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A
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PPI

R&D
SACU
SADC
SACMEQ
S&T
SNA 93
STIC
UNDP
UNESCO
UNSD
WASP

Information needs that could be met by Adjustment of current statistics
Annual Education Census

Agricultural Statistical Committee

Bank for International Settlements

Bank of Namibia

Central Bureau of Statistics

Common Monetary Authority

Consumer Price Index

Central Statistical Office changed to CBS

Education for All

Education Management Information System

Gross Domestic Product

Information needs that could be met by Household surveys
Harmonized System (for trade statistics)

International Labour Organization

International Monetary Fund

International Statistical Institute

Legal Assistance Centre

Labour Force Survey

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Rural Development

Mid Decades Goals Survey

Multi-disciplinary Research Centre:

Information needs that could be met only by New data collection/statistics
National Advisory Committee on Population and Sustainable Development
Namibia Development Corporation

Namibian Demographic and Health Survey

Non Government Organisation

National Planning Commission

. | National Development Plan 1 and 2

Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit

Namibian Household Income and Expenditure Survey

Namibian Statistical System

Information needs that probably can’t be met during the plan perzod :
Producer Price Index

Research and Development

Southern African Customs Union

Southern African Development Community

Southern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Education Quality
Science and Technology

System of National Accounts 1993 (UN)

Standard International Classification

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations Statistical Division

Water Supply and Sanitation Sector Policy




1 Background

This plan is following the concept of Logical Framework Approach LFA), used by most international
organisations in the planning process. It facilitates the linking of end beneficiaries needs and the
providers use of resources, by identifying the overall objectives and securing that the use of resources
leads to the objective and that no important assumptions are forgotten.

Contribution to democratic, social
and economic development
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‘The overall objectives for a statistical system are to:

¢ promote the democratic development and building confidence based on facts, equally accessible to
all parts of society, '

¢ promote policies for sustainable economic growth and gender balanced social development
through relevant and reliable statistics needed for planning and monitoring the effects of political
~and other interventions,

e attract viable investments and to promote productive use of resources.

This can be ashieved through confident and professional/informed decision-making by increased and
better use of quality official statistics on local, regional, national and international levels. All relevant
statistics should be disaggregated by sex. A user driven and efficient Statistical System should
produce accessible, user friendly and harmonised official statistics.

Statistics is one of several means for Government and other planning and decision making bodies to
survey the actual situation, and to monitor, evaluate and forecast economic and social, development,
environmental and other trends. Statistics is also one of several ways for the general public to inform
themselves of what is happening in society.

The Government’s aim is to enhance the integrity of official statistics and support the development of
‘good’ official statistics. This has two main, somewhat overlapping, aspects: the legitimacy and
credibility of the statistics, and their quality.

Legitimacy and credibility: The professional objectivity and impartiality of the statistics producing
government departments must be assured. This implies inter alia that the production, presentation and
dissemination of official statistics must be free from political interference, and be seen to be such. It




also means that the respondents are assured that their privacy is not unnecessarily invaded, and that
data that they have submitted are kept confidential.

Quality: Official statistics must be sufficiently accurate and reliable for the purposes for which they
are required. This quality has to be achieved within what is affordable, both in terms of direct cost of
the government, and in terms of minimising he burdens on businesses and other data suppliers. The
quality concept refers both to individual surveys and to the government system of statistics as a -
whole. In other words, taken together, the government statistics should provide a fair representation of
the country’s social and economic topography.

The aim can be considered to have been achieved

e if the produced statistics are acknowledged to be relevant and focused on meeting the needs of
Government, Parliament, business and people generally, ’

* if the produced statistics are based on professional standards and are acknowledged to be honest,
dependable and accessible, :

e if'the statistics are produced effcétively and efficiently and in line with international best practice,

¢ ifthe professional integrity of those who collect and present official statistics are safeguarded,

if the personal and corporate privacy and confidentiality of the respondents are safeguarded.

Economic and Sbcial Policy Objectives

The broad objectives and targets of the social and economic policy of the Government of Namibia are
stated in the National Development Plan 1 (NPD1):

Economic
* To formulate and carry out a vigorous and top-priority human resources development programme
open to all Namibians, especially the unemployed

¢ To expand the role of the private sector and foreign investment in the economy
* To maintain inflation at a level not exceeding that of Namibia’s main regional trading partners

e To maintain CMA membership and parity with the rand and to work with CMA partners to
liberalise exchange controls

* To improve levels of household food security nationally with an ultimate goal aim of achieving
food self sufficiency

¢ To diversify import sources and export markets to increase trade with other southern African
countries '

* To promote productive sectors with high potential for growth such as manufacturing, fisheries,
tourism, agriculture and mining

* To promote, support and encourage national development of appropriate science and technology

¢ To reduce the popuiation growth rate to below 3,0% by 2010 (currently 3,1-3,3%)
* To reduce the total fertility rate to 4,5 per woman by 2010 (currently 5,4) |

* To increase life expectancy to 63 years by 2000 (currently 60) |

* To promote and support the development of sport and indigenous culture

* To increase the literacy rate to 80% by the year 2000 (currently 76% - self reported)

Political




e To reduce existing regional imbalances

e To support and encourage increased participation of women, youth and other marginalised groups
in the economic development activities of the country

The formulation, implementation and evaluation of development programmes aimed at achieving

these objectives and targets requires a wide range of statistics that depict the present situation and
allow the monitoring of economic and social development over time. Every sector of society should

be illuminated by relevant statistical information. Therefore this plan of the development of Namibian -
statistics is based upon the sectors in NDP1 and the objectives and targets outlined there.

Statistical Infrastructure

Prior to independence no statistical organisation existed in Namibia. A local section of the South
African Statistical Service was responsible for the collection of statistics as required by the Office in
Pretoria. Data processing, analysing, interpretation and dissemination were also carried out in
Pretoria.

Following Independence, a new Central Statistics Office (CSO) was formally established within the
National Planning Commission (NPC). Technical support for establishing the new CSO was provided
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). In 1992, long-term technical cooperation
started between the government of Namibia and the governments of Sweden and the United Kingdom.
The objective of that cooperation was to strengthen Namibia's capacity in the field of statistics.

In 1993 a User/Producer Workshop dlscussed the proposed work-programme. The main achievements
of the workshop were the following;:

e A set of general recommendations for the development of statistics in Namibia was adopted. The
essence of the recommendations focused, firstly, on the need for cooperation and coordination
between different producers and between users and producers and, secondly, the central role of
the CBS in this cooperation and coordination.

& A set of statistical progfammes with timetables was adopted.
* A National Household Survey Programme was discussed and a draft programme was adopted.

In September 1993 ”"Development of Statistics in Namibia, A Five Year Plan 1993/94 - 1997/98 was
presented and has since been a basis for the development of Namibian statistics.

Very generally CBS now has capacity to carry out main data collection, processing and dissemination.
Output is fairly good. Regular production is also fairly sustainable. There are some evidence that there
is an impact of the statistical output. Statistics are used in the government planning and monitoring
processes. As in most other countries, available statistics are however much under utilised.

At the end of the Five-Year Programme, most of the objectives are fulfilled. Reallsmg that there still
are gaps to fill in the statistical programmes and that demands of new statistics may have come up, a
review of the programmes is therefore urgent.

The survey programme has been carried out almost as planned, though some delays have appeared
However, the organisation has proved to have a degree of flexibility that will be more necessary in the
future. In survey performance, Namibia is following international standards.

When it comes to administrative based statistics like education, employment, health, law and order
and traffic accidents some progress has been made, particularly in education and health. But still more
could be done by a closer cooperation between the responsible bodies.

Factors ensuring sustainability

e Policy support: Continuous user dialogue will be the best warranty for sustainability. The role of
statistics in the national planning is also an important factor. A SADC statistical protocoll and
system will be important external support as well as the co-operation with international
organisations.

o Appropriate technology




® Environmental protection: Generally, statistical production has limited negative effects on the
environment, but can strongly support environmental protection and sustainable use of natural
resources by supplying relevant and reliable information for efficient planning and monitoring.

¢ Socio-cultural aspects: Besides being aware of gender balance within the statistical system, when
it comes to recruitment of staff as well as training programs, the main focus will be on the
statistical outputs. All Official Statistics on individuals should be broken down by sex. In longer
terms, the aim is to follow the directions in Beijing Platform for Action and to give balanced
information of all economic activities, including household production and the unobserved

economy in the private sector. Children are recognised as particularly vulnerable in development
countries. '

o Institutional and management capacity

Statistical plans ,

A revised statistical plan for Namibia was discussed at a Workshop in February 1999. The new plan
for 1999/2000 — 2003/2004 is bases on the five year plan 1993/94 — 1997/98. The sector programme
descriptions in section 2 will cover ongoing activities in the 1993/94 — 1997/98 plan as well as
information needs which have not yet been possible to meet and new needs which have come up as a
consequence of the economic and social development of the Namibian society.

Therefore there is a strong link between the 1993/94 — 1997/98 plan and the proposed further
development of the Namibian statistics during the years 1999/2000 — 2003/2004.

Chapter 2 describes the needs and highlights the gaps. Chapter 3 describes the institutional framework
and necessary resources. The development plan including time schedules and resposibilities are found
in chapter 4. ' o




2 Sector programmes
Introduction to the Programmes

When deciding a new long term statistical programme for Namibia, it is important that it be designed
to throw light on important policy issues through the development of appropriate statistical
frameworks. In preparing the 1993/94 — 1997/98 plan the relevant policy areas were based on the
Draft Transitional National Development Plan 1991/92 — 1993/94. For each of the policy areas in that
plan a statistical programme was formulated.

Since then the planning instruments have been improved and given a more precise form. The National
Development Plan (NDP) indicates the general objectives and targets for the different economic and
social sectors of the Namibian society. These objectives and targets form a basis for identifying the
needs of statistical information in a broad sense, for planning, monitoring and evaluation as well as
for more general information purposes. ’

The intention is that the NDP should be updated every year. At present the NDP is available as NDP1,
in most cases indicating targets up to year 2000. A new version — NDP2 — is under preparation. In this
version the targets years will be postponed by some years.

-However, for the purpose of indicating the kind of economic and social targets which should be
statistically described, the single years and values of the indicators are not of prime interest. The
important thing is to get an idea of what kind of indicators are of interest.

In reviewing information needs and current statistics supply, a series of main gaps have been
identified in all sectors. However the gaps are of different kinds which will influence on how they

will be taken care of in the future development of Namibian statistics. The following categories may
be identified

~* Gaps which could be taken care of within current statistical programmes in CBS or by other
’ statistics producers. It can be that a current programme without too much additional work can be

changed so that it covers needs of information identified by the gap. In another case the - -

information need could be taken care of as an item in a household survey.

* Gaps which demand special planning in order to establish a new statistical product. Sometimes
such an activity may demand support from an outside doner.

.» Gaps which quite evidently can’t be met during the planning period due to insufficient economic
and/or human resources '

In this section information needs, current statistics supply and main gaps are listed for different
sectors of the society. For every sector a list of activities which should be taken care of during the
planning period is presented in a table. This should be seen as a list of activities which would be
‘important to launch during the plan period, if financial and human resources are available. As the
resources are limited, some of these activities may be different to launch. Therefore a tentative
realistic five year programme is presented in section 4. The programme has to be discussed between
the different main responsible actors in order to establish a final agreed plan for the development of
the Namibian statistics. '

The time distribution in the table should be seen as a priority list. The CBS activities are to a great
extent influenced by the 1001 Census that will take most of the resources in the department of socio-
demographic department up to year 2002.

In identifying the main responsible actors who should take part in developing the different statistics
we often find that several actors are involved. It means that a close cooperation between the actors is
of utmost importance in order to find a good solution. The actors may have different views on subject-
matter questions such as the variable list, etc. Other important questions which to be solved in close
cooperation is funding of the statistics and the most effective use of scarce human resources. It should
be quite clear that every responsible main actor should have the responsibility to take initiatives in
developing the statistics in question. However, during the planning process there may be evident that




one of the actors will be the producer of the statistics and thus has the utmost responsibility for the
statistical product.

Each programme is described within a common format with five sub-headings.

1  Sector objectives
The general objectives and sector targets in NDP1 are indicated.
2 Main actors

Under this heading the main responsible bodies outside the NPC/CBS are listed. Media should have a
general interest in all kind of statistics, why they are not mentioned specifically under the programimes.

3 Information needs »
Under this heading, a list of the required information is provided.
4  Current statistics supply

In order to give a full picture of the Namibian statistics all available statistics are listed, including those
produced by the CBS as well as by other ministries or organisations.

S - Main gaps

Under this heading the gaps which are most urgent to fill are indicated. Every gap is given a notation:
H - indicates that the information needs could be met by household surveys
A - information need could be met by adjustment of current statxstlcs
N new data collection/statistics
- information needs can probably not be met during the plan period.

6 A Five year programme

| An (over time) prioritised list of the activities, to be launched during the plan period.




Economic sector

~ National Accounts, Balance of Payment, Prices, Investments

Trade and Industry, Manufacturing and Mining 7

Sector objectives

Independence brought a Government constitutionally committed to improve the welfare of all
Namibians. At the same time one of the most skewed iricome distribution in the world was inherited.
The main objective is to race the economic and social welfare through economic growth and fair
distribution under macro-economic stability and hence:

e Reviving and sustaining economic growth
e Creating employment
¢ Reducing inequalities in income distribution

. Reducing poverty

» Increase rural savings in formal financial institution

‘e Maintain inflation at a level not exceeding that of Namibia’s main regional trading partners
NDP1 targets

¢ Achieve average growth in real GDP per yéar of 5 % between 1995 and 2000

e Reduce budget deficit to 3 % of GDP by 2000 A

¢ Avoid aid dependence

¢ Increase and sustain investments at 19 % of GDP by 2000 (Government 6 % and Private
Sector/Parastatals 13 %) o .

¢ Increase Real Gross National Income per capita by 12 % between 1995 and 2000 (from N$ 6.930
to N§ 7.720 in constant 1995 prices)

e Diversify export and import markets to reduce the share of trade with South Africa
¢ Increase non-fish manufactured exports to 4 % of total merchandise export by 2000
» Increase mining output by 3-4 % a year

* Reduce the proportion of households below half average income from 60 % in 1994 to 50 % by
2000

» Reduce the proportion of poor households from 47 % in 1994 to 40 % by 2000

e Reduce the proportion of severely poor households from 13 % in 1994 to 7 % by year 2000

e To expand the role of the private sector and foreign investment in the economy

e To maintain inflation at a level not exceeding that of Namibia’s main regional trading partners

e To promote productive sectors with the high potential for growth such as manufacturing, fisheries,

tourism, agriculture and mining - increase non-fish processing manufacturing to GDP to 6 % by LJ
2000




¢ To reduce existing regional imbalances

e Improve the enabling environment for the small scale and informal sector

* Facilitate higher productivity and greater competitiveness within manufacturing

* Increase the involvement of women in the mainstream of industrial economic activities
¢ Increase real savings in formal financial institutions

¢ Modernise the company registration system by 1996

Main stakeholders
% o Government, particularly the Ministry of Finance
= e NPC/CBS
e Bank of Namibia _
» The Inter-Agency Committee of the bloc of Economic Ministries
e The Inter-Agency Macro Economic Working Group
¢ Development Bank
e Private sector
j e IMF and World Bank
¢ SACU - Southern African Customs Union)

Information needs

The structure of the economy and its development over time should be shown in respect of the
following variables and data, compiled in terms of:

» National Accounts according to SNA 93 and the SADC recommendations in currant and constant
. prices

k ¢ Quarterly economic indicators

* Balance of Payment .

¢ Banking and insurance (financial statistics and production data on banks and insurance

¢ Public finance v

¢ Household income, expenditure and consumption

* Monthly consumer price index (CPI) on national level ,

* Quarterly producer price indexes (PPI) including wholesale and export/import price indexes

* Values and quantities of exports and imports by country and commodity classified by the
Harmonized System (HS) and/or the Standard International Classification (STIC), rev. 3.

 Values of exports and imports by direction of trade, i.e. country of origin or destination

* Annual data for the large wholesale and retail trade establishments (turnover, purchase for resale,
labour costs and other production costs, change in stocks, capital investments), benchmark data for
small and medium scale wholesale and retail trade establishments, turnover data by commodity
groups, motor trade and motor repair industry and trade margins by commodity groups.

* Production and productivity in industry and mining

Current statistics supply

* Annual National Accounts (preliminary and final) according to SNA 93 and revised since ....
¢ Balance of Payment produced of Bank of Namibia

e Urban CPI

£ e NHIES 1993/4

L e Exports and imports

¢ Financial statistics




e Mining
Publications

¢ National Accounts
o NHIES

e CPI

Main gaps
The National Accounts is relatively good and one of the firsts in Africa following SNA 93. They are
_ fairly timely. As in most developing countries there is a big and growing uncovered/unrecorded

economy also being the main part of the so-called informal sector. As an effect, women’s contribution
in economic activities is much underestimated. Household production is not counted either. (H)

In the formal sector, quality (coverage and updating) of production/manufacturing and trade statistics
could be improved. (A) '

Household income, expenditure and consumption is measured seldom and savings not at all. (H)
Producer price index should be developed. (N)

External trade statistics have an uncertain quality, but are expected to improve when the ASICUDA
system is fully established. (A)

Poverty should be assessed in a more adequate way, giving information to better target interventions.

(H)

A five year programme

1999/2000 Improvement of production and trade statistics CBS

Improvement of Balance of payment by seminars with respondents BON
and re-launch quarterly survey .

2000/2001  Poverty assessment survey module ' CBS

' Publish quarterly external trade data BON
2001/2002  Uncovered/informal sector survey module - .CBS
Expand guarterly data coverage BON
. 2002/2003 Household income and expenditure survey CBS
2003/2004  Development of producer price index CBS

Quarterly data of major Capital and Financial account items BON

12




Land, agriculture and forestry

Sector objectives

Provide adequate access to land for landless people
Land reform and improved land administration to reduce unjust land allocation

Continued growth in agricultural income across the broadest p0381b1e socio-economic base in a
sustainable manner

Improve levels of household food security nationally with an ultimate goal of achieving food self-
sufficiency

Raise the value of agricultural exports and/or reduce the value of agricultural imports
Create productive employment opportunities
Increase the value added within the country to national agricultural output

Maintain environmental stability tllrougll the preservation of the ecological balance of areas which
have been adversely distributed by forest depletion

Make Namibia greener by increasing the wooded area and by improving the quantity and quality of
wood

Make the country self-sufficient in fuel-wood, poles, constriction wood and timber by supportmg
afforestation and reforestation with indigenous and suitable exotic spices.

'NDP1 targets

Resettle 14.000 people to redistributed land by 2000

Acquire 150.000 ha by Land Commission by 2000

Increase subsistence agriculture output by 5 % from 1997

Increase subsistence agriculture employment by 30.000 by 2000

Increase subsistence égriculture labour productivity by a total of 10 % between 1994 and 2000
Increase non-traditional crop and livestock output to 5 % of total output by 2000 |
Increase the area of land under irrigation by 5.000 ha by 2000

Achieve self—.sufﬁciency in selected wood products by 2000

To have planted 20 million plants by 2000

Main stakeholders

The Government, particularly the Ministry of Agrlculture Water and Rural Development
(MAWRD)

NPC/CBS

AGRA, Namibia’s only multi-purpose agricultural co-operative based on agricultural producers
(founded 1980)

Meat Board and Karakul Board (detailed marketing information)
Agronomic Board (information on controlled agronomic products)
Department of Water Affairs

Namibia Development Corporation (NDC), the national development agency promotes sustainable
local and foreign investment, develops commercially viable enterprises in cooperation with the
private sector




e Ministry of Environment and Tourism
® Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
e Bank of Namibia (publishes a Quarterly Bulletin

¢ Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit (NEPRU), e.g. Commercialisation of Communal
Agricultural Service