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Since the Thirteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for
Asia and the Pacific, United States cartographic activities have expanded to
i ncl ude advances in conputer technol ogy, renote sensing, geospatial geographic
i nformati on systens, and inertial and satellite positioning systens.

Al'l mapping and charting activities in the United States have been
i nfl uenced by the devel opment of automated cartographic techni ques and
equi prent. Conputers are applied to a broad spectrum of cartographic
activities, including conpilation, revision, maintenance, and production of
t opogr aphi c, orthophotographic, and i mage maps and aeronautical and nautica
charts.
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Advances in conmputer technol ogy over the |ast decade have pronpted Federa
mappi ng and charting agencies to build digital data bases that are useful to the
study of geol ogy, soils, hydrology, |and use, and | and cover. A mgjor
achi evenent since 1987 has been the devel opnent of standards for digita
cartographi c data throughout the cartographic conmunity.

The National |nmagery and Mappi ng Agency (NI MA) of the United States
Departnent of Defense (DOD) is responsible for the preparation of maps, charts
and geodetic products on a worldwi de (international) basis to neet nationa
def ence requirenents and for the preparati on of nautical and aeronautica
products to support the safety of navigation. The United States Geol ogi ca
Survey (USGS) of the United States Departnent of the Interior (DA) has the
national responsibility for preparing and making available nulti-purpose maps
and base cartographic data in a variety of forms. In recent years, the USGS has
concentrated on digitizing base categories of data on topographic maps, such as
hypsogr aphy, hydrography, and transportation systens, to create a Nationa
Digital Cartographic Data Base (NDCDB). O her Federal agencies are responsible
for collecting additional nmap data of public value. The National Ccean Service
(NCS) nonitors, assesses, and forecasts conditions in the coastal and oceanic
environnent to support effective nmanagenent, pronoting a healthy, safe, and
econom cal |l y productive coastal and oceanic environnment for present and future
generations. NOSis the primary civil agency within the United States Federa
Governnent responsi ble for the health and safety of the nation's coastal and
oceani c environnent. As part of the National Cceanic and At nospheric
Adm nistration (NOAA), the National Ccean Service provides a w de range of
products and services, established on the best scientific basis, for the
protection of life, property, and the environnent.

Recent activities are discussed under the follow ng headi ngs:

Ceodesy and Geophysics
Topogr aphi ¢ Mappi ng
Hydr ogr aphy and Oceanogr aphy
Aeronautical Charting

CGeogr aphi ¢ Names

Di gital Cartography

Renot e Sensi ng/ |l magery Processing
d obal Change

O her Projects



