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FIFIH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICEPNESIA |

THIRD REGULAR SESSION, 1988

CONGRESSIONAL BILL NO. 5-256, C.D.1

AN ACT

To define the functions and responsibilities of the Division of
Statiatles; to authqrize the Division of Statistics té develop e
integrated and comprehensive statistical and census information system;
to-guarantee the confidentiality of data callected; to promote
cooperation between the National and State Governments concerning
recording end reportiiag of statistics; and fori other purposes.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE HDEBMD STATES OF MICRONESIA:
' Section 1. Short title. This act ma.y be cited as the
Statistics and Census Act of 1988,
Sectlon 2, Definitions. As used In ft.his act, unless the
context requires another meaning or unlessé it is otherwise provided:-
(1) “Census” means a survey of a.L'L of the persoms, owners,

officialg, agents, corporations, businesses, imstitutions,

‘

. establishments or other orgsnizations in a field of inquiry;

(2) ~Chief" means the Chief of ;‘:he Div:ision of Statistics;

(3) TCongress" means the Congre:ss of the Federated States
of Micronesia;

(4) "Division of Statistics” means the Division of
Statdistics within the 0ffice of Plamning an.d Statistics of the
Federated States of Micronesia; '

(5) "Natdonal Government" means§ the Government o\f the
PRederated States 'of Micronesia; :

(6)° "National Planner” means th:e highes.t. management
officiél of the Office of Planning and Sta,i:istics ‘of the Federated
States of Micronesia; :

(7) "President" means the Presiaent of the Federated
States of Microunesia; !

(8) "Respondent" includes a coz*boration", company,

association, firm, partmership, proprietorféhip, society, joint stock
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company, Individual, or other organizatio%l or entity which reported
or is required to report, or on behalf of:whic.h information was
areported, in\responsa to a quest:l.onnaire,;inqzdry, or other xequest
of the Division of Staristics; : '

(9) “Sample Survey” means a qui'Vey of some but ﬁot all of
the persons,\owners, officials, agents, corporations, businesses,
Institutions, establisﬁments or other orga:.nizatioﬁs in g field of
Inquiry; and :

(10) "Stéte government” means tﬁe government of auy of the
States of the Federated States of Hicrones_fia.

Section 3. Statement of purpose. The purpose of this act is as

follows:
(1) To define the functions and responsibilities of the

Diwision of Statistics;
(2) To authorize the Division of Statistics to develop an

integrated end comprehensive statistical and cengu$ information
system; | ,
(3) To guarantee the confidentﬂé]ity of data collected by
the Division of Sta;istics and other deparjunénts &ud ageneies of the
National Goverument or jolnrly by departments or égenciss of the

Nationzl and.State Governments; and
(4) To promote cooperation between the Natiomal and State

Governments with respect to the Improvement of recording and

Teporting of statistics in the Federated States of Micromesia.

Section 4., Fuuctions znd responsibilities of the Division of
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1 Statistics. The Division of Statistics spa.‘l.l have the following

funetions and responsibilities:

; \ .
(1) To advise the President and the executive branch on

2

3

4 matters pertalning to statistical policy;f
5 (2{ To coordinate the statistiéai work of all Narional

6 Government departmlents with particulat em'phz'zsis'on the following

7 areas:
8 (a) The aveidance of duplication in data collection;
9 (b) The attainment of ccm_pau:biut‘y between, ang, the

10 integration of statistics compiled by Natlonal Government departments

11 and agencles;
(c) The maximum possible utdlization of statistical

12
13 data;
% (d) The formulation and implementation of standards

15 for carrylng out statistical operatlons; :
16 (e) The provision of statistical advice and

17 assistance to National Government departuents and'agencies;-

18 .. (f) The recruitment and training of statistical
19 sgtaff; and
20 (g) The general prowotion and developmsnt. of

"21 integrated sbocial and economic statistics for the National Government.

22 ' (3) To compile, analyze and disseminate official

23 statistics end related Information;
24 (4) To collect statistics and irelated information

25 concerning econcmlc, soclal, and demographic warters;
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(5) To prepare and puixlish an annual statistical abstract
for the Federated States of Micronesia; '

(6) To collect and compile statj;.stical data needed for the
éormxlation of\ development plans and plan ;T.mplemenﬁation including,
but not Lintred to, the £ollowing: ‘

(2) Data required for the %:cmpilation of National
accounts;
(b) Data on wholesale and retail price chauges;
(c¢) Data on intermal and external trade; and
(d) Data on Government and household expenditures.
(7) To conduct periodic censusgas of population and other
censuses and sample surveys at the request: of the President; )
(8) To design and prepare questionnaires for use in
censuses or sample sSUTVeyS; '
(9) To promote and assist statfistical activities in the
States and to assist State governments a:ad organizations in the
collection, analysis and dissemination of statistical ianformation;

(10) To undertake periodic surveys of the bramches aud
agencies of the National and State Govern.ménts to determine govern-—
ment statistical data requirements aud to idenu‘.fy any statistical
problems or dif-ficuities being encountered; and | A

(11) To liaise with stetisticaliorganizations in other

pations and with intexrpational organizatiox;:s regarding statistical

matters,

Section 5. Authority to gather and cf:xﬁpile gtatistical data,
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The Division of Statistics shall have the following authority to
gather and compile statistical dats at su;h ﬂmeé and for such
periods as deternined by the Natiomal Planpers:
. (IN To gather sratistlical in.fofmat.l.on;
(2) \’ro design and prepare forums samd questionna}.res;
(3) To undertake investigations: and ca.i:ry out censuses and
sample surveys;
(4) To select sampling methodoliogies for use in surveys;
(5) To request respondents to supply estimates where
recorded data are not available; : ..
(6) To prepare programs relating to the acquisition of
statistical information; ‘ ’

(7) To counsult or cooperate with any other person or body

for the purpose of compiling statlstical data; and

(8) To undertake any other necessary actlons to fulfill

ilts functions and responsibilities.

Section 6. (Conduct of censuses and sample surveys aud

collection of statdstical deta. In order ﬁo conduét the censuses and

sample surveys and collect the statistical daia. as ,authorized by
sections 4 and 5 of this act, the Natiopal Plannmer, the Chief, or
other employee of the Division of Statistics designated by the
Natlonal Plamner, shall be empowered to:

(1) Supply a schedule to any respondent and require such
Tespondent to supply to the best of his koowledge, orally or in

writing, a_‘L‘L of the information requested in the schedule in
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‘accordance with instructiens in the schedule or accampanying lt, and

require that person To complete the schedu;le, 1f necessary with the
ggsistance of the Nat{opal Plzmner or his designee, and to return the
completed achedule to the National Planner. or his designee by e
gpecific }Ste; and »

(2) Ask sny respoadent orally or in writing amy questions
necessary to obtain Information for the purpose of compiling
st#tistical date or conducting a ceusus or sample survey as
presu:ii:ed under this act, eud require the reépcndenc to give, to the
best of his kuowledge, writtem or orsl answers to auy such questions,

Section 7, Diszemipation of grtatistical data; Restrictions on

&

(1) The Chief msy furnigh copies of tabulations end other
statistical materisls which do mot disclose the information Teported
by, or on behalf of, =my particular respondent, and may meke zpecial
statisticzl compilations or surveys, for deplartmenté , offices, amd
agepcies of the Natlonal Government, =nd Stete aud locsl governments.

(2) Ioformarfon furnished under subsection (1) of this
sectlon shall not be used by the National Government, or by suy of
its egencles, subdivisions, or public corperstions, or by amy of
its officers or employees acting in am officlal capacity to the
derriment of aumy respondent or other person to whom éuch information
relates im any legal proceeding, except ip the prosecation of

alleged violations of this act,
Section 8. Confidentiality of informatlon. The National
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Planner, the Chief, and suny othex officer or employee of the Divigiom
of Scatlsdes, or ey peréou provided with data pursuant to section
11 of this act, shall nots

(1) Use tke information furnished under the provisions of
this a.éx for sy purpose other than for the purpose of conducting a
census or gemple survey, gethering statistical dsca, or for compiling
end disseminating tabulations or other stav%!sr_tcal‘materi,sla pursuant
to section 7;

(2) Make zny publicstion whereby: the data furnished by amy
particular establisktyent or individual tmder this act can be
idenrdified; or

(3) Permlr anyone other than the, Natdonsl Planner, the
Chief, or sworn employess of the Division of Statistics to examine
the Individual reports, except in the px:osejcution of alleged
violations of this acc. )

‘ Section 9. Oszrh of employees. The Naﬁonal Plzuner, the
Chief, aud every other person employed in carry:{ng out the provisioms
of this act shall tzke and subscribe the foilowing oath:

"I solemnly swesr chet I will faithfully sud honestly

£ulfill wy dutles in aceordance with the provisions of the

Statistics end Census Act of 1988; sud that I will not

digclose or make known, except asiauthorized by law, any

information callected in a censusior semple survey which
» cames to wy knowledge by reason of, or through my

employment by, or ou behalf of any chMnml entity 1a

7 of 12

v



- : Public LawNo.B =7 7
CQNGRRSSIONAL BILL NO. 5-256, C.D.1

U OO0 N U s W N

l: .

14

16
17
18
19
20
21

22

2%

the Federated Stares of ‘M.‘I.crouesi?."
The osth shell be tsken, retained, and recoiz:ded in such mammer as the
Chief shall determine.

Seetion 10. Statdstical surveys by other Government depatrtments,

N\ : .
Departments and agencles of the Natfonal Goverament gre guthorized to
conduct surveys under this act subject to the following requirements:

(1) All sach persons engaged in ﬁe collection aad

processing of replies to statistical surveys are subject to each

-provision of this act including, but not limited to, the Tequired

oath of. employees contesned ia seetion 9 end the resrricifons on use
contained in sections 7 =nd 8;

(2) The Nationsl Plsmmer aud the Diviston of Stztistics
ghall be informed of any surveys being propbsed by departments eud
sgencies of the Natiopal Goverament; and

(3) =Respondents to smy statdstical suxvey conducted by 2my
department or agency of the National Government -shall be advised
whether the survey is for statistical purposes avd 1s being conducted
under the guthority of this act or whether the survey is for some
othleT purpose. ‘

Section 11. Evchange of data authorized. The Division of

Statistics is authorized to enter into &y iagreement or arrangement
with sny department or agency of the Nsztiomal or any of the State
Governments for the ezchange of data collected jointly with that
departwent or agency and for subsequent ‘tabulation ox publication of

statlstics based upon such data provided thet all respondents axe
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informed, in writlng, that the' m.forms.tLoxf:. 1s being callected jointly
oa behalf of ﬁe Division of Statistics and the other department ox
agency comemeé‘ No such agreement or aﬁwsem@t shall be
effective unless it shall require the o{‘f:i.cers aud employees of the
dEPar\:ment or ageacy of the govermmentel ;.ntity perticipating iu the
ezchange of date to abide by the provisioé:s aof r.his sct.

Section 12, Wrongful disclosure of information prohibited. Any

person being or having been the National Plemner, or Chief, or an
employee of the Division of Statistics, a;tther Temwporary or
permament, or hgving tsken &nd subscribed the osth es met forth im
section 9 of this zct, or otherwise having sworn to observe the
limftetions imposed by ﬁhis aet, who pubﬁshes or communicetes amy
informetlon, the disclosure of which is pirohibited. under the terms of
this sct, and which comes into his posses%sicn by resson of his belng
enployed or orherwlse providing services ;um'ier the provisions of this

act, shall be guilty of av offense, and upon conviction therefor

"ghall be £ined mot more then §3,000, or imprisoned mot more then 3

years, or both.

Section 13. Refusal oxr pmegleet ro gnsweT. questions pertalaing

to censvs dete; False snswers pertsining .to census data.

(1) Any person being over 18 y:ea.rs of ege, who refuses or
willfully neglects, when requested by any authorized employee of the
Division of Statistics or other gove.rnm«‘:::j:.tal entity, to auswer to the
best of his knowledge any of the questions or any schedule mbmitt.ed

%o bim fn comection with eny census emthorized under this act which
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census data relate to himself or to the family to which he belongs oF
is relared, shall be gullty of an offense, aml upon convietion
therefor shall be fined mot more than $100;

(2) Any persom, being over 18 years of ege, whéu ::equeatéd

by a.ny\authorized employee of the pivision of Statistice or other

LY B S S T =

governmental eatity, To anSWer 6 the best of bis knowledge amy of

7 the questions on any schedule submitted to him in connection with any
8 ceosus autborizedv wnder this act which census data telete to himself
9 or to the famlly to which he belongs or is related, kpowingly gives
10 any enswer that 1s false, shall be gullry of am offense, and upon

11 conviction therefor shzll be fined not wore then $500;

(3) Whoever, being the owner, official, agent, person in

S

13 cherge, or asslstant O the person in charge, of suy corporation,
14 besiness, institution, establishment, or orgemization of amy nature
15 whatsoever, refuses or willfully neglects, when requested by the

16 Natioval Planner, the Chief, or by any euthorized employee of the
17 Diviesion of Statistics or. other gove.rmaﬁtal enuity to answer

18 campletely sad correctly to the best of his knowledge all questions
19 relating to such corporariom, business, institution, establishmenct,
20 or other organization, or to records or stariscics in bhis official

custody, contalued in amy census authorized by this act, whall be

[2

gullty of an offense, and upon couviction therefor shall be fined not

g R

pore than $500;
24 . (4) Whoever, being the owner,é official sgent, person in

cherge, or asslstant to the person in charge, of any cotporation,

v
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business, inswirncion, estsblishment, or :orgamizatvion of amy nsture
whatsoever, when requested by the Nationsx:l Plaumer, the Chief, or by
eny authorized employee of the Division of Statistics or other
governmeptel entity To znswer completcly and correctly to the best of
his knowledge all questions relsting to such corporation, business,
1nsN turion, esceblishment, or other organizatiom, or to records or
stetlstics in his official custody, co:ta.j!.ned in any census
suthorized by thie act, knowingly gives a.% felse answer to eny such
question, stell be guilty of an offense, and wpon convietion therefer
shall be fined mot more then $500, or imprisomed mot more than 3 .
wonthsg, or both; and [

(5) Nortwithstanding eny otber provision of this aet, no
person shell be caupelled to disclose information reletive to bis
religions bellefs or to membershlp {n a réligious organization, nory
sh=11 any person Iacar suy ldiability uuae_f this ect for failure to
disclose informstion as to his religiou.

Section 14. Administration of Act. 'The Narlonsl Plsmner shall

be charged with the adminiscratdion of chig ack, The Nstlonal Plsmmer
shz1l have =11 such authorlty as may be reasounahly necessary for the
perforumuce of any fumetion of the Division of statisties or for the
administretion of this act, including che authority to promnlgste

such rules amd regulaifons 26 he deems necessary to conduct periodic
censuzes or sample surveys or to othervise effect the administration
of this act. Such rules and regulacions shell be prommlgated In

accordance with the provisions of chaprer 1 of title 17 of the Cocle
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1 of the Federated States of Micronesi;- and ‘'shall have the force and
2 effect of law.

3 Sectdon 15, Effective date, This aé:t sball become lew upon
4 ap\g\roval by the President of the I‘ede:":-_ce_a States of Micromesia or

5 upon its becoming law withouwr such arproval.

7 MWW F . 1oes
A

Jorn R, Eaglelzam

10 President
Federated Ststes of Micronesls

13 -
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