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Shares in the energy mix of final consumption

Is it good or bad? Difficult to say if one does not have the full picture of the situation.
And as mentioned earlier, the full picture includes the impacts on many sectors.
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The central role of biomass energy policy
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Let’s look at the some 
of the main impacts





Health



Health

Central Africa, in 
particular, shows one the 
highest rate in the world.



Air pollution remains a major challenge in Africa.
About 600,000 deaths every year across the 

continent are associated with this invisible killer.

Health



Pe rce nta g e  of the  p op u la t ion  us ing  solid  fue ls  for cooking  in  count rie s  a c ross  Africa  in  2019

Accord ing  to the  HEI re port, som e  
236,000  Africa n  ne wb orns  d ie  with in  the  
firs t  m onth  of life  from  a ir p ollu t ion  
e xp osure s , m ostly re la te d  to house hold  
a ir pollution from  b iom ass and  charcoal 
use .

In 2019, 14% of a ll d e a ths  in  child re n  
und e r the  a g e  of 5 a c ross  Africa  we re  
linke d  to  a ir p ollu t ion , situating  a ir 
pollution as the  third  large st risk factor 
for those  de aths afte r m alnutrition, 
unsafe  wate r, sanita tion and  hyg ie ne  in 
sub -Saharan African re g ions.

Health



Health Some countries have 
started to collect 

data on the impact 
on health. This is the 

case of Kenya.
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Health

General ambient air 
pollution impacts other 
regions than the ones 

impacted by biomass only.

Environment



Deforestation



According to FAO, indigenous forests are being
remarkably cut down at 4 million hectares/year.

An estimated 90% of wood is removed for fuel purposes.
Furthermore, 29% of that wood is converted into charcoal.

Consequently, this has led to massive deforestation
across the African continent.

Deforestation



Deforestation Some countries have 
started to collect 

data on the impact 
on desertification. 
This is the case of 

Ivory Coast.

The production of 
fuelwood has clearly 
been identified as a 
cause of the lose of 

forest coverage.

The forest cover has decreased
from 7.85 million ha in 1986 to 

5.09 in 2000 to 3.4 in 2015.



Bioenergy is a major source of 
employment in a country

(10, 20, 30%???)
And contributes to the GDP

(5, 10, 20%???)
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Employment

Some countries have 
started to collect 

data on the 
employment. This is 

the case of RDC.

Over 300 000 people work on 
fuelwood in Kinshasa, this is 20 
times the official total number
of people working in the whole

country
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Note:  Does not include self wood harvesting  (75% of total wood consumption)
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Employment

Plan National de l’Energie
1990



Employment

GDP



GDP

Some countries have 
started to collect 
data on revenues 

and GDP. This is the 
case of RDC.
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Turnover
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In fact, most of the impacts of biomass consumption can be covered, one way or another, 
by one sustainable goal or another



So, as seen, biomass policy is much more than an energy issue.

The problem is that because most of the impact data are not available, 
policy makers cannot (or do not want) integrate the full picture in their
decision making process.

This is why it is more than urgent to start collecting all the 
impact data for better policies which will save energy, 
trees and lifes. The Sustainable Development Goals give a 
great opportunity to do it.

TO SUM UP

THANK YOU 

Unfortunatelly, this leads to more desertification and more prematured
deaths. 
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