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On the drafting of a new aStatute* 
for the UNGEGN. 

. INTRODUCTTGN. 

l.Recent developmentr. 

Xn 1979 during its eighth session the UEiG&GN revised the 

"Aims, Functions and >iodus Operandi" as adopted during the 

sixth session in 1975. The words "Aims and Functions" were de- 

leted and the new heading read "Modus Operandi of the U'NGtiGNQ' 

( see Fourth United Nations Conference on the Stanuardizetion 

of Geographical hames, E/Conf.T4/L43, Annex III). 

During the ninth session a new statement on "Aims and Fun- 

ctions" was adopted, uich stibsequenfly met with some reserva- 

tions at the Fourth Conference in 1982, though its provisions 

were sound enough ( see ibidem, E/Conf.'74/L44, Annex VI; Report 

of the Conference Vol.1, 8 98). 

Also during its ninth session "Rules of Procedure” for the k‘ ' 

UNGZGN were drafted, to be submitted to the Economic and So- * 

cial Council for adopt&on (see ibidem E/Conf,74/L44, Annex IV). 

This draft was thoroughly revised by the Legal Department of 

the United Nations and subsequently in this form adopted by 

the UNGEGN during its tenth session, held in Geneva in 1982 

(see ESA/RT/C/GN/8, Annex 13X). By these Rules of Procedure 

a great part of the "Modus Operandi" became redundant. 

During the tenth session the subject of preparing a single 

document on all these issues was put forward. Also the Fourth 

Conference in its Resolution no.22 had recommended that the 

Group of Expert6 should examine the possibility of preparing 

a document combining and modifying, where aljpropriate, the 

separate documents referred to above. The expert L'rom the 

USSR accepted to prepare a paper on the SUbJeCt (see ibidem 

P 23). 
4 

At the eleventh session in 1984 this paper was presented 

to the Group of Experts as Working Paper no.37. An ad hoc 

Working Group consis*ing of Mr.Blok, Mr.Boginsky, Mr.Lewis 

and Mr.Randall, was invited to prepare a proposal on the ques- 

tion for discussion during the twelfth session of-the UNGls'GN. 

During the eleventh session they maae a first evaluation of 

Working Paper nO.37. 



2. Why this paper, 

This dolicafe matter does not lend itself to being treated 
. 

by correspondence. On the other hand, to renew the discussion, 

where YO left of in 1984, involves the danger that we might spend 

a lot of time on a subject that ia, not part of our real work, 

but is only preparatory to it. Too much of our time already is 

spent on side-issues as far as linguistic/geographical exper- 

tise is concerned, 

Therefore a new Working-Paper, that may provide us with a 

new, more advanced starting-point for our discuss&on, may be 

of some use. 

On the basis of the abovementioned documents and the dis- 

cussions carried on during the eleventh session, this paper 

was prepared; it is meant to serve as a contribution to fur- 

ther dis cus sion. . . 

* 
c , 

3. Guiding principles. 

The guiding principles in establishing this .draft were the 

followingr 

a) accooding to the suggestion made by the expert from the 

USSR and by Resolution 22, to draft a single document, that 

wiL combine the edsiting ones and in the mean time will eli- 

minate their contradictions and overlaps. For this the gene- 

ral framing given in Working Paper 37 could be followed. 

b) to majlntaia the Rules of Procedure aa established du.ring the 

tenth session; these Rules resulted of a laborious elabo- 

ration by the Legal Department of the proposals made by the 

UXGEGN, in order to bring them into line with the United 

Nations legal practises. It is not advisable to come forward 

now with new wordings. 

c) to do justice to the sound provisions contained in the “A&s 

and F’unctlons~ adopted during the ninth session and to the 

worthy proposals contained in Working Paper 37. 

) Item 13 of this document has now been replaced by Reaolution 
15, passed by the Fourth Conferencer the USGEGN has to imple- 
ment this HesoLution (see Vol. Heport on the Confe~rence, p. 
33-s+& 



4. On “Voting”. 

In fact there ie in this draft still a contradiction left, 

to wit between on the one hand item 11.1, stating that agreement 

on technical matters will be achieved by consensus and not by 

voting, and on the other hand Rule 23, that leaves open the, 

postiibility of voting on ;such issues. It seems that current 

United hations procedures do not allow of a provision as fore- 

seen in 11.1. If this proves to be true, I nevertheless propose 

to maintain the proposed wording. Though the Hules of Procedure 

undoubtly prevail and the posibility of voting on technical 

matter3 exists, the maintenance of the principle expressed in 

11.1. voices our firm intention never to have recourse to this 

procedure. . 

5. The followi;Lg example of how a “Statute” might be drazted, 1 
present to the ad hoc tirOUp ,Lnd the crroup of tixperts for their 
considel,ation. 



Statute of the- Lnited K’ations Group of 

Exports on Geographical Names. (&aft)* 

The United hations Group of Experts on Geographical 

Xames was established in pursuance of the Economic and 

Social Council resolutions 715A (XXVXX) of 23 April 1959, 

1314 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and 1854 (AXLI) of 4 &lay 1973 

tp further the standardieation of geographical names on 

both the national and the international levels. 

I Aims. 

The basic aims of the Group of .,xperts are: 

c the consideration of principles and methods for sol- 

ving the problems of‘ national and international standar-’ ,.,, 

dization of geogra,hical names; , 

- the collection and dissemination of information on 

work of national and international bodies on the stan- 

dardization of geographical names to the United Eiations 

Member jtates i) 

- the sharing of experience of national bodies on the Stan- 

dardization of geographical nnmesj 

- encouraging the supply of scientific and technical help 

to developing countries in national stantiardization of 

their geographical names. 

II Principle*. 
1. The Group of Experts acts ad a collegiate, consultative 

body6 accordingly agreement on technical matters will be 

achieved by consensus and not by voting. 

2. The decisions of the Group are of a recommendatary 

chulocter. 
2. yuestions involving national sovereignty will not be- 

discussed by the Group of Experts. 

I 
III Punetlew . 

..: .. 

To further the stated aims, it is essential that the Group 

of l3xperts on GeographicaA Kames exercise the following 

functions. 
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1. provide liaison between countries in their work on gee- 

graphical names. 

2. Co-ordinate the efforts of countries in the stanc.ardisa- 

tion of geographical names. 

3. Undertake the preparatory work for periodic international 

conferences on geographical names. 

4. Provide continuity of action betwoen conferences. 

5. Assist in implementing-resolutions adopted at conferences. 

6. Consider the formation of linguistic/geographical divisi- 

ons as rational bases for furthering work at national levels. 

7. Co-ordinate the activities of divisions. 

8,Provide liaison between member countries and divisions. 

9, Encourage the divisions and nations to take a more active 

role in stauaardization progra.mes. To this end, divisions 

shoulG formulate their own working proC8dUreSi and should -2 r'. 

co-ordinate them with the Group of Experts for the sake of * 

assuring uniform content and principles. To the extent that 

divisions and individual nations become more active, the aims 

of the Group of Experts will be promoted. 

10. Encourage divisions, wherever feasible, to participate in 

United Sations regional cartographic conferences. By having 

a divisional meeting in conjunction with a conference, our 

rfbfki%s the divisions could also take advantage of the con- 

ference facilities. The latter possibility 'would have to be 

worked out in co-operation with United hations authorities. 

IV. Composition. 

1. The linguistic/geographical divisions. 

1.1. The Group of experts consists OP experts in the field 

of cartography/linguistics, sent; by the United Rations &rem- 

beeg States and divided into the following linguistic/geogra- 

phical divisions? 

Africa Central Division 

Africa East tiivision 

AfrFca Uest Uivision 

Arabic Livioion 



Aeir East Division (other than China) 
Asfr.South-East and Pacific South-West Division 
Asia South-West Division 
China Division 

Dutch and German speaking Diuieion 
East Central and-South-East ~!Zurope Division 
lndia Division 
Latin dmerica Division 
Borden Division 
Romano-Hellenic Division 
Union of Soviet Socialist Hepublics avision 
United Kingdom Division 
United states of America/Canada Division. M 

1.2. The composition of the divisions may be revised, if ,' 
. . 

neeessary. 
. * II . 

1.3* A country crecides for itself to which division it wishes 
to belong. ,k country n;ay also participate in the activities 
of other divisions th+.n its own, provided the nature of its 
participation is not such as to change the linguistic/geogr-a- 

phical character of the divi!sion(e) concerned. 
1.4, Each division will select, by methods of its own choo- 

sing, am expert to represent the division as a whole at the 
meetings of the Group of sxperte and to speak on divtsional 
matters at the United Nations conferences on the standardi- 
sation of geographical names. 
1.5. In order to guarantee &he continuity of the work, each 

d&vision having more than one sovereign state .>hould select 
an alternattve representative; ttre divisional cepreseutative 
will act in close contact with his alternate, 
1.6, ?'he divIsiona representative is expected to sCinlulate 
the etandardization work within his diviuion by all appro- 
priate-means, for example, correspondence (irkluding corres- 

pondence with national surveying and mapping agenc%es), di- 
visional meetings etcr 
1.7. The di9isional representative will be responeible:for 
ensurily that the work of the Group of Experst and Us po- 
tential for technical aveistance are brought to the attention 



of fho.indiv$dual countries within his division and for re- 
. 

porting to the United Xations any special psoblems within 

his divisionr 

1.8. To discuss technical and procedural matters a division 

may organise regional meetings during United hations confe- 

rences on geographical names ana meetings of the Group of 

Experts or at any other convenient time. 

1.9. Governments may appoint national experts to attend 

meetings of the Group of Experts on the unaerstanding that 

the said national experts will have the right of voice and 

that their attendance will be co-ordinated tith'the expert ,I> 

who represents the division in question and who will vote on 

behaif of the division. 
;. *. 

. .- . -. 
2. Officers. 

c 

2,.1. The .group of Experts will elect the following officers*' 

a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and a Bapporteur. 

2.2. AU provisions regarding.their election and functioning 

are g%ven below in the Hules of Procedure. 

3.h'orking.Groups. 

3.1. Working Groups of specialists may be formed by the Group 

of Experts ulrder the chairmanship of one of the members of the 

Group, to study particular problems between meetings of the 

Group of Lxperts. 

3.2, To secure the effectiviness of the irorking Groups,t 

- Working Groups will be established only where the 

tasks assib?led to them have a direct bearing on the aims 

of the croup of &pertr: ? ,; 4, [.,"y ', Li'" 

- The need for the existence of Wortiing Groups will be 

reviewed at successive sessions of the Group of Ex- 

perts for the purposes of continuing or terminating 

their mandates; 

- lunediately after conferences, the Group of Experts will 

discuss and evaluate conference proceedings. tiorking 

Groups and their mandates will be evaluated. Kew Wor- 

king Groups will be formed as required. 



4. Specialists invited to a yes- 

sion of tfie Group of Experts. 

The Chairman of the Group of Experts may, in accordance 

with the ea.tablished procedure, imite persong with spe- 

cial knowledge on particular aspects of the atunda,rdization 

of geographical names-, to participate in the sessions of 

the Group. 

V. Rules of procedure. 

(as contained,in the report of the 10th Yeu-sion) 
(ESA/RT/C/GN/8, Annex III) 

v 


