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Approval of the 
establishment of the 
center by the 
Ministerial Council

2011
September

GCC-STAT: Background

The Supreme Council issued 
a decision in its (33) session 
approving the Centre’s 
bylaws.

2012
December

2013

 Identifying 10 
priority 
projects

 Defining 
strategic 
objectives

 Coordinating 
statistical work 
with the 
Secretariat

2014
September

Analysis of the 
status of 
statistical fields.

Strategic Plan for 
Joint Statistical 
Work 2015-2020

2015
September

Ministerial Council - 
136th Session

2016

National 
implementation 
plans at the level 
of each Member 
State.

2017

The Center joined 
under the umbrella 
of the General 
Secretariat

Establishment of the 
Permanent Committee 
for Statistical Work 
Affairs

Ministerial Council - 
142th Session

2018

Planning for the 
Future of Statistical 
Work 2019-2030

2019

Interim 
evaluation of 
the strategic 
plan

Strategic Plan 
for Joint 
Statistical Work
2021-2025

2025 2030

Smart 
statistical 

center
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Overview of Water Statistics Project
(2015-2025)

Questionnaire: 
Final Review & 

Approval

Enhancing water management by providing data that meets regional and international 
needs.

7654321

Regional 
Workshop on the 
Questionnaire for 

Statistical 
Centers

Compiling 
National Water 
Data into the 
Questionnaire

Unified 
Statistical 

Questionnaire 
for Countries

Providing 
Technical 
Assistance

Regional Teams 
for Water 
Statistics 

Questionnaire

Compilation of 
local, regional, 
and international 
statistical needs

Project Launch Aligned with GCC Unified Water Strategy (2015–2035)
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Methodology



Since 2015, GCC-Stat has adopted the UNSD Water Questionnaire to standardize water statistics across 
member states. 

Methodology

FDES Variables
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Since 2015, GCC-Stat has adopted the UNSD Water Questionnaire to standardize water statistics across 
member states.

Methodology

GCC Geographical 
Specification 
Variables

FDES Variables
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Results and Challenges in 2015-2020
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Overcoming Challenges- An Examples
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Overcoming Challenges- An Examples



Building Beyond Challenges
The GCC’s First Set of 15 Water Indicators

18

https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publicatio
ns/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf

https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publications/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf
https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publications/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf


A Decade of Progress
From Limited Data to Robust Reporting



Expanding Insights
 Increase in GCC Water Indicators in 2025
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https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publicatio
ns/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf

"Unified Reporting Framework: Aligning the 

UNEP/UNSD Questionnaire with GCC Strategy 

Indicators to Strengthen Regional Cooperation 

and Shared Vision"

https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publications/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf
https://www.gccstat.org/images/gccstat/docman/publications/169-water-statistics-bulletin-in-gcc-2014.pdf


Current Challenge
Monitoring Water Quality Data

 Variation in reporting frequency: some countries provide daily data, 
while others report periodically.

 Inconsistency in data coverage: Some countries report only 
drinking water quality.

 Others include groundwater quality.
 Some report desalinated water quality separately.

The main challenge is to harmonize water quality data collection across all 
freshwater sources.



Future Steps to Develop water statistics for GCC countries

Next Steps for Advancing Water Statistics in the GCC

Enhancing Water 
Statistics via the 
GCC Environmental 
Performance 
Indicator

2024-2026

Project

GCC Environmental Performance Index – Water 
Component:
•Environmental Health Dimension

• Main indicator :Water Quality
• Water Quality
• Saline Water Disposal and Marine Impact
• Access to Safe Drinking Water

•Ecosystem Vitality Dimension
• Main Indicator: Water Resources Management

• Water Stress 
• Water Reuse Rate
• Per Capita Water Consumption
• Desalination Efficiency
• Groundwater Sustainability
• Irrigation System Efficiency



Next Steps for Advancing Water Statistics in the GCC

Strengthening the 
Water Statistical 
System

2030-2021

Project

Utilizing the International Framework for Economic 
and Environmental Water Accounts (SEEA-Water).

Successful experience implemented in the 
GCC,(2024).

https://www.stats.gov.sa/en/statistics?index=124295

Future Steps to Develop water statistics for GCC countries

https://www.stats.gov.sa/en/statistics?index=124295


Thank You!
Suad Said Nasser Al-Izki
Director of Geographical, Environmental, 
Tourism and Energy Statistics Department
salazki@gccstat.org

Ibtihaj Abdulla Nasser Al-Siyabi
Environmental Statisticien 
E-mail: iAlsiyabi@gccstat.org

mailto:salazki@gccstat.org
mailto:iAlsiyabi@gccstat.org
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