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Why have official geographic names?
k * To provide practical, unambiguous, fundamental and unique location identification
= and navigation for the physical landscape we live in
s * To recognise heritage and culture - to give a sense of place
 To provide a reliable and authoritative source for standardised, consistent and
_ accurate names
3 e * To demonstrate New Zealand’s jurisdictional interests
* To provide a fundamental data theme for geospatial data layers
* To resolve problems of consistency in the authorization and use of geographical
names
% * To identify where we are as we go about our everyday business - they are a
component of our infrastructure, and most importantly they matter in emergency
responses
* To ensure that important names are preserved and restored
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Why are geographic names important to New Zealanders?
ol * There are long term benefits to the nation - practical, administrative, social, cultural, historical -
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: including national or cultural identity
I ' SolEsg " * A geographic name is a fundamental part of an address along with the road name and property
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o AT s y = e 570 number. Unique and usable geographic names are a key way to locate people and property,
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I . e « The NZGB wants to understand the views of New Zealand communities so its can make informed, robust -
15 AL " | and enduring decisions on geographic name proposals
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4 BT e g | Why are Maori geographic names so important?
e e « New Zealand geographic names indicate the cultural diversity of people past and present. They reflect New Zealand’s
history and the different people who have lived here. Of these people, Maori have lived here for many centuries as the
Wiy indigenous people and are responsible for many of the geographic names in New Zealand
- i « M3ori is an official New Zealand language
| ot el ¢ g B * The importance of recording of Maori geographic hames has been recognised in legislation and in the NZGB’s strategic
oM e\ ) 2 goals and policies
% : T o T G * Since the 1970s there has been a steady move towards greater recognition of the significance of Maori geographic names
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A s B T Wi Pggur 7 as part of New Zealand’s history and culture. Milestones include the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 and the Maori Language
L Al g - | Act 1987 (updated in 2016)
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: i Sy n,,f S ' * The increasing recognition of Maori geographic names acknowledges the importance of matauranga (knowledge) and
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R i ;;,mf;;;%i_;’j;*’sa';m«a I T W korero (speaking). These stories and history preserve and celebrate the identity and mana (status) of Maori communities
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, , ‘:5} ' i st 5 A What about Treaty of Waitangi' names?
B b@cf} -wwa,mimmff’ % | - * To give effect to the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi), the NZGB is required to collect and encourage the use of original Maori
% T i ¥ Al %@T e W ) geographic names where they exist. It is also good practice to record the history of a place or feature, and naming it is a key way of
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e Sri | g 7 - * Knowing the stories behind geographic names adds to our sense of identity and belonging - helping us to better connect with who we
Sy e sl o are, where we’re from, and the importance of those who came before us
! e il * This includes the on-going commitment to post settlement relationships with Maori including restoration of mana (status) and identity
o TS 2 | R e which are intrinsically linked to the geography of the land and the story of place
A 75 B s g  The NZGB’s contribution to geographic names in the cultural redress part of Treaty of Waitangi settlements continues to be an
Important priority
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Admiralty BA 1212 (1866) Chart: John Lort Stokes b 169° % 'Treaty of Waitangi: The agreement signed by representatives of the Queen of England and leaders of most M3aori tribes when Great Britain first claimed New Zealand as a colony in 1840 2
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