
United Nations Secretariat                                                       ESA/STAT/AC.253/L3 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs               April 2012 
Statistics Division                                                   English Only 
  
GLOBAL FORUM ON GENDER STATISTICS 
27-29 March 2012            
Dead Sea, Jordan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report of the Fourth Global Forum on Gender Statistics * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
∗ This document is being reproduced without formal editing 



I. INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................................. 3 
Background and objectives ............................................................................................. 3 
Opening session .............................................................................................................. 3 
Organization of the meeting............................................................................................ 4 

II. SUMMARY OF PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS.............................................................. 5 
a. High-level panel on mainstreaming gender into the national statistical system ......... 5 
b. Session 1: Measuring economic empowerment of women......................................... 6 

Panel 1.a Measurement of poverty, women’s participation in the labour force, and 
access to economic and financial resources................................................................ 6 
Panel 1.b Women in rural areas, women’s employment in informal sector and 
informal employment, and unpaid work..................................................................... 8 

c. Session 2: Measuring women’s autonomy and physical empowerment................... 10 
Panel 2.a Gender based violence and women in vulnerable situations..................... 10 
Panel 2.b. Political empowerment of women and women’s autonomy.................... 11 

d. Session 3: Measuring empowerment of young women and adolescent girls ........... 13 
e. Session 4: Measuring knowledge and information empowerment of women .......... 15 
f. Session 5:  Emerging issues and international work on gender statistics.................. 16 

Panel 5a: Emerging issues on gender statistics......................................................... 16 
Panel 5b: International work on gender statistics ..................................................... 17 

III. SUMMARY DISCUSSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS........................................................... 19 

ANNEX 1:  WORK PROGRAMME...................................................................................................... 21 

ANNEX 2. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS.................................................................................................. 25 

 

 2



I. Introduction 

Background and objectives  

1. The Fourth Global Forum on Gender Statistics was held from 27-29 March 2012 at 
the Dead Sea, Jordan. It was organized by the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) 
and the Department of Statistics of Jordan, in collaboration with the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA), the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), the UN-Women, and the World Bank. The Forum was attended by over 
70 representatives of 10 international agencies, 4 regional commissions and 32 countries 
(see Annex 1 for the List of Participants). 
 
2. The focus of the 2012 Global Forum was on Women’s Empowerment, including: 
economic empowerment, autonomy and physical empowerment, and knowledge 
empowerment. It also reviewed progress in measuring youth-related issues such as child 
marriage and its consequences on the girl child.  Representatives of national statistical 
systems presented national experiences and best practices on how to collect women’s 
empowerment statistics and their uses in policy making. International agencies presented 
initiatives to assist countries in the production and analysis of gender statistics. The 
Forum was an important opportunity for statisticians and policy makers to share 
experiences and devise strategies to accelerate the process of mainstreaming gender into 
national statistical systems. 

Opening session 

3. Ms. Francesca Perucci delivered the opening statement on behalf of Mr. Paul 
Cheung, Director of the UNSD. In his statement, Mr. Cheung emphasized that gender 
statistics are keys for evidence-based policy making, and for monitoring trends in 
reducing gender inequality and progress in women’s empowerment. However, the lack of 
adequate data has been a serious impediment to informed and effective policy making on 
gender issues. Assessing development progress through a gender lens and understanding 
the structural causes of gender-based inequalities often require data that are not regularly 
produced by national statistical systems.  Therefore, he stressed the need to improve 
statistical systems and ensure the full mainstreaming of gender into data production, 
analysis and dissemination.   
 
4. Dr. Juraj Riecan, Director of the UNESCWA Statistics Division, expressed his 
appreciation to the Department of Statistics of Jordan and UNSD for organizing this 
important event in the Western Asia region.  Dr. Riecan stressed the importance of 
mainstreaming gender perspective into national statistical systems and acknowledged the 
progress made on engendering official statistics in many areas. However, he emphasized 
that numerous challenges exist in this complex area and there is still a long way to go.  
UNESCWA, working with partner UN agencies and regional organizations, will continue 
to provide substantive support to member countries in this area.  
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5. Mr. Fathi Al-Nsour, Director General of the Department of Statistics of Jordan, 
welcomed the participants to the Global Forum on behalf of the government of Jordan.  
Mr. Al-Nsour stated that gender equality and empowerment of women have become a 
priority in the development agenda.  The availability of high quality gender statistics is 
essential for policy formulation, planning, and measuring the progress in policy 
implementation and impact. He listed the several initiatives adopted by the Jordanian 
government to increase the economic participation of women.   He expressed his hope for 
the meeting to come out successfully with constructive recommendations to raise the 
level of gender statistics in general and women’s empowerment in particular. 
 
6. After the opening session, UNESCWA launched a survey module and toolkit on 
Violence against Women to help national statistical offices in Arab countries measure 
violence against women. Dr. Juraj Riecan stated that the project sought to strengthen the 
capacity of countries all over the world to measure violence against women regularly and 
appropriately and to monitor and evaluate the effect of legislation, policies and 
programmes to eradicate this kind of violence. 

Organization of the meeting 

7. The Forum was organized as a high level panel and five sessions, as follows:  
 

a. High-level panel on mainstreaming gender into the national statistical system  
b. Session 1: Measuring economic empowerment of women  

Panel 1.a: Measurement of poverty, women’s participation in the labour force, 
and access to economic and financial resource 
Panel 1.b: Women in rural areas, women’s employment in informal sector and 
informal employment, and unpaid work 

c. Session 2: Measuring women’s autonomy and physical empowerment 
Panel 2.a: Gender based violence and women in vulnerable situations 
Panel 2.b: Political empowerment of women and women’s autonomy  

d. Session 3: Measuring empowerment of young women and adolescent girls 
e. Session 4: Measuring knowledge and information empowerment of women  
f. Session 5: Emerging issues and international work on gender statistics  

Panel 5.a: Emerging issues on gender statistics  
Panel 5.b: International work on gender statistics  

 
All papers and presentations were made available at the website of the Global Forum on 
Gender Statistics: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/Jordan_Mar2012/Default_Jordan_2012.html
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II. Summary of presentations and discussions 

a. High-level panel on mainstreaming gender into the national statistical system 

8. Ms. Francesca Perucci (UNSD) chaired the high level panel. The panelists were: 
• Dr. Donya Ahmed, Acting General Director of Policies & Development,  

Bahrain Supreme Council for Women 
• Ms. Linda Laura Sabbadini, Director of Social and Environment Statistics, 

Italian National Institute of Statistics 
• Ms. Lina Castro, Assistant Secretary General, Philippines National 

Statistical Coordination Board 
 

9. Dr. Ahmed presented Bahrain Supreme Council for Women (SCW)’s experience in 
mainstreaming women’s needs in statistics for formulating, implementing and monitoring 
polices for women empowerment.  The SCW uses statistics to mainstream women’s 
needs in the four stages of implementation of the National Strategy for the Advancement 
of Bahraini Women: formulating a national action plan; evaluating a national action plan, 
adjusting, and formulating a new national action plan.  The SCW also works on 
improving gender sensitive data and indicators through the whole process described 
above by including more sensitive indicators of women’s needs in the database they 
maintain. 
 
10. A presentation on how the production and dissemination of official gender statistics 
can help support policy makers was presented by Ms. Sabbadini.  She gave four examples 
to show the importance of statistics for policies and gender mainstreaming.  The first 
example focused on using survey results to inform a violence against women campaign 
and facilitate the adoption of the law against stalking. The second example pointed out 
how gender statistics had been used to push the Italian government to establish a law 
against forced resignation from jobs for pregnant women.  The third example showed 
how the analysis from a health survey helped decision makers to choose the target 
population for a campaign on prevention of female cancers.  The last example focused on 
the importance of statistics to provide evidence to policy makers on the contribution of 
women to the economy, looking at their labour force participation as well as their unpaid 
work (housework and caring).  
 
11. Ms. Lina Castro introduced the efforts of the Philippine Statistical System (PSS) in 
advancing gender statistics. The PSS has institutionalized many initiatives towards 
improving the generation, dissemination and utilization of gender statistics in support of 
gender-sensitive development, including policies on gender statistics, coordination 
mechanisms, and gender statistical products and services.  Gender statistics are used to 
raise public awareness of governance issues and in enacted laws and proposed bills. Ms. 
Castro also mentioned that the major challenge in this area is the lack of resources 
allocated for gender statistics.  
 
12. In the discussion, participants highlighted the importance of bringing data producers 
and data users closely together to improve the dialogue between them.  This dialogue 
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provides the policy makers with better access to gender statistical products and services 
and makes gender statistics meaningful on the ground. 
 
13.  From Bahrain’s experience, it was agreed that using both quantitative and 
qualitative analysis leads to better information for gender programmes implementation 
and evaluation.  Integrating quantitative and qualitative analysis can provide a more 
complete picture of the gender issue being addressed and the effectiveness of the 
programme.  
 
14. It was stressed that institutionalizing gender mainstreaming is the key to promoting 
gender equality and empowerment of women.   
 
15. It was also pointed out that although lacking resources allocated to gender statistics 
is very common in most countries, national statistical offices can mobilize the resources 
in other line ministries and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In many cases, the 
involvement of these additional stakeholders can push the government to improve gender 
statistics.   

b. Session 1: Measuring economic empowerment of women  

Panel 1.a Measurement of poverty, women’s participation in the labour force, and 
access to economic and financial resources 
 
16.  Panel 1.a was chaired by Ms. Sulekha Patel from the World Bank. The panelists 
and discussant included: 

• Ms. Kauthar Hammed AL-Farsi, Oman 
• Ms. Marcella Jones-Puthoff, United States 
• Ms. Hang Lina, Cambodia 
• Ms. Shizuka Takamura, Japan 
• Discussant: Mr. Papa Seck, UN-Women 

  
17.  Ms. AL-Farsi presented on the situation of Omani women in the labour market.  
Based on the data from the Census 2012 and Manpower survey 2008, she pointed out the 
main characteristics of Omani women in the labour force, including the educational level 
of working women, main economic activities and occupations of working women, and 
their wages.  An interesting fact was that the majority of working Omani women are in 
the public sector. Ms. AL-Farsi also discussed some of the challenges Omani women face 
in the labour market, such as early withdrawal of Omani women from the labour market 
and the increasing number of Omani females searching for jobs.   
 
18. Poverty and labour force statistics in the United States were presented by Ms. Jones-
Puthoff.  She introduced the main four sources that provide poverty and labour force 
statistics: Current Population Survey (CPS), CPS - Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (ASEC), Supplemental Poverty Measure, and Women in America Report.  
Her presentation showed that: the participation of women in the workforce rose 
dramatically through the mid-1990s; despite their gains in labor market experience and in 
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education, women still earn less than men; and the percentage of female householders (no 
husband present) with children under 18 years living in poverty is still very high.  
 
19. Ms. Lina’s presentation focused on measuring women’s status and gender statistics 
in Cambodia through surveys and census.  The National Institute of Statistics (NIS) of 
Cambodia has carried out many initiatives to improve the data availability, access, and 
quality in gender statistics, which include: close cooperation with the Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs, the production of publications on gender, the development of a Gender 
Mainstreaming Strategy and Action Plan, and capacity building on Gender 
Mainstreaming in Planning.  She also mentioned some challenges faced by the NIS in 
improving gender statistics.  
 
20. The presentation made by Ms. Takamura focused on economic empowerment of 
women in Japan.  According to studies, Japan lags behind many countries in term of 
women’s economic participation and work opportunities. Women’s total wages are less 
than 40% of men’s.  Ms. Takamura used statistics from different sources to show that 
women hold the greatest potential to reinvigorate Japanese economy and there are many 
potential areas the government can explore.  Gender statistics also showed that there are 
still some barriers preventing women from active participation in the economic field.   
The presentation concluded with a set of recommendations to ministries including 
disseminating more evidence based gender statistics and good practices, increasing the 
representation of women in managerial positions, and developing social conditions to 
motivate women to fulfill their potential.  
 
21. Mr. Papa Seck summarized the presentations of the panelists.  He highlighted the 
importance of addressing gender mainstreaming and women’s empowerment together 
and the need of disaggregated data at a lower geographical level to measure gender 
inequality. He also mentioned that women’s access to financial/productive resources – 
credit – was not covered in any of the presentations, which may indicate the need to 
develop better measurements on this issue.  
 
22. Mr. Seck and other participants pointed out the difficulty of measuring poverty from 
a gender perspective.  There is a need to identify innovative ways to measure poverty for 
women and for men at the individual level.   
 
23.  The discussion highlighted the importance of integration of data from different 
sources to provide useful information to policy makers, and the need to find effective 
ways to communicate data/findings to policymakers, civil society and other stakeholders. 
 
24. It was noted that the underlying causes of women’s lack of employment 
opportunities varies from country to country,  including structural factors and cultural 
factors such as social norms.  High quality gender statistics will help policy makers to 
understand these underlying causes for better addressing women’s lack of employment 
opportunities. 
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Panel 1.b Women in rural areas, women’s employment in informal sector and 
informal employment, and unpaid work 
 
25. The chair of Panel 1.b was Ms. Lara Cavalcanti from Brazil and the panelists and 
discussant were: 

•  Ms. Valentina Stoevska, Internatioal Labour Organization (ILO) 
•  Dr. Dipankar Roy, Bangladesh  
•  Ms. Manal Sweidan, Jordan 
•  Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra, Mexico 
•  Ms. Bernice Serwah Ofosu-Baadu, Ghana 
•  Discussant: Ms. Gulnara Febres, World Bank 

 
26. Ms.Stoevska presented employment and gender differences in the informal 
economy.  She introduced the conceptual framework and international standard definition 
for informal economy, composed of jobs in the informal sector (focus is on the 
type/characteristics of the establishment or production unit) and informal employment 
(focus is on the characteristics of the job itself). Ms. Stoevska presented some statistics 
on gender differences in the informal economy.  Her presentation showed that statistics 
need to be detailed enough to show the different conditions of employment of women and 
men. However, adequate measurement of the informal sector is often lacking.  There is a 
need for further data disaggregation. 
 
27. Based on the last three rounds of the Labour Force Survey, three rounds of the 
Household Income and Expenditure Survey, and the Bangladesh Informal Sector Survey 
2010, Dr. Roy presented the male and female labour force participation in economy, 
poverty, and consumption in Bangladesh.  The statistics showed that the informal sector 
is a primary source of livelihood for many women and females dominate in unpaid 
contributing family workers. The presentation also showed that female-headed 
households experience lower level of poverty, and enjoy more welfare than male-headed 
households, but they experience higher inequality in consumption. 
 
28. Ms, Sweidan showed how to use data to understand the reasons behind the 
persistence of very low female labor force participation rate in Middle East and North 
African (MENA) countries.  The study used the data gathered from selected MENA cities 
– Amman, Cairo, and Sana’a, to test hypotheses and find out which are the most 
important constraints women face. The study highlighted that: (a) there are not enough 
opportunities for middle class women.  Job creation efforts are too focused on the 
micro/poor/uneducated and the educated/upper class.  Middle class married women with 
secondary education are left behind; (b) a major barrier to women’s work inside or 
outside the home are social norms and conservative attitudes. A high share of men is still 
opposed to women’s work.  Being married is a higher barrier to women’s work than child 
and elderly care; (c) the assumption was that if women don’t work in formal jobs, they 
are economically active from home or in the informal sector.  However, the study showed 
that home‐based and informal work are far less prevalent than expected. There is no 
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substitute for formal opportunities. This study was crucial to design specific interventions 
aiming at increasing women’s economic opportunities.  
 
29. Mr. Mejia Guerra presented the results of analysis on gender inequalities in Mexico, 
based on different surveys.  He presented the National Survey of Occupation and 
Employment and the national Time Use Survey (TUS), and how the results from these 
surveys were used to study gender inequities.  TUS provided clear evidence of the roles 
played by women and men in family and social life, and highlighted gender inequalities 
in time use. He also presented the results of the analysis of Mexico Satellite Account of 
Unpaid Household Work to study gender inequities. The gross economic value of unpaid 
household work was estimated at 23% of GDP, with women contributing to the 80% of 
this additional unpaid production. 
 
30. Ms. Ofosu-Baadu’s presentation focused on using gender statistics in policy making 
for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment  in Rural Ghana. Statistics showed that 
rural women in Ghana play a critical role in agricultural production and in the rural 
economy. Rural women are still facing violations of rights, discrimination and 
marginalization because of behaviors and attitudes within the cultural settings.   The 
presentation highlighted the need for gender statistics and sex disaggregated data for 
gender analysis to inform evidence based decision making in favour of rural women, and 
setting gendered targets and providing gender indicators to monitor and evaluate progress 
of rural women.   
 
31. The discussant, Ms.  Febres, gave a summary of the presentations in the panel. She 
pointed out that despite significant progress in female labour force participantion (FLFP) 
over the last 20 years, pervasive, persistent, and consistent gender differences remain. 
Understanding the reasons of low FLFP is vital for designing specific policies and 
interventions to increase opportunities for women.  She stressed the need to ensure that 
data collection follows internationally recommended standards, definitions and 
methodologies given that countries still use different sources of data and different 
instruments.  Ms. Febres also highlighted the importance of advocacy for the production 
of gender statistics and importance of training and capacity building. 
 
32. The discussion noted the lack of sex disaggregated data and gender-sensitive 
indicators for gender analysis to inform policy makers in most countries.  It was stressed 
the need for advocacy for evidence-based decision making. 
 
33. The participantes also pointed out the challenges countries face in understanding 
and implementing the international standards on informal employment/sector/ economy.   
This highlighted the need for further development of standards to measure the 
informal/formal employment continuum. 
 
34. Some participants expressed their interest in the best practices of other countries on 
how to measure women’s employment in the informal economy and unpaid work.  For 
example, Mexico’ experiences on TUS and Satellite Account of Unpaid Household Work 
could be shared with and benefit other countries. 
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c. Session 2: Measuring women’s autonomy and physical empowerment  

Panel 2.a Gender based violence and women in vulnerable situations 
 
35. Ms. Lina Castro (Philippines) chaired the panel.  The panelists and the discussant 
included:  

• Ms. Francescs Grum, UNSD 
• Ms. Stella Nassolo, Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
• Mr. Khalid Abukhalid, Palestine 
• Ms. Weam Al-Madi, United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA) 
• Discussant: Dr. Dipankar Roy, Bangladesh  

 
36. Ms. Francesca Grum (UNSD) presented the Guidelines for Producing Statistics on 
Violence against Woman (VAW), prepared by UNSD and based on a core minimum set 
of indicators endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission. The aim of the Guidelines is to 
standardize VAW measures and methodology across countries.  The Guidelines provide 
detailed methodological advice on what to measure, how to measure, special features of 
surveys on VAW, and all other relevant issues for National Statistics Organizations to 
conduct statistical surveys on VAW. Ms. Grum stressed the special features of VAW 
surveys such as: (a) the importance of appropriate sampling design (not to systematically 
exclude important population sub-groups); (b) the special training of interviewers; and (c) 
the ethical considerations (confidentiality, safety of respondents and interviewers, support 
to victims). Ms. Grum also pointed out that the Guidelines will be finalized in 2012 and 
submitted to the Statistical Commission at its next session for endorsement. Training 
workshops will be held to improve countries’ capacity in collecting, analysing, 
disseminating and using statistics on VAW. 
 
37. Ms. Nassolo shared the experience of the Uganda Bureau of Statistics on how to 
collect data on Gender Based Violence (GBV).  The main data sources on GBV are 
administrative records on crime and violence and data from specialized surveys.  She also 
presented the detailed levels of data collected, the questionnaire used in the survey, data 
analysis and data presentation.   Many challenges still exist in measuring GBV, such as 
narrow scope, economic violence not captured, double counting, and non-reporting. 
 
38. The experience of the 2011 Violence Survey in the Palestinian Territory was 
presented by Mr. Abukhalid.  The main objectives of the survey were: to examine 
political and domestic violence in the Palestinian society, to identify the demography of 
individuals exposed to violence, to provide evidence-based recommendations for policy 
makers to reduce violence, and to evaluate services offered to victims of violence. Five 
groups of population were included in the study and one module was designed for each 
targeted group. Both locally developed questionnaires and United Nation core indicators 
on VAW were used in the survey.  The major findings on occupation/political violence, 
violence in public space, and domestic violence were presented. 
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39. The presentation by Ms. Al-Madi provided an overview of UNRWA’s work on 
empowerment of Palestine refugee women.  She introduced the major tasks of UNRWA 
and its commitment toward gender equality as a strategy to advance development, peace, 
and security for Palestinian refugees. She presented the measurement of Palestinian 
refugee women’s autonomy in UNRWA programmes, surveys and projects, and 
Microfinance Programme Poverty Level Assessment surveys in Gaza.  At the end of her 
presentation, Ms. Al-Madi also briefly introduced the UNRWA Gender referral System 
Project. 
 
40. Dr. Roy summarized the presentations in the panel and emphasized the importance 
of using international standards for measuring VAW for international comparability.  He 
also briefly shared Bangladesh’s experience on conducting the VAW survey in 2011. 
 
41. In the discussion, it was pointed out that not every country can compile all the 
indicators recommended by the UNSD guidelines on VAW and culture and social norms 
differ from country to country.  Ms. Grum provided additional information on how the 
core indicators were selected by a group of experts (called Friends of the Chair on 
indicators on VAW) established by the UN Statistical Commission. She also stressed that 
the guidelines are an international framework providing standard definitions and concepts 
to ensure international comparability of statistics on violence against women (on the core 
set of indicators).  Countries should adapt the guidelines to their own needs by taking into 
account regional or national context.  UNSD will work with countries to adapt the 
guidelines to their needs and facilitate countries’ implementation.   
 
 
42. It was noted the importance of measuring where the victims go for help and 
assessing the quality of the help the institutions provide. 

Panel 2.b. Political empowerment of women and women’s autonomy 
 
43. The panel was chaired by Ms. Neda Jafar from UNESCWA. The panelists and the 
discussant included:  

• Ms. Sara Demofonti, Italy 
• Mr. Dhrijesh K. Tiwari, India 
• Ms. Lina Castro, Philippines 
• Ms. Lara Cavalcanti, Brazil 
• Mr. Kanobana Dominique Muchochori, Rwanda 
• Discussant: Ms. Manal Sweidan, Jordan 

 
44. Ms. Demofonti’s presentation used experience from Italy to show the criteria of 
choosing the right indicators to measure political empowerment of women.   The 
dimensions that she considered were: the different levels of political positions, 
disaggregated data by territorial levels, specific indicators that go beyond the mere 
presence of women in the highest positions, and comparison over time.  She also pointed 
out that at global level a set of indicators should be identified for  all countries to use and 
to ensure standardization. Thanks to a proper disaggregation of data, Ms. Demofonti 
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showed that while political participation of women and men in local government 
positions (as represented by the number of city mayors by sex) did not show any 
significant difference, when the additional information on the size of the city was added, 
women appeared to be more often assigned to very small municipalities and in rural areas.   
 
45. Political empowerment and autonomy of women in India was presented by Mr. 
Tiwari.  Although the law has granted many constitutional rights for women and the 
government started special initiatives for women, women’s presence in the National 
Parliament and the Council of Ministers was still low.  Women’s participation in 
decision-making depends on certain background characteristics like age-group and 
educational level.   One of the issues in measurement he highlighted was the difficulty of 
obtaining gender sensitive sub-national data.  He also stressed that more cross sectional 
analysis – effect of education, asset holding, age-distribution, rural/urban background – 
will be helpful for targeted policy interventions.  
  
46. Ms. Lina Castro presented how the 2008 National Demographic and Health Survey 
(NDHS) conducted by the Philippines National Statistics Office (NSO) was used to 
measure women’s empowerment and women’s autonomy in the Philippines.  The NDHS 
collected information on women’s empowerment in terms of employment, type of 
earnings, control over cash and earnings, women’s roles in making household decisions, 
women’s acceptance of wife beating, and freedom of movement. She presented the main 
findings of the analysis of the survey.   
 
47. The presentation of Ms. Cavalcanti focused on the participation of women in 
politics and in higher managerial positions in the labour market in Brazil. Statistics show 
that in spite of recent government efforts in improving women’s autonomy, Brazilian 
women are still underrepresented in all spheres of political power. In the labour market, 
higher hierarchical positions are also not evenly distributed among men and women. 
Positive changes are observed but occur very slowly. 
 
48. An example of using gender statistics to show the positive evidence of how to 
translate political will to women’s political empowerment and women’s autonomy was 
presented by Mr. Muchochori from Rwanda.   The Government of Rwanda embarked on 
a nation-wide program to mainstream gender in all national development programs and 
established the Gender Monitoring Office and a National Women’s Council.  Women’s 
political participation has significantly increased.   He also shared the best practice of 
mainstreaming Rwanda gender statistics – through the Gender Statistics Framework and 
related actions.  
 
49. Ms. Sweidan gave a quick review of the presentations in the panel.  She also 
presented the situation in political empowerment of women and women’s autonomy in 
Jordan. 
 
50. Participants agreed that although gender parity targets were achieved at a national 
level in some countries, large gender disparities still exist when looking at the 
disaggregated data at the sub-national level.  It was stressed that data on political 
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empowerment at all levels (national, sub-national) should be produced including 
disaggregating data in ways that can capture gender disparities. 
 
51. A few countries were very interested in the best practices in mainstreaming gender 
statistics in Rwanda and asked if they have produced gender statistics training manuals.  
Mr. Muchochori informed all participants that the Gender Statistics Framework of 
Rwanda will be launched on 3rd April, 2012.   The framework will be useful in gatherings 
gender relevant information and indicators in Rwanda. The related documents will be 
published on the website of the National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda and countries 
were encouraged to look at the website to benefit from the Rwandan experience. 
 
52. Participants also discussed how the interview on women’s roles in household 
decision making was conducted and suggested that efforts should be made to reconcile 
the difference in responses from husbands and wives.  It was agreed that a dynamic 
analysis of decision-making within the household should be carried out.  

d. Session 3: Measuring empowerment of young women and adolescent girls  

53. Ms. Mylen Mahobe from Malawi chaired this panel. The panelists and the 
discussant were: 

• Mr. Dhyaa Kadhum, Iraq 
• Mr. Khaled Al-Madani, Yemen   
• Ms. Larisa Illibezova , Kyrgyzstan and Ms. Nurgul Kinderbaeva, UNFPA- 

Kyrgyzstan 
• Mr. Jorge Segura, Costa Rica 
• Ms. Nadia Bashary, Sudan 
• Dr. Nafisa M. Bedri, Sudan 
• Discussant: Mr. Edilberto Loaiza, UNFPA 

 
54. An innovative approach on data collection through househoulds surveys in Iraq and 
the results and analysis on adolescent girls were presented by Mr Kadhum.  The Iraq 
Women Integrated Social and Health Survey (I-WISH) conducted in 2011 used the life 
cycle approach to identify/address women issues, including woman’s empowerment, 
reproductive health, family planning, VAW, and other relevant social and health 
dimensions.  The survey covered both perception and factual data indicators using multi-
dimensional thematic design.  Mr Kadhum used the module on adolescent girls 10-14 
years as an example to describe how the survey was conducted.  The results of the 
surveys were intended to be translated into specific policies, actions or programmes.  
 
55. Mr. Al-Madani and Ms. Bashary presented the basic facts on early marriage in 
Yemen and Sudan. Both presentations used censuses data for disaggregation of data at 
lower administrative levels (i.e. urban/rural and governorates).  Statistics showed that 
early marriage rates are still very high in both countries.  Yemen’s presentation also 
linked high adolescent pregnancy rates to low educational attainment and pointed out that 
education is key to preventing early pregnancy. 
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56. The development of a National Gender Statistics System on Domestic Violence in 
Kyrgyz Republic was presented by Ms. Kinderbaeva.   Domestic Violence has been 
institutionalized in the national statistical system in Kyrgyzstan. The multi-sectoral data 
collection system on Domestic Violence has been set up and there is a clear data 
collection structure.  Ms. Kinderbaeva presented the main findings in early marriage, 
adolescent pregnancy, health and access to services, and related challenges.  She stressed 
that to improve gender mainstreaming in the national statistical system, there is a need to 
improve accessibility of gender statistics and build gender sensitivity within NSO staff, 
as well as the staff of other agencies responsible for gender analysis and mainstreaming at 
their workplace.  
 
57. Mr. Segura shared the Costa Rican experience on the use of data for the design and 
implementation of policies on youth, specifically, on the implementation of tools and 
topics concerning adolescent and young women.  The main work carried out by Costa 
Rica focused around the development of a national statistical system for adolescent and 
young people.   The information and data collected from different tools were used in the 
design and development of policies, programmes, and services, such as the National 
Policy of Sexuality (2010 - 2021), mass media campaigns and educational materials.  He 
also pointed out that some of these tasks are specific to a locality or age group.  Mr. 
Segura stressed the importance of: political will, government actions, support from 
international agencies, and training in the diagnosis and use of statistics about women and 
youth.    
 
58. Dr. Bedri presented Ending Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C) through 
evidence based advocacy in Sudan.  FGM/C is a world wide problem and its prevalence 
is particularly high in Sudan.  Ms. Bredi’s presentation focused on how advocacy efforts 
in Sudan by different players have made use of existing statistics to examine differentials 
and trends in prevalence, and highlighted patterns within the data that can strategically 
inform policy and laws pertaining to FGM/C at different levels.  Dr. Bedri also described 
how national surveys in Sudan have evolved to respond to the need of the campaign and 
how national and states mechanisms in Sudan have employed existing evidence to 
influence laws at national and states level.   
 
59. Mr. Loaiza gave a summary of the panel and pointed out the variation among the 
presentations may indicate countries are at different stages in the development of data, 
policies, programmes, and interventions.  Besides the best practices shared in this panel, 
he also highlighted the need for adequate monitoring and evaluation frameworks that will 
eventually allow us to identify evidence based interventions, the importance of proper 
planning and perhaps management based on results and documentation of experiences as 
lessons learned, and establishing communities of practice for cross-fertilization and better 
use of resources (including south-to-south cooperation).    
 
60. The shocking facts presented on domestic violence, high FGM/C prevalence, and  
high child marriage rates highlighted the importace of linking data findings with policy 
making and developing and implementing advocacy, interventions, and programmes.   
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61. Participants were interested in how the Kyrgyzstan government has done in tackling 
the high bride kidnapping rate, especially in rural area.  The Kyrgyz Criminal Code has 
explicitly stated that forced marriage and kidnapping is a crime and guilty offenders 
receive up to three years in jail.  The meeting was informed that 2012 is the year of 
prevention of bride kidnapping and that the government has launched a campaign to stop 
bride kidnapping.  

e. Session 4: Measuring knowledge and information empowerment of women  

62. Panel 4 was chaired by Ms. Rawia ElBatrawi from Egypt, the panelists and 
discussant were: 

• Ms. Rosario Garcia Calderon, The Institute for Statistics of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO-
UIS) 

• Ms. Aerina Kim, Republic of Korea 
• Ms. Wei Liu, China 
• Ms. Neda Jafar, UNESCWA 
• Discussant: Ms. Patricia Eweama, Nigeria 
 

63. Ms. Calderon discussed the importance of statistics for evidence based policy and 
decision making in the field of science, technology and gender statistics (STG) and 
presented the general issues of STG information, statistics and indicators. She presented 
the UIS’s World Atlas on Gender Equality in Education, which allows readers to 
visualize the educational pathways of girls and boys and track changes in gender 
disparities over time.  She also introduced the UIS Global R&D Surveys.  Ms. Calderon  
also reported that in mainstreaming STG, considerable progress has been made in data 
collection, research, capacity building and reporting. However, information is still 
insufficient and provides only a partial picture.  A better measurement of STG requires an 
important effort from the various stakeholders in order to produce quality statistics that 
respond to the demands of policy makers and at the same time allow better cross-national 
comparability. 
 
64. The presentation of Ms. Kim focused on Korea’s experience on how to enhance 
Women's Empowerment through education. The paper introduced a gender sensitive 
policy in Korea: the Gender Impact Assessment (GIA) and its legal framework. GIA 
promotes the contribution of government policies to gender equality. The results of GIA 
are reflected in Gender Sensitive Budgeting (GSB). The production of gender statistics 
and national and local gender equality index provide a basis for effective implementation 
of Gender Sensitive Policies.  Ms. Kim provided statistics on women’s status in the 
country and highlighted the educational support for women’s competence development as 
well as measures aimed at unlocking the potential of women.  She also presented the 
measures to enhance knowledge of women, including customised support for women’s 
empowerment by utilizing gender statistics. 
 
65. Ms. Liu presented gender differences in education and science in China.  The 
presentation identified gender equality mechanisms in China and listed data sources of 
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gender statistics in education, science and technology.  Ms. Liu used statistics to show 
that the women’s situation has improved significantly in education, science, and 
technology fields, while the gender gaps still exist. The presentation concluded by 
stressing that gender equality in higher education will be the fundamental solution. 
 
66. The presentation made by Ms. Jafar discussed the importance of the gender 
dimension in science, the importance of science and technology in promoting economic 
growth, and the need to compile data on the key indicators on women and men which are 
of the basis for the mainstreaming approach to equal opportunities.  Ms. Jafar’s 
presentation analysed the participation of women in various fields in science and 
technology across selected Arab countries and concluded that there is gender inequality 
in the field of science.  She highlighted the need for regular collection and monitoring of 
gender relevant data on science, using harmonized statistics to facilitate cross-national 
comparisons and monitoring..  
 
67. After the four presentations, Ms. Eweama summarized each contribution and gave 
her personal opinions and comments.  She highlighted that statistics are vital for policy 
and programme planning, monitoring, evaluation, impact analysis, and assessment.  
Therefore, statistics must be credible, comprehensive, timely, user friendly, in 
understandable formats and produced according to standardised methodologies. 
 
68. Participants noted the difficulty of a systematic data collection at the tertiary level of 
education and asked if UIS has developed methodological guidelines on data collection 
mechanisms. 
 
69. From the statistics presented in the ESCWA’s presentation, Tunisia seemed to 
outperform other countries in the region in term of gender equality in many fields in 
science and technology.  Participants expressed interest in knowing the lessons learned 
from Tunisia and would like to benefit from Tunisia best practices.  
 
70. Participants also stressed the need of good information and data for policy making, 
the importance of bridging the gaps between policy makers and data producers, and the 
importance of translating statistics into policy implementation. 

f. Session 5:  Emerging issues and international work on gender statistics  

Panel 5a: Emerging issues on gender statistics 
 
71. Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra from Mexico and Ms. Lina Castro from the 
Philippines, the co-chairs of the advisory group on emerging issues of the Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on Gender Statistics (IAEG-GS), chaired the panel.  The panelists 
included:  

• Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra, Mexico 
• Mr. Papa Seck, UN-Women 
• Ms. Luisa Cremonese, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) 
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72. Mr. Mejia Guerra , one of the co-chairs of the advisory group, presented the 
proposed Terms of Reference of the advisory group on emerging issues. The main 
objective of the advisory group is to examine emerging and unaddressed existing key 
gender issues, identify data gaps and measurement problems, and develop strategies to 
address these issues in the development of gender statistics. He presented the main tasks 
to be undertaken by the group, some of the emerging issues identified, the current list of 
members, and the proposed activities of the advisory group.  
 
73. Mr. Papa Seck presented the Evidence and Data for Gender Equality (EDGE) 
initiative. The EDGE initiative is a new initiative led by UN-Women and UNSD, in 
collaboration with OECD and the World Bank. The project will contribute to existing 
efforts to have comparable gender indicators on health, education, employment, 
entrepreneurship and asset ownership. The EDGE activities include: developing a 
database for international data and metadata compilation covering basic health, education 
and employment indicators; methodological development of standards and guidelines for 
entrepreneurship and asset ownership indicators and pilot data collection in 10 countries; 
and presenting results of methodological work to the UN Statistical Commission for its 
consideration. Mr. Seck also presented the process, country pilot selection, and cost and 
financing of the initiative.   
 
74. Ms. Cremonese presented evidence based protection initiatives for refugee and 
displaced women and girls.  UNHCR is engaging with refugees and displaced persons for 
a life free of violence, for earning a living in dignity, for the right to education, health, 
and adequate shelter. UNHCR has established the Age, Gender and Diversity 
Mainstreaming (AGDM) strategy to protect and empower disenfranchised groups.  In order 
to transit to a results-based management of protection for women and girls, through 
regional dialogues, UNHCR defined four areas of protection and identified a set of 13 
relevant indicators.  UNHCR also published a handbook for the Protection of Women and 
Girls. 

Panel 5b: International work on gender statistics 
 
75. Panel 5.b was chaired by Ms. Valentina Stoevska from ILO.  The panelists included: 

• Ms. Yongyi Min, UNSD 
• Mr. Andres Vikat, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE) 
• Mr. Raj Gautam Mitra, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA) 
• Ms. Sharita Serrao, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 
• Ms. Neda Jafar, UNESCWA 

 
76. Ms. Yongyi Min presented the minimum set of gender indicators developed by a 
sub-group of the IAEG-GS.  The minimum set of indicators is meant to provide a basis 
from which to promote the production and compilation of gender statistics at the national 
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level.  The choice of indicators for the list was guided by three criteria. Indicator should: 
(a) address relevant issues related to gender equality and/or women’s empowerment; (b) 
be conceptually clear, easy to interpret, and have an agreed international definition; (c) 
have been regularly produced by countries, with sufficient coverage to allow regional or 
national comparisons and tracking of progress over time. Based on the criteria, the 
proposed indicators can be categorized into three tiers: Tier 1, including indicators that 
meet all three criteria above; Tier 2, including indicators that meet criteria 1 and 2; and 
Tier 3, includes indicators that meet criterion 1 only.  The next steps on the work of the 
minimum set are: initiating international data compilation of indicators in tier 1; 
promoting capacity-building activities to expand the data coverage of indicators in tier 2; 
discussing with IAEG partners possible modalities and resources to prepare 
guidelines/handbook on the compilation of the indicators; and undertaking 
methodological work on indicators in tier 3 and emerging issues. 
 
77. Ms. Min also presented the revised draft of the Gender Statistics Manual. The main 
focus of the manual is gender mainstreaming in national statistics. The manual will help 
statisticians to: identify gaps in gender statistics and develop a coherent and 
comprehensive plan for the production of gender statistics; ensure that survey instruments 
and censuses take into account gender issues and avoid gender-biases in measurement; 
improve data analysis and data presentation and deliver gender statistics in a format that 
is easy to use by policymakers and planners.  She presented the table of contents of the 
manual, the current status of the manual and the next steps.  It was mentioned the first 
draft will be finalized by June 2012. As part of its work programme and with financial 
contribution by the World Bank, UNSD will develop a eeb-based application for an 
interactive version of the manual and will field test the manual at a training workshop to 
be held in the sub-Saharan African region. 
 
78. Preliminary results of the global programme review of gender statistics were 
presented by Mr. Andres Vikat from the UNECE, Ms. Sharita Serrao from the 
UNESCAP, Ms. Neda Jafar from UNESCAW, and Mr. Raj Gautam Mitra from UNECA.  
The objectives of the survey are: to conduct a review of gender statistics in national 
statistical systems; to obtain information on how gender perspectives are mainstreamed 
into national statistical systems including all traditional areas of statistical production as 
well as new emerging areas; and to gather information to help identify good practices and 
challenges to integrate gender into the production and use of statistics. 
 
79. From the preliminary results, it was noted that the response rates vary by region and 
there are wide variations among countries, which reflect their different levels of progress 
in gender statistics.  The importance of gender statistics has been recognized by the 
majority of the countries and many countries have carried out regular data production in 
key areas.   
 
80. It was pointed out that gaps and inconsistencies exist in the responses to the survey, 
which will require the Regional Commissions to follow up and engage with countries to 
improve the responses. It was also noted that the same response from different countries 
to one question may have different interpretation. Therefore, the results should be 
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interpreted with caution. The open end answers in the questionnaire also provided 
important information.  

III. Summary discussions and recommendations 

81. In the final session, Ms. Francesca Perucci presented the conclusions and 
recommendations that emanated from the presentations, discussions and participants’ 
interventions over the three days.  
 
82. The high-level panel highlighted the need for:  

• using both gender quantitative and qualitative analysis; 
• institutionalizing gender mainstreaming in statistics; 
• improving dialogues between data producers and users; 
• linking indicators to monitoring programme effectiveness (results based 

monitoring) 
  
83. The panels on women’s economic empowerment stressed the need to: 

• identify the underlying causes of women’s lack of employment opportunities, 
including structural factors such as social norms, culture, etc; 

• identify innovative ways to measure poverty from a gender perspective; 
• find effective ways to communicate data/findings to policymakers, civil 

society and other stakeholders. 
It also stressed the importance of:  

• promoting the development of standards to measure the informal/formal 
employment continuum,  

• understanding the links between unpaid family work in agriculture and 
poverty, including considering household structure,  

• promoting the implementation of Time Use Surveys to better understand 
gender roles, derive measures of progress of society, and produce satellite 
accounts on unpaid work. 

 
84. In the area of physical empowerment, the meeting agreed on the need to:  

• promote the use of the new UNSD guidelines for the measurement of VAW, 
including their adaptations to national circumstances and the specific needs of 
conflict and post conflict countries;  

• promote harmonized gender sensitive data collection on refugees and 
internally displaced persons;  

• Promote innovative approaches (life cycle analysis) to identify/address 
women’s issues and translate them into policy and programmes;  

• Stress the importance to design and develop mass media campaigns, 
educational materials, and attention models among others based on existing 
data; 

• Develop adequate monitoring and evaluation frameworks that allow the 
identification of evidence based interventions to eradicate FGM/C and other 
harmful practices. 
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85. In the area of women’s political empowerment, the meeting highlighted the 
following: the need to present data on political empowerment at all levels (national, sub-
national) including disaggregating data in ways that can capture gender disparities; and 
the need to improve the analysis of decision making dynamics in the household.  
 
86. In the area of knowledge empowerment, the meeting addressed the importance of 
measuring not just education, but also women’s role in science and access to information, 
media and technology, and how to best translate statistics into policy making and 
implementation to improve knowledge empowerment of women. 
 
87. Finally, the forum agreed on the way forward.  The IAEG on Gender Statistics is 
chaired by Jordan, assisted by the UNSD Secretariat, until 2014.  It was agreed that the 
5th forum will be held in the Latin America and Caribbean region in 2014 and the 
possible location is Mexico.   The main focus of 5th Global Forum on Gender Statistics 
can be: Gender Analysis on Women’s Empowerment and Use of Gender Data and 
Indicators.  It will include: 

• Improving use of data for monitoring effectiveness of gender equality and 
women’s empowerment policies and programmes, designing campaigns using 
gender-based data and indicators, and strengthening the users-producers 
dialogue. 

• Economic empowerment: understanding the underlying causes of employment 
patterns, innovative ways of measuring women’s and men’s poverty, formal 
and informal employment, links between unpaid family work in agriculture 
and poverty, and time use. 

• Political empowerment: understanding women’s political participation at all 
levels, national, sub-national, including characteristics of positions, and 
decision making in the household. 

• Physical autonomy and empowerment: understanding causes and ways to 
eradicate VAW and other harmful practices (FGM/C, early marriage), and 
understanding women and men’s situation in conflict and post-conflict 
countries, among refugees and IDP. 

• Knowledge empowerment: understanding educational patterns and choices, 
including women’s access to specific fields of study.  
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Annex 1:  Work Programme 

Day 1:    Tuesday, 27 March   

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.   Registration   

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Opening Session 
  

 Opening remarks Dr. Paul Cheung, Director 
United Nations Statistics Divisions 
 
Dr. Juraj Riecan, Director, Statistics Division 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA) 
 

 Keynote address  Mr. Fathi Al-Nsour, Director General  
Department of Statistics of Jordan  

                                    
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Tea Break   
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  High-level panel on mainstreaming gender into the national 

statistical system, Chair: Ms. Francesca Perucci, UNSD 
Panelists: 
Dr. Donya Ahmed, Acting General Director of Policies & Development, 
Bahrain Supreme Council for Women  
Ms. Linda Laura Sabbadini, Director of Social and Environment Statistics, 
Italian National Institute of Statistics 
Ms. Lina Castro, Assistant Secretary General, Philippines National 
Statistical Coordination Board 
Discussion 

 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch   
 
Session 1: Measuring economic empowerment of women  
 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Panel 1.a.  Measurement of poverty, women’s participation in the 

labour force, and access to economic and financial resources, 
Chair: Ms. Sulekha Patel, World Bank 
Panellists: 
Omani Women in Labor Market (Ms. Kauthar Hammed AL-Farsi, Oman)  
Poverty and Labor Force Statistics in the United States (Ms. Marcella 
Jones-Puthoff, U.S.) 
Measuring Women Status and Gender Statistics in Cambodia (Ms. Hang 
Lina, Cambodia) 
Economic Empowerment of Women in Japan (Ms. Shizuka Takamura, 
Japan) 
Discussant: Mr. Papa Seck, UN-Women 
Discussion  

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Tea Break  
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3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Panel 1.b Women in rural areas, women’s employment in 
informal sector and informal employment, and unpaid work, 
Chair: Ms. Lara Cavalcanti, Brazil 
Panellists: 
Employment and Gender Differences in the Informal Economy  
(Ms. Valentina Stoevska, ILO) 
Economic Empowerment of Women in Bangladesh (Dr. Dipankar Roy, 
Bangladesh)  
Female Home-Based Work and Entrepreneurship in MENA (Ms. Manal 
Sweidan, Jordan)  
The Analysis of Time Use Surveys in Mexico to Observe Gender 
Inequities (Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra, Mexico) 
Women in Rural – Ghana (Ms. Bernice Serwah Ofosu-Baadu, Ghana) 
Discussant: Ms. Gulnara Febres, World Bank 
Discussion  

 
 
Day 2: Wednesday, 28 March 
 
Session 2: Measuring women’s autonomy and physical empowerment  
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Panel 2.a Gender based violence and women in vulnerable 

situations, Chair: Ms. Lina Castro, Philippines  
Panellists: 
Guidelines for Producing Statistics on Violence against Women (Ms. 
Francescs Grum, UNSD) 
Gender Based Viloence -An experience of the Uganda Bureau of 
Statistics (Ms. Stella Nassolo, Uganda) 
Violence Survey in the Palestinian Territory, 2011 (Mr. Khalid Abukhalid, 
Palestine)
Empowerment of Palestine Refugee Women (Ms. Weam Al- Madi, 
UNRWA) 
Discussant: Dr. Dipankar Roy, Bangladesh  
Discussion  
 
 

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Tea Break   
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Panel 2.b. Political empowerment of women and women’s 

autonomy, Chair: Ms. Neda Jafar, UNESCWA 
Panellists:  
Political Empowerment of Women and Women's Autonomy in Italy (Ms. 
Sara Demofonti, Italy) 
Political Empowerment and Autonomy of Women in India (Mr. Dhrijesh K. 
Tiwari, India) 
Measuring Women’s Empowerment and Women’s Autonomy in the 
Philippines (Ms. Lina Castro, Philippines) 
Women’s Empowerment in Brazil (Ms. Lara Cavalcanti, Brazil) 
Political Empowerment of Women and Women’s Autonomy in Rwanda 
(Mr. Kanobana Dominique Muchochori, Rwanda) 
Discussant: Ms. Manal Sweidan, Jordan 
Discussion  
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12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Lunch   
 
Session 3: Measuring empowerment of young women and adolescent girls  
 
1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Panel 3:  Measuring empowerment of young and adolescent girls, 

Chair: Ms. Mylen Mahobe, Malawi  
Panellists:  
Innovative Approach of I-WISH Adolescent girls Iraq Country Experience 
(Mr. Dhyaa Kadhum, Iraq) 
Early Marriage in Yemen (Mr. Khaled Al-Madani, Yemen)   
Development of National Gender Statistics System on Domestic Violence 
in Kyrgyz Republic (Ms. Larisa Illibezova, Kyrgyzstan and and Ms. Nurgul 
Kinderbaeva, UNFPA-Kyrgyzstan) 
An overview about the use of statistic on adolescents and young women 
in Costa Rica, Latin America: the experience of the National Council of 
Youth (Mr. Jorge Segura, Costa Rica) 
Early Marriage in Sudan (Ms. Nadia Bashary, Sudan) 
Ending FGM/C through Evidence Based Advocacy in Sudan (Dr. Nafisa M. 
Bedri, Sudan) 
Discussant: Mr. Edilberto Loaiza, UNFPA 
Discussion 

 
Day 3: Thursday, 29 March 
 
Session 4: Measuring knowledge and information empowerment of women  
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Panel 4 Measuring knowledge and information empowerment of 

women, Chair, Ms. Rawia ElBatrawi, Egypt
Panellists:  
Women in Science  (Ms. Rosario Garcia Calderon, UNESCO/UIS) 
Enhancing Women's Empowerment through Education (Ms. Aerina Kim, 
Republic of Korea)  
Society of Knowledge Economy: Gender Differences in Education and 
Science in China (Ms. Wei Liu, China) 
Gender Equality in Science – Arab Region (Ms. Neda Jafar, UNESCWA) 
Discussant: Ms. Patricia Eweama, Nigeria 
Discussion 
   

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Tea Break   
 
Session 5:  Emerging issues and international work on gender statistics (organized by 
UNSD) 
 
11:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m. Panel 5a: Emerging issues on gender statistics, 

Co-Chair: Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra, Mexico/Ms. Lina Castro, 
Philippines  
Panellists:  
Terms of Reference of the Advisory Group on Emerging Issues (Mr. Jose 
Antonio Mejia Guerra, Mexico) 
EDGE Initiative (Mr. Papa Seck, UN-Women)  
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Measuring the Protection Space around Women and Girls (Ms. Luisa 
Cremonese, UNHCR)  
Discussion 

 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Lunch 
 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Panel 5b: International work on gender statistics 

Chair: Ms. Valentina Stoevska, ILO 
Minimum Set of Gender Indicators (Ms. Yongyi Min, UNSD) 
Update on the Status of the Gender Statistics Manual (Ms. Yongyi Min, 
UNSD) 
Preliminary results of the global review - Regional Commissions: 

Mr. Andres Vikat, UNECE 
Mr. Raj Gautam Mitra, UNECA 
Ms. Sharita Serrao, UNESCAP 
Ms. Neda Jafar, UNESCWA 

Discussion 
 
3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Tea Break   
 
3:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Summary discussions and recommendations  
 a) Summary of the discussion of the Forum 
                                   Ms. Francesca Perucci, UNSD 
 b) Recommendations and future work  

Ms. Francesca Perucci, UNSD 
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Ms. Francesca Perucci  
Chief  
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Tel.: (1 212) 963 0212  
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Tel.: (1 212) 963 9296  
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United Nations Agencies, Regional Commissions and Other Organizations 
 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)  
 
Ms. Chiara Brunelli 
Statistician 
FAO Statistics Division 
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Rome, Italy 

 
E-mail: Chiara.brunelli@fao.org 
Tel.: (39 06) 570 53700 
Fax:  

International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) 
 
Ms. Rouda AlAmir Ali 
Technical Administrator  
Technologies & Networks Developments 
International Telecommunication Union – Arab 
Regional Office 
 

 
E-mail: Rouda.alamirali@itu.int 
Tel.: 20 111 888 9139 
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International Labour Organization (ILO) 
 
Ms. Valentina Stoevska 
Department of Statistics 
International Labour Organization 
4, route des Morillons 
CH-1211 Geneva 22 
Switzerland 

 
E-mail: stoevska@ilo.org 
Tel.: (41 22) 799 6433 
Fax: (41 22) 799 6957 
 

UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
 
Ms. Rosario Garcia Calderon 
Programme Specialist, Education 
UNESCO Institute for Statistics  
5255 Decelles, 7e etage 
Montreal (Quebec) H3T 2B1 
Canada 

 
E-mail: r.garcia-calderon@unesco.org
Tel.: 1-514-343-76-20 
Fax:  1-514-343-5740 
 

UNFPA 
 
Mr. Edilberto Loaiza 
Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Adviser 
Technical Division 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
605 3rd Avenue,  
New York, NY 10017 

 
E-mail: loaiza@unfpa.org 
Tel.: (1 212) 297 5281 
Fax: (1 212) 297 4930 

UNFPA - Kyrgyzstan 
 
Ms. Nurgul Kinderbaeva 
NPA on Gender 
UNFPA Kyrgyzstan 

E-mail: kinderbaeva@unfpa.org 
Tel.: (996) 312 611 213 
Fax: (996) 312 611 204 
 

UN Women  
 
Mr. Papa A. Seck 
UN-Women  
220 East 42nd Street, #17-107 
New York, New York, 10017 

 
E-mail: papa.seck@unwomen.org; 
Tel.: (1 646) 781-4691 
 

UN Women – Rwanda 
 
Ms. Mudahogora Solange 
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coordinator 
UN Women - Rwanda 

 
E-mail: solange.mudahogora@unwomen.org 
Tel.: (250) 784095100 
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for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
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United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) 
 
Ms. Ola Halaweh 
Reports Assistant 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
UNRWA  

E-mail: U.Halaweh@unrwa.org
Tel.: 00972 589 0704 
 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA West Bank) 
 
Ms. Khawla (Abu -diab) Ibrahim Odeh 
Lead Gender Focal Point 
UNRWA West Bank 

 
E-mail: k.abu-diab@unrwa.org 
Fax: 972 589 0513 
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The World Bank 
 
Ms. Sulekha Patel 
Senior Demographer 
The World Bank, 
1818 H St NW 
MSN MC2-208 
Washington DC 20433, USA 

 
E-mail: Spatel1@worldbank.org 
Tel.: (1 202) 473 3823 
Fax: (41 22) 522 1785 
 

The World Bank 
 
Ms. Gulnara Febres 
Senior Operation Officer 
Development Economics (DECDG) 
The World Bank 
Room MC2-816, Mail Stop MC2-209 
1818 H Street, NW, Washington DC, 20433, 
USA 
 

 
E-mail: gfebres@worldbank.org 
Tel.: (1 202) 473 6435 
Fax: (41 22) 522 3645 
 

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
 
Mr. Andres Vikat 
Chief  
Social and Demographic Statistics Section,  
Statistical Division  
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
8 14, Avenue de la Paix 
CH 1211  Geneva 10 
Switzerland 

 
E-mail: andres.vikat@unece.org 
Tel.: (+41 22) 917 2764 
Fax: (+41 22) 917 0040 

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)  
 
Mr. Raj Gautam Mitra 
Chief 
Demographic and Social Statistics Section 
African Centre for Statistics 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 
E-mail: rmitra@uneca.org
Tel.: (+251) 11 544 3144 
Fax:  

Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
 
Ms. Sharita Serrao 
Associate Statistician 
Statistics Division 
United Nations ESCAP 
UN Building, 8th Flr 
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue  
Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

 
Email: serraos@un.org 
Tel:  + 66-(0)2288-2865 
Fax:  + 66-(0)2288-1082 
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Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA)  
 
Mr. Juraj Riecan, PhD. 
Director, Statistics Division 
United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA) 
P.O.Box 11-8575 
Riad El Solh Square 1107 2270 
Beirut, Lebanon 

 
E-mail: riecan@un.org 
Tel.: +961 1 978351 
Fax:  

Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA)  
 
Ms. Neda Jafar 
Statistician, Gender and MDGs 
UN House, ESCWA 
Riad El Solh, P.O. Box 11-8575 

 
E-mail: +961 1 981510 
Tel.: +961 1 978 344 
Fax: jafarn@un.org 

Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA)  
 
Ms. Lubna Ismail 
Statistics Assistant 
UN House, ESCWA 
Riad El Solh, P.O. Box 11-8575 

 
E-mail: ismail51@un.org 
Tel.: +961 1 978 348 
Fax: +961 1 981510 

Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 
 
Mr. Mario Piacentini 
Administrator 
Statistics Directorate 
2 rue Andre Pascal 
75775 Paris CEDEX16 
FRANCE 

 
E-mail: mario.piacentini@oecd.org
Tel.: +33 1 4524 1776 
Fax: +33 0 1 4524 1776 

Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 
 
Ms. Patti O’Neill 
Deputy Head, Policy Division 
DAC GENDERNET Coordinator 
Development Co-operation Directorate 
2 rue Andre Pascal 
75775 Paris CEDEX16 
FRANCE 

 
E-mail: Patti.ONEILL@oecd.org
Tel.: +33-1-4524-1887 
Fax: +33-1-4430-6147 
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Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 
 
Ms. Francesca Francavilla 
Economist 
OECD Development Centre 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) 
2 rue Andre Pascal 
75775 Paris CEDEX16 
FRANCE 

 
E-mail: francesca.francavilla@oecd.org 
Tel.: +33-1-4524-7640 
Fax:  

 
 
 
 
 
Countries 
 

Bahrain 
 
Ms. Duaa Salman 
Head, Demographic Statistics 
Central Infromatics Organisation 
P O BOX 33305,  
ISA TOWN, Bahrain 

 
E-mail: duaas@cio.gov.bh 
Tel.: 973 3 99 500 99 
Fax: 973 1 78 781 19 
 

Bahrain 
 
Ms. Amal Mohamed 
Senior studies and Research specialist 
Supreme Council for Women 
P.O. Box 38886 
Kingdom of Bahrain  

 
E-mail: Ashkanani_amal@yahoo.com 
Tel.: 973 17417165 
 

Bahrain 
 
Dr. Donya Ahmed 
Acting General Director of Policies and 
Development 
Director of Support Center for Women 
Supreme Council for Women 
P.O. Box 38886 
Kingdom of Bahrain  

 
E-mail: Dunya@SCW.bh 
Tel.: +973 174 417 141 
Fax: +973 17415 30 4 

Bangladesh 
 
Mr. Dipankar Roy 
Deputy Director 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
Parishankhyan Bhaban 
E-27/A Agargaon, Sher-E-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 

 
E-mail: dr.droy69@gmail.com 
Tel.: (8802) 9144287 
Fax. : (8802) 9111064  
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Brazil 
 
Ms. Lara Cavalcanti 
Analyst 
Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics  

E-mail: lara.gama@ibge.gov.br 
Tel.: 55 21 2142 0213 
 

Cambodia 
 
Ms. Hang Lina,  
Deputy Director General of NIS,  
Ministry of Planning 
#386 Preah Monivong Blvd, Sangkat Boeung 
Keng, Kang 1 Khann Chamkar Mon, 
Phnon Penh, Cambodia 

 
E-mail: linahang2002@gmail.com 
Tel.: 855 12 723 107 
Fax:  

China 
 
Ms. Wei Liu 
Deputy Director-general,  
Department of Social Statistics 
National Bureau of Statistics of China 
57 Yuetannanjie, Xicheng District, 
Beijing, 100826, China 

 
E-mail: liuwei@stats.gov.cn 
Tel.: 86-10-68782750 
Fax: 86-10-68782742 

Costa Rica 
 
Mr. Jorge Segura 
National Council of Youth 
Consejo de la Persona Joven 
Barrio Gonzalez Lahmman 
Avenida 8 Calles 21 y 25 No. 2195 
P.O. 7-0390, San Jose, Costa Rica 

 
E-mail: jsegura@cpj.go.cr; 
jorsegura@gmail.com
Tel.: +506 2257 1130 
Fax: +506 2257 0648 

Egypt 
 
Ms. Rawia Moawad Elsayed ElBatrawi 
Head of Demographic Statistical Sector & 
Censuses - CAPMAS 
Salah Salem Street 
Nasr City, Cairo, Egypt 
CAPMAS 

 
E-mail: rawia_m@capmas.gov.eg 
Tel.: 202 240 24083 
Fax: 202 240 24099 

Ghana 
 
Ms. Bernice Serwah Ofosu-Baadu 
Head, National Accounts and Economic 
Indicators 
Ghana Statistical Office 
P.O.Box GP 1098 
Ministries, Accra 
Ghana 

 
E-mail: 
Bernice.ofosubaadu@statsghana.gov.gh 
akosua739@yahoo.com 
Tel.: + 233 244 639 011 
Fax: + 233 302 664 304 
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India 
 
Mr. Dhrijesh Kumar Tiwari 
Director 
Social Statistics Division 
Central Statistics Office 
Ministry of Statistics & Programme 
Implementation 
West Block-8, Wing-6, Ground Floor 
R. K. Puram, New Delhi-110066 

 
E-mail: dhrijesh@hotmail.com 
Tel: 91-11-26171978 
Fax: 91-11-26108404 
 

Iraq 
 
Mr. Dhyaa Kadhum 
Manager of Statistical Human Development 
Central Statistical Organization 
Ministry of Planning 
P. O. Box  8001 
Baghdad, Iraq 

 
E-mail: drdhiaa@yahoo.com 
Tel.: +009647901744224 
Fax:  
 

Iraq 
 
Ms. Bushra Saleh 
Advisor to the Prime Minister 
State Ministry for Woman Affairs 
Baghdad, Iraq 

Email: bushra72200@yahoo.com, 
bushrazuwini@yahoo.com 

Italy 
 
Ms. Sara Demofonti 
Researcher 
Italian National Institute of Statistics 
VIALE OCEANO PACIFICO 171  
00144 Rome, Italy 

 
E-mail: demofont@istat.it 
Tel.: 39 06 4673 4334 
Fax: 39 06 4673 4925 

Italy 
 
Ms. Linda Laura Sabbadini 
Director 
Italian National Institute of Statistics 
V.Le Oceano Pacifico 171 
00144 Rome, Italy 

 
E-mail: sabbadin@istat.it 
Tel.: +393293813655 
Fax: +390646734925 

Japan 
 
Ms. Shizuka Takamura 
Counsellor for Gender Equality Analysis 
Cabinet Office 
1-6-1 Nagata-cho, 
Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo, 100-8914, Japan 

 
E-mail: sizuka.takamura@cao.go.jp 
Tel.: +81 3 3581 1854 
Fax: +81 3 3592 0408 
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Jordan 
 
Mr. Fathi Al-Nsour 
Director General  
Department of Statistics of Jordan 
P. O. Box 2015 
Amman 11181, Jordan 

E-mail: dg@dos.gov.jo 
Tel.: (962-6) 530-0700 
Fax: (962-6) 530-0710 

Jordan 
 
Ms. Manal George (Khouri Yousef) Sweidan 
Head, Gender Statistics Division 
Department of Statistics of Jordan 
P. O. Box 2015 
Amman 11181, Jordan 

 
E-mail: Manal.Sweidan@DOS.GOV.JO 
Tel.: +962 7 9719 4154 
Fax: +962 6 530 0710 

Republic of Korea 
 
Ms. Aerina Kim 
Ministry of gender equality & family 
8 cheonggyecheon-ro, Jung-gu,  
Seoul, Korea 100-777 

 
E-mail: kimaerina@gmail.com, 
meikiturz@hotmail.com
Tel.: 82-10-3093-0339 
Fax: 82-2-2075-4787 
 

Republic of Korea 
 
Ms. Jeonghyun Ryu 
Ministry of gender equality & family 
8 cheonggyecheon-ro, Jung-gu,  
Seoul, Korea 100-777 

 
E-mail: leonedoro@naver.com
Tel.: 82-10-4949-8423 
Fax: 82-2-2075-4787 
 

Kuwait 
 
Mr. Mohammad Alomar 
Head of Statistics Department 
Public Authority for Civil Information 

E-mail: mohzo@hotmail.com
Tel.: 965 9788 0038 

Kyrgyzstan 
 
Ms. Larisa Ilibezova 
Expert on Gender Statistics 
Center on Researches of Democratic Process 
Kyrgyzstan 

 
E-mail: ilibezova@mail.ru 
Tel.: +996 312 325 006 
Fax: +996 312 325 006 

Lebanon 
 
Ms. Ibtissam El Jouni 
Social Scientist 
Central Administration of Statistics 
Kantari, Army Street, Trade and Finance 
Building, 
Beirut, Lebanon 

 
E-mail: ibtissam.jouni@gmail.com
Tel.: +961 1 373161 
Fax: +961 1 373160 
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Malawi 
 
Ms. Mylen Mahobe 
Principal Statistician 
National Statistical Office, 
P.O.Box 333, Zomba, Malawi 

 
E-mail: mmahowe@statistics.gov.mw 
Tel.: +265 1 524 377 
Fax: +265 1 525 130 
 

Mexico 
 
Mr. Jose Antonio Mejia Guerra 
Vice President 
National Statistical and Geographical Institute 
(INEGI) 
Av. Heroe De Nacozari Sur Num, 2301 
Francc. Jardines Del Parue 
Aguascalientes, AGS. 20276 
Mexico 

 
E-mail: jose.antonio.mejia@inegi.org.mx 
Tel.: 52 449 462 47 37 
Fax: 52 449 462 47 82 
 

Morocco 
 
Ms. Bouchra Msallak 
Engineer in Statistics 
Direction de la Statistique 
Haut Commissariat au Plan 
B.P. 178 
Rue Mohamed Belhassan Elouazzani 
- Haut Agdal  
10001 Rabat, Morocco 

 
E-mail: MSALLAKBOUCHRA@yahoo.fr  
Tel.: 212-676 54 37 79 
Fax: 212-537 77 32 17 

Nigeria 
 
Ms. Patricia Eweama 
Assistant Director 
Gender Statistics Branch 
National Bureau of Statistics  
Independence Lay Out  
Abuja, Nigeria 

 
E-mail: patmeweama@yahoo.com
Tel.: +234-8036406287 
 

Oman 
 
Ms. Kauthar Hammed AL-Farsi 
Statistician  
Technical Office of the National Population 
Committee  
Directory of Social Statistics  
Ministry of National Economy  
P.O. Box: 881 
P.C.: 100 –Muscat, Oman 

 
E-mail: farsik@mone.gov.om
Tel.: +96824695169 
Fax: +96824695169 
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Palestine 
 
Mr. Khalid Abukhalid 
Director, Social Statistics 
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 
P.O.Box 1647, Ramallah - West Bank  
Palestine  
Ramallah City, Ein Munjed Quarter, Tokyo St. 
opposite to UN premises and Ramallah 
Cultural Palace  

 
E-mail: kakhalid@pcbs.gov.ps 
Tel.: +970-2-2982700 
Fax: +970-2-2982710 
 

Philippines 
 
Ms. Lina Castro 
Assistant Secretary General 
National Statistical Coordination Board 
2nd Floor Mindland Buendia Building 
403 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 1200 Philippines 

 
E-mail: lv.castro@nscb.gov.ph 
Tel.: +632 896 4665 
Fax: +632 896 4665 
 

Qatar 
 
Mr. Khalid Al-Sheeb 
Senior Social Researcher 
Social Development Center 
Qatar Foundation 
 P.O. Box 3509, Doha, Qatar 

E-mail: kalsheeb@qf.org.qa 
Tel:  +974 44542362 
Fax: +974 44542450 
 

Rwanda 
 
Mr. Kanobana Dominique Muchochori 
Statistician in charge of social/cross cutting 
statistics 
National Institute of Statistics, Rwanda 

 
E-mail: muchodomin@yahoo.fr
Tel:  (250)788865667 
 

Sudan 
 
Ms. Nadia Hamza Ahmed Bashary 
Assistant Director 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
P.O.Box 700 
Khartoum, Sudan 

 
E-mail: onadia1963@hotmail.com 
elsirabbas@yahoo.com 
Tel.: +00249919705750 
Fax: +00249183771860 

Sudan 
 
Ms. Nafisa M. Bedri  
Director, International & External Relations, 
Associate Professor in Women & Reproductive 
Health 
Ahfad University for Women 
P.O.Box 167 
Omdurman, Sudan  

E-mail: nmbedri1@gmail.com
nmbedri@ahfad.edu.sd 
Tel.: +249 9129 15694 
Fax: +249 187 579111 
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Syria 
 
Mr. Ali Rustom 
Director of Social and Population Statistics 
Department 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
Kabbani St. Nizar, 
Abu Rumanh, Damascus, Syria 

 
E-mail: cbs.syr@gmail.com
Tel.: +  963 11 3347854 
Fax: + 963 11 3347852 

Uganda 
 
Ms. Stella Nassolo 
Gender Statistician 
Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
Statistics House 
Plot 9 Colville Street 
P.O. Box 7186 
Kampala, Uganda 

 
E-mail: Stella.nassolo@ubos.org; 
ladybird358@yahoo.com 
Tel.: +256 782 882 321 
         +256 701 113 284 
Fax: +256 414 237 553 

UAE 
 
Mr. Sufyan Al Barghouthi 
Expert for Official Statistics 
National Bureau of Statistics NBS 
P O Box 93000,  
Abu Dhabi UAE 

 
E-mail: Sbarghouti@nbs.gov.ae\
Tel.: 974 502 65 9042 
Fax: 974 255 92 999 

United States 
 
Ms. Marcella Jones-Puthoff 
Statistician 
U.S. Census Bureau 
Population Division/Age and Special 
Populations 
Washington, D.C. 20233 

 
E-mail: marcella.s.jones-puthoff@census.gov
Tel.: +1 301 763 6438 
Fax: +1 301 763 3035 

Yemen 
 
Mr. Khaled Al-Madani 
General Director, Poverty and Labour 
Central Statistics Office of Yemen 
PO Box 13434 
Sana'a, Yemen 

 
E-mail: statistician_khaled@yahoo.com 
Tel.: +967 777 985 005 
Fax: +967 125 0664 
 

Zimbabwe 
 
Mr. Tinashe Enock Mwadiwa 
Education and Gender Statistics Manager 
Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency 
(ZIMSTAT) 
P. O. Box CY 342, Causeway 
263 Harare, Zimbabwe 

 
E-mail: tmwadiwa@gmail.com
Tel.: +263773 169 839 
Fax: +2634 762494 
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