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TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. In pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 1314 (XLIV) of 
31 May 1968, the Secretary-General invited the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names to convene its thirteenth session at the headquarters of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, Montreal, Canada, on 17 August 1987, 
prior to the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names, and to meet again on 31 August to review the recommendations of the 
Conference. 

ATTENDANCE 

2. The session was attended by 51 experts from 33 countries representing 15 Of 
the 17 linguistic/geographical divisions of the Group of Experts. The list of 
participants is contained in annex I below. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 

4. On 17 August 1987, the session was opened by the Chairman, Mr. D. P. Blok 
(Netherlands). In attendance were the Vice-Chairman, 
(Cuba)/ .and the Rapporteur, Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada) l 

Mr. Y. ‘Velbzquez Garcia 

I AGENDA 

I 
5. The Group adopted the following agenda: 

Opening of the session. 

3. The Chief of the Cartography Unit of the.Department of Technical Co-operation 
for Development of the United Nations Secretariat served as Secretary of the Group. 

Adoption of the agenda. 

Reports of the working groups. 

Organization of the Fifth Conference 

Review of the rules of procedure of the Group of Experts. 

Review of the Statute of the Group of Experts. 

Election of officers. 

Review of the recommendations of the Fifth Conference. 

Programme for the Group of Experts. 

/ . . . 
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10. Review of the working groups. 

11. Provisional agenda for the fourteenth session of the Group of Experts. 

12. Other business. 

13. Adoption of the report of the Group of Experts on the work of its 
thirteenth session. 

REPORTS OF THE WORKING GROUPS 

6. Brief oral reports were made by the conveners of the working groups. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE FIFTH CONFERENCE 

7. It was agreed that the election of the president of the Fifth Conference, the 
three vice-presidents, the Rapporteur, the editor-in-chief, the assistant editors 
and the officers of the three committees would, as recommended by the Group of 
Experts at its twelfth session, take place at the first plenary meeting of the 
Conference. It was further agreed that a3.1 representatives would be invited to 
participate in the work of each committee. 

REVIEW OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS 

8. The Chairman proposed two important amendments to the existing rules of 
procedure Of the Group of Experts (ESAjFiT/C/GN/S, annex III). The amendments 
called for: 

(a) The replacement of rule 23 (Consensus), which read: 

“Decisions of the Group, particularly on technical matters, shall 
normally be reached by consensus. in the absence of a ccnsensus at a meeting, 
the Chairman may, and at the request of any member shall, put the proposal to 
the vote”, 

by the following text: 

“1. On all except procedur.al matters, the Group of Experts, its 
1 inquistic/~eogr~phical divisions and its worklnq groups shall artive at 
ckcisions by c0nsensas. In the event that a ansensus is not achieved, the 
matter shall be deferred for reworking and resubmission. 

“2. In the absence of a ccnsensus on procedural matters, the Chairman may, 
and at the request of any member shall, put the proposal to the vote” i 
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(b) The addition of a new section, entitled “Documents” (rule 35), reading: 

” 1 . The secretariat of the Group of Experts circulates copies of working 
papers submitted by linguistic/geographical divisions and experts to the 
participants in the session. 

n2.. Submission of a working paper for consideration by the Group of Experts 
does not mean the document has received the approval of the,Group of Experts 
or that the working paper has been endorsed by them. 

“3. Consideration of a working paper by the Group of Experts is without 
pal itical significance. 

” 4 . Consideration and discussion of a working paper by the Group of Experts 

must not be interpreted as support of, or opposition to, any political view or 
issue. 

” 5 . Subsequent reference to the working papers in the report of the Group of 
Experts on the session likewise shall have no political significance”. 

9. It was agreed that the amendments to the rules of procedure should be 
submitted to the Conference for endorsement. A/ 

REVIEW OF THE STATUTE OF THE GROUP OF EXPERTS 

10. In view of the ongoing in-depth study of the United Nations intergovernmental 
structure and functions in the economic and social fields, the Secretary requested 
the Group of Experts to consider Economic and Social Council decision 1987/112 and 
recommendation 8 of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the 
Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United 
Nations. z/ An ad hoc study group was formed to consider the provisions of the 
decision and the recommendation that had a direct bearing on the aims and 
activities of the Group of Experts. It was to report to the Conference on the 
results of its work (see para. 26 below). The study group was composed of 
Messrs. Breu (Austria) , Lewis (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland) ) , Randall (United States of America), Orth (United States of America) 
and Rostvik (Sweden) . 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

11. On 31 August 1987, in accordance with rules 5 and 6 of its rules of procedure, 
the Group of Experts elected the following officers: 

Chairman: H. Dor ion (Canada) 

Vice-Chairman: A. Tazi (Morocco) 

Rapporteur: P. J. Woodman (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland) 

/ . . . 
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RRYII!W BF THE RECG1ME;NDATIONS OF THE FIFTH CONFERRNCR* 

12. The Chairman Said that, by teSQlution 3, the Conference had cecommended the 
establishment of’twa new l~nguiSfic/geogtaphicsl divisions of the Group of 
Experts: a Celtic Divleion and an East Mediterranean Division (ather than 
Arabic). 3J - 

13. He stressed the importance of resolution 4, by which the Conference called for 
an eoaluatiQn of the activCties of the Group of Experts with a view tQ increasing 
its efficiency, and recommended that a working group on the subject be established 
(see para. 24 below). 

14. In resolution 5, the Conference encouraged the Qrganization of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings over and above those that already took place in the 
linguistic/geographicai divinisns. The Chairman Said that such meetings might be 
arranged on a subject basis, to discuSsI for example, automation or indigenous 
names. 

15. With regard to resolution 6, the Chairman urged members of the Group of . 
Experts to take the necessary initiatives with their national names authorities SO 
that further action on standardisation could be taken. If countries realised the 
impsrtance of that work, the task of the Economic and Social Council in Supporting 
it would be facilitated. 

16. The Chairman was of the opinion that resQlution 7 was of importance in 
facilitating the work of future Conferences. National reports should be prepared 
in an agreed format and submitted in ample time for distribution by the Secretariat 
to other countries, which would then have a proper opportunity to study them. 
Ht. Elok (Dutch- and German-speaking Division) propoSed that the question of 
devising an agreed format or %&Mel for future national reports should be included 
in the agenda of the fourteenth Session of the Group of Experts. 

L7. Mr. Lewis (United Kingdom DivisiQn) urged expertS to ask CartQgraphiC agencies 
in their countries to take particular nQte of resolution 11, in which the 
Conference called for a clear typogrephicd distinctian on national topographicaf 
maps between toponyms and rr(ln=foponyl& text. 

18. With regard to the questionnaire on basis: information on nat.ional 
standardisation called fos in resolution 12, the Chairman felt that Mr. Lewis, aS 
cmvenor of the WQrking SrQup Qn Toponymic Data Files, would be the responsible 

f A list nf the resQlufiQns adopted by the CQnference is set out in 
. annex IT below. RUT the texts af the resolutions, see Fifth Dn i-ted NatLons 

Conference on the .s 1 Names, Montrt?al, 
ce --@hitea Nations Publication 1 

0; E.B8lIi7 and 66)f 

/ . . . 
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person within the Group of Experts to deal with the matter. Before the fourteenth 
session, a draft questionnaire could be formulated. When that had been 
accomplished and countries had supplied responses to the questionnaire, the Group 
of Expert6 would prepare a final document on the basis of the replies received. 

19. Mr. Tazi (Arabic Division) and Mr. Kofos (Romano-Hellenic Division) were of . 
the opinion that, to achieve the results called for in resolution 13, a better way 
of classifyinq exonyms was required. That would assist countries in identifying 
the categories which could be reduced. 

20.. The Chairman said that the preparation of concise national gazetteers, as 
called for in resolution 16, involved a vast amount of work and should be discussed 
at the fourteenth session. 

21. With regard to the resolutions concerning romanization, the Chairman requested 
that any information on the implementation of systems and any difficulties 
encountered be reported to the Group at its fourteenth session. He said that 
resolution 21 on education and training was of great importance, particularly for 
the three areas mOSt closely involved (East Africa, Latin America and North 
America) . In order to ensure rapid, inexpensive and effective distribution by the 
Secretariat, the semi-annual information bulletin called for in resolution 2s 
should be brief and could be typewritten. 
information to the Secretariat. 

Each country should provide pertinent , 

PROGRAMME FOR THE GROUP OF EXPERTS 

22. The Chairman said that the proqramme for the Group of Experts essentially 
involved complying with the resolutions adopted by the Conference. Together with 
the Rapporteur, he would draw up a proqramme covering those recommendations. 
Mr. Blok (Dutch- and German-speaking Divison) urged that the programme should 
include work on terminology, because although the working group had been disbanded 
there would still be additions and amendments in the future to Glossarv . 
No. 33O/Rev.2 (Technical Terminology Employed in the standardization Oi 
Geographical Names) . 

REVIEW OF THE WORKING GROUPS 

23. The Chairman said that the task of the Working Group on a List of Country 
Nimes, with Mr. Ramondou (Romano-Hellenic Division) as convener, had been completed 

s at the twel,fth session. Three working groups remained: (a) the Working Group on 
Toponymic Data Files, with Mr. Lewis (United Kingdom Division) as convener, (b) the . 
Working Group on Courses in Toponymy, with the Chairman as convener, and (C) the 
Working Group on a Single Romanization System for Each Non-Roman Writing System. 
In the continued absence of Mr. Fijldi (East, Central and South-East Europe 
Division), the last-mentioned working group required a new convener. It was agreed 
that Mr. Quinting (United States of America/Canada Division) and Mr. Breu (Dutch- 
and German-speaking Division) would act as co-conveners. 

. 



24, TO Comply with Conference resolution 4, a new workbng group- wouX8 be 
establSshed to mmluste the actlvlties of the Grow of Experts and assess the 
imglmentetisn ti Confe-mnce tesslutions~ Mr, Randall QJnlteU States of 
Ameticsi~nad4 D$Pisionj would be the convener, assisted by Mr. ;Lewls [United 
Kin@OQ PiVisdUnl, Mr. Kofos UIomano-ffeL&enic Oivision) and the ChaOcaran, A report 
woufd be psepar-ed for the fourteenth session of the Group of Experts. 

PRQVISIONAI, AGENDA FXX THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE 
GROUP OF EXPERTS 

26. The Chairman, the Rapporteur and the Secretary would communicate with each 
r&her in the near future to draw u-p a provisional agenda for the fourteenth 
session, which was expected to be held in AugustJSeptember 1989; 

OTHER BUSINE-SS 

26. Mr. Randall (United States sf ~America~Cana~a Division) reported that the 
ad -hoc study group (see para. 10 above) had completed the task of formulating a 
response to the Economic and SooiaJ. Counci& on the value of the work of the Group 
of Experts. The conclusions and tecommenr&tLons of the study group were as follows: 

(a) The Group of Experts should cOntinue its act,ivities, as it was the only 
body within the United Nations &ystem that, doting the period between Conferences, 
dealt with problems related to geographical names that could be addressed only at 
the international level; 

(b) In its work, the Group of Experts was @osr productive and had achieved 
substantive results evaluated WsWveLy by the United EJations conferences on the 
standardization of geoqr@phioa& ‘names in their cesolut50ns~ which were endorsed by 
the Economic and Social Council; 

(c) The GrQUp Qf &@ett;s &au&d c#nso&idate @nd promote those programmes that 
benefited national and i~%~3WA~nal sW#X%%tiisatSon~ 

<d) The Group of-&@er%s gheuld establidh a @orking group to explore ways of 
increasing the aff%crbw~n&ss. of Qraqrammes, crgt&naliting and simplifying CeleYant 
st,tucturep and fu.n$Xlons and co%~~inat-ing the +ffQ;fts uf the Group wfth relevant 
activities of bodies. end srqani%atiann. of the United Natd;ons system; 

tef The COnClu_$$ons of #he ingepth study r;mdefQken by the above-mentioned 
working group should be @!&m:Wtsd tu the Group of Experts at its fourteenth session 
for further considariWax, 

. 
/ . . . 
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Notes 

u For the rules of procedure as endorsed by the Conference, see Fifth 
Unifed Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names, Mantreal, 
U-31 August 1987, vol. I, Report of the Conference (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.88.1.7 and corrigendum), annex V. 

2J Official Records-of the General Assembly, Forty-first Session, Supplement ’ 
No. 49’ (A/41/49), pata. 24. 

3J According to rule 42 of the rules of procedure as endorsed by the Fifth 
Conference, no amendment [to the divisional composition of the Group] shall become 
effective until it has been approved by the Economic and Social Council. 

/ . . . 
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Map Information Office 
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Chief 
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Royal Thai Survey Department 
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East Central and South-East Europe Division 

(Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Hungary, Poland, Turkey, Yugoslavia) 
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(J3ulgaria) 
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Reso-Lut ion 
number 

Annex II 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE FIFTH UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES 

Title 

1. Sixth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names 

2. Statute of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 

3. Creation of a Celtic Division and an East Mediterranean Division 
(other than Arab,ic) 

4. Work performed by the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names and its future activities 

5. Bilateral and multilateral meetings 

4. Promotion of national and international geographical names 
standardization programmes 

7. National reports 

8. Reports of international organisations concerned with the 
standardisation of geographical names 

9. United Nations publications 

1.0 . 

11. 

Co-operation with the Pan American Institute of Geography and History 

Differentiation of toponyms from other map te%t 

12. Collection of basic information on the national standardisation of 
geographical names 

13. Precedence of national official forms of geographical names 

14. Publication of toponymic guidelines 

15. Establishment of national geographical names authorities 

16. Publication of geographical names in their national official form 

17. Direct exchange of toponymic information hetween various computer 
systems 

/ . . . 
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