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THE INTERNATIONAL MAP YEAR 2015/16

1. INTRODUCTION
The main purpose of the International Map Year (IMY), that was held from August 2015 December 2016 was to expose the importance of maps and geographic information in human
society. Our ever more complex civilisation would be lost without maps and a proper use of
geographic information. It is therefore most important that every global inhabitant has access to
maps and to geographic information, and that maps and geographic information can be easily
retrieved and used.
Following the convincing nature of such statements, the United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference (UNRCC) in Bangkok in October 2012 adopted a resolution stating that, on behalf of
UNRCC, the International Cartographic Association (ICA) should organise the International Map
Year. The resolution read as follows:
The conference,
recognizing the enormous benefit of reliable and authoritative geospatial information and maps in
decision making for sustainable use of natural resources, economic development and for community
well-being;
noting the need to promote geospatial information education and training for national
governments, decision makers, the geospatial industry and users;
also noting the preparations made by the International Cartographic Association ad-hoc committee
for the International Map Year, and the support by the Joint Board of Geospatial Societies (JB-GIS)
on this initiative;
recommends the International Cartographic Association (ICA) to organize an International Map
Year in 2015.
Pragmatically, it was determined that the most appropriate vehicle for driving the United Nations
involvement should be the United Nations’ Initiative on Global Geospatial Information
Management (UN-GGIM) and this body endorsed the International Map year in 2014: The
committee endorses the International Map Year 2015–2016 as proposed by the International
Cartographic Association as a valuable means to promote the importance of maps and
Geoinformation. (GGIM Report on the fourth session (6–8 August 2014))
2. WHAT WAS THE INTERNATIONAL MAP YEAR?
Meant as a worldwide celebration of maps and their unique role in our world. IMY has provided a
large number of additional opportunities to demonstrate, follow, and get involved in the art, science
and technology of making and using maps and geographic information.
The specific purposes of IMY were to:
-Make maps more visible to citizens and school children in a global context;
-Give all students an opportunity to learn more about cartography and about its associated geospatial
sciences – geodesy, photogrammetry, remote sensing and surveying;
-Show how maps and atlases can be used in society;

-Encourage all to experience how information technology can be used in acquiring and handling
geographic information, and how it is possible to produce one’s own maps;
-Display and show different types of maps and map production;
-Show the technical development of mapping and atlas production;
-Demonstrate the necessity of a sustainable development of geographic information infrastructures.
IMY activities have focused on children and the general public, but also involved professionals and
government agencies, thus covering a significant number of non-specialists, with the intention of
showing the value of maps to all sectors. The expectation that an increased awareness of maps
resulting from IMY would improve the recruitment of students to cartography and cartographyrelated disciplines, could not be verified as yet.
By involving United Nations organisations ICA hoped to realize some further aims:
-To provide recognition by the United Nations and Member States of the importance of maps and
geospatial information;
-To ask Member States to encourage national mapping agencies and relevant government offices to
take part in IMY;
-To encourage member states on further support in making maps and geospatial information more
accessible;
-To motivate member states to improve the overall knowledge of the general public in how to use
maps and geospatial information;
-To provide recognition among geospatial professionals and local governments on the status of their
work.
You may well ask: why should this have been relevant to UNGEGN? My answer would be, because
geographical names are an essential part of maps; without names maps would, like photographs or
satellite imagery, unable to provide proper links with our environment.

Figure 1 -IMY buttons, with the IMY I love Maps logo designed at Vienna technical university , produced at the
department of Cartography and Geoinformatics in Olomouc University. Photo Vit Vozenilek.

3. ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT OF IMY
The special Working Group on the International Map Year, chaired by Bengt Rystedt, has delivered
a set of guidelines and resources allowing national delegates and cartographic organisations to offer
a full programme of activities and events. Primary management occurred at national level, with
each country having different contexts within which to address the IMY agenda.

Thus, an important first step was to get member nations to set up a National Committee to support
IMY activities and provide the public and ICA with basic information about the planned activities.
41 countries followed suit. The special IMY web site included the following sections: News, About,
Get Involved, Events, and The World of Maps. The News section was the landing page for the web
site. It contained a blog with posts from participating countries to highlight their IMY national
activities and other activities that have been organized at the international level by the ICA and its
members.
In the About section of the web site, the purposes of the worldwide celebration of maps are stated.
These include making maps visible to citizens and school children in a global context,
demonstrating how maps and atlases can be used in society, and showing how technology can be
used in collecting geographic information and producing maps. The About section also describes
how one of the key reasons for organizing IMY was the ICA’s desire to increase the recruitment of
students to cartography and cartography-related disciplines and to boost the identity of ICA and its
mission. Exhibits of maps at museums and libraries were very common (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Lyudmila Zinchuk, head of the Department of Cartographic Publications of the Russian
State Library, opens the map exhibition in Pashkov House. Copied from IMY homepage. Photo
Irina Karachevtseva of MExLab.
The Events section of the web site provided access to a calendar of past IMY events (figure 3). The
final section of the web site provides access to the e-book, The World of Maps, which is described
in greater detail below.
IMY was officially opened by Gregory Scott, UNSD, assisted by ICA President Georg Gartner and
IMY WG Chairperson Bengt Rystedt during the Opening Session of ICC in Rio de Janerio and it
would be finally closed during the ICC in Washington DC in July 2017.
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Figure 3. IMY activities around the world. Igor Drecki (2017).
4. ACTIVITIES IN IMY
An ICA-managed central project web-site was developed, offering suggestions including advice on
advertising and promotion, events and activities, and methods of engagement with the wide range of
politicians, civil servants, trade bodies, learned societies, educationalists, and members of the public
for whom IMY was to be of interest. Through the web site, a set of promotional materials was
made available to allow the National Committees to put together successful events. ICA has
granted organisations the copyright permission to use, copy, reproduce, and redistribute any or all of
the IMY materials found on this web site in support of local IMY events and efforts. Thus, logos,
fliers, brochures, posters, Powerpoint templates etc. have been made available.
In addition to access to these resources, the web-site presented a full Calendar of Events; reports of
activities; submission methods for educative material, commentary and experiences; blogs and
comments; contact details; diary notes; and event reports from around the world.
4.1

Events

In some countries, there are already established ‘map days’ or ‘GIS days’, either annual events or
occasional celebrations, sometimes led by commercial companies, sometimes promoted by learned
societies. Embracing such initiatives is expected to be a feature of IMY, and specific national
conferences can also be used to widen the scope of the programme. The initiative to have a
geographical names day, proposed at this session, could also be part of the IMY events. Exhibitions
of maps appear regularly in many countries, including travelling displays, library map displays, and

also previews of a nation’s contributions to each biennial International Cartographic Conference
(ICC). These, along with map competitions have become part of IMY in 2015 and 2016.
New book, The World of Maps
One of the most important educational resources delivered by the IMY Working Group of ICA, and
intended to be used worldwide to raise awareness of maps and mapping in the context of IMY, was
a specially prepared on-line book called The World of Maps published in July 2014. This specialist
textbook on cartography and geographic information, was initially published in English. It describes
how maps are created and used, presenting the importance of accurate and retrievable geographic
information, and providing possibilities to download such resources. Written voluntarily by an
international range of contributors, The World of Maps is available on the ICA web-site for free
download. It presents a set of individual chapters covering a variety of cartographic topics and
issues, and forms a coherent introduction, reference volume and work-book for those who are
interested in investigating the nature of contemporary mapping. One of the chapters in the book is
the one on geographical names, and that chapter has been added in its French translation to this
paper, for your consideration. Another chapter is the one on MapUse within the UN, showing all the
institutions within the UN family that engage in map production and analysis, in its Italian
translation.
4.1.1

A primary purpose of the book is to encourage those in the educational sector, both teachers and
high school/university students, to produce digital maps and increase their interest in further
education in geomatics. It does this with a richly illustrated and engaging appearance, and a
comprehensive coverage of all aspects of cartography.
Apart from the Italian and French translation, the book has also been translated into Spanish,
Portuguese, Hungarian, It is currently being translated into Arabic, Chinese and German as well, by
volunteer translation groups, thus providing their input to the success of the international map year.
Up to December 2016 the e-book webpage was visited – for browsing or downloading the texts, 25,
000 times.
4.1.2 Mapping the UN Sustainable development goals

Figure 4 -ICA maps supporting the UN sustainable development goals, hanging in the New York UN building corridors.

The posters as well as the catalog for the poster exhibition can be found on icaci.org/maps-andsustainable-development-goals.
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During the ICA meeting of commissions and working groups in Vienna in 2015, ICA president
Menno-Jan Kraak proposed that a poster should be produced for each of the UN sustainable goals.
That initiative succeeded well and the posters were displayed at the UN-GGIM meeting in New
York 3-5 August 2016 (Figure 4).
5. CONCLUSION
International Map Year (IMY) has been a worldwide celebration of maps and their unique role in
our world. Supported by relevant United Nations branches, IMY has brought an intensive
international, interdisciplinary, scientific, and social strategy to focus on the importance of maps and
geographic information in the world today. The most important legacies will be a new generation of
cartographers and geographic information scientists, as well as an exceptional level of interest and
participation from professionals, schoolchildren, the general public, and decision-makers,
worldwide.

E/CONF.105/64/CRP.64

* E/CONF.105/1
** Prepared by Ferjan Ormeling, the Netherlands

19

21

23

25

27

E/CONF.105/64/CRP.64
Sources:
Final report on the ICA working group for the
International Map Year to the ICA General
Assembly, July 2017, by Bewngt Rystedt
The World of Maps, Italian and French editions,
ICA website, 2016\
Final report to the ICA national delegates from
the ICA working Group for the International
Map Year, by Bengt Rystedt, 2017.

* E/CONF.105/1
** Prepared by Ferjan Ormeling, the Netherlands

