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A. Introduction

1. At its 439 Session in February 2012, the UN Statistical Cossion (UNSC) “adopted
the SEEA Central Framework as the initial versioh tbe international standard for
environmental-economic accounting” and “requesteé tUN Committee of Experts on
Environmental-Economic Accounting (UNCEEA) to deyela strategy for the regional and
global implementation of the SEEA Central FramewdrkAt its 44" session, in February 2013,
the UNSC adopted the implementation strategy fer SEEA Central Framework, “welcomed
the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting as gromant first step in the development of a
statistical framework for ecosystem accounting, andouraged its use by international and
regional agencies and countries wishing to testexperiment in this new area of statistfcs”

2. From its establishment in 2005 the programme okvadithe UNCEEA has focused to a

large extent its work on addressing methodologisales and developing standards and
methodological publications. Water was the onlyepton. With the adoption of the SEEA-

Water as an interim standard and the endorsemetiteofnternational Recommendations for
Water Statistics (IRWS), efforts have been placgedhe implementation of the SEEA-Water.

With the finalization of the SEEA, there is a néedhift the focus on implementation.

3. The discussions on the follow up of Rio+20 and Bust 2015 development agenda
present an opportunity for scaling up the impleragoh of the SEEA in countries and directly

link it to policy demands. Learning from past ep@eces, in particular the SNA implementation

programme and the MDGs, it is clear that the im@etation process has to take a bottom-up
approach with countries taking ownership for thecpss. The statistical agenda and priorities
should be policy relevant and remain policy relévaver time. As such the engagement of
different stakeholders from the policy, scientdicd academic community is important.

4, The objective of this paper is to initiate the dission leading towards a medium term
programme of work of the UNCEEA. It is organizealdwing the 6 areas of work of the
UNCEEA to fulfill its mandate and elaborates on gible activities to be undertaken in the
respective areas of work. Section B of the papealls the mandate of the UNCEEA as agreed
by the UN Statistical Commission at its forty fisgissiori. Section C provides initial thoughts of
possible activities leading to a medium term progre of work for the UNCEEA. Section D
provides questions for discussion by the UNCEEA.

! http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc12/2012-Rebmdf
2 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-Repqdf
3 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc10/BG-UNCHigA.




B. Mandate of the UNCEEA

5. The mandate of the Committee encompasses envirdalkemonomic accounting and
supporting statistics. “Supporting statisticsirntended to include relevant environment, energy
and other statistics that support environmentaheooc accounting. The mandate of the
Committee is to (a) provide strategic vision, dil@e and coordination to mainstream
environmental-economic accounting and supportingtistics in national, regional and
international statistical systems; (b) develop retive international statistical standards and
supporting methodological documents on environmerganomic accounting and supporting
statistics; (c) promote the development of databasenternational, regional and national level
on environmental-economic accounting and supportiatatistics; (d) promote the
implementation of international statistical stam$aof environmental-economic accounting and
supporting statistics in countries; and (e) prontbeeuse of environmental-economic accounting
and supporting statistics in scientific and poli@king communities.”

6. To fulfill its mandate, the programme of work ofettCommittee in environmental-
economic accounting and supporting statistics gaized according to the following six areas
encompasses six areas: (a) coordination: to fest&boration, integration and complementarity
of programmes; (b) methodological development formmative statistical standards and other
research: to oversee development of standards #mer onethodological documents; (c)
development of databases: to ensure databaseas®é tn international statistical standards and
international recommendations; (d) implementatiod atatistical capacity building: to develop
concerted implementation strategies encompassiteyam® supporting statistics and their
integration in the SEEA, (e) promotion: to mainatrethe environmental-economic accounting
and relevant supporting statistics in the staastaystems; and (f) formulation of a statistical
response on emerging policy issues: to engage pently in the international agenda in
articulating a coordinated statistical responseegf@mmple on climate change, sustainability and
natural resources management.

C. Towards a medium term programme of work for the UNCEEA

7. This Section provides some thoughts for discusbipthe Committee of Experts on the
medium term programme of work for the UNCEEA orgadi by the areas of work of the
Committee. In the medium term it is envisaged that Committee of Experts will focus its
efforts in developing a strategy and tools in suppbthe implementation of the SEEA Central
Framework, while continuing to advance the assediagsearch agenda. At the same time, in
the response to the increasing demand of informaiioecosystem services and conditions and
their linkages to economic and other human acotisjtithe UNCEEA will work on the
development of tools to assist countries to testSEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting
and on the basis of lessons learnt from experinientait will advance the research agenda
associated to the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Adooy Considering the multidisciplinary
nature of the work, mechanisms bringing together gbientific, economic and policy making
communities is required.

8. The proposals on the medium terms programme of \&@oekorganized are organized on
the basis of the 6 areas of the programme of wdrkhe UNCEEA. They include: (a)
coordination; (b) methodological development formative standards and other research; (c)



development of databases; (d) implementation ofirenmental-economic accounting and
supporting statistics and statistical capacity ding; (e) promotion; and (f) formulation of a
statistical response on emerging policy issues.

(a) Coordination
To foster collaboration, integration and complementarity of programmes.

9. The activities of coordination of the UNCEEA hawatilipresent focus on coordination
with other groups focusing their work in statistigtivities to ensure complementarity of
programmes. One notable example has been the natiati with the London Group on
Environmental-Economic Accounting and the Oslo @ron Energy Statistics to ensure that the
SEEA Central Framework, the SEEA-Energy and therhational Recommendations for
Energy Statistics are coherent to the extent plessilwhile the coordination of the groups
working on statistical activities within the maneatf the UNCEEA should be continued, in
particular For example, the Committee has focusedrsuring the activities on the development
of international recommendations for energy siagdte complementary with the SEEA-Energy.
It has only recently especially in the context loé tdevelopment of the SEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting started to engage with thensiic and policy communities. This has
been the case for example with WAVES and TEEB, whménary objective is the development
of policies related to natural capital and ecosysservices.

10. Considering the increasing interest in the develmpmand use of the SEEA, a
partnership could be established between the diffestakeholders with a view to fit in the work
on the broader measure of progress and possibbrtagoship on data proposed by the High
Level Panel on Post-2015 Development Agenda. Tjectve of the partnership would be a
coordinated approach to the implementation of tBEA with a view of stepping up the
statistical implementation in countries linked ke tpolicy demands. Possible elements of the
partnership arrangement could include the developraEcommon tools (e.g. implementation
guidelines, data assessment tools, training méerlearning, technical notes), training
strategy, capacity building activities, communioatstrategy and eventually data reporting. As
a first step towards defining the roles and residitges of the partners, an assessment of on-
going activities related to the statistical implertaion and application of environmental-
economic accounting could be undertaken. Alstoramon calendar of events related to both
the statistical and policy work of the SEEA shobéddeveloped and maintained in the UNCEEA
website.

(b) Methodological development for normative standards and other research

To oversee devel opment of standards and other methodol ogical documents
SEEA-Central Framework

11. Several thematic SEEA will be developed or arehea process of being developed
following the adoption of the SEEA Central Framekvoin particular, the SEEA-Energy is in
the process of being completed, the Oslo Grougadihg the work on the drafting of the Energy
Statistics Compilers’ Manual and FAO is leading Wark on the SEEA-Agri and other thematic
SEEA may be developed in response to increasingudés



12. The SEEA Central Framework is an outcome of mucdh-peeaking work on extending
and refining concepts for the measurement of theraetion between the economy and the
environment. Some important measurement challeregeain and are included in the research
agenda presented in Annex 2 of the SEEA Centraméwork. Regular compilation of
environmental-economic accounts in countries as gfaa programme of official statistics will
foster international statistical comparability, yide policy relevant information at national,
regional and international levels, improve the gyalf the resulting statistics and understanding
of the measurement concepts.

13. Paper UNCEEA/8/7e outlines the priority and thecpss to advance the research
agenda. In particular it suggests that the workhendevelopment of classifications, in particular
the classifications of land use and land cover thedclassification of Environmental Activities,
together with the work on EGSS be given the higipestrities. The other areas identified as
part of the research agenda, namely the valuatfowater resources, accounting for soil
resources and depletion of natural biological resegicould be advance in conjunction with the
research agenda related to the SEEA ExperimentayStem Accounting.

14.  With the SEEA being adopted as a statistical stahdais important that some sort of

oversight on methodological development including tdevelopment of tools in support of the
implementation of the standard (e.g. implementagaide, technical notes, training materials,
compilation guidelines, communication materials,)ebe exercised to ensure compliance with
the standard.

15.  Itis suggested that a Steering Committee congistira limited number of members and
reporting to the UNCEEA and its Bureau, be esthbliswith the task to advance the research
agenda and review and advice on compliance wittSEBEA of implementation materials/tools
that will be developed. The Steering Committeeusthavork in close consultation with the
London Group on Environmental Accounting whichhs tity group having technical expertise
on the subject matter.

SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting

16. SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting was consilelby the UN Statistical
Commission as an important first step in the dgwalent of a statistical framework for
ecosystem accounting, and encouraged its use leynaitonal and regional agencies and
countries wishing to test and experiment in thi&/ @eea of statistics. The Commission further
recognized the policy demand for information on sgstem accounting, and requested the
Committee of Experts to set priorities and develomedium-term programme of work with
timelines and deliverables as well as a proper @r@ism to address these issues, considering the
multidisciplinary nature of the topft.Paper UNCEEA/8/8 discusses the different research
priorities and proposes a mechanism to advance thexity areas.

17.  The research priorities may be grouped under amstseof work: (1) geospatial, having to
do with land classifications, delineation of stit&l units, etc.; (2) physical measures of
ecosystem services and ecosystem conditions; (Blatkan techniques and approaches to
aggregation; (4) Presentation and policy linkagasd (5) integrated accounting issues.

4 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/2013-Repqdf




Addressing these research priorities will requirenaltidisciplinary approach, it is therefore
recommended to engage with existing groups to enstaper coordination and avoid overlaps.
In some cases there may not be necessary to @epdéeate groups and rather ensure that the
research priorities of the SEEA Experimental EctissysAccounting become part of the work
programme of existing groups.

18. Advancing the research agenda as well as coordmdhie experimentation requires
considerable efforts. The following process to atbe the research agenda is suggested: (a)
establish a steering committee with limited numidfegxperts and reporting to the UNCEEA and
its Bureau with the main task to guide and manageativancement of the research agenda; (b)
convene a multidisciplinary forum of experts in gggtem accounting which meets on a regular
basis and links closely with the work of the LondBroup to ensure that the development of
ecosystem accounting is well coordinated with thevetbpment of the SEEA Central
Framework; (c) Work with established group to eedinat the 5 streams of work are advanced,
including the development of tools to assist intéeing of the SEEA Experimental Ecosystem
Accounting; and (d) organize a Conference bringoggether representatives from the different
community say every three years.

(c) Development of databases

To ensure databases are based on international statistical standards and international
recommendations

19. Efforts are on-going in the development of coreldsbas recommended by the UN

Statistical Commission. Through the drafting afhteical notes on various topics, proposal of
core tables will be advanced. In addition OECO stiirt testing a limited number of tables and
accounts in countries and Eurostat will establishorting for selected accounts as per the
European Directive. These activities will in dusurse lead to the development of reporting
mechanism on selected SEEA accounts in due coutrse.probably too early to set a date, but
the UNCEEA may wish to discuss the way forwardhis aarea of work.

(d) Implementation and statistical capacity building

To develop concerted implementation strategies encompassing relevant supporting statistics
and their integration in the SEEA

20. The Statistical Commission at its "4session in February 2013 adopted the
implementation strategy for the SEEA Central Fraom& The objectives of the strategy are:
(a) to assist countries in the adoption of the SEE#ntral Framework as the measurement
framework for environmental-economic accountingd &) to establish incrementally the
technical capacity for regular reporting on a miaimset of environmental-economic accounts
with the appropriate scope, detail quality. A kalgment for the strategy is to allow for a
flexible and modular approach, recognizing thatntoes differ in terms of their specific policy
issues and their level of statistical developmérttis approach implies a bottom-up approach by
which countries, depending on their policy pri@®iand statistical development, choose which
account to compile and agree on an incrementaé sthgmplementation adding more detail to
existing accounts as well as adding more themesoaiules to the accounts.

® http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/BG-SEE pkémentation.pdf




21.

The implementation strategy envisages four stagamplementation. Phase 1 is the

establishment of an institutional mechanism thdit dvive the SEEA implementation, including
bringing together relevant stakeholders and deomwleolicy priorities. Phase 2 is the self-
assessment of basic data sources, including theifidation of relevant data producers and
users, periodicity of data compilation, methods data collection, etc. Phase 3 consists in
carrying out a data quality assessment to obtdieti@r understanding of the quality of the data,
data gaps, etc. Phase 4 is the development ofategic plan for the implementation on the
SEEA including a plan for improving data sources.

22.

Important considerations for the SEEA implementastrategy are the following:
(a) Strategic approach to the implementation — stratgganning for national

statistical programmes has proven to be a powedol for guiding the
development of national statistical programmesteasing financial support for
investment in statistics and ensuring that cousitu#gl be able to produce the data
needed for monitoring their own development plansStrategic planning
frameworks for the development of statistics sustthee National Strategies for
the Development of Statistics (NSDS) should bedthko strategic planning
frameworks such as the National Development StiededNational Sustainable
Development Strategies (NSDS) and National BiodiwgiStrategies and Action
Plans (NBSAP).

(b) Linking the implementation to policy demands. Sypand demand of

information needs to be brought together to enswsainable monitoring of
policy frameworks. The statistical community hag responsibility to set the
statistical agenda in a way that it is relevant erdains relevant with changes in
demands and delivers impartial and accurate statisiThe SEEA can serve as
the statistical infrastructure in response to @xgsipolicy frameworks such as
Post 2015 Development Agenda, Natural Capital Anting and Wealth
Accounting and Valuation of Ecosystem Services (VESY, green
economy/green growth, sustainable production andwaption (SPC), etc.

(c) Bottom-up approach with countries owning the impdatation process and

agreeing on national implementation strategies amglementation plans.
Depending on policy priorities and statistical depenent, the statistical
framework should be designed so that it is achilevaithin an agreed time frame
and it is incremental. The SEEA can serve as goitant tool in organizing the
existing information and bringing together the wvas stakeholders using and
producing the data and design the statistical fraonle and, after the assessment
phase, define an efficient data development process

(d) Sub-regional and regional approach to the SEEAaemghtation. Using existing

sub-regional and regional groupings among countiiedd be a way forward to
step up the implementation of the SEEA in countri§sib-regional groupings are
often established with specific purposes often dihkto trade and regional
integration. Increasingly issues such as the n@mmagt of common

environmental resources and addressing common gmsblsuch as climate
change have also come to the forefront in the ameridsub-regional groups.
From a statistical point of view sub-regional ongations have played important



roles in bringing together countries, compiling stxig statistics, promoting
standards and developing capacity in countries #&vstering south-south
cooperation. The focus has mostly been on econetatstics. Notwithstanding
that some of the groupings have a well-establis$tatistical programmes (e.g
CARICOM, ASEAN, SADC, COMESA, etc.), there is anpoptunity to build on
existing mechanisms and expand the existing progeesn mostly focused on
economic statistics to the SEEA implementation. $hb-regional programmes
would need to be closely coordinated at the redidenel and the regional
commissions have an important role to play in co@tihg the implementation at
the sub-regional level. A lead country, alreadyhwsome experience on the
SEEA implementation, could be identified with thesponsibility to providing
guidance and support to the other countries inrdgon and share lessons
learned.

(e) SEEA implementation linked to the SNA implementatend implementation of
global programme of agriculture. Considering thaesgies between these
programmes, it is important, in order to develojicefnt data production process
that the implementation of these initiatives beselg coordinated to ensure a
programmes designed to match the policy priordied statistical development of
countries.

23. To support the SEEA implementation, it is suggedtet a number of activities and
outputs be developed in a coordinated fashion artteagarious stakeholders. These include:

(a) SEEA implementation guide — the draft outline iseganted in the paper
UNCEEA/8/7a

(b) Technical notes on key topics — examples of teehmotes scope, coverage and
structures are the technical notes on land and rwd#®&CEEA/8/7d and

UNCEEA/8/7d)

(c) Training materials and training the trainers —tfa@ning strategy is presented in
UNCEEA/8/7f

(d) Communication materials — the communication strateag presented in
UNCEEA/8/13

(e) Sub-regional/Regional workshops — planned worksHiop2013 to be developed
in cooperation with partners include Apia, Samoa Racific Islands (August),
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (September), Kuala Lumpurcct@Der), Doha, Qatar
(December).

(H Forum on SEEA Experimental Ecosystem Accounting farovide
recommendations on methods and tools for the siinSEEA Experimental
Ecosystem Accounting. The paper UNCEEA/8/8 pravideme thoughts
towards a medium term programme of work for the SEExperimental
Ecosystem Accounting.

24.  The Partnership would ensure coordination of imgetation activities including raising
the demand for SEEA, pooling resources and stepginthe efforts to ensure that a core set of
tables and accounts are compiled and reportec ajltial level and more detailed accounts and
tables are developed in support of national pdicie



(e) Promotion

To mainstream the environmental-economic accounting and relevant supporting statistics
in the statistical systems

25.  The promotion of the SEEA remains one of the higbrpy of work for the UNCEEA.
Although there has been considerable uptake oBHEIEA in the recent months in particular after
its adoption as a standard there is a need toreet@nd step up the promotion of the SEEA.
Initiatives such as WAVES have been instrumentabrimging the SEEA to the attention of
finance ministers and linking the SEEA implememtiatio policies.

26. A communication strategy to promote the SEEA hagnbeuggested in Paper

UNCEEA/8/13. The communication strategy envisagjes following steps: (a) the key

messages that need to be communicated to prometSHEEA in different contexts; (b) the

objectives and principles of the communicationtstyg; (c) the tools/instruments channels and
activities; (c) the audience.

(g) Eormulation of a statistical response on emerging policy issues

To engage prominently in the international agenda in articulating a coordinated statistical
response, for example on climate change, sustainability and natural resources management

27. The UNCEEA should actively engage with the on-gopmgcesses at the international
level. The on-going discussions on the Post-20&Beldpment agenda present a great
opportunity for the UNCEEA to engage at an earbgstto ensure that the indicators being
proposed are measurable and based on the SEEArieAds of the Chair group on the broader
measures of progress has been established by ttgtafistical Commission at its #4ession in
February 2013 to make recommendations on an iriterad, regional and national programme
of work. The UNCEEA should engage actively in Wk of the Friends of the Chair.

28. The UNCEEA should also engage with on-going initig on for example development
of measurement frameworks and indicators for tleemgreconomy as well as thematic initiatives
and initiatives related to measuring nexuses (eater-energy-land nexuses). The overall
objective of this strategy remains to ensure theeldpment of an integrated information system
at the country level that can meet the demandsfefeint policy frameworks moving away from
the silos approach to develop statistics as wellmawving away from ad-hoc studies to a
sustainable and efficient data production system.

29. A suggested list of initiatives on which the UNCEEAuld be engaged could be
developed and updated on a regular basis. A gyrate how the UNCEEA could engage in the
different initiatives could also be developed.



