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The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names was established in pursuance of the Economic and So-
cial Council resolutions 715A COJII) of 23 .April 1359,
1314 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968 and 1854 (XXII) of 4 May 1973 to
further the standardization of geographical names on both
the national and the international levels.

JL.. lams and Epinciples

The main aims of the Group of Experts are:
- the working out of principles and methods for solving

the problems of national and international standardi-
za t ion of ge ogr ap h ic a 1 n ame s ;

- the collection and dissemination of information on
work of national and international bodies on the
standardization of geographical names to the United
Nations Bfember States;

- the sharing of experience of national bodies on the
standardization of geographical names;

- scientific and technical aid to developing countries
in national standardization of geographical names;

- the preparation of the United Hat ions regional and
international conferences on the standardization of
geographical names.
The Group of Experts acts as a collegiate, consultative

body; its resolutions are of recommendatory character.
Questions implicating national sovereignty are exclud-

ed from discussion in "the Group of Experts.
The Group of Experts in its activity adheres to the

principles of 'the Charter of the United Nations and proceeds
from the following provisions:

- the standardization of geographical names must, be based
on the achievements of modern science;
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- international standardization of geographical names
must be candied out on the basis of national standar-
dization.

II. Functions

To achieve the aims mentioned the Group of Experts
performs the following functions:

- co-ordinates the efforts of countries on the standar-
dization of geographical names;

- promotes fulfilment of the resolutions of the United
Nations international conferences on the standardi-
zation of geographical names;

- provides for continuity of activities on the standar-
dization of geographical names during the periods
between the conferences;

- considers matters of regional and working groups for-
mations.

III. Compos it ion

Th§ United Hat ions Group of Experts is compose d of re-
presentatives ~ of linguistic /geographical divisions appoint-
ed by the Governments of the United Nations Member States.
The Group of Experts is headed by elected officers wfoo gui-
de activities of the Group during and between the? sessions.

The Group of Experts, in its activities is supported by
the linguistic /geographical divisions.

1.1. The following divisions were formed, according to
linguistic/geograp bical principles:

1. Africa Central Division
2. Africa East Division
3. Africa West Division
4. Arabic Division
5. Asia East Division (other than China)
6. Asia South-East and Pacific South-West Division
7. Asia Saath-West Division (other than Arabic)
8. China Division
9. Dutch and German-speaking Division

10. Bast Central and South-East Europe Division
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11. India Division
12. Latin America Division
13. Horden Division
14. Romano-Hellenic Division
15. Union of Soviet Socialist fie publics Division
16. United Kingdom Division
17. United State.s of America/Kanada Division

1.2. The composition of the linguistic/geographical di-
visions may be reviserd, if necessary.

1.3. A country decides for itself to which linguistic/
geographical division it wishes to belong.

A country may also participate in the activities of di-
visions other than its own as an observer.

1.4. Each division by agreement with the governments of
its member states periodically selects an expert, who rep-
resents -the division as a whole and speaks on divisional matt-
ers at the sessions of the Group of Experts and on the UN
conferences, on the . standardization- of geographical names.

In order £'o guarantee continuity of the work, each
division by agreement with the governments of its member
states selects an alternate representative.

The divisional representative maintains continuous con-
tacts with his alternate.

1.5. The divisional representative stimulates activi-
ties on th6 standardization of geographical names within
his division by all appropriate? means (correspondence with
national bodies on the standardization of geographical na-
mes and with national surveying and mapping agencies, arran-
gement of meetings of the divisional experts).

1.6. The divisional representative informs member sta-
tes of the division about the activities of the Group of Ex-
perts as well as informs the Group of Experts about the
activities and problems of the division.

1.7. To discuss technical and procedural matters a di-
vision may organize regional meetings during the United
Nations conferences on geographical names and meetings of
the Group of Experts or at any other convenient time.

2. _Cf f ̂

2.1. The Group of Experts elects the following offi-
cers: a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and a Rapporteur.
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2.2.The elections of the officers are held at the ter-
mination of the respective United Motions conference on the
standardization of geographical names. The officers serve
unliil their successors are elected at the next United Nations
conference.

The procedure of the elections of the officers is given
below, in the rules of procedure.

.2.3- The secretariat for t-he Group of Experts is provided
by the Cartography Section of the HH Secretariat.

_2 ._Working__gr oups

3.1. Working groups are formed of the members of the
Group of Experts to study particular problems concerning the
standardisation of geographical names. When it is necessary a
working group may include specialists invited to take part
in the sessions of the Group of Experts.

3.2. Working groups are disbanded upon completion of
their appointed tasks. Expediency of prolongation of their
term of activities is considered at the; sessions of the
Group of Experts. If necessary, new working groups may be
appointed and their- tasks determined.

3.3. The Chairman and the Vice-Chair man of a working
group are elected ate the meetings of the working group by
methods of its own choosing.

4. Sj>ec_ialists_invit.ed_by_ the_ Grouj^ of

The Chairman of the Group of Experts may, in accordance
with the established procedure, invite persons with special
knowledge on particular aspects of the standardization of
geographical names, to participate in the sessions of the
Group.

IY. Bales of procedure

l,_3Sfe_mbershig

1.1. The expert who represents a division is a full
member of the Group of Experts with voting rights.

1.2. Efember states of the divisions may appoint natio-
nal experts to participate in the sessions of the Group of
Experts without the right to vote.
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2. S s i

2.1. She Groaip of Experts normally holds one session
every two years.

2.2. Sanitation for experts to participate in the
sessions of the Group of Experts is sent to Government on
behalf of the Secret ary-Gsaeral of the United Hat ions.

2.3. In years when a United Nations conference on the
standardization of geographical names is held, the Group of
Experts meets on dates immediately preceding the opening
date of the conference and immediately following the closing
date of the conference.

2.4. Sessions of the Group of Experts are held if majo-
rity of the representatives of divisions are present.

The agenda drawn up by the Group of Experts at its pre-
vious session and communicated5 to the Governments invited by
the Secretary-General to send experts to participate in the
session constitutes the provisional agenda for the session.
The agenda is discussed and approved at the session.

Experts participating in the session may propose addi-
tional items for inclusion in the agenda.

. . Gond uctof

4.1. The Chairman of the Group of Experts presides
over meetings. If the Chairman is to be absent from a meet-
ing or part thereof, or if he ceases to be able to perform,
his functions, the Yice-Chairman or the Rapporteur acts as
(Chairman.

4.2. If Sit her the Vice -Chair man or the Rapporteur
are unable to perform the functions of their office, the
Chairman appoints an expert to complete the unexpired por-
tion of either term of office.

5_ . _Se_cr e t^ar i at

5.1. The Secretary of the Group of Experts appointed
by jghe UN Secretary-General acts in that capacity in all
meetings of the Group. He may designate a member of the
secretariat to take his place at any meeting.

5.2. The Secretary is responsible for making all ne-
cessary arrangements for meetings and performs all other
work which the Grorap of Experts may require.
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5.3. T.he Secretary or his representative may at any
meeting make either oral or written statement concerning
any question under consideration.

6>.__General 2pwers_of JikfL Chairman

6.1. The Chairman declares the opening and closing of
each meeting of the Group of Experts, directs the discussi-
on at such meetings, accords the right to speak, puts ques-
tions to the vote and announces decisions. He rules on points
of order and has complete control over the proceedings of
the Group of Experts and over the maintenance of order at
its meetings.

6.2. The Chairman may, in the course of the discussions,
propose to the Group of Experts the closing of the list of
speakers or the adjournment or closure of the debate,

7«1« luring the discussion an espert may at any time
raise a point of order, which is immediately decided by the
Chairman. An expert may appeal against the ruling of the
Chairman. The appeal is immediately put to the vote and the
Chairman's ruling stands unless overruled by a majority of
the representatives of divisions present and voting,

7.2. The Group of Experts may limit the time allowed
to each speaker and the number; of times an expert may speak
on any question. If a speaker exceeds his allotted time,
the Chairman may with the consent of the Group of Experts
extend the time for his speech.

7.3, During the course of a debate, the Chairman may
announce the list of speakers and with the consent of the
Group of Experts, declare the list closed, The Chairman may,
however, accord the right of reply to any expert if, in his
opinion, a speech delivere-d after he has declared the list
closed makes this desirable. When there are no more speakers,
the Chairman declares the debate closed,

7.4» During the discussion of any matter, an expert may
move the adjournment of the debate on the item under discu-
ssion, Any such motion has priority. In addition to the pro-
poser of the motion, one expert is allowed to speak in fa-
vour of, and one expert against the motion, after which the
motion is immediately put to the vote.

7.5- An expert may at any t ime-move the closure of the
debate on the item under discussion, whether or not any
other expert has signified his/her wish to speak. Permission
to speak on the motion is accorded only to two speakers
opposing the closure, after which the motion is immediately
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ptzt to the vote.

jB._Bsci.s_ion - making

8.1. The Group of Experts as well as its regional and
working groups take decisions on all matters except proce-
dural matters by consensus.

8.2. Decisions on procedural matters are reached by
voting.

8.3. A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its
sponsor at any time before voting on it has commenced, pro-
vided that it, has not been amended. A proposal or a motion
thas withdrawn may be reintroduced by any expert.

8.4» When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it
may not be reconsidered at the same session unless the
Group of Experts, by a two thirds majority of the represen-
tatives of divisions present and voting, so decides.

Itermission to speak on a motion to reconsider is accor-
ded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after which
it is immediately put to the vote.

9._Jotin£.

9.1. Decisions of the Group of Experts on procedural
matters are reached by a majority of the divisional repre-
sentatives present and voting.

If a vote is equally divided a second vote is taken
after an adjournment of the meeting for 15 minutes.

If this vote also results is equality, the proposal
or motion is regarded as rejected.

9.2. A roll-call vote, if requested, is taken in the
English alphabetical order of the names of the divisions,
beginning with the division whose name is drawn by lot.
by the Chairman.

9.3. After the Chairman has announced the commencement
of voting, no expert must interrupt the voting except on a
point of order in connection with the actual conduct of
the voting.

9.4. The Chairman may permit experts to explain their
votes before or after the voting. The Chairman may limit
the time to be allowed for such explanations.

9.5. Parts of a proposal may be voted on separately if
an expert requests that the proposal be devided. Those
parts of the proposal that have been approved then are put
to the vote as a whole. 3f all the operative parts of a



proposal have been rejected, the proposal is considered
rejected as a whole.

9.6. When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amen-
dment is voted on first.

9.7. When two or more amendments are moved to a propo-
sal, the Group of Experts first votes on the amendment furth-
est removed in substance from the original proposal and
then on the amendment, next furthest removed therefrom, and
so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote.
When, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily
implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amen-
dment is not pat to the vote. If one or -more amendments are
adopted, the amended proposal is then voted upon.

9.8. 3f two or more proposals relate to the same ques-
tion, they are, unless the Group of Experts decides other-
wise, voted on in the order in which they were sumbitted.

The Group of Experts may, after each vote on a propo-
sal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal.

9..9. Revised proposals are voted on in the order in
which the original proposals were submitted, unless the re-
vision substantially departs from the original proposal.
In that lease, the original proposal is considered as with-
drawn and the revised proposal is treated as a new pro-
pos al.

9.10. A motion requiring that no decision be taken on
a proposal has priority over that proposal.

10JL, S.l§ciio.ns-

10.1. All elections are held by secret ballot unless
the Group of Experts decides otherwise.

10.2. When candidates are to be nominated, each nomina-
tion is made by only one: expert, after which the Group of
Experts immediately proceeds to the election.

10.3. When one or more elective places are to be fill-
ed1 at one time under the same conditions, each expert may
cast a vote for as many candidates as there are places to
be filled, and those candidates, in a number not exceeding
the number of such places, obtaining in the first ballot a
majority of votes cast and the largest number of votes are
elected.

10.4. If the number of candidates so elected is less
.than the number of places to be filled, additional ballots
are held to fill the remaining places. From such ballots
the candidates obtaining the least number of votes in the
previous ballot may be eliminated on the proposal of the
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Chairman.
10,5. In case of a tie among candidates obtaining a

majority of the votes cast, a second ballot is held among
them. If the votes remain equally divided, the elder or
eldest candidate is elected.

11

11.1. Chinese, English, French, Eussian and Spanish
are the official languages and English, French and Spanish
are the working languages of the session-. Working papers
are submitted in one of the working languages.

11.2. Speeches made in an official language are inter-
preted into the other official languages of the session.

11.3. Any expert may snake a speech in a language other
than an official language of the session if he provides for
interpretation into one such language.'

Interpretation into the other official languages of
the session by the interpreters of the secretariat may be
based on the interpretation given in the first such lan-
guage .

l2». Rec_ords_ of_the_meetings and of_the_s§j3sip_ns_

Sound recordings of the plenary meetings of the session
are made and kept by the secretariat. The Group of Experts
prepares a final report in English as the record of the ses-
sion. This report is distributed by the secretariat as soon
as possible after the closing of the session.

JL3.S. Jfrivac^ of_mee1;ings_

The meetings of the Group of Experts and meetings of
its working groups are held in private.

2A.. Invita;tion_of sp§_ca.alists

14.1. Specialists on particular aspects of the standar-
dization of geographical names may be invited to take part
in the work of the Group of Experts only when official
approval of the invitation has been obtained from their
Governments.
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14.2. The invited specialists may participate in the
discussions of the Group of Experts without the right to
vote.

Written documents submitted by these specialists are
distributed b,y the secretariat to all participants in the
sess ion.

15.1. APJBr.27J|l_o£ i.*1!-. Statute_ of_tha_United
Groaj) of_Exp§_rts

15-1. 'She Statute of the Group of Experts on Geogra-
phical Mames comes into effect after it has been approved
by the United Uations Economic and Social Council.

15.2. The Group of Experts may move amendments to the
Statute at its subsequent sessions. The amendments must be
approved by two thirds majority of the divisional repre-
sentatives present and voting.

No amendment becomes effective^ until it has been
approved by the Economic and Social Council.


