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PREAMBLE

1. The Aims, Functions and Modus Operandi of the United Nations Group of
Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) were adopted at the 2nd Session
of UNGEGN in 1970, and modified at the Sth Session in 1973, at the 6th
Session in 1975 and the 8th Session in 1979. .

2. The premise from the beginning was that the objectives of UNGEGN could
be best achieved through the grouping of UN member countries xnto either
linguistic divisions or geographical divisions.

3. There have been instances where some positive results have been achieved

through divisional association among member nations of the UN, examples

- being in the Asia South-East and Pacific South-West Division, the Dutch

and German-Speaking Division, the Romano-Hellenic Division and the Norden
Division.

4. At least one sovereign state participates in UNGEGN as a single division,
rendering the concept that UNGEGN should be composed of divisions, with
two or more sovereign states in each, somewhat obsolets.

L There are several situations where the divisional structure has not
worked at all, especially in Africa and Asia. Many of the divisions
have never bothered to select a chairman. Several times experts have
spoken. at UN sessions without indicating whether they are speaking on
behalf of their divisions or of their countries only. Often it is never
certain if an expert is speaking on behalf of his country or making
only personal observations.
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