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Swedish waste statistics  

International 
demands: 

Generation and 
treatment of waste 

Packages statistics  

National 
demands i.e   

Food waste surveys 

Litter surveys  



Surveys 
Environmental 

reports 

Organisations 

Waste data collection 



Waste data collection 

• Swedish EPA is responsible for a web based portal 

for reporting environmental data. 

• All Swedish facilities that has permission to 

environmentally hazardous activities are  

    included and reports every year. 

• Data included is for instance 

generated and treated waste. 

Environmental 
reports 



Generated waste, by sector 2012  



Waste treatment  

hierachy 

Waste treatment 
(of non- hazardous waste excluding 
waste treated in the mining sector).  



Packages statistics 

Swedish recycling center  

• The EU packages 

directive prevents that 

producers of products 

are responsible for the 

take-back, recycling 

and final disposal.  

 

• Data on plastic, paper, 

metals and glas etc. is 

collected via  

questionnaires that 

Statistics Sweden 

sends to the material 

companies. 

Surveys 



Food waste statistics 
National 
demand:  

Food waste 



Methodology:  
The total food waste volume and an waste factor for coming years was 

estimated by surveys on the weigh of separated food waste.  

Compositional analyses in the mixed waste has been made to be able to 

estimate the total volume and the estimate the edible part. 

 

The waste factor is in tonnes per person or employee.  



Edible food and drinks waste 



Food and drink disposed to the drain 

Aim om the study:  

Quantify food and drink 

waste disposed to the drain  

in Sweden to follow up the 

target to treat 50% of the 

waste biolocially. 

 

   

 

 



Paper survey study 

Dairy 

Coffee/The 

Amount Reason Day 1-4 







Reasons for disposing food and drink  

4% 

26% 

70% 

Annan anledning

Gammal vara eller
utgånget datum

Rester från
måltid/matlagning/fika

other reasons 
 
item was old or had 
expired date 
 
leftovers from cooking 
etc. 



Great media response! 



Ulla Hamilton, Stockholm 
Traffic commissioner 

Attitudes 

Actual amounts 

litter surveys 

Costs for 

cleanning 

Litter  

is all about… 

Swedish Waste act- goal 
Littering shall decrease in 
cities, in nature  and along 
coast until 2017 



Pavement method 
Sample of 200 spots from National Road Data Base 

Surveys 



Result: Distribution of litter 

(cigarette butts) 

Many 

Few 



Thank you for your attention! 

 
anna-karin.nystrom@scb.se 


