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Time Use Surveys: Process

Objectives

• Define the 

objectives of 

the Time Use 

Survey

• Define scope 

and coverage of 

time use data

Instruments

• Develop 

instruments for 

collecting time 

use data and 

classification

• Define survey 

framework 

(type of 

household 

survey, mode of 

data collection)

Collection of time 

use data

• Enumeration / 

field procedures

• Managing 

fieldwork

Sample design
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Time Use Surveys: Process (2)
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Process time use data

• Coding activities 

according to 

classification

• Editing diaries

• Imputations

• Weighting

• Estimates of time use

Database with 

data

Dissemination of time 

use data

Review of time use data

• Quality review
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Time Use Surveys: Process

Objectives

4

Main objectives of time use surveys:

• To provide indicators of the quality of life or 

well-being of the nation in terms of time-use 

patterns of people.

• To improve estimates of the value of goods 

and services with particular emphasis on 

increasing visibility of women’s work through 

better statistics on their contribution to the 

economy.
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Time Use Surveys: Process

Objectives
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Scope and coverage:

– Level of detail in which activities will be 

recorded and coded and groupings for 

analysis and tabulation

– Recording of simultaneous activities

– Inclusion of contextual information

– Inclusion of “background” variables

– Recording of information on temporal 

location and/or activity sequence
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Time Use Surveys: Process

Instruments
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• Household questionnaire

– Collects all household characteristics

• Individual questionnaire

– Collects individual characteristics

• sex

• age

• marital status

• …

– Use of time
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Simultaneous activities

A person can engage in two or more activities at the same time

• Countries have the choice according to the survey’s 

objectives:

– To record only one (the main or primary activity) 

– To record two or more

• In applying the classification, countries will have to determine 

how these activities are to be recorded and coded. 
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Contextual information

Activity context refers to the physical, psychological, social, and 

temporal features of the environment in which a specific 

activity takes place.

• Location: where activity took place

• Mode of transportation, if in motion

• Company: with whom is the activity undertaken (includes 

‘alone’)

• Receiver: for whom activity was undertaken

• Objective: for pay or not

• (ICT device used during this activity)
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Contextual information

Purposes of contextual variables

• activity coding aid

• analytical 

• memory recall aid 

Methods of collection

• Columns for contextual variables in the diary

• Obtain information from the activity description

9
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Contextual information

Location

• Own dwelling

• Someone else’s dwelling

• Workplace

• Educational establishment

• Public area other than 

previous

• Outdoors

• Indoors

Mode of transport

• Not applicable

• Train/subway

• Bus

• Car

• Taxi

• Motorbike

• Bicycle

• Walking

• Airplane

• Boat/ship
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Contextual information

With whom

• Alone

• Spouse

• Other family in household

• Family living in other 

household

• Neighbors

• Friends

• Colleagues

• Classmates

With whom

• Children 0-4

• Children 5-9

• Children 10-14

• Adults 15-59

• Adults 60+

• Chronically sick, with 

disability
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Contextual information

For whom

• Self

• Children

• Family own household

• Family other household

• Family other household dependent

• Pet

• Friend

• Work

• Community

Use of ICT device

• Yes/No

• Internet via a computer

• Internet via a mobile 
phone or smartphone

• Internet via other devices

• Computer not connected 
to Internet

• Mobile or smartphones 
not connected to Internet

• Other ICT devices not 
connected to Internet

12



UNSD Expert Group Meeting on the revision of ICATUS UNHQ, New York, 28-30 June 2016

Bolivia 2010

13SAMPLE
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Bangladesh: Time Use Pilot Survey 2012
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Australia 2006
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Australia 2006
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Mongolia 2000
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Time Use Surveys: Process

Dissemination 

of time use data

18

Time use statistics:

• Quantitative summaries of how individuals 

“spend” or allocate their time over a 

specified period

– typically over the 24 hours of a day

– over the7 days of a week

Time use statistics provide information on:

• Activities the reference population engage in

• How much time is spent in those activities
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Time Use Surveys: Process

Dissemination 

of time use data

19

Examples time use statistics

• Total number of hours in a week spent 

volunteering in the community or 

organization

• Average number of minutes in a day spent 

caring for children

• Average number of hours in a day working in 

unpaid domestic work



UNSD Expert Group Meeting on the revision of ICATUS UNHQ, New York, 28-30 June 2016

Time Use Surveys: Process

Dissemination 

of time use data
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• Average time the survey population spent on a 

specified activity

• Average time spent on a specified activity by those 

who did engage or participate in the activity

• Average duration of an episode of a specified 

activity.

• Average number of episodes of a specified activity 

reported by the survey population

• Average number of episodes of a specified activity 

reported by participants in the activity

• Participation rate or proportion of persons in the 

survey population who participated in a specified 

activity
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Thank you!

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/timeuse/
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