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Part |: General comments

This is the first global consultation based ondbmplete set of chapters for the SEEA
Central Framework. In this section please provigigegal comments on the drafts chapters
You may like to consider providing comments onghde and tone, the content and
coverage, and the general accessibility of the mahte

This complete set of chapters for the SEEA Cerfir@mework is well structured arn
balanced, concise and precise and globally cledwuaderstandable.

Part I1: Technical and other comments

In the box below please supply any additional comse1cluding those of a more technica
nature. As this is the first consultation wheredtbmplete 6 chapters have been released,
comments on the consistency of the technical co=iEnoss the chapters would be
appreciated.

Please reference your responses with the releeaagmph number or section number.

Chapter 1: Introduction

so please correct this § as follow:

environmental sustainabilitysustainabledevelopmentby informing the policy
frameworkon the state of the environment and by...”

environmental sustainabilisustainable-developmetat offer...

“Seventh, the SEEA framework can be used to motiierextent to which pattern

sustainable. The...”

sustainable-developmeht

assets that provide materials, eneagyg space to all economic activities.”

Chapter 2: Accounting framework

2.14: Please add: “... products circulate within égenomy (e.g. electricity, food, clothg
or are added to the capital stgck

2.29: Please add: “This section introduces theegifit tables that are part of the SE
centralframework and...”

1.14: Sustainable development comprises a socigrmsion, which is not part of the SEEA,

“First, the basic intent of the SEEA is to providhe measurement framework fpr
“Second, the SEEA framework is broad thus suppgrtthe ambitions of
of production, consumption and accumulation areob®eg more_environmentally

“Eighth, the SEEA provides a catalyst and mechari@rnthe engagement of exper
from across the multiplicity of fields that relate environmental sustainability

d

1.19: Please add: “Many of these individual compdsienay be regarded as environmental
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Table 2.3.2 and 2.3.4, § 2.88: Please specify whwszeflows of natural inputs direct
extracted by households (such as water, wood, willps or bush meat) for fing
consumption are taken into account.

Table 2.3.4: lease add the following note to thidd:

*** The distinction between produced assets andirenmental assets does not mean |
environmental assets could not be restored by humeivities (e.g restoration (¢
environmental functions of water bodies as aqustlutats)

2.102: As ecosystem services are normally congidaselows, not as stocks, please cor
the first sentence as follow: “Environmental assa&so encompass ecosystems, wh
provideandecosystem services.”

Chapter 3: Physical flow accounts

§ 3.43: Please specify where the flows of natumplis directly extracted by househo
(such as water, wood, wild crops or bush meatjifiad consumption are taken into accou

§ 3.56: Photosynthesis is part of the metabolisnthef phototrophic organisms. The ty
terms (metabolism and photosynthesis) should therafiot be juxtaposed like it is in tf
text.

§ 3.60: The plant root exudates (release of carbboyld not be treated input from the
soil but inResidualdikely as dissipative uses of products.

§ 3.190: Hydroelectric power generation: Note thathany countries such data will not
available for public use (e.g. due to security o@s} or that such data will be rath
meaningless in case of multiple use (e.g. cascadi®power systems in the Alps).

§ 3.220 and 3.221: It would be helpful if the difiece betweerhydrological water|
consumptiorandeconomic use of wateould be better explained.

Chapter 4: Monetary flow accounts

Chapter 4: Please specify in this chapter how gietivlike organic agriculture, eco-friend
tourism or resource-efficient manufacturing aratied and explain shortly why.

§ 4.1: Please add: “... that reflect efforts by -tbearnmentsocietyto influence...”
§ 4.65: Please delete bio-fuels as an example aptad good. In fact, bio-fuels are n
generally "environmentally friendly" but many ofetih have a dramatic impact on t
environment.

§ 4.113: Second sentence is not clear.

§ 4.135: Based on what is said in § 4.140 (...it maybe the case that the expenditure
the transferred resources results in beneficialrenmental outcomes even if this was
intent), we prefer the title "environmentally radtsubsidies and similar transfers" over

proposed one "environmental subsidies and simarsters”.

§ 4.144: Please explain shortly why a definitiodlP&DS is not included in the SEEA.
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§ 4.145 and 4.147: We prefer the term "environnibntalated taxes" of the previous dra




over the term "environmental taxes". In fact, tlkepe proposed for the environmentd
related taxes is defined by the tax base and thalades not only incentive taxes but a
taxes with a fiscal purpose but whose tax basepisyaical unit of something with negati
impact on the environment.

§ 4.150: Please mention the case of incentive tdgesvhich the intended purpose is al

known and is clearly environmental, but whose reesn are not earmarked fpr

environmental protection.

§ 4.154: Given the importance of taxes on petr@lgaes, can we really speak of “minor

exception?

§ 4.151 iv: Please correct “For detail on the tremit of rent see paragraph 4.1561d
explain more precisely why payments to governmenttiie use of land (which is ofte
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privately owned) or natural resources should batéek as rent and are therefore exclugded

from resource taxes.

Chapter 5: Asset accounts

Figure 5.2.1: Please add "...with no economic valgaling to SNA scoge

Table 5.6.1: It might be worth to consider to tréw proposed new category “areas useq
maintenance and restoration of environmental foneti as separate category or land cl

for
ass

which could be superimposed to various kinds ofllase categories rather than include it

into the proposed closed system of land use nomatmel According to our experieng

el

such areas are frequently part of another typaraf Lise, such as forestry or agriculture, gnd

may not completely exempt from that type of usst(ieted agricultural or forestry use m
be totally compatible, or even required, to asaeriae envisaged purpose of “maintenal
and restoration of environmental functions”).

Chapter 6: Integrating and presenting the accounts

6.103: Decoupling indicators based on a ratio dated like this does not show whether {
decoupling is relative or absolute even if it isaal to know that from the point of view
the environment. Please specify that it is abshiutecessary to present such decoup
indicators together with the numerator and the denator curves in absolute value.
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