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The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Fames was established in pursuance of the Economic and So-
. cial Council resolutions 7154 (XXVII) of 23 April 1959,
1314 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and 1854 (XXII) of 4 Hay 1973 to
further the standardization of geographical names on both
the national end the internstional levels.

Aims

The main aims of the Group of Experts are:

- the working out of principles and methods for solving
the problems ‘of national end international stendardi-
zation of geographicel names; -

- the collection and dissemination of information on
work of national and internstional bodies on the
standardization of geogrephicel nemes to the United
Rations Mpaber States; - - o

- = the gharing of experience of national bodies on the
standardizetion of geographicel nemes;

- scientific and technical eid to develoging countries
in nagtional standardization of geogrephical names;

-~ the preparstion of the United Nations regional and
international conferences on the stendardization of
geogrephicel names., .

II. Principles -

\/mup of Experts ects &s & collegiate, consultative
body; its resolutions esre of recommendatory character.

Questions ipplicating nationel sovereignty sre exclud-
ed from discussion in the Group of Experts. :

. The Group of Experts in its activity adheres to the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and proceeds
from the folIXowing provisions: :

- the standerdization of geogrephicsl nemes must be besed
on the echievements of modern science;
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- international stenderdization of geographical nemes
must be carrdied out on the basis of national stendar-
dization. -

1II. Functions

To achieve the aims mentioned the Group of Experts
performs the following functions:

- co-ordinates the efforts of countriee on the standar—
dization of geographicsl names; ‘

- promotes fulfilment of the resolutions of the United .
Nations international conferences on the standardi—
zat ion of geogrsphiceal names;

- provides for continuity of activities on the standar-
dization of geographical names during the periods
betwaen the conferences;

- considers mastters of regional and working groups for-
mations -

' IV Compositlon

The United Rations Group of Experts is composed of re-
presentatives of 1linguistic/geogrephical divisions appoint-
ed by the Governments of the United Nations Member States.
The Group of Experts is headed by elected officers who gui-
de activities of the Group during and between the gessions,

The Group of Experts in its activities is supported by
- the linguistic/geographical divisions. .

1., Linguistic/geograghical divisions

1. 1. The following divisions were formed accordlng to
1inguistic/geogreptﬁcal principles: S

1. Africa Centrgl Division
- 2, Africa East Division
3. Africe- ‘West Division
4. arebic Division’ LN .
5. Asia East ‘Division (other then China) _
:'6 Asia South4Eaat and Pacific South-West Dwv151on-'
T. Asie South-ﬂest Division (other than Arahlc) .
"8, China va1sion, IR AR gﬂi;fi”' 
S T 9. Dutch and German-speaking va1sion | f'ilf;.
' - 10. East Central and South-East Europe vaision‘f'

\-/...'
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11. India Division _

12, Latin America Division

13. Korden Division _

14. Romano-Hellenic -Division

15. Union of Soviet Socielist Republics Division
16. United Kingdom Division

'17. United States of America/Kanada Diviaion

1 2. The compos ition of the linguistic/geographical di—
visions may be revised, if necesssry, :

1.3. A country decides for itself to which linguistic/
geogrephicel division it wishes to belong.

A country may elso partmipate in the act:l.vitles of di-
vigions other than its own es an observer.

1.4. Eech division by sgreement with the governments of
its member states periodicelly sflects an expert, who rep-
resents the division as a whole and speaks on divislonal matt-
erg at the sessions of the Group of Experts end on the UN
conferences on the stendardization of geographicgl names.

In order f'0 guarantee continuity of the work, each
division by egreement with the governments of its me mber
etetes gselects an alternate representat 1ve.

: The divisional representative maintains contmuous con—
tacts with his alternate.: S -

.. 1.5, The divisional representative stimulates activ:L- d

- ties on the gtandardization of geographicel names within -

- his -division by all eppropriate; mans (correspondence m.th_
"nationsl bodies on the stenderdization of geographlcal ‘ng- - ;‘i
mes end with nationel surveying end maspping- agenc:.ea, arran-—".,—
. gement .of meetings of the divisional experts). = - g

- © 1.6. The divisional representative informs member sta-— o
. tes of the division sbout the sctivities of the Group of Ex- "
perts as well as informs the Group of Experts about the '

act1v1t1es and problems of the division.

1.7. To discuss technical and procedural matters a di—
vision may orgenize regional meetings during the United .
Nations conferences on geographical names and meetings of :
- the Group of Experts or at any other convenmnt time. s

2 Officers

T 2. The ‘Group of Experts ‘elacks the following offl-‘fff
cers: & Chairman, e Vice—Chalrman and & Rapporteur.;§.~_~ s
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- 2+2.The elections of the officers are held at the ter-
mination of the respective United Nations conference on the
standardizetion of geogrephicel names. The officers serve -
until their successors ere elected at the next United Nations
conference . ' . ~

The procedure of the elecftions of the officers is given
below, in the rules of procedure.

2.3. The secretarist for fhe Group of Experts is" provided
by the Cartography Section of the UN Secretariat, '

 3._Working_groups

3.1. Working groups are formsd of the members of the
Group of Experts to study particular problems concerning the
standardigation of geograpﬁical' namesg. When it is necessary a
working group .may include specialists invited to teke part
in the sessions of the Group of Experts, - :

3.2. Working groups are disbanded upon completion of
their sppointed tasks. Expediency of progongation of their
term of activities is considered at the sessions of the
Group of Experts. If necessary, new working groups may be
- appointed and their' tasks determined. »

3.3. The Chairmen end the Vice-Chairman of & working -
group are elected at the meetings of the working group by ~
- methods :of its own chooging, = . - o . -

- . 4. Specialists_invited by the Group of =

. Bxperts”~ | . .

- The Chairman of the Group' of Bxperts msy, in accordance :
- . with the -established procedure, invﬁ.e -pergons with specisl  :-
. knowledge on particuler sspects of the stenderdization of -
geographical names, to participaste in the sessions of the:
Group, . ... - . o S

R . : -

Y. Rules ‘o_f' prvoéj_edu‘i"é:.vi |

1. Membership

- ewm i e e— - - -~

gt_llg_l,_h The expert who fepresen.ts' ‘é division s 8 ftf.—ll

- member of the Group of Experts with voting rights. .. -
Rule 1.2, Meaber states of the divisions may appoint natio-: "
nal experts to participate in the sessions of the Group of:+ -
'-E;q)erte' it hou,t :t\‘lerightto-'v.ote‘ LS. et LRI - T -“‘ PP PSRN
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2. Sesgionsg

Rule 2.1. The Group of Experts normally holds one session
every two years. :

Rule 2.2, Invitation for experts to participate in the
sessions of the Group of Expérts 1s sent to Government on
behalf of the Secretsry-Generel of the United Nations.

Rule 2.3, In years when & United Netions conference on the

. standerdization of geographicel names is held, the Group of
Experts meets on dates immediately preceding the opening
dete of the conference end immediately following the closing
date of the conference. ..

- Rule 2,4. Sessions of the Group of Experts are held if majo-
rity of the representetives of divisions are present.

- 3._Agenda

Rule 3.1. The sgenda drawn up by the Group of Experts at its pre

vious sesslion and communmiceted to the Governments invited by

the Secretery-General to send experts to participaste in the
session constitutes the provisional agenda for the session.

Rule %.2. Experts participating in the session may propose addi-
1onal items for inclusion in the agenda.

Rule 3.3. The agenda is discussed and gpproved'at the session.

Rule 4,1. The Chairman of the Group of Exgerts presides -
over mee: ings. If the Chairmen is to be absent from e meel-
ing or part thereof, or if he ceeses to be eble to perform,
his functions, the Vice-Cheirman or the Rapporteur acts as
Rule 4.2, If #ither the Vice-Chairmen or the Rapporteur

~ gre unable to perform the functions of the ir office, the
Chegirmen appoints en expert to complete-the unexpired por-
tion of either term of office. . R -

o | 5»_§QC£§§agigt. o |
Rule 5,1, The Secretsry of the Group of Experts appointed !
by ghe UN Secretary-General acts in that cepecity in all .
meetings of the Group. He masy designate a member of the.ﬂ:

sacretariet to teke his place et any meeting. E

Rule 5,2. The Secretary is respons ible for making ell ﬁe—fgi
cessary errengements for meetings and performs allzother o
work* which the Group of Experts may requirgiy;,“;_zwj;'q;
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Rule 5,3, The|Secretery or his representative may at eny
meet ing mske either oral or writien statement concerning
eny question umder consideration,

Lt = a1 —— oo e s wme ey s

Rule 6.1, The Chairmen declares the opening snd closing of .
each mseting of the Group of Experts, directs the discugsi-
on et such meetings, asccords the right to spesk, puts ques=-
tions to the vote and announces decisions. He rules on points
of order gnd hss complete control over the proceedings of

the Group of Experts and over the maslintenence of order at

its meetings. ’ ' :

Rule 6.2. The Chairmsn may, in the course of the discussions,
propose to the Group of Experts the closing of the list of
spegkers or the edjournment or .closure of the debate.

1. Order_of session
Rule 7.l. During the discussion an expert may at any time
rcige & point of order, which is imm:giatelyydecided by the
Chairman., An expert may appeal against the ruling of the
Chairman. The appeal is immediately put to the vote and the
Cheirman‘s ruling stends unless overruled by & majority of
the representatives of divisions present and voting.

Rule 7.2. The Group of Experts may 1limit the time allowed
to each speeker end the number of times an expert may spesak
on anyfggestion..lf a speaker exceeds his allotted time,
the Chairman may with the consent of the Group of Experts
~extend the time for his speech. , Gl T

- Rule 7,3, During the course of a debaste, the Chairman may -

- snnounce the list of speskers end with the consent. of .the .

- Group of Experts, declgre the 1ist closed. The Chairman may,
however, accord the right of reply to eny expert if, in his

oginion, e speech delivered after he has declegred the list =~

cloged makes this desirsble. When there are no more speakers, .

the Chairmsn decleres the debete closed.,..: -. = UL

Rule 7,4. During the discussion of any matter, an expert may
move the edjournment of the debate on the item under discu- .
- ssion. Any such motion has priority. In eddition to the pro-
. poser of the motion, one expert is allowed.to spesk in fa-
vour of, end one expert sgainst the motion, after which the
motion is immedistely put to the vote, L T T
Rule 7,5. An expert may at eny time move the closure of the - ..
debate on the item under discussion, whether -or not eny i -
other expert has signified his/her wish to speak, Permission -
to speek on the motion is sccorded only to two speakers Ui .
motion io immedietely - -

opposirg-the closure, after which the.

b
- Y
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put to the vote. C

———-———

Rule 8.1, The Group of Experts es well as its regional and
working groups teke decisions on 8ll matters except proce-
durgl mstters by consensus.

BE%%EB~2; Decisions on procedursl matters are resched by
voting,

Rule 8,3. A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its
spongor at any time before voting on it hss commenced, pro-
vided that it has not been emended. 4 proposal or s motion
thus withdrewn may be reintroduced by eny expert.

Rule 8,4, When e proposal has been adopted or rejected, it

may not be reconsidered at the same session unless the _
Group -of Experts,-by & two thirds majority-of the represen-

tatives of divisions present end voting, so decides.

Termission to speek on a motion to reconsider is accor-
ded only to two speekers opposing the motion. after whlch
it is immediately put to the vote.

9._Voting

e9.1. Decisions of the Group of Experts on procedurel
matters are re¢ached by a majority of the divisionel repre-
- sentatives present end voting. -

If a vote is equally divided s second vote is taken
after an sdjournment of the neeting for 15 minutes. -

. If this vote also results is equality, the propoSel
- or motion is regarded as- rejected. LT

- _BLE_ELZ;.A roll-call vote " if_requeeted, is teken in the :
English alphabetical order.of the names of the dlvisions,~?‘f,'"
beginning with the dlviaion whose ‘name is drewn by lot-.
by the Chalrman. ,_;,.. ----- ”“qj:

-

Rule 3,3. After the Cheirman has announced the commencement
of voting, no expert must interrupt the voting excegt on a
Eoint of order in connection with the actual conduc

he voting._;'“

-Rule 9,4, The Chairman may permit experts to explaln thelr f'
voles before or affer the voting., The Chairman may 11mit
the time to be ellowed for such explenations.‘

' Rule 9.5. Parts of e propossl may be voted on- eeparetely 1f

an expert requests that the proposal be devided. Those_n:;h;.sg
parts of the proposel that have been approved :then are
to the vote es a whole. If all the Operetive'parte off




proposel have been rejected the prOposal iq considered
rejected as & whole,

Rule 9,6, When an emendment is moved to & propossl, the amen-
dment is voted on first.
Rule 9,7, When two or more smendments sre moved to & propo-

sel, the Group of Experts first votes on the amendment furth-
est removed in substance from the originel proposel and
then on the emendment. next furthest removed gherefrom, aend

so on, until gl1 the smendments have been put to the vote,
When, however, the edoption of one smendment necessarily
implies the rejection of gnother emendment, the latter emen-
. dment. is not put to the vote, If one or more amendments ere
edopted, the emended proposel is then voted upon.

Rule 9.8, If two or more propossls relgte to the same ques-"
tion, they are, unless the Group of Exg erts decides other-
wise, voted on in the order in which they were sumbitted.,

The Group of Experts msy, after each vote on a propo-
sal, decide whether to vole on the next propossl.

Rule 9,3, Revised pr0posals ere voted on in the order in
which the originsl propossals were submitted, unless the re-
vision substant ially departs from the original proposal.

In thet case, the originel proposel is considered gs with-
drawyn end the revised propossgl is treated as & new pro-
posal.

Rule 9,10, A motion requiring that no decision be taken on
8 proposal has priority over that prOposal. S

10 Elections T ‘:,fj' C

.____10_._1_,_ All elections are held by secret ballot unless
“the Group of Bxperts decides otherwise. .

;Ruk_.lo.z; When cendidates are to be nominated, each nomina-,
tion is made by only one: expert, after which the Group of
Experts immediately proceeds Yo the election. '

‘Rule 10,3, When.one or more’ elective places are to be fill-
ed at one time under the seme conditions,-esch expert -mey.:

cast & vote for as many candidates- es there are places 1o~

be filled, and those cendidstes, in a number not exceedmg
_the number of such pleces, obtaining in the first ballot &
‘mgjority of votes ces‘b and the lergest number of votes are
electEd. oL N "-:'~:‘. .1, ~

Rule 10.4. If the number of cendidates 80 eleoted is leesré
.than the number of places to be f£filled, sdditionsl ballots

-are held to fill the reme ining pleces. From such ballots;; i .
the cendidotes obtaining the lesst number of votes in thelh.:
prev 1ous ‘oallot may be ellmlnated on the prOposal of theé?a
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Chairman. o I L
Rule 10,5, In case of a tie .among candidates obtgining a
mejority of the votes cast, & secopd ballot is held among
them, If the votes remain equally divided, the elder or
eldest cendidate 1s elected.

— - o D

Rule 11.l. Chinese, English, French, Russian snd Spanish

ere vhe officisl languneges énd English, French and Spanish

gre the working lenguages of the session. Working papers

gre submitted in one of the working lenguages. ~

- Rule 11.2; Speéches made in &@n officiel languege sre inter- .
preted into the other officiel lenguages of the session.

Rule 11.3. Any expert.may make a speech in & lenguage other
fthen en officisl 1enguege of the session if he provides for
interpretation into one such language.:

Interpretation into the other official lengusges of
the session by the interpreters of the secretariat may be
basgd on the interpretation given in the first such lan-

gusge.

S N R Y T e e e e e o D - —— o — e e g e e

Rule 12.1.The Secretariat of the Group of Experts circulates
copies of working papers submitted by linguistic/geographical
divisions and experts to the participants of the session._ .
7+ - The title-page of each working paper should be pro- - .-
vided with the following discleimer: . .. :i..;-- - GoiELSLo. o0
. ... = consideration of the present paper by the UN Group - -
. : of Experts on Geographical Names does.not imply its -~ .
. ... approving and adoptiom. : 7 iiiieoo eIl
. '~ consideration of the present paper at the session of ' -
..~ the UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names cannot ' -
- be used by.any body for interpretation of any poli- .. .
. tical matter. - - . T A S T T
- Rule 12.2.Sound recordings of the plenary meetings of the session
are made and kept by the secretariat. . - - - T

Rule 42.3.The Group of Experts prepares. a final report in English
~as the record of the session. This report is distributed by the -
secretariat as soon &s possible after the closing of the session.

BT Clehorniiec G
13, Privecy of meetines

«
N

*‘The meet ings of the Group of Bxperts o
its working groups ere held in privete.;:
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Aap'pr‘oved by the"Economic end Social Council.
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14. Ioyitetion of specislists

Rule14,.1, Specialiéte on perticuler aspects of the stender—
dization of geographicel nemes may be invited to take part
in the work of the Group of Experts only when officiel
approvel of the invitation has been obtained from their
Governments, .
Rule 14.2. The invited specielists may pasrticipate in the
disécussions of the Group of Experts without the right to
vole, i -

Written documents submitted by these specialistg are

‘distributed by the secretariest to gll participants in the

sess lon,

15. Approval_of the Statute of the_United Nations

vy e Gme way dme G S e e Gmw e e e

Group of Experts

-

Rule 15.1. The Stetute of the Group of Experts on Geogra-
phicel Nsmes comes into effect after it has been approved
by the United Nations Economic gnd Sociasl Council,

Rule 15,2, The Group of Experts may move amendments to the
Statute et its subsequent sessions. The amendments must be
gpproved by two thirds msjority of the divisional repre-~
sentstives present and voting. : ’

No_ emendmept becomes effective un#il it hes been

£ Poplpl <




