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Background

The Statistical Commission at its forty-first session in 2010 endorsed the programme of work for the revision of the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics (FDES) including the development of a Core Set of Environment Statistics.  Subsequently, at its forty-third session in 2012, the Statistical Commission requested that the revised FDES and the Core Set undergo a Global Consultation with Member States before being submitted for final adoption at its forty-fourth session in 2013.

The revision has been carried out by UNSD together with an Expert Group that brought together producers and users of environment statistics from countries at different stages of development from all regions as well as experts from international organizations. The Expert Group discussed the drafts at three meetings and provided several rounds of comments. In addition, the draft Core Set of Environment Statistics (Chapter 4) has also been subjected to a Pilot Testing by more than 20 countries from all regions of the world.  The present Draft for Global Consultation is the result of this process. After the Global Consultation, UNSD will finalize the document prior to its presentation to the Statistical Commission.
Objective 

The objective of the Global Consultation is to achieve and strengthen a wide consensus with regard to the contents of the FDES and the Core Set of Environment Statistics, taking into consideration the comments based on experience, priorities and requirements of the Member States.
Comment Form

The present Comment Form has been designed to facilitate the submission and analysis of comments and consists of 4 sections.

Section I includes the identification details of the responder.

Section II seeks general opinions about the FDES as a whole.

Section III contains specific questions and provides space for general comments about the Introduction and Chapters 1-5 of the draft FDES.

Section IV includes questions regarding the Annexes.

Relevant documentation for the completion of the Comment Form: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/environment/fdes/fdes_globalconsultation.htm
Draft Chapters 1-5 (English)

Annexes (English)

Comment Form (English)

Core Set of Environment Statistics (included in Chapter 4) (Français): 
Core Set of Environment Statistics (included in Chapter 4) (Español): 
(Translations of the Core Set of Environment Statistics into other official UN languages are not available due to limited resources).
Timeline for submission
22 October 2012
General Instructions:

Please download the Comment Form, complete it and submit it to: envstats@un.org
To complete the Yes/No responses, please hold cursor over the box containing “Yes” or “No” to make your selection.
global consultation oN the

framework for the development of Environment StatisticS 2012
(Please complete and return the Comment Form to envstats@un.org by 22 October 2012)
Section I – Identification details

1.
Your name:        
2.
Contact (email address):       
3.
Name of your organization:        
4. Date (dd/mm/yyyy):       
5. Country:       

















Section II – General opinions on the FDES (Chapters 1-5, Annexes)

1. Is the FDES comprehensive?

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Is the scope of the FDES adequate for the purposes of developing environment statistics? 
 FORMDROPDOWN 




If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Is the FDES relevant for national environment policy concerns?




 FORMDROPDOWN 



If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
4. Is the FDES useful in identifying gaps in environment statistics in your country?


 FORMDROPDOWN 





If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
5. Please add any other comments you may have on the FDES:       
Section III – Chapters 1-5

Introduction

1. Is the text provided in the Introduction clear?




 FORMDROPDOWN 
 



If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:       


2. Please provide any comments you may have regarding the Introduction?
       
Chapter 1 “Overview of Environment Statistics”

This chapter describes the domain of environment statistics, introduces its main characteristics, and discusses some of the methodological and institutional challenges that need to be considered when working in this field.
1. Are the contents and structure of Chapter 1 clear?





 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      



2. Are the objective and scope of environment statistics clear?




 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:       


3. Are the most important issues pertaining to environment statistics well covered? 


 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:       
4. Please provide any other general comments you may have on Chapter 1:        
Chapter 2 “Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics”

This chapter introduces the FDES conceptual framework and the main concepts that have been considered when designing the structure of the FDES.  It ties the conceptual foundation to the structure of the FDES, which is further discussed in detail in Chapter 3.  It also explains the relationship between the FDES and other commonly used systems and frameworks.

1. Are the contents and structure of Chapter 2 clear?





 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Is the conceptual foundation of the FDES clear?






 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Is the structure of the FDES (components, sub-components and topics) useful for 
the purpose of organizing and guiding the development of environment statistics?


 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
4. Is the relationship between environment statistics and other environment statistics
frameworks and systems well covered and clear?





 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
5. Please provide any other general comments you may have on Chapter 2:       
Chapter 3 “The Structure and Components of the FDES”

This chapter explores each of the six components of the FDES, the sub-components which comprise each component, as well as the statistical topics which are grouped under each sub-component.  Chapter 3 describes the relevance of each sub-component and statistical topic.  It also provides general information on the main sources for the underlying statistics.

General questions on Chapter 3

1. Are the contents and structure of Chapter 3 clear?





 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the main attributes of the FDES components table (Table 3.2) helpful?


 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other general comments you may have on Chapter 3:       
Component-specific questions

Component 1

Environmental Conditions and Quality

Component 1 includes statistics about the geographic, climatic, hydrological, biological, physical and chemical conditions and characteristics of the environment.  It also includes statistics on those aspects of the environment that determine the types, extent and conditions of ecosystems.

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 1 helpful?






 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 1 adequate
and well allocated? 









 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other suggestions you may have on Component 1:           
Component 2

Environmental Resources and their Use

In Component 2, statistics on environmental resources and their use (the activities that directly extract, abstract, harvest or restructure environmental resources) are included.

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 2 helpful?






 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate: 
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 2 adequate
and well allocated?









 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate: 
3. Please add any other suggestions you may have on Component 2:            
Component 3

Emissions, Residuals and Waste

This component contains statistics on the amount and characteristics of residuals generated by human production and consumption processes, their management, and their final release to the environment.

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 3 helpful?





 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 3 adequate
and well allocated?









 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other suggestions you may have on Component 3:           
Component 4

Extreme Events and Disasters

This component organizes statistics regarding the occurrence and impacts of extreme events and disasters. 

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 4 helpful?





 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 4 adequate
and well allocated?









 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other suggestions you may have on Component 4:           

Component 5

Human Habitat and Environmental Health

This component contains statistics on the environment in which humans live and work, particularly with regard to living conditions and environmental health. 

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 5 helpful?





 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 5 adequate



and well allocated?









 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other suggestions you may have on Component 5:      
Component 6

Environment Protection, Management and Engagement

This component organizes information on economic and social instruments to protect, regulate and manage various environmental issues and concerns, with the aim of improving the environment and maintaining the health of ecosystems.

1. Is the explanatory text for Component 6 helpful?





 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Are the contents (sub-components and topics) in Component 6




adequate and well allocated?







 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any other suggestions you may have on Component 6:      
Chapter 4:  “The Core Set of Environment Statistics”

This chapter introduces the Core Set of Environment Statistics. It describes the selection criteria and process for development and the allocation of the Core Set within the progressive tiers of the wider Basic Set of Environment Statistics, structured according to the components, sub-components and topics of the FDES. 

1. Is the introductory text clear and helpful?






 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Is the Basic Set of Environment Statistics adequate for national statistical purposes?

 FORMDROPDOWN 

(e.g. Is it comprehensive, can it identify gaps)
If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Is the structure of the Basic Set of Environment Statistics in Tiers 1, 2, and 3, as 
well as the allocation of individual statistics in each tier helpful?



 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
4. Is the Core Set (Tier 1) of Environment Statistics relevant for national policy concerns?
 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
5. Is the Core Set (Tier 1) of Environment Statistics useful for covering
international reporting needs?







 FORMDROPDOWN 


If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
6. Please add any other comments you may have on Chapter 4:                          
Chapter 5:  “Applications of the FDES to Cross-cutting Environmental Issues”

Chapter 5 illustrates how statistical topics in the FDES and the underlying environment statistics can be combined and reorganized in different ways to inform on particular themes according to specific analytical needs and policy requirements.
1. Are the contents and structure of the chapter adequate?




 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Is the objective of the chapter clear?







 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Are the selected cross-cutting issues capable of illustrating the capacity of the FDES 
to be applied to different user needs?






 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
4. Are the contents and presentation of the selected cross-cutting issues helpful?

 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
5. Please provide any other comments you may have on Chapter 5:                    
Section IV – Annexes

1. Are the contents of the Annexes comprehensive and helpful?



 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
2. Is there any additional topic or issue pertaining to environment statistics that might 
be added as or covered by an Annex?






 FORMDROPDOWN 

If No, please elaborate, specifying paragraph numbers where appropriate:      
3. Please provide any general comments you may have regarding the Annexes:      
4. Please provide any specific comments you may have regarding the Annexes:      
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