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Preliminary Meeting of the  
United Nations Committee of Experts on 

Environmental-Economic Accounting 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

(United Nations, New York, 29-31 August 2005) 
 
 
 
1. The Preliminary Meeting of the United Nations Committee of Expert on 
Environmental-Economic Accounting was opened by Mr. Paul Cheung, Director of the 
United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD).  It was hosted in New York at the United 
Nations Headquarters from 29 to 31 August 2005 and organized by UNSD, Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).  It was chaired by Mr. Robert Smith, Secretary 
of the London Group on Environmental Accounting and Director of Environment 
Accounts and Statistics Division, Statistics Canada.  The agenda and list of participants is 
included in Annex V and Annex VI respectively. 
 
2. The Preliminary Meeting of the United Nations Committee of Experts on 
Environmental-Economic Accounting was organized in response to the request of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission at its 36th Session in March 2005 to prepare the 
Terms of Reference of the Committee and to submit them to the Bureau of the 
Commission for approval.   
 
3. Participants agreed on a Terms of Reference for the Committee (attached in Annex 
I); formulated its long-term objectives; developed its programme of work; and agreed on 
its governance structure.  Further, the draft handbook of national accounting Integrated 
Environmental and Economic Accounting for Water Resources was discussed in the 
thematic session on water accounting. 
 
4. A set of action items with deadlines to be completed by the Committee members 
was also identified.  This is presented in Annex II. 
 
5. The discussion during the meeting followed the structure of the document 
UNCEEA/Prelim/5 – Operational Guidelines and the agenda of the meeting.  The 
minutes are also organized following the same structure.   
 
Name and membership of the Committee 
 
6. The name of the Committee was slightly changed to “United Nations Committee of 
Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting”.  The addition of the words “of 
experts” is to distinguish this Committee from the Inter-governmental bodies that are 
established within the United Nations system.   
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7. High-level representation in the Committee by countries and international 
organizations alike was recommended as an integral part of the strategic function of the 
Committee and considered essential for the success in meeting the Committee’s 
objectives. 
 
Objectives 
 
8. In addition to two broad objectives of mainstreaming environmental-economic 
accounting and elevating the System of integrated Environmental and Economic 
Accounting (SEEA) to the level of an international standard, the Committee agreed to 
add the objective of advancing the implementation in countries. 
 
9. Further, it was agreed that a general explanation of what is considered an 
international standard should be added to the Operational Guidelines of the Committee.  
In particular, it was mentioned that a standard implies agreement on a framework of 
definitions, classifications and accounts and tables to be compiled in all countries.  
Moreover, a quality assessment framework, including the integrity and methodological 
soundness of the framework of accounts and tables, dissemination standards, 
documentation of data sources (metadata) could be developed for the SEEA, building on 
existing framework for other statistical standards like the 1993 System of National 
Accounts (1993 SNA) and Balance of Payments Manual 5th Edition (BPM5). 
 
Components of the work programme 
 
Coordination 

10. The Committee agreed that within its mandate, it has an umbrella function in 
coordinating and providing vision, direction and prioritisation so as to ensure that 
existing groups work in complementary fashion.  The groups in question are the London 
Group on Environmental Accounting, the Oslo Group on Energy Statistics, the Inter-
Secretariat Working Group (ISWG) on Environment Statistics and the ISWG on Energy 
Statistics and other expert groups that might be established within the scope of the 
Committee’s mandate.  It is expected that the city groups shall accept a significant part of 
their work programme to be dedicated to the mandate of the Committee taking into 
account the capacity and terms of reference of the city groups. With regard to the ISWGs, 
the Committee will actively seek to support the structuring and prioritising of their 
programmes of work by developing jointly with them a common vision on the 
international environmental-economic information system.  
 
11. To effect its coordinating and prioritising role, the Committee shall enter into 
agreements with the various expert groups reflecting agreed terms of reference, 
composition of expertise and agreed time schedules.  In accordance with the agreements, 
these groups will report to the Committee on their progress.  The UNSD as Secretariat of 
the Committee in consultation with the Chair of the Committee will ensure clear channels 
of communication with the Chairs and Secretariats of the various expert groups to inform 
them of the recommendations of the Committee.  
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12. The Committee will establish close coordination with the various groups working 
on environmental and related indicators, including the Commission for Sustainable 
Development, the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on the Millennium Development 
Goals Indicators, etc. 
 
13. The Committee took note of the presentation by the Federal Statistical Office 
Germany outlining strategic questions on environmental-economic accounting.  It 
requested the Federal Statistical Office of Germany to elaborate the issues in a paper and 
submit it to the Committee for further discussion. 
 
Promotion and implementation 

14. The programmes of work on the promotion and the implementation of 
environmental-economic accounting are inter-related.  The discussion of the two agenda 
items took place in a single session during the meeting and this is reflected also in these 
minutes. 

15. The Committee took note of the strategy papers on promotion prepared by UNEP 
and on implementation of environmental-economic accounting prepared by the Earth 
Institute at Columbia University and the World Bank Environment Department.  It 
reiterated the importance of the implementation of environmental-economic accounting 
in countries and its policy uses.  It further requested that the programme of work on 
implementation be further discussed at its next meeting.   

16. Although the Committee agreed that the institutionalisation of environmental-
economic accounting in countries is in line with its objectives, it found the proposal of 
UNEP to develop an instrument to engage national governments to apply environmental-
economic accounting on a voluntary basis beyond its mandate.  Nevertheless, the 
Committee considered useful the proposal of developing a document, which can be used 
as promotion material, explaining, for example, what environmental-economic 
accounting is; why it is necessary; what policy questions it can answer; what are the 
practices for establishing environmental-economic accounting; and what methodologies 
are available.  Such a document could be used by UNEP, acting independently from the 
Committee, to forward the implementation of the accounts. 

17. The Committee welcomed the initiative of the Earth Institute and the World Bank 
Environment Department to promote the implementation of environmental-economic 
accounting through assisting countries in developing the accounts, indicators and policy 
analyses; building awareness for environmental-economic accounting; and developing a 
collaborative effort among economists, statisticians and scientists in developing and 
developed countries.  It requested to be kept informed about the progress of this initiative.  
It further welcomed the offer from the World Bank Data Development Group to support 
the implementation of environmental-economic accounting in countries through two trust 
funds on statistical capacity building, which could be used for financing workshops and 
country projects.   

18. The Committee recognized the key role of the UN Regional Commissions and other 
regional organizations in the implementation and promotion of environmental-economic 



 4

accounting in the various regions.  It urged the Secretariat to maintain close 
communication and collaboration with them. 

19. In the development of its work programme on promotion and implementation, the 
Committee endorsed the organization of user-producer dialogues to advance the 
implementation, dissemination and use of environmental-economic accounts as part of 
national statistical programmes and their uses.  In this context, the Committee endorsed 
the proposal by UNSD to organize a high level user-producer dialogue on water 
accounting in 2006 to stimulate the interaction between users and producers of water 
accounts.  The meeting will coincide with the release of the handbook of national 
accounting Integrated Environmental and Economic Accounting for Water Resources and 
will bring together high-level representatives from national statistical offices, water 
ministries and experts from international organizations.  

20. Further, the Committee encouraged UNSD to undertake a benchmark scope and 
compliance survey in countries to assess the current status of implementation of different 
environment-economic accounts, priorities and future plans. 

21. The Committee considered the paper by Federal Statistical Office of Germany on 
linking the accounting framework with sustainable development indicators and looks 
forward to the continuation of activities in this area.  At the same time, it reiterated the 
importance of measurement approaches rooted in the framework of the SEEA.  In 
particular, the Committee requested that the Secretariat communicate with OECD and the 
leaders of the Norwegian project on Sustainable Development to express the interest of 
the Committee in collaborating with and contributing to the UNDSD, OECD and others 
(regional inititiatives) in developing a conceptual framework for sustainable development 
indicators.  The Committee further requested that the Federal Statistical Office of 
Germany further develop its paper on linking the accounting to indicators and report back 
to the Committee. 

22. The Committee took note of the presentation on UN Water by UN Division on 
Sustainable Development (UNDSD). It welcomed the invitation extended by UNDSD, 
the Secretariat of UN Water, to present the accounting methodologies and tables of the 
handbook of national accounting Integrated Environmental and Economic Accounting for 
Water Resources at its next meeting.  This would bridge the gap with the users’ 
community and contribute to the international discussion on information systems for 
integrated water management. 
 
Methodological Research 

23. The Committee recognized the major international accomplishment of the UN and 
its international partners in issuing the SEEA 2003 as a “white cover” publication and 
soon as a joint publication of the United Nations, European Commission, the 
International Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development and the World Bank.  The SEEA-2003 represents a major step forward 
towards the harmonization of concepts, definitions and classification of environmental-
economic accounting. 
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24. In light of this accomplishment, the Committee endorsed the update of the SEEA-
2003 to allow for its release as a statistical standard in 2010.  It endorsed the undertaking 
of a programme of research focusing on refining and clarifying those issues that will 
permit elevating it to the level of a statistical standard.  It stressed the importance of 
linking the release of the SEEA with the release of other international standards such as 
the updated 1993 SNA and the revised Balance of Payments Manual.  Although priority 
should be given to the issues that could be solved between now and 2008, it was 
considered important to also establish a longer-term research agenda.   
 
25. The Committee welcomed the initial issue list organized by the chapters of the 
SEEA 2003 and presented in document UNCEEA/Prelim/9.  The preliminary list was 
prepared with the objective of identifying those issues that should feed into the update of 
the SEEA-2003. The Committee requested UNSD to extend the consultation process to a 
wide range of experts producing and using environmental-economic accounts through a 
general call for issues so as to develop a comprehensive research agenda by mid-2006.  It 
urged to keep the list of issues manageable so as to meet the deadline of 2010. 
 
26. The Committee urged an early start on addressing the issues in the research agenda 
and in particular requested the countries and international institutions proposing the 
issues to take steps towards tackling them. 
 
27. The Committee considered the preliminary list of issues.  Its observations and 
recommendations are summarized below, organized by the SEEA-2003 chapters.  The 
preliminary list of issues has been amended on the basis of the discussion at the meeting 
and each issue has been classified as “short-term” and “long-term” on the basis of 
whether it could be solved between now and 2008 or it would need more time for an 
agreement on a single approach to be reached.  The updated list of issues is included in 
Annex III of this document. 
 

Chapter 3  
The issues identified in the document UNCEEA/Prelim/9 were considered 
clarifications on aspects of the implementation.  It was noted that the implementation 
of physical input-output tables has benefited the quality of national price and volume 
measures and national accounts statistics, alike.  
 
The Committee took note of the presentation by the OECD on its activities on 
material flow accounts and requested that OECD report to the Committee progress 
made on the preparation of two guidance documents – one on methodological and 
measurement aspects and the other on the use and interpretation of material flow 
indicators expected to be completed in 2006 - as well as on a simplified set of tables 
for the compilation of material flow accounts. 
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Chapter 4 
The issues identified in the chapter were considered clarifications on aspects of the 
implementation.  The following issues should be retained in the short-term research 
agenda, which includes issues that will be solved by 2008: 

(i) Broadening of the discussion on energy and emission accounts, based on 
extensive country experiences and including new types of energy (e.g. 
renewable energy); 

(ii) Standardization of terminology on waste and waste products and methodology 
for compiling waste accounts; 

(iii) Development of standardized tables for the waste and energy accounts; 

(iv) Development of standardized bridge tables linking energy accounts with 
energy statistics, which may not be compiled using the concept of residence 
used in the 1993 SNA.  This would be very important in linking the energy 
and emission accounts to the Kyoto protocol information requirements. 
 

The research agenda of chapters 3 and 4 is very closely linked.  Statistics Denmark 
will lead the research agenda in Chapter 3, Statistics Netherlands in Chapter 4 and 
OECD will lead the research agenda on material flow accounts.  Statistics Denmark, 
Statistics Netherlands and the OECD should closely coordinate their activities.  They 
would also coordinate activities with Eurostat task forces on Material Flow Accounts 
and NAMEA.   

 
Chapters 5 and 6  

The Committee agreed to retain the following issues in the research agenda: 

(i) Definition and classification of environmental taxes; 

(ii) Definition and classification of environmental subsidies; 

(iii) Conceptual development of the treatment of permits (e.g. emission permits, 
fishing rights, etc.); 

(iv) Development of classification on natural resources management activities and 
expenditures. 

Eurostat and Statistics Sweden will write issue papers on the above for discussion and 
deliberation by the London Group. 

 
Chapters 7 and 8  

The Committee endorsed the list of issues proposed in the paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9.  
Some of the issues were classified as short and some as long term (see Annex III).  
Further the Committee endorsed the work being carried out by the Subgroup of the 
London Group on Mineral and Energy Accounts and in particular the preparation of a 
handbook on mineral and energy asset accounts.  It endorsed the Terms of Reference 
of the Sub-group, which are attached in Annex IV.  Further the Committee considered 
that maintaining consistency between stocks and flows is important and it urged the 
Subgroup on Mineral and Energy Asset Accounts to work in close cooperation with 
the Oslo Group on Energy Statistics. 
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Chapters 9 and 10 

The Committee considered evaluation of those types of non-market valuation that are 
not within the 1993 SNA principles to be a long-term research issue.  However, it 
considered important to continue to explore valuation within the SNA principles and 
welcomed the proposal of the Bureau of Economic Analysis to prepare a paper on the 
importance of economic valuation in environmental-economic accounting grounded 
in the principles of the 1993SNA.  This paper would present an alternative approach 
from the one presented in the paper prepared by the Federal Statistical Office 
Germany (UNCEEA/Prelim/9e), which recommends the use of modelling approaches 
based on physical environmental information as opposed to economic valuation. 
 
The Committee agreed to improve the quality and organization of Chapters 9 and 10 
of the SEEA-2003.  It further endorsed the proposal of including discussion of 
valuation of natural assets which are not covered in the 1993 SNA, in order to attempt 
to achieve a more comprehensive measure of environmentally-adjusted national 
wealth.   
 
The Committee discussed a proposal of developing case studies in various countries 
to test the three approaches to measure degradation discussed in Chapter 9 and 10 (i.e. 
maintenance cost valuation, damage-based valuation and modelling approach).   

 
Other issues 

Expansion to social issues 
The Committee recognized that the link between social and environmental issues is 
important.  However, it recommended remaining focused on the interaction between 
the economy and the environment.  Nevertheless, the Committee encourages national 
countries to experiment in integrating social and environmental issues in an 
accounting framework.  It also encouraged the London Group to monitor progress of 
made at the country level.   
 
Land and ecosystem accounting 
The Committee endorsed the notion of land and ecosystems accounting as an area of 
long-term research.  It welcomed the proposal of the European Environment Agency 
to work towards having land and ecosystem accounting widely accepted.  It 
encouraged the creation of a group bringing together scientists, statisticians and 
policy makers and requested that the EEA work closely with the London Group to 
further methodological development in this area, focusing at first on the integration of 
land and ecosystem accounts within the SEEA framework. 
 

 
Harmonization of data collection activities with environmental accounting concepts and 
definitions 

28. The Committee recognized that harmonizing data collection activities with 
environmental accounting concepts and definition is essential for furthering the 
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implementation of environmental-economic accounting.  It also considered dissemination 
as an important component of data harmonization.   

29. The Committee endorsed the preparation of handbooks that would provide practical 
guidance on how to collect data to populate the SEEA tables.   

30. The Committee recognized the important role of the Inter-Secretariat Working 
Groups on Environment Statistics and Energy Statistics in harmonizing data collection 
activities and welcomed their suggestion to develop a joint work programme with the 
Committee.  The Committee recognized the work done in the harmonization of the 
questionnaire on water statistics questionnaire with the water accounting concepts and 
definitions as being very valuable and urged to repeat this experience in other areas.  
Other priority areas for which harmonization should be sought include: (a) energy and 
emission accounts; (b) environmental protection expenditures accounts; (c) mineral and 
energy asset accounts; and (d) material flow accounting.   
 

Oslo Group and Inter-Secretariat Working Group on Energy Statistics 
 
31. The Committee thanked the Oslo Group and the Inter-Secretariat Working Group 
on Energy Statistics for asking its advice on coordination as well as on the scope of work.  
Given the synergies between the terms of reference of the Oslo Group and the Inter-
Secretariat Working Group on Energy Statistics, the Committee suggested that the two 
groups develop a joint work programme and looks forward to their reporting to the 
Committee at its next meeting.  Further, the Committee urged the Oslo Group to consider 
expanding its scope to include monetary statistics, to adopt the industrial breakdown in 
developing methodologies on energy statistics and to harmonize concepts and 
classifications of energy statistics with the accounting framework.  
 
32. The Committee urged the Oslo Group to coordinate its activities with the Sub-group 
on Mineral and Energy Asset Accounts, in order to ensure consistency between flows and 
stocks of energy. 
 
Governance structure 
 
Organization of work 

33. It was agreed that the Committee would report to the Statistical Commission on an 
annual basis.  It will report progress made in its activities, including progress made by the 
various city and other groups working with the Committee within its mandate. 
 
34. The Committee considered important the creation of a website for the Committee in 
order to ensure information sharing and transparency in the implementation of the 
program of work of the Committee. The website will serve as a knowledge-base platform 
and include also an archive of case studies.  It will use the 1993 SNA update website as a 
model. 
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35. The Committee endorsed the creation of a Newsletter by the Secretariat to be 
disseminated through the website. 
 
Composition 

36. The Committee stressed the importance of have high-level representation in order 
for it to exercise its strategic role.  Users as well as producers of statistics should be 
invited to be part of the Committee from the outset. 
 
37. While the Committee considered important to be inclusive in order to exercise its 
strategic functions, it also considered it essential to maintain the number of members 
small enough to ensure in-depth discussions. The Committee agreed to limit the 
membership to a maximum of 25 countries and international organizations maintaining 
adequate regional representation.  Flexibility will be exercised to allow a maximum of 
two representatives per country and international institution. 
 
Chair 

38. Mr. Walter Radermacher, Vice president of the Federal Statistical Office Germany, 
was elected by acclamation as the first chair of the UN Committee of Experts on 
Environmental-Economic Accounting.   
 
39. The Committee agreed that the tenure of the Chair will be 3 years, renewable for 
one term. The role and the functions of the Chair as outlined in document 
UNCEEA/Prelim/5 were endorsed by the Committee. 
 
Secretariat 

40. The Committee welcomed the proposal of UNSD to serve as permanent Secretariat 
for the Committee. The role and the functions of the Secretariat as outlined in 
UNCEEA/Prelim/5 were endorsed by the Committee. 
 
Periodicity of the UN Committee Meetings 

41. It was agreed that the Committee should meet face-to-face once a year.  In special 
circumstances, ad-hoc face-to-face meetings may be organized.  The Committee 
encouraged organizing the meeting back-to-back to other meetings that are likely to be 
attended by the high-level representatives of countries/organizations.  The next meeting 
will take place in the second quarter of 2006. 
 
Financing 

42. The Committee asked UNSD to take the lead in securing funds for the activities of 
the UN Committee and welcomed the creation of a Trust Fund at UNSD. 
 
 
Thematic Session on Water 
 



 10

43. UNSD presented the paper on the handbook of national accounting Integrated 
Environmental and Economic Accounting for Water Resources.  The presentation 
outlined the structure of the handbook, reviewed the current state of the drafting and 
suggested the process to finalize it.   
 
44. The Committee endorsed the structure of the handbook and commended the work 
of the Sub-group of the London Group on Water Accounting.  The Committee recognized 
that the drafting of the handbook is well advanced and agreed to approve of the handbook 
electronically, in-between meetings.  Once the handbook is finalized, the Committee 
considered the work of the Subgroup on water accounting completed and requested that it 
be dismantled. 
 
45. Further, the Committee recognized that with the completion of the handbook, 
implementation and promotion of the handbook become a priority.  In order to advance in 
these areas, the Committee recommended that a new group consisting of producers and 
users of water accounts be formed under the aegis of the Committee.   
 
46. The Committee requested UNSD to prepare a strategy paper on the promotion and 
implementation of water accounts for discussion at its next meeting. 
 
47. The Australian Bureau of Statistics offered its assistance in promoting water 
accounts worldwide using its positive experience as an example. 
 
48. The Committee welcomed the proposal of UNSD to organize a high-level users-
producers dialogue on water accounting in the second quarter of 2006. 
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Annex I 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE  
UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON  

ENVIRONMENTAL-ECONOMIC ACCOUNTING 
 
 

1. The United Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting 
was established by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its at its 36th Session 
in March 2005.  Its overall objectives are (a) to mainstream environmental-economic 
accounting and related statistics; (b) to elevate the System of integrated 
Environmental and Economic Accounting (SEEA) to an international statistical 
standard; and (c) to advance the implementation of the SEEA in countries.  To 
achieve these objectives, the UN Committee programme of work will focus on the 
following:  

(a) Ensure coordination, integration and complementarity among programmes in 
environmental-economic accounting and related statistics among international 
organizations and countries;  

(b) Promote the use of environmental-economic accounting in countries as a tool for 
decision making through recommendations on the compilation, harmonization 
and dissemination of the accounts, linking the accounts to indicators and 
developing a closer relationship between the users and producers of 
environmental-economic accounts and related statistics;  

(c) Further methodologies in environmental-economic accounting and statistics 
through identifying, and prioritising issues that need to be addressed, establishing 
appropriate mechanisms to address those issues, monitoring progress made, 
reviewing proposed solutions and submitting recommendations to the United 
Nations Statistical Commission for approval; 

(d) Advance the implementation of the SEEA in developed and developing countries 
by means of technical co-operation; 

(e) Work towards the harmonization of data collection activities of environment and 
related statistics with concepts and definitions of environmental-economic 
accounting including the assurance of data quality. 

2. The Committee will bring to the attention of United Nations Statistics Division and 
United Nations Statistical Commission new developments that impact the 
compilation of environmental-economic accounting and work on developing 
standards and, whenever this is not possible, best practices. 

3. The Committee has an umbrella function in providing overall vision, coordination, 
prioritisation and direction in the field of environmental-economic accounting and 
related statistics.  The Committee will ensure that existing or new groups working in 
environmental accounting and related statistics will work in a complementary fashion 
with the Committee.  
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4. The selected members of the Committee comprise high-level experts from national 
governments and international organizations with a broad range of experience in 
statistics and in the uses of environmental-economic accounts.  Members would also 
be selected so as to ensure equitable regional representation. 

5. The Committee will elect a Chair who will serve for a 3 year-period renewable for 
once for an additional 3 years.  

6.  The United Nations Statistics Division will serve as the permanent Secretariat of the 
Committee. It will provide the day-to-day management and coordination and 
undertake all internal and external communication on behalf of the Committee. In 
cooperation with the Chair, the Secretariat will coordinate, monitor, and report on the 
activities of the various expert groups, organize meetings, develop the agenda for the 
meetings, maintain the Committee website and issue the Newsletter.  

7. The Committee will prepare an annual report for presentation to the Statistical 
Commission.  It will report progress made in its activities, including progress made 
by the various city groups, inter-secretariat working groups and other groups working 
with the Committee within its mandate. 
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Annex II  Time schedule and tasks 
 
The table below outlines the detailed time schedule agreed at the Preliminary Meeting of the 
United Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic Accounting and the tasks 
of countries and organizations.  
 
Tasks  Countries/ 

organizations 
Deadline 

1. Update the TOR of the UN Committee of Experts 
on Environmental-Economic Accounting on the basis 
of the discussion at the meeting 

UNSD/Chair ASAP 

2. Update the document “Operational Guidelines of 
the UN Committee of Experts on Environmental-
Economic Accounting” on the basis of the discussion 
at the meeting 

UNSD/Chair ASAP 

Coordination 

3. Establish communication with Chairs/Secretariat 
of other groups (e.g. London Group on 
Environmental Accounting, Oslo Group on Energy 
Statistics, Inter-Secretariat Working Group on 
Environment Statistics, Inter-Secretariat Working 
Group on Energy Statistics) and United Nations 
Regional Commissions 

UNSD End of October and 
on-going 

4. Establish communication with Groups working on 
indicators (e.g. Division for Sustainable 
Development, OECD and leaders of the Norwegian 
Project on Sustainable Development, Inter-agency 
expert Group on Millennium Development Goals 
Indicators, etc.) 

UNSD/Chair End of October and 
on-going 

5. Report to the Statistical Commission UNSD/Chair December 2005 

6. Develop the UN Committee website  UNSD On-going 

7. Preparation of a Newsletter UNSD To be announced 

8. Establish a Trust Fund to finance activities of the 
Committee and undertake fundraising 

UNSD in cooperation 
with all 

On-going 

Promotion and implementation 

9. Develop promotion material UNEP 2nd Quarter 2006 
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10. Prepare paper on implementation Earth Institute at 
Columbia University 
and World Bank 

2nd Quarter 2006 

11. Prepare progress report on the Global Initiative 
for Environmental Accounting 

Earth Institute at 
Columbia University 
and World Bank 

2nd Quarter 2006 

12. Prepare a paper on linking accounting and 
indicators  

Federal Statistical 
Office Germany 

2nd Quarter 2006 

13. Participate in the next meeting of UN Water and 
present the water accounting handbook 

UNSD/DSD 4th Quarter 2005 

14. Undertake scope and compliance survey UNSD 2nd Quarter 2006 

15. Elaborate the note on strategic questions on 
environmental accounting 

Federal Statistical 
Office Germany 

2nd Quarter 2006 

Research agenda 

16. Disseminate a general call for issues to identify 
issues to be added to the research agenda 

UNSD October 2005 

17. Lead research agenda of issues in Chapter 3 of 
SEEA-2003 (except MFA) 

Statistics Denmark As needed 

18. Lead research agenda of issues in Chapter 4 of 
SEEA-2003 (except MFA) 

Statistics Netherlands As needed 

19. Coordinate research agenda on Material Flow 
Accounts 

OECD As needed 

20. Prepare progress report on the MFA guidance 
documents 

OECD 2nd Quarter 2006 

21. Prepare issue paper on issues in Chapter 5 and 6 
of the SEEA-2003 for discussion by the London 
Group 

Eurostat/Statistics 
Sweden 

January 2006 

22. Prepare a handbook on Mineral and Energy Asset 
Accounts 
- Moderate the Subgroup on Mineral and Energy Asset 

Accounts 
- Coordinate with the Oslo Group on Energy Statistics 

Statistics 
Denmark/UNSD and 
contributors 

2007 

23. Prepare paper on economic valuation  US Bureau of 
Economic Analysis 

Spring 2006 

24. Creation of a group on land and ecosystem European ASAP 
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accounts, which will report to the London Group Environment Agency 

Harmonization of data collection activities with environmental accounting concepts and definitions 

25. Harmonization of water statistics questionnaire 
with water accounting tables 

ISWGES/Subgroup on 
Water Accounting 

December 2005 

26. Develop joint programme of work between the 
Oslo Group and the Inter-Secretariat Working Group 
on Energy Statistics 

Statistics 
Norway/ISWG Energy 
Statistics 

ASAP 

27. Prepare progress report of the Oslo Group on and 
ISWG on Energy Statistics 

Statistics 
Norway/ISWG Energy 
Statistics 

2nd Quarter 2006 

Thematic session on water accounting 

28. Finalize the handbook on water accounting UNSD/Subgroup on 
water accounting 

December 2005 

29. Prepare a strategy paper on promotion and 
implementation of water accounting 

UNSD 2nd Quarter 2006 

30. Organize a high level users-producers dialogue 
on water accounting 

UNSD First half 2006 
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Annex III  
RESEARCH AGENDA 

A PRELIMINARY CONSOLIDATED LIST OF ISSUES 
 

Introduction 
 
With the objective of the Committee to elevate the SEEA to an international statistical 
standard on environmental-economic accounting by 2010, the advancement of 
methodologies in environmental-economic accounting is an important element of work 
for the Committee.   
 
The handbook of national accounting Integrated Environmental and Economic 
Accounting 2003 (SEEA-2003) has been issued as a white cover publication and will be 
published by five international agencies, namely the United Nations, the European 
Commission, the International Monetary Fund, the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development and the World Bank.  The SEEA-2003 represents a major 
step forward in the harmonization of concepts and methods in environmental-economic 
accounting.  However, it is not a statistical standard.  In those cases in which there is 
consensus, the SEEA-2003 reports best practices.  In those cases in which a variety of 
approaches exist, the SEEA-2003 presents a list of options, including a discussion on 
advantages and disadvantages of each option.   
 
Since the issuing of the SEEA-2003, countries have gained further experience in the 
implementation of environmental-economic accounting.  They have expressed the need 
to reach a consensus on some of the unresolved issues in the SEEA-2003 as well as on 
furthering research in new and emerging issues (e.g. measurement and valuation of 
ecosystems, etc.).   
 
As a first step in developing a research agenda, a preliminary list of issues has been 
compiled on the basis of contributions received by countries and organizations that were 
the major contributors of the SEEA-2003.  Further input will be requested from both 
producers and users of environmental accounts. National accountants, balance of 
payments, financial and government statisticians will also be consulted with the objective 
of ensuring consistency with major standards like the 1993 SNA, Balance of Payments 
Manual – Fifth Edition (BPM5) and Government Finance Statistics (GFS) which are 
presently under review as well as of seeking their views on outstanding issues that were 
not solved during the revision processes because of time constraints.  All issues regarding 
the update of the 1993 and the revision of BPM5 and GFS would have to be solved by the 
end of 2006. 
 
The present list of issues has been structured by chapters of the current SEEA 2003 and 
has been further classified on the basis of whether the issue is “short-term”, meaning that 
the issue is expected to be solved before 2008, in time for the 2010 deadline for the 
update of the SEEA, or “long-term”, that is the issue will require longer time to be 
solved.  It has been revised on the basis of the discussion held during the Preliminary 
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Meeting of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Environmental-Economic 
Accounting.  It should be noted that the list and the classification of issues as short or 
long term is still under discussion. 
 
 
CHAPTER 3 - PHYSICAL FLOW ACCOUNTS (Statistics Denmark) 
 
1. Material Flow Accounts – Short Term 
Material Flow Accounts concepts are in some cases not consistent with those of the 
national accounts.  Differences between the two approached should be elaborated and, 
when possible, consistency with the national accounts principles should be advocated.  
When it is not possible to achieve full consistency with the national accounts because of 
specific users’ needs, bridge tables showing the differences between the SEEA and MFA 
should be developed. 
 
2. Economy Wide Material Flow Accounting – Short Term 
Economy Wide Material Flow Accounts present two aggregation issues: (a) aggregation 
across industries; and (b) aggregation over products.  Industrial breakdown and thus the 
use of SUTs and I-O should be advocated for the derivation of MFA indicators.  Should a 
single indicator of economy wide MFA be derived?  Should standard aggregation 
methods of material/physical flows to assess the different impacts on the environment be 
developed so as to obtain a limited set of aggregated indicators, which would be more 
policy relevant? 
 
 
CHAPTER 4 – HYBRID FLOW ACCOUNTS (Statistics Netherlands) 
 
3. Waste accounts –Short Term 
The terminology and classification of waste and waste products differ across countries. 
There is a need for standardizing methodologies to compile waste accounts and for 
harmonizing concepts and definitions used in waste statistics and waste accounts.  The 
European Union Waste Statistics Regulation could serve as a starting point for 
developing waste categories, waste treatment methods and industrial classifications for 
the waste accounts.  Standardized waste tables should also be developed. 
 
4. Link between waste accounts and MFA accounts – Short term 
Full MFA accounts include implicitly also the amounts of waste generated by the 
economy.  Further, MFA accounts based on physical supply-use tables can be used to 
estimate the amounts of waste. Experiences with these links are so far quite limited and 
research into this field could be interesting.      
  
Energy accounts 
 
5. Energy statistics and energy accounts – Short term 
The SEEA-2003 does not elaborate in detail the compilation of energy accounts, although 
it reports the example of the Danish energy accounts.  There is a lot of experience in the 
compilation of energy accounts, which are compiled on a regular basis by many 
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countries.  However, issues of consistencies of definitions and classifications used in 
energy statistics and accounts need to be addressed.  Energy statistics and energy 
accounts differ, for example, in the following situations: (a) treatment of energy use of 
non-residents and of residents abroad; and (b) allocation of energy uses by mobile 
sources.  There is a need to elaborate the differences in concepts and definitions between 
energy statistics and accounting and to reconcile the two approaches.  In cases in which 
both information compiled by the energy accounts and energy statistics is needed by the 
users, bridge tables should be developed. 
 
6. Link between SEEA accounts and Kyoto protocol inventories and other policy 

relevant concepts (Statistics Norway) – Short term 
There is a lot of political interest in developing emission accounts, especially of 
greenhouse gases, to respond to the demands of the Kyoto protocol.  The energy accounts 
use the SNA framework and thus the concept of residence which differ from the concept 
used in the data needed to monitor the implementation of the Kyoto protocol.  For 
example, emissions from mobile sources that take place outside the territory by resident 
units (e.g. emissions from ocean shipping by national ships abroad) are not included in 
the Kyoto aggregates.  The energy accounts instead are particularly helpful to allocate the 
emissions from mobile sources. Users need information according to the SNA concepts 
and the Kyoto protocol requirements.  Some countries already compile such bridge tables 
and however, standardized bridge tables should be developed so as to ensure that both 
users needs are met and avoid unnecessary duplication of work. 
 
7. Renewable energy resources – Short term 
Renewable energy resources (e.g. hydropower, solar energy, bio fuels etc.) are becoming 
increasingly important. Several National Statistical Offices are developing statistics to 
include renewable energy in their energy statistics. Methodology should be developed to 
expand the energy accounts to include renewable energy so as to link this information to 
the economic variables. 
 
 
CHAPTER 6 – ACCOUNTING FOR OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL RELATED 
TRANSACTIONS  (Statistics Sweden) 
 
8. Environmental taxes and subsidies – Short term 
Environmental taxes and subsidies are broadly defined in the SEEA-2003.  Recently 
OECD and Eurostat have tested a definition of environmental taxes in several countries.  
There is a further need to standardize the definitions of environmental taxes and subsidies 
keeping also into consideration the practical implementation of these concepts. 
 
9. Permits to access the resources (e.g. fishing and water rights) and emission permits – 

Short term 
There is a need for further development and standardization of concepts and methods for 
the recording of permits within the national accounts and balance of payments manual.  
The issue has to some extent been discussed by the Canberra II group but it could be 
useful to collect actual experiences and to add the perspective of environmental 
accountants and the environmental/physical dimension of permits in the discussion.  The 
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recent introduction of CO2 emission trading scheme as a result of the Kyoto protocol will 
without doubt increase the users demand for this type of information, which will be used 
for making analysis. 
 
10. Classification of natural resources management accounts – Short term 
The SEEA-2003 presents the Classification of Environmental Protection Activities 
(CEPA 2000).  CEPA is an agreed classification, which however does not cover natural 
resources management activities and expenditures, which are very important in particular 
for sectoral policies. 

 
CHAPTER 7 ASSET ACCOUNTS AND THE VALUATION OF NATURAL 
RESOURCE STOCKS 
CHAPTER 8 SPECIFIC RESOURCE ACCOUNTS 
 

Mineral Accounts  (Statistics Denmark and UNSD) 

11. Definition of physical reserves – Short term 
The terminology and classification used for physical reserves differs across countries.  
One issue is whether it is possible to aggregate over the different reserves (e.g. proven, 
probable and possible on the basis of probability of existence, etc.)?  Should renewable 
energy resources be included in the accounts in terms of stocks? 
 
12. Valuation of stocks – Short term 
The net present value method has been identified as being the preferred method as 
compared to the appropriation method.  Issues on how to implement the NPV method 
still remain unsolved.  They include, e.g.: 

• Calculation of the capital services on natural resources (i.e. resource rent): Should 
taxes and subsidies be included in the calculation of the resource rent? What rate 
of return to capital should be used? How to implement the capital service 
approach in this context by identifying the produced and non-produced assets in 
production?  How should the resource rent be allocated to different products in 
case of joint production (e.g. in the case of a mine which produces silver and 
copper)? How to deal with heterogeneity (different quality and costs) of the 
reserves?  How to deal with fluctuations in resource rents over relatively short 
periods of time?  How to deal with negative resource rents (e.g. should a moving 
average be recommended)? 

• Calculation of NPV? What discount rate to choose?  How to calculate the lifetime 
of the reserve? 

• How can constant price valuation of assets be obtained (e.g. using GDP deflator, 
constant rent from base period, etc.)? 

13. Valuation of changes in stocks and, in particular, depletion – Short term 
The following options have been put forward in the SEEA-2003.  They include (SEEA-
2003 Box 10.8): 

Option E1  Is consistent with the SNA.  This records the value of the depletion in 
the other changes in asset account. 
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Option E2  Partitions the actual payment into two elements.  The part which 
corresponds to the decline in value of the asset is recorded as a capital 
transfer from the user to the owner as recompense for the decline in the 
asset’s value; the rest is recorded as property income (rent) payable from 
the user to the owner in the distribution of primary income account.  

Option E3  Maintains the recording of the actual payment from the user to the 
owner as property income in the distribution of primary income account 
but treats this as rent gross of depletion.  An element for the 
consumption of natural capital is shown in this account for the owner 
also to reduce the rent to a value net of depletion. 

Option E4  It is similar to option E3 but assumes that the consumption of natural 
capital allows for the discoveries made during the year as well as the 
extraction. 

More discussion should take place to reach an agreement on the recording of depletion 
in the SEEA.   

14. Decommissioning costs and recording ownership of mineral-related assets – Short 
term 

The SEEA-2003 suggested more than one option in recording decommissioning costs and 
recording of ownership of mineral-related assets.  The Canberra II group and the AEG 
have agreed with changing the current SNA treatment of decommissioning costs.  The 
SEEA will have to be updated to reflect the changes in the 1993SNA Rev.1. 
  
15. Extension of the methodology used for oil and gas accounts to other mineral 

resources – Short term 
Most of the methodological work as well as compilation of mineral accounts has focused 
on oil and gas.  Would the methods for, say calculating the resource rent, valuing the 
stocks, etc. be applicable also for other mineral resources? 
 
16. Confidentiality and the compilation of minerals and energy resources – Short term 
Several countries have raised the issue that although information on stocks is often 
available, it should be treated as confidential.  Further international guidelines have to be 
made on how to deal with confidential information when compiling and publishing 
mineral accounts. 

 
17. Inclusion of financial wealth related to natural assets in the SEEA asset boundary 

(Statistics Norway) – Short term 
This issue is raised in the context of mineral accounts because in some countries a large 
portion of the national wealth generated by the extraction of mineral resources is invested 
in financial assets.  For analytical purposes, the changes in wealth of a country from the 
exploration of mineral assets should reflect non-produced, produced and financial assets 
(e.g. Norwegian oil fund). 
 
18. Resource rent and “specific” taxes and subsidies (for example on oil extraction) in 

the national accounts (Statistics Norway) – Short term 
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There is a question of whether these “specific” taxes should be treated as general taxes 
and thus excluded from the part of the resource rent that the government captures (as 
recommended by the SEEA-2003) or they should be treated as royalties. Here 
consistency with the GFS should be sought. 

 
Water accounting (UNSD) 

 
19. Treatment of water in artificial reservoirs as a produced asset – Short term 
Considerable money is spent to build dams to retain the water from flowing downstream 
to the sea. Also, continuous control and management of the water resources is exercised 
both in the case in which the water is used for abstraction, purification and distribution, 
or for other uses such as hydroelectric power generation. Therefore, in line with the 
definition of cultivated assets in the SEEA and now agreed in the SNA revision process1, 
water in the reservoirs should be considered a produced asset. In parallel with the 
treatment of natural growth of cultivated forest and fish as produced asset, precipitation 
and inflows of water in the reservoirs should be considered as capital formation.  As a 
result, water in the reservoir should be added to the classification of produced asset. 
 
20. Treatment of illegal tapping – Short term 
In many countries, especially developing countries, an illegal connection to the water 
distribution network from households and industries is frequent.  The question is how to 
treat illegal tapping in the water accounts and, more in general, in the national accounts.  
The following two options come to mind: 

• Water used as a result of illegal tapping could be considered a loss and 
thus included as part of water consumption.  In this case, the flows in the physical 
supply and use table (PSUT) would correspond to the flows in the monetary SUT, 
but, for example indicators of water efficiency by industry would be misleading.  
Also, whom should the water consumption be allocated to? To the industry that 
collects, purifies and distribute water (ISIC 41)? 

• Water used as a result of illegal tapping could be allocated to the end user.  
In this case, the production of water by (ISIC 41) is a legal activity but 
consumption is illegal.  While the SNA discusses the treatment of illegal 
production (e.g. drugs), it does not explicitly mentions how to treat illegal 
consumption.  If we allocate the water used as a result of illegal tapping to the 
users, the following questions arise: what value for the production of water should 
be used (e.g. imputed at purchasers' price)?  Should we impute some type of 
transfer from say ISIC 41 to the households or industries? How should these 
transfers be classified?  (They cannot be social transfer as they are from a 
corporation to household) 

 

                                                 
1 Cultivated assets are defined as: “livestock for breeding, dairy, draught, etc. and vineyards, orchards and 
other trees yielding repeat products whose natural growth and/or regeneration is under the direct control, 
responsibility and management of institutional units. (SEEA-2003 para 7.58) 
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21. Valuation of water – Long term 
Water is increasingly a scarce resource.  International agreements such as the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the Water Framework Directive, etc. recognize 
that water is an economic good.  How to value water in national accounts framework?  A 
proposals of valuing water as a mineral asset and, in case this is not feasible using 
payments for water rights as proxy has been put forwards during the update of the 1993 
SNA.  The issue of water valuation has to be further considered. 
 
22. Quality accounts - Long term 
Quality accounts are still experimental.  They are important because water quality limits 
the use of water by the economy and the economy impacts the quality of water.  However 
there are several measurement issues.  Water quality is highly variable over time and 
space.  The question is what aspects of water quality can be meaningfully presented in an 
accounting framework.  How should quality classes be defined? How to aggregate across 
pollutants to obtain a quality index?  How to aggregate over space and over time?  What 
is the link between changes in quality of water and emissions? 
 

Land (Statistics Denmark) 
 
23. Land valuation – Short term 
The 1993 SNA recommends, whenever possible, valuing the land separate from the 
building which lies on it.  If the value of the buildings based on the perpetual inventory 
method calculation is deducted from the value of the combined asset, the land value 
captures all the market fluctuations and, in the cases in which there are big capital losses, 
it can be negative.  
 
 
CHAPTER 9 VALUATION TECHNIQUES FOR MEASURING DEGRADATION 
CHAPTER 10 MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO THE FLOW ACCOUNTS 
(Federal Statistical Office Germany) 
 
24. Valuation of degradation – Long term 
The SEEA-2003 presents three approaches for the valuation of degradation, namely the 
damage cost, the maintenance cost and the modelling approach.  The three methods 
represent different concepts and philosophical approaches to analysis.  Although further 
research in this area would certainly promote a standardization process, which is needed, 
it does not seem plausible that these approaches can be reconciled.  There is very little 
practical experience in the valuation of degradation in an accounting context.  To date 
only few countries have experimented with the techniques recommended in the SEEA 
and no country has implemented the three approaches and compared the results in 
relation to environmental accounting.  It is therefore suggested to adopt a pragmatic 
approach and put in place some pilot studies to experiment with the various approaches. 
 
 
CHAPTER 11 – APPLICATIONS AND POLICY USES OF THE SEEA (All) 
 
25. Uses of the accounts- Short term  
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The SEEA-2003 presents examples of how the accounts can be used for monitoring 
performances and for more analytical purposes.  Examples of indicators as well as other 
ways to disseminate the results of the accounts (e.g. environmental-economic profiles, 
etc.) are presented.  There is a general consensus of the need for developing additional 
standard dissemination techniques as well as for “educating” the users to the potential of 
using the accounting approach for analysis and policy making.  Linking the accounts to 
the indicators, including millennium development goals indicators, sustainable 
development indicators, will increase the policy relevance of the accounts and make them 
more “visible”.  Moreover, there is a need to provide further guidance and examples on 
how to use the accounts for modelling (e.g. scenario modelling, decomposition analyses, 
etc.). 
 
OTHER ISSUES 
 
26. Expansion of the SEEA to social aspects (Statistics Sweden) – Long term 
The SEEA-2003 addresses the inter-relationship between the economy and the 
environment.  It does not cover the social aspect.  It has been argued by some 
commentators that in order for the SEEA to be considered as the framework to measure 
sustainable development, it should be expanded to include the third pillar of sustainable 
development.  In particular, the following three issues could be addressed in the 
expansion of the SEEA to include social aspects: 

(a) Socio-economic issues already included in the national accounts, such as 
employment, education, gender, income, etc.; 

(b) Socio-economic issues such as sickness caused by environmental degradation, 
work environment, traffic accidents, number of people with access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, etc. 

(c) Social issues that are important to measuring sustainable development in general 
sense only loosely linked with the economic or environmental spheres such as 
poverty, sickness, threat of violence, unemployment, etc. 

 
27. Measurement of ecosystems (European Environment Agency) – Long term 
The SEEA-2003 in Chapter 8 – Section F describes the land and ecosystem accounts.  It 
presents the basic accounts and supplementary accounts.  The basic accounts are a 
standardized approach to land accounting and describe the interface between land use and 
land cover.  Supplementary accounts are issue-oriented and take into account national 
and regional consideration and thus do not use standard classifications.  At the time the 
SEEA-2003 was written there was little experience in the compilation of such accounts.  
However, measurement of ecosystems is becoming increasingly an area of interest by 
policy makers.  The SEEA-2003 can offer the framework for building an information 
system to measure ecosystems, in particular in terms of bringing together information 
from different sources and harmonizing definitions and classifications used by different 
data collection activities (e.g. space agencies, environmental information systems 
available at the country and international levels, etc.).  More practical and methodological 
work is needed in this area. 
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Annex IV   
 

Terms of Reference 
Of the Subgroup on  

Mineral and Energy Asset Accounts 
 
 

1. The Subgroup on Mineral and Energy Accounts was created by the London Group on 
Environmental-Economic Accounting in November 2004 in Rome and its functioning 
was confirmed by the London Group at its meeting in Copenhagen in September 2004.  It 
was further reconfirmed by the United Nations Committee on Environmental-Economic 
Accounting at its Preliminary Meeting in August 2005.  The Subgroup on Mineral and 
Energy Asset Accounts is a subgroup of the London Group whose main objectives are to 
further research in mineral and energy asset accounts and to prepare a draft handbook on 
mineral and energy asset accounts for consideration and approval by the Committee.  
Although the focus of the Group will be on asset, consistency with the flows will be 
ensured.   

 
2. The Subgroup will work in close cooperation with the Oslo Group on Energy Statistics 

and will take into account the work being undertaken by other groups such as the 
Canberra II Group, the Advisory Expert Group in National Accounts, the London Group 
and the Inter-secretariat Working Group on Energy Statistics. 

3. The membership of the Subgroup would include experts in environmental accounting, 
national accounts, energy statistics from selected countries and international 
organizations. 

4. Statistics Denmark will be the moderator of the Group, in cooperation with UNSD. 

5. The primary means of communication will be electronic but the Subgroup will meet 
during the meeting of the London Group on Environmental Accounting, where at least 
one session will be organized by the Subgroup. 

6. The Subgroup will have a limited duration and it will cease to exist once the handbook on 
mineral and energy accounts has been completed. 

7. The Subgroup will submit reports to the Committee, at times determined by its 
moderator. These might include progress reports, summaries of conclusions, issues and 
outcome papers and draft chapters of the handbook.  

8. To ensure efficient discussions, issue and outcome papers, setting out the results of 
Group’s deliberations and recommendations, will be presented to the Committee 
according to a standard format (see Annexes 1 and 2). 
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ANNEX 1: STANDARD FRAMEWORK FOR ISSUES PAPERS  
 
1. Title/name of the issue to be addressed 

2. Description or the issue and current situation for the treatment of the issue, including 
summary of the treatment in the SEEA-2003 and the 1993 SNA and its update, 
description of selected country practices, alternative treatments and solutions to the issue; 

3. Concerns/shortcomings of the treatment of the issue (on practical as well as 
methodological grounds), including specific countries’ concerns; 

4. Questions/points for discussion. 

5. Annex of the most relevant documents. 

 
ANNEX 2:STANDARD FRAMEWORK FOR OUTCOME PAPERS 
 
1. Title/name of the issue 

2. Issue(s) 

3. Recommendations by the sub-group including arguments for and against each alternative 
and reasons for rejections  

4. Questions, if any, for the Committee; 
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Preliminary Meeting of the UN Committee on  
Environmental-Economic Accounting 
New York, 29-31 August 2005 
Two United Nations Plaza, Conference Room 23rd floor 
 

 
 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
Monday, 29 August 2005 
 
Registration of participants (9:00-9:30) 
 
Morning Session (9:30 – 12:30) 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
a. Opening statement by Paul Cheung, Director, United Nations Statistics Division 
b. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Operational guidelines and Terms of Reference of the UN Committee– Background 
document (UNCEEA/Prelim/5) 

 
Afternoon Session (2:00 – 5:30) 
 

3. Promotion of the environmental-economic accounts 

a. Strategy paper.  Paper prepared by the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNCEEA/Prelim/6) 

b. Sustainable Development Indicators and Accounting: Two Separate Worlds or a 
Dialogue Process by Statisticians, Politicians and Modellers?  Paper prepared by 
the Federal Statistical Office Germany (UNCEEA/Prelim/7) 

4. Implementation of the accounts 

a. Strategy paper.  Paper prepared by the Earth Institute at Columbia University and 
the World Bank Environment Department (UNCEEA/Prelim/8) 

b. UN Water.  Presentation by the UN Division for Sustainable Development 

 

Reception (5:30PM – 7:30PM) 

Annex V  

   
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
STATISTICS DIVISION 
UNITED NATIONS 

 
 
ESA/STAT/AC.108 
UNCEEA/Prelim/1 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, 30 August 2005 
 
Morning Session (9:00 – 12:30) 

 
5. Research agenda – Preliminary list of issues (UNCEEA/Prelim/9 - forthcoming) 

Issues have been grouped on the basis of the SEEA-2003 Chapters.  

a. Chapter 3 - Physical flow accounts.  Presentation by Statistics Denmark  
(Background paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9a) 

b. Chapter 4 - Hybrid flow accounts.  Presentation by Statistics Netherlands 
(Background paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9b) 

i. Material Flow Accounts.  Paper by OECD (UNCEEA/Prelim/10) 

ii. Material Flow Indicators and Related Measurement Tools. Paper by OECD 
(UNCEEA/Prelim/10i) 

iii. Material Flows and Related Indicators-OECD Approach and Work Plan for 
2005-2006. Paper by OECD (UNCEEA/Prelim/10ii) 

iv. Material Flows and Related Indicators-Inventory of Country Activities. Paper 
by OECD (UNCEEA/Prelim/10iii) 

c. Chapters 5 and 6 – Accounting for economic activities and products related to the 
environment and Accounting for other environmentally related transactions.  
Presentations by Statistics Sweden and Eurostat 

d. Chapters 7 and 8 - Asset accounts and the valuation of natural resource stocks.  
Specific Resource Accounts.  Presentations by Statistics Denmark and UNSD. 

e. Chapters 9 and 10 -  Valuation techniques for measuring degradation.  Making 
environmental adjustments to the flow accounts.  Presentation by the Federal 
Statistical Office Germany. 
(Background paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9e) 

f. Other issues 

i. Expanding the SEEA framework to social aspects.  Presentation by  
Statistics Sweden (Background paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9f.i) 

ii. Measurement of Ecosystems.  Presentation by European Environment Agency 
(Background paper UNCEEA/Prelim/9f.ii) 

 
Afternoon Session (2:00 – 5:30) 
 

5. Research Agenda (Cont’d) 

6. Harmonization of data collection activities with environmental accounting 

a. Strategy paper. Paper by OECD Environment Directorate (UNCEEA/Prelim/11) 

b. Energy Statistics – the newly established Oslo Group and Inter-Secretariat 
Working Group on Energy Statistics.  Presentation by Statistics Norway and 
UNSD 

c. Links between Water Accounting and UNSD/UNEP and OECD/Eurostat 
Questionnaires on Water Resources – Towards the Harmonization of Water 
Statistics and Accounting.  Paper prepared by UNSD (UNCEEA/Prelim/12) 
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Wednesday, 31 August 2005 
Morning Session (9:00 – 12:30) 

 
7. Conclusions and recommendations 

a. Terms of reference of the UN Committee on Environmental-Economic Accounting 
to be submitted to the Bureau of the Statistical Commission 

b. Governance and work programme 

c. Election of the Chair and membership of the Committee 

d. First meeting of the UN Committee  

 

Afternoon Session (2:00 – 4:00) 
 

8. Thematic Session on Water 

a. Handbook of National Accounting – Integrated Environmental and Economic 
Accounting for Water.  Paper by UNSD. 
(UNCEEA/Prelim/13a and draft handbook UNCEEA/Prelim/13b – Background 
paper) 

b. Water Framework Directive and its implementation.  Paper by Statistics 
Netherlands (UNCEEA/Prelim/14) 

9. Closing 
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Annex VI 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
COUNTRIES 
 
Australia 
Gemma Van Halderen 
Assistant Statistician 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
ABS House 
Locked Bag 10 
Belconnen, ACT 2616 
Australia 
Telephone: 61-2-6252 6977 
Fax: 61-2-6252 6470 
E-mail: g.vanhalderen@abs.gov.au 
 
Brazil 
Paulo Carvalho 
Economist 
IBGE 
Av. Republica do Chile 500 10 andar 
20031-170 Rio de Janeiro RJ 
Brazil 
Telephone: 55-21-2142 0123 ext. 3110 
Fax: 55-21-2142 0039, 21420020 
E-mail: Paulomibielli@ibge.gov.br 

Pgmcarvalho@openlink.com.br 
 
Canada 
Robert Smith 
Director 
Environment Accounts and Statistics Division 
Statistics Canada 
R.H. Coats Building 7th Floor 
Tunney’s Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 
Canada 
Telephone: 1-613-951 2810 
Fax: 1-613-951 0634 
E-mail: robert.b.smith@statcan.ca 
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Martin Lemire 
Environment Accounts and Statistics Division 
Statistics Canada 
R.H. Coats Building 7th Floor 
Tunney’s Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 
Canada 
Telephone: 613-951 5739 
Fax: 613-951 0634 
E-mail: martin.lemire@statcan.ca 
 
Roger Roberge 
Director General 
Knowledge Integration Directorate 
Environment Canada 
70 Cremazie Street, Room 7250 
Gatineau, Qc 
K1A 0H3 
Canada 
E-mail: Roger.Roberge@ec.gc.ca 
 
China 
Xianchun Xu 
Director General 
Department of National Accounts 
National Bureau of Statistics 
75 Yuetan Nanjie, Xicheng District 
Beijing 100826 China 
Telephone: 86-10-6850 70027 
Fax: 86-10-6850 12445 
E-mail: xuxc@stats.gov.cn 

 
Yixuan Wang 
Deputy Director 
Department of National Accounts 
National Bureau of Statistics 
75 Yuetan Nanjie, Xicheng District 
Beijing 100826, China 
Telephone: 86-10-6850 12355 
Fax: 86-10-6850 12445 
E-mail: wangyx@stats.gov.cn 
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GE, Chazhong 
Program head and Professor 
Chinese Academy for Environmental Planning, SEPA 
8 Dayangfang Rd. Beiyuan 100012 
Beijing, China 
Telephone: 86-10-8491 5260 
Fax: 86-10-8491 5995 
E-mail: gecz@craes.org.cn 
 
Denmark 
Bent Thage 
Director, Economic Statistics 
Statistics Denmark 
Sejroegade 11 
DK-2100 Copenhagen 
Denmark 
Telephone: 45-3917 3941 
Fax; 45-3917 3909 
E-mail: bth@dst.dk 
 
Dominican Republic 
Olga Luciano Lopez 
Director 
Planning and Programming 
Secretaria de Estado de Estado de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 
Edificio Plaza Merengue Av. 27 de Febrero 
Esquina Tiradentes 2do Nivel 
Ensanche Naco 
Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic 
Telephone: 1-809-472 1194 
Fax: 1-809-472 1198 
E-mail: oluciano@medioambiente.gov.do 
 

Germany 
Walter Radermacher 
Vicepresident 
Statistisches  Bundesamt 
Gustav Stresemann Ring 11 
D-65180 Wiesbaden 
Germany 
Telephone: 49-611- 752 200 
E-mail: Walter.radermacher@destatis.de 
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Karl Max Schoer 
Head of Division, Environment Economic Accounting 
Statistisches Bundesamt 
Gustav Stresemann Ring 11 
D-65180 Wiesbaden 
Germany 
Telephone: 49-611-752 223 
E-mail: Karl.schoer@destatis.de 
 
Jordan 
Osama Al-Zoubi 
Director of Economic Statistics 
Department of Statistics 
P.O. Box (2015) Ajubaha Street 
Amman Jordan 
Telephone: 962-6530 0717 
Fax: 962-6530 0710 
E-mail: osama@dos.gov.jo 
 
Norway 
Knut Sørensen 
Researcher 
National Accounts Division 
Statistics Norway 
Telephone: 47-2109 4507 
Fax: 47-2109 4996 
E-mail: Knut.o.sorensen@ssb.no 
 
Netherlands 
Peter van de Ven 
Head of National Accounts 
Statistics Netherlands (CBS) 
Prinses Beatrixlaan 428 
2273 XZ Voorburg 
The Netherlands 
Telephone: 31-70-337 4832 
Fax: 31-70-337 5981 
E-mail: pven@cbs.nl 
 
Philippines 
Raymundo J. Talento 
Director, Economic Statistics Office 
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