
United Nations Statistics Division  
 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE ECONOMIC CENSUS 
 

Country: Austria 
Name and position of the contact person completing 

this questionnaire: 
Norbert RAINER, Head of Registers, Classifications and 

Methods Division 

E-mail: norbert.rainer@statistik.gv.at 

Fax: +43-1-71128-7053 

# Questions  Response* 

1 Do you conduct periodic censuses of economic units? If No, please go to question 8. 
Yes, in the 
past, but not in 
the future 

2 In what year was the first census of economic units conducted in your country? 1973 
3 In what year was the most recent census of economic units conducted in your country? 2001 

4 How often do you conduct censuses of economic units? (e.g., every 5 or 10 years etc.) 10 years 
In the most recent economic census, units from what kind of economic activity were not 
covered? Please tick the applicable items:  
 Agriculture X 
 Public administration  

5 

 Other (please specify)  

6 
Do you apply a threshold (in terms of employment or revenues/turnover) when defining 
the population of units to be completely enumerated in the economic census? If Yes, 
please define your threshold. 

At least one 
employee 

How do you cover units below that threshold? Please tick the applicable items:  
 Using information from sample surveys (incl. household types surveys)  
 Using information from the most recent population census   
 Using administrative sources of data  

7 

 Other (please specify)  

8 If you conducted the economic censuses in the past, what was the year of the last census? 2001 
If you do not conduct an economic census, how is the compilation of the basic 
information about economic units organized in your country? Please tick the applicable 
items: 

 

 Using the systematically updated statistical business register  
 Using results of regular economic surveys programme  
 Using administrative sources of data  

9 

 Other (please specify)  

10 Do you have plans to conduct an economic census in the future?  
No 

 
∗ Fo r  some  coun t r i e s  t he  ques t i onna i r e  i s  p r e -fi l led.  P lease  check  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  p r e-f i l l ed  responses .  A ddi t ional  
shee ts  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  ex tended  re sponses  a s  we l l  a s  any  c la r i f i ca t ions /comments  i f  necessa ry .   
 
Please provide the address of your website where we can access materials describing your country practices in 
economic census: 
 
Explanatory remarks: It is unfortunately not defined what is to be understood under an “economic 
census”. 



 
The Austrian answer refers to the “census of local units” which in the past took place every ten years 
together with the population census and the census on buildings and dwellings. The local units were 
asked about their activities, the number of employment, and to which enterprise the unit belongs. 
 
The plans are that the census of local units should be replaced in the future by register based statistics. 
The registers – mostly relevant here is the business register – should be maintained by using 
administrative sources. The next census round (2010) should therefore not require a census any longer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send the completed questionnaire to Mr. Vladimir Markhonko  
(e-mail: markhonko@un.org or fax: 1-917-367-5106) 


