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What’s in the Relationship of UNGEGN with 
UN-GGIM – „Building Bridges“

1. The genesis of UNGEGN and UN-GGIM
2. The essence of a relationship
3. The common principles
4. The proposal for a cooperation model

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UN
GEGN/docs/11th-uncsgn-
docs/E_Conf.105_158_CRP.158_Relations
hip_UNGEGN-UN-GGIM_v1%202.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/11th-uncsgn-docs/E_Conf.105_158_CRP.158_Relationship_UNGEGN-UN-GGIM_v1 2.pdf


How was consultation process with UNGEGN and 
UN-GGIM organized and conducted?

• Preparation by UNGEGN Bureau: Jun 2016 - Jan 2017

• First consultation with UNGEGN: Feb-Mar 2017

• First consultation with UN-GGIM: Apr-May 2017

• Replies received (addressing one or both bodies)
UNGEGN  #17 UN-GGIM #12

Brunei Darussalam, Cameroon, Czechia, 
Dominica, Germany, Italy
Japan, Lesotho, Macau, Magadascar, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway,
Republic of Korea, Tunisia, United 
Kingdom

Denmark, Egypt, Germany, Japan, 
Madagascar, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sudan, Sweden, Uganda, United 
Kingdom



How was consultation process with UNGEGN and 
UN-GGIM organized and conducted?

Presentation@UN-GGIM-7

• Relationship document as „background
document“ and submission of a separate 
report to UN-GGIM-7
• http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-

C20-2017-
17%20Strengthening%20Collaboration%20with
%20UNGEGN%20Report.pdf

• Two UNGEGN experts nominated to 
contribute to UN-GGIM WG Fundamental 
Data Themes (since May 2017)

• Chair presented UNGEGN at the side event 
on “fundamental data themes” on Monday, 
31.07.2017

• Chair presented Report on Friday, 
04.08.2017 to UN-GGIM-7 Committee

http://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/GGIM7/E-C20-2017-17 Strengthening Collaboration with UNGEGN Report.pdf


What came out of the 7th Session of the UN-
GGIM Committee of Experts?
Statements #17 What?

Brazil Agrees with the principles…

Australia Encourages ongoing dialogue…

Nepal Local pronunciation to be addressed…

USA, Sweden, Norway, Mexico, 
Palestine, Argentina

Continue to streamline the work…endorses report

Japan Suggests to keep bodies separate…

Canada, Belgium Review cooperation…

Honduras Take into account historic names…

India Free of political influences…

Myanmar Focus on languages…

OGC Be compliant with international standards…

GGIM Academic Network Deliver the value…



What came out of the 7th Session of the UN-
GGIM Committee of Experts?

• Decision 7/114
• Welcomed the report…

• Endorsed the proposal to build
bridges and a stronger
relationship…

• Supported the common principles
of cooperation…

• Recognized that real benefits of
cooperation and collaboration will 
need to be anchored at the national 
level…



What came out of the 7th Session of the UN-
GGIM Committee of Experts?

• Joined UNGEGN and UN-GGIM Bureau Meeting, Saturday, 
5 August 2017, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
• Further discussion needed about what national institutional 

arrangements are to be in place…

• Bodies work substantially different

• UNGEGN does not sell very well what is done

• Work on common and concrete issues through initiatives/projects 
needed

• Establish liaison groups for UN-GGIM and UNGEGN

• Include Toponymy in the programme of the UN-GGIM Acadamic
Network –



What are the next steps?

• UN-GGIM has to prioritize its tasks and its agenda

• UNGEGN has to consider how to move forward (resolution)

• UNGEGN continues to contribute to the UN-GGIM Fundamental Data Themes 
initiative

• UNGEGN uses the UN-GGIM High Level Forum in Dec 2017 in Mexico (tbd)

• UN-GGIM and UNGEGN establish liaison groups

• UNGEGN proposes Toponomy content to the UN-GGIM Academic Network


