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With the succeesful progress of the investigation and standardiza-
tion of geographicel names , the technique of automated processing of
geographical names lata has developed rather fast in China eince 1984 .

I. The rosearch on computer processing of data in Chinese languages
vas carried out , including computer input , management , retrieval ,
analysis , statistics , sequence composition ; communication and output
of Han characters and minority languages euch as Mongolian , Tibetan ,
uygur end Kazek . Up to now , more than 400 schemes for inputing Ean
characters into computer has been developed , including various types ,
e.g. Han character coding , hand-written form , phonetics identifica-
tion ., Decades of them have been used in large, medium or mini computers
such as IEM , VAX , FPDP , PRIME, HP computers . The microcomputer system
with compatible functions for processing original language , Han chacac-
ters , Mongolian , Tibezan , Uygur end Kazak languages , -has come out .

II. Sequence zomposition of Han character data by computer is one¢
of the key techniques for automatically compiling Chinese gazetteers .

, The»progfam developed by the Research Institute of Surveying end Mapping
may realize comprehensive sequence composition of geographical names in
Han characters by phonetics, strokes and order of strokes of the charace
ters according tc the composition requirement of the gazetteer .

III. As regards computer output system for Chinese languages , in
addition to the output of Hen characters and minority languages in va-
rious written forms , shapes and sizes by a general dot printer , two
tyres of special equipments were developed: the computer laser automated
reproduction and composition system end the digital control map repro=- -
duction and composition system . The former as a computer controlled
composition system is comprehensively used in editing newspapers, journals
and books . The latter used on-line with geographical names information ’
system may produce map lettering plates .



IV. On the basis of the above-mentioned development , the technique
of automated processing of geographical names data is being developed and:
research and experiment on the establishment of geographical names infor-
mation system is being carried out . The index of geographical names for
"the China National CGeneral Atlas" , compiled by computer for the first
time in China , has now entered the etage of the compilation examination.
In eome areas in China , toponymists has elsoc graduslly put the geogra-
phical names information of the area into computer , thus mantging geo-
graphical names of that area with computer and providing the concerned
departments with intensive service for gepgraphical names irnformation .



