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T African Statistics Day is an important day
commemorated by all statistical authorities in Af-
rica. The day was set aside by African ministers
responsible for Economic Planning and Develop-
ment in order to raise awareness of the role and impor-
tance of statistics in national development. In celebrat-
ing this day, the Government recognizes the need for
accurate, reliable, and timely data to monitor achieve-
ments and set targets contained in the Investment Pro-
gramme for Economic Recovery Strategy for Wealth
and Employment creation 2003-2007(IP-ERS). Similar
data is needed for assessing the country’s achievements
towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). The Government notes with satisfaction the
positive steps taken in enhancing capacity of the statis-
tical system to measure these indicators.

The theme of this year's celebration is “The 2010
Round of Censuses: An opportunity to improuve sta-
tistical information for monitoring African Devel-
opment Agenda’. The theme is therefore in line with
the Strategic Plan of the National Statistical System
(NSS), as the country plans to undertake population
and housing Census in 2009. The population and hous-
ing census 1s the single most extensive and expensive
statistical operation the government undertakes, in
terms of logistical and administrative arrangements. [
am happy to note that the country has undertaken de-
cennial censuses in line with international standards
since independence. My Ministry has already initiated
the preparatory work on the 2009 census.

Under the general ambit of the New Partnership for
African Development (Nepad), Kenya is among four
countries in a pilot project for African Peer Review
Mechanism (APRM).

The objective of the APRM initiative is to deepen the
culture of economic governance, corporate governance,
political governance, and measuring progress in socio-
economic indicators. I note with satisfaction that CBS
provided assistance in the APRM process. Preliminary
findings of APRM have already been released and eval-
uated by the regional assessment committee on gover-
nance.

In September 2005, the fourth Kenya Human Devel-
opment Report was launched. The report contained a
summary of Human Development Indices derived from
the NSS. These took into account Adult Literacy Rates,
Income Per Capita and Life Expectancy.

It is therefore very clear, that the need for accuracy
and integrity of both economic and social statistics gen-
erated by NSS cannot be overemphasized.

My Ministry recently released volume II of Geographi-
cal Dimensions of Wellbeing in Kenya, which contains
poverty estimates at the constituency level for the whole
country.

It is important to point out that a hybrid of data from
the 1999 Population Censuses and Welfare Monitoring
Survey (1997) data have been used to generate the esti-
mates. The poverty estimates have found use in alloca-
tion of Constituency Development Funds, Constituency
Bursary Funds and other Government initiatives.

The Ministry, through the CBS, is undertaking the
Kenya Integrated Household Budget Survey (KTHBS)
2005/06. Data from the survey will update the current
poverty estimates as well as inform policies on health,
education, and national development agenda.

In order to compliment the
quantitative aspects of KI-
HBS data, a Participa-
tory Poverty Assessment
(PPA) survey is also in
progress. My ministry,
in collaboration with
the Institute of Devel-
opment Studies (IDS) of
University of Nairobi, is
in the process of setting
up a Chronic Poverty
Research Centre. The
centre’s objective is to
deepen understanding of
dimensions of poverty and
prescribe corrective remedies.
An important area in the devel-
opment process of the country is
the Small and Medium Sized Enterprises sector. This
sector has been of interest to Government and other
stakeholders due to its potential to enhance growth,
generate employment and reduce poverty. A sessional
paper on development of Micro and Small Enterprises
for Wealth and Employment Creation was launched
in October 2005. To initiate the implementation, the
Ministry will carry out a survey of Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) early next year to provide current
data on SMEs.

The Government is in the process of developing an
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to provide an institutional mechanism for monitoring
and tracking Government policy interventions, as well
as the delivery of public services. Towards this end the
National Statistical System will complement the M &

' E system in all aspects of data collection.

I am happy to note that within the overall statistical
reform programme, the Government has moved forward
towards strengthening statistical capacity and is in the
process of enacting a new Statistics Bill. The Statistics
Bill has already been published in the Kenya Gazette,
and will soon be tabled in Parliament for debate.

The Government appreciates the role played by the
development partners namely; Dfid, Unfpa, Unicef,
Undp, World Bank, USAid, Sida and other bilateral
and multilateral partners in supporting the field of sta-
tistical capacity.

T also wish to thank Kenyan households, enterprises,
the private sector and civil society, for their good coop-
eration in provision of data. My ministry also takes
note of the important role played by the media in in-
forming the general populace of results, developments
and new events in the statistical field and thereby fa-
cilitating debate.

In conclusion, the ministry has expectations that new
opportunities for co-operation and statistical develop-
ment shall continue to emerge, both at national and
international level.

This is in particular reference to collaborative ar-
rangements with research institutions, universities,
development partners and other stakeholders to widen
frontiers of assimilating developments in statistics and
information technology in economic planning.
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cilitating debate.
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towards achievement of agreed resolu-
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year the day is being celebrated in
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The theme for this year is “The 2010
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The choice of the theme is timely for
Kenya, bearing in mind that we are
in the planning stages for the 2009
Population and Housing Census. Popu-
lation and Housing censuses generate
important data, to evaluate and guide
economic policy, and more impor-
tantly they form the basis upon which
resources are allocated for poverty
reduction programs in the country. It
is necessary to note that undertaking
censuses has been a challenge to Ke-
nya and other African countries, due
to the heavy financial, technical and
human resource requirements.

Another major challenge in the col-
lection of census data is its reliance
on public trust. In order to gain public
trust, official statistics must therefore
respect the principal of confidentiality
and impartiality, a tenet that Central
Bureau of Statistics has rigorously
observed.

In Kenya, census preparation activi-
ties are done over a 3year period prior
to the actual count. It is against this
background that preparatory activities
for the Kenya Population and Hous-
ing Census 2009 have commenced.
Combinations of population censuses
results and surveys data (such as
Welfare Monitoring Surveys (WMS))
have also been used to monitor and
evaluate effectiveness of public policy
interventions.

The ministry, with support of de-
velopment partners, is undertaking
statistical capacity building activities
geared towards strengthening of the
National Statistical System (NSS),
including the Bureau, line ministries
and other key government institutions.
Co-ordination of statistical activities
has been recognised as one of the pre-
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requisites for statistical development
L of the National Statistical Systems.
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In light of the requirement, strate-
gies have been designed to strengthen
mechanisms for co-ordination among
producers and users of statistics in the
country. All these initiatives consti-
tute parts of the wider reform agenda
for the NSS.

As we celebrate this day, liberaliza-
tion of markets, emergence of gov-
ernance issues the need for gender
statistics, and development of poverty
indicators, HIV/Aids pose challenges
to statistical development. Forums like
the African Statistics Day are there-
fore necessary to bring to focus these
problems. These challenges require
continuous review and adoption of
new approaches to data collection and
analysis. New innovations to improve l
data quality, timeliness and accessibil-
ity are also continually being ad- I
opted. These include advances in the
Information Technology, Geographical _
Information Systems and the use of
the Internet. The ministry’s and the
Central Bureau of Statistics websites
are important sources of information
to users.

Enhancement of statistical capaci-
ties for the NSS, inevitably require
substantial amount of resources, which
calls for efficient and effective use of
available resources. In observing this
principal the ministry through CBS
emphasizes conducting of surveys in
an integrated manner. The on-going
Kenya Integrated Household Budget
Survey (KHIBS 2005/06) has used
the integrated approach. Since the
National Statistical System (NSS) is
part of the wider public service, it will
continue to work 1n line with the ongo-
ing Public Sector Reforms.

Dr Nehemiah Ng’'eno, HSC
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et technologies in 1994 census led
to improvements on data collection,
analysis, processing and dissemina-
tion techniques. These efficiency gains
therefore greatly reduced the turn
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