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Outline

1. Introduction

2. Structure: multiple belongings; themes can be improved; 
correspondence to policies can be improved

3. Tiering: tier changes in related processes

4. Tier 3 indicators evolution: health, gender, disasters

5. Metadata updates: 

6. New topics/indicators according to policy updates: for the updates 
needed for v2 of the Global Set

7. Questions: shall we introduce these changes in CISAT?
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Background

• The mandate, decision 53/116, Climate Change Statistics from the 
53rd  Session of the Statistical Commission requires UNSD and EGES 
to continuously improve the methodology of the Global Set:

• ‘D) Expressed its support for comprehensively reviewing the global set 
in five years from its adoption as was done in the Sustainable 
Development Goal indicators process, and encouraged more regular 
reviews by the Expert Group on Environment Statistics in view of 
continuous harmonization with the ongoing development of related 
statistical areas, such as biodiversity, disasters, environmental-
economic accounting and ecosystem accounting, gender equality and 
the empowerment of women and girls, and related regional sets such 
as the Conference of European Statisticians set or thematic sets of 
climate change indicators. At the same time, it can also be considered 
to prioritize and explain the relationships between different indicators 
and develop a short list with recommended indicators out of the large 
number of 158 indicators;’
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Structure:

• Many indicators belong to more than one of the five areas 

• themes can be improved, also more than one themes fit for 
some indicators 

• correspondence to policies can be improved and need update 
as new policies are adopted
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Tiering

• Tier changes in related processes: 20 indicators, mostly SDGs, 
and 2 statistics changed from Tier 2 to Tier 1
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Metadata updates (1):

Advances in methodology, structure and policy references can be 
presented in the metadata document (part of the CISAT package)

1. UNSD involvement in the following topics:
• Water and wastewater

• Health and climate

• Gender and climate

2. Also provided feedback on:
• Disasters 

• Biodiversity 

3. Work on data collection methods:
• Surveys and censuses
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Metadata updates (2):

This allow to:
• Improve metadata details, such as relevance, disaggregation, 

data sources etc.
• Create/apply new metadata, for tier 3 indicators, incl. new 

indicators name, definitions, compilation
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Work on Tier 3 indicators: health

Indicator ID number

1.1

Indicator type

Outcome

Publication date

TBD

Last updated

TBD
Indicator name

Mortality attributed to non-optimal temperature
Topic area

Heat- and cold-related mortality and morbidity

Tier

TBD
Unit of measure

Relative risk, 

Attributable deaths 

(number and rate 

per 100,000 

population)

Disaggregation

By sex, age group, ethnic group, socio-

economic group, degree of 

urbanisation, cause of death, and 

occupation

Temporal breakdown

Daily data for a yearly 

statistic

• HEAT TOPIC EXPERT 

GROUP – TERMS OF 

REFERENCE

• Indicator 1.1 Mortality 

attributed to non-

optimal temperature: 

Methodology

• From Global Set:

• From UK-ONS project on Standards for Official Statistics on Climate-Health 
Interactions
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Integrating gender and climate change statistics (1)

1. UNSD has a mandate to fully integrate gender into all statistical 
areas and climate change has been prioritized;

2. Work was initiated in collaboration with UN-Women;

3. Environment Statistics Section is pursuing methodology 
development in the framework of the Global Set;

4. Social and Demographic Statistics Section is developing short 
guidance for countries to raise advocacy on the subject.
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Integrating gender and climate change statistics (2)

2. UNSD is exploring possibilities to define and initiate work on 
‘Integrating gender and climate change statistics’ in countries 
including:
• Tanzania, based on the outcome of the 2022 PHC which for the 

first time included climate change questions and collected 
spatially explicit data/locations

• Peru, which has prioritized work on gender and climate in the 
context of indigenous communities in the Amazon

3. In collaboration with UN-Women and ECLAC

4. Key challenge is the lack of methodological guidance, including 
efficient data collection tools, accepted indicators, etc.
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Work on Tier 3 indicators: gender

• From Global Set:

• From Set of priority gender-environment indicators in Asia 
and the Pacific, led by UN-Women and ESCAP
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Concluding remarks

1. We see clear pathways how the missing methodologies (for Tier 3 indicators) 
should be developed: e.g. health led by UK-ONS; the Global Set and EGES 
efforts helped for 1 prioritized indicator

2. Since all new methodology work requires collaboration between specialists, in  
cross-cutting, challenges to deliver integrated outcomes persist

3. There is ongoing work, however it is more taking time and resources 
depending on the complexity of the indicator and number of experts involved 
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Questions and next steps:

• Methodology is advancing and changing, how do we organize 
and document these changes given translations, limited 
resources and the need for more countries to use it, should it 
be reflected in the metadata?

• Group work on gender and health follows

• What other topics should be prioritized?
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Thank you for your attention!

For more information please contact the Environment Statistics Section 

at the United Nations Statistics Division:

E-mail: envstats@un.org

Website: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/

Climate Change Statistics Website 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml

and 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/ClimateChange_StatAndInd_global.cshtml
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml
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