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A 640-page compilation of international
demographic statistics, including series on
area, population, natality, mortality, nuptial-
ity and divorce.

The twelfth issue of the Demographic Year-
book features historical time trends of popu-
lation growth for over 200 countries and
territories. Data of special interest include
the results of population censuses taken be-
tween 1900 and 1960; 40-year trends of
total population; 20-year trends of the age-
sex distribution of population; 20-year trends
of population in over 1,400 cities; urban
population by sex; illiterate population by
sex; single and married population by sex and
age; economically active population by sex;
and population in localities of 20,000 and
more and 100,000 and more inhabitants.

In addition to the featured subject, the volume
contains the usual statistics of area; world,
continental and regional population aggre-
gates with estimated birth and death rates;
population density and per cent rates of
growth; mortality trends and age-sex distri-
butions; natality trends and distribution of
births by age of mother; marriage trends and
distribution by age of partners; divorce trends;
and expectation of life values.

The special text (chapter 1) investigates the
quality of population statistics in general and
evaluates the accuracy of the world estimate
in particular. The Technical Notes (chapter II)
describe the tables, together with the limita-
tions of the data.

Prepared by the Statistical Office

of the United Nations

(UN wblication, Sales No.: 61.X111.1)
Cloth nd: 3US 10.00; 71 /-ste.; Sw
Paperbound: SUS 8.00; 57 /-stg.: Sw. fr. 34.50







DEMOGRAPHIC YEARBOOK 196“
ANNUAIRE DEMOGRAPHIQUE

TWELFTH ISSUE—DOUZIEME EDITION

SPECIAL TOPIC : POPULATION TRENDS
SUJET SPECIAL : L'‘EVOLUTION DE LA POPULATION

~ Statistical Office of the United Nations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Bureau de statistique de I'Organisation des Nations Unies

Département des affaires économiques et sociales

UNITED NATIONS * NATIONS UNIES

NEW YORK, 1960



Special Topics of the Demographic Yearbook Series : 1948-1960
Sujets spéciaux des diverses éditions de I'Annuaire démographique : 1948-1960

Year—Année Issue—Edition Spectal Topic—Sujet spécial
1948 - First—Premiére General demography—Démographie générale
1949-50 Second—Deuxiéme Natality statistics—Statistiques de la natalité

1951 Third—Troisiéme Mortality statistics—Statistiques de la mortalité

1952 Fourth—Quatriéme Population distribution—Répartition de la population

1953 Fifth—Cinquiéme General demography—Démographie générale

1954 Sixth—Sixi¢me Natality statistics—Statistiques de la natalité

1955 Seventh—Septi¢me Population censuses—Recensements de population

1956 Eighth—Huitiéme Ethnic and economic characteristics of population—
Caractéristiques ethniques et économiques de la population

1957 Ninth—Neuvi¢me Mortality statistics—Statistiques de la mortalité

1958 Tenth—Dixi¢me Marriage and divorce statistics—Statistiques
de la nuptialité et de la divortialité

1959 Eleventh—Onzié¢me Natality statistics—Statistiques de la natalité

1960 Twelfth—Douziéme Population trends—L’évolution de la population

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION

Sales No.: 61eXIIJe1

Price:
Clothbound: $U.S. 10.00; 71 /- stg.; Sw. fr. 43.00
Paperbound: $U.S. 8.00; 57/- stg.; Sw. fr. 84.50
(or equivalent in other currencies)

Inquiries should be directed to:
PUBLISHING SERVICE
UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK, N.Y.

See also List of Sales Agents
at end of book

PUBLICATION DES NATIONS UNIES

Numéro de vente: 61¢XIIIe1

Prix:
Relié toile: 10 dollars (USA); 71 shillings (stg) ; 43,00 fr. suisses
Broché: 8 dollars (USA); 57 shillings (stg) ; 34,50 fr. suisses
(ou I'équivalent en monnaie du pays)

Adresser toutes demandes de renseignements au:
SERVICES DES PUBLICATIONS
NATIONS UNIES
NEW YORK (N.Y)

Voir aussi la liste des dépositaires
4 1a fin du volume

Copyright © United Nations 1961

All rights reserved

Manufactured in the United States of Americo



TABLE OF CONTENTS—TABLE DES MATIERES

Foreword

Note on geographic areas

Explanation of symbols

TEXT
Chapter

I. HOW WELL DO WE KNOW THE
PRESENT SIZE AND TREND OF
THE WORLD’S POPULATION?

II. TECHNICAL NOTES ON THE

STATISTICAL TABLES

...................................

Population

Vital statistics

Live-birth statistics

Foetal-death statistics

Death statistics

Marriage statistics .. .......... .. ... ..

Divorce statistics
Life tables

Description of tables

TABLES

Table
WORLD SUMMARY

1. Area, density, population by sex and rate of
population increase for each country and ter-
ritory of the world: latest census, and midyear
estimates for 1953 and 1959

13

13

15

15

22
25
25
25
25
25
25

26

Page
AvVant-propos .. ............. viii
Note sur les unités géographiques . ....... .. ... .. xi
Explication des signes .................. ........ xi
TEXTE
Chapitre
I. CE QUE NOUS SAVONS DE L’ETAT
ET DE L’EVOLUTION DE LA
POPULATION MONDIALE .. .... ... .. 46
II. NOTES TECHNIQUES SUR LES
TABLEAUX STATISTIQUES . ... . ... .. 59
Introduction . ... ... ... ... .. ... . ... ..... 59
Superficie ..... ... ... ... .. .. . ... .. 61
Population ... .. ... .. ... . .. 61
Statistiques de I'état civil . ...... .. ... ... . 70
Statistiques de naissances vivantes .. .. .. 72
Statistiques des morts foetales .. . ... .. .. 73
Statistiques de la mortalité ... . .. . .. .. 73
Statistiques de la nuptialicé ... ... ... . 73
Statistiques de la divortialité ... ... ... .. 73
Tables de mortalité ....... ... . .. ... 73
Description des tableaux .............. ..., 74
TABLEAUX
Tableau

APERCU MONDIAL

1. Superficie, densité, population selon le sexe et
taux d’accroissement de la population dans
chaque pays et territoire du monde : dernier

recensement et estimations au milieu de 'an-

née pour 1953 et 1959

iil



Table

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) — TABLE DES MATIERES (suite)

TABLES (continued)
Page
WORLD SUMMARY (continued)
Area, density, population, rate of increase, birth

and death rates for the world, continents and

regions: selected years ... ... ... . ....... 118
Vital statistics rates: selected countries, latest
available year ... ... ... ... ... ... L 119

POPULATION
Estimates of midyear population: 1920-1960 ... 124

Population by age and sex: 1940-1960 ...... ..

Enumerated population by sex and intercensal

rates of increase for both sexes: 1900-1961 .. 262

Population of capital cities and cities of 100 000
and more inhabitants: each census 1939-1961,
and estimates 1955-1961 ................. ..

Population in localities of 100 000 and more and
20 000 and more inhabitants: 1920-1961 .... 349

Urban and total population by sex: 1920-1960 . 373

Single and married population 15 years of age
and over by age and sex: 1920-1960 ........

Illiterate and total population 15 years of age
and over by sex: 1920-1960 .............. ..

Economically active and total population by
sex: 1920-1960

BIRTHS
Live births and crude live birth rates: 1950-1959 476

Live births by age of mother: latest available

iv

TABLEAUX (suite)

Tableau Page

APERCU MONDIAL  (svite)

2. Superficie, densité, population, taux d’accroisse-
ment, taux de natalité et taux de mortalité
pour l'ensemble du monde, les continents et
les grandes régions géographiques : diverses

années 118

3. Taux du mouvement de la population : quel-‘
ques pays, derniére année pour laquelle. on

posséde des données 119

POPULATION

4. Estimations de la population au milieu de

Tannée : 1920-1960 .. ...... ... ... ..... ...

124

5. Population selon I'dge et le sexe : 1940-1960 ... 152

6. Population dénombrée selon le sexe et taux
d’accroissement pour les deux -sexes entre

recensements consécutifs : 1900-1961 262

7. Population des capitales et des villes de 100 000
habitants et plus : chaque recensement 1939-

1961, et estimations 1955-1961 285

8. Population des localités de 100 000 habitants
et plus et de 20 000 habitants et plus : 1920-

1961 349

9. Population urbaine et population totale selon le

sexe : 1920-1960

10. Population célibataire et population mariée de
15 ans et plus, selon I'dge et le sexe : 1920-1960 396

11. Population illettrée et population totale de 15

ans et plus, selon le sexe : 1920-1960 ... ... .. 434
12. Population active et population totale selon le
sexe : 1920-1960 . ....... ... .. ... ... .. ..., 450
NAISSANCES
13. Naissances vivantes et taux bruts de natalité :
1950-1959 . ... ... ... ... ..o 476
14. Naissances vivantes selon I'Age de la mere :
derni¢res données disponibles .......... ... 490












Category I: Highly accurate data (continued)

South West Africa 1946
(Europeans)

Sweden 1945 and 1950

Switzerland 1950

Union of South Africa
1946 (Europeans)

Union of South Africa
1951 (Whites)

West Berlin 1950

Yugoslavia 1953

Category II: Fairly accurate data

Alaska 1950
Australian New Guinea
1954 (non-indigenous)

Isle of Man 1951
Israel 1948
Malta and Gozo 1948

Barbados 1946
Bermuda 1950
Federal Republic of
Germany 1950
Greenland 1951

Nauru 1954
New Zealand 1945 (total)

United States 1950

Category IlI: Approximate data
British Guiana 1946 Portugal 1950
British Honduras 1946 Rodrigues 1952
Leeward Islands 1946 Spain 1950
New Zealand 1945 (Maoris) Thailand 1947
Norfolk Island 1954

Category IV : Rough data

Algeria 1948 (Moslems) South West Africa 1946

Brazil 1950 (total)

Ceylon 1946 Tanganyika 1952 (non-
Costa Rica 1950 indigenous)

Fiji Islands 1946 Trinidad and Tobago
Greece 1951 1946

Mauritius 1952
Panama 1950
Philippines 1948
Puerto Rico 1950

Union of South Africa
1946 (total)

Venezuela 1950

‘Windward Islands 1946

Category V: Very rough data
Bolivia 1950 Haiti 1950
Cyprus 1946 Mexico 1950
Dominican Republic 1950  Nicaragua 1950
Ecuador 1950 Portuguese Guinea 1950
El Salvador 1950 (non-indigenous)
Egypt 1947 Turkey 1945 and 1950
Guatemala 1950

The scores were also computed separately for each sex.
It is commonly held that age statements for males are more
accurate than those for females, but this is not invariably
the case. Thus, of the 51 sex-age distributions for which
a score of 105 or higher was obtained, the score for females
exceeded that for males in 45 instances, but was exceeded
by that for males in 6 instances. The latter group, in
which female age statements are subject to less digit
preference than those of males, comprises Barbados,
New Guinea, New Zealand 1951 (Maoris), Portuguese
Guinea, and Haiti.

In interpreting Whipple’s Index, one should bear in
mind that it measures the effects of preferences for age
returns ending in 5 and 0 only. It can, however, be
assumed that such digit preference is usually connected
with other sources of inaccuracy in the age statements.
With this proviso, the index can be accepted as a fair
measure of the general accuracy of age statements.

New Zealand 1951 (Maoris)
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Reliability of estimates

The reliability of a population estimate depends on the
nature and quality of the statistics employed in its con-
struction and the method by which these statistics are
combined. An estimate is reliable if the probability of a
relatively large error is slight or if errors in a given prob-
ability range are relatively small. A measure of reliability,
defined in such terms, can actually be calculated, provided
there is a quantitative appraisal of possible errors in each
of the component factors of the estimate. For population
statistics, such quantitative appraisals have been obtained
systematically in relatively few countries. Accordingly,
only rough assessments of reliability can be made in most
cases, based on a consideration of the methods by which
the current population estimates are obtained.

Evaluation of current estimates of total population

As a rough indication of the presumable degree of re-
liability in current estimates of total population, a code
describing the manner of their construction was intro-
duced experimentally in Table 1 of the 1949-50 issue of
the Yearbook. With increased experience and knowledge,
it became evident that the slight modifications introduced
each year subsequent to 1952 were not adequate. By 1958,
a more far-reaching modification seemed both feasible and
necessary for two reasons: (1) it had become practicable
to separate more clearly the logical elements which af-
fected the reliability of each estimate, and (2) it was con-
sidered desirable to give more weight to the effect of the
time which had elapsed between the date of the last basic
population measurement (e.g., the last census) and the
date of the current estimate.

In constructing the new code, five elements have been
recognized as affecting the reliability of a current popu-
lation estimate: (1) the nature of the base measurement
of the population, (2) the probable error in that base
measurement, (3) the time elapsed since the last meas-
urement, (4) the method of time adjustment by which
the base figure was brought up to date, and (5) the
quality of the method of time adjustment. However,
since very few comparable indications of the probable
error in the base measurement have been secured so far,
only elements (1), (3), (4) and (5) can be systemati-
cally considered. Hence, the revised code is composed
of four parts, namely the nature of the base data, their
recency, the nature of the time adjustment, and its
quality. The symbols of the code are listed below for
reference, followed by more detailed explanations.

Part I. Nature of base data (capital letter)
A Complete census of individuals.
B

C

Sample census or survey.
Partial census or partial registration
of individuals.

D Conjecture.

Nature of base data not determined.

Part II. Recency of base data (subscript nu-

meral following capital letter)

Numeral indicates time elapsed (in
years) since establishment of base figure.



Part III. Method of time adjustment (lower-
case letter)

a Adjustment by continuous popula-
tion register.

b Adjustment based on calculated bal-
ance of births, deaths and migration.

¢ Adjustment by assumed rate of in-
crease.

d No adjustment; base figure held con-
stant at least two consecutive years.

x Adjustment derived from regional

population estimates.

Method of adjustment not deter-
mined.

Part IV. Quality of adjustment for types a and
b (numeral following letter a or b)

1 Population balance adequately ac-
counted for.

2 Adequacy of accounting for popula-
tion balance not determined.

3 Population balance not adequately

accounted for.

Quality of adjustment for type ¢ (nu-
meral following letter ¢)

1 Two or more censuses taken at decen-
nial intervals or less.
2 Two or more censuses taken, but

latest interval exceeds a decennium.
3 One or no census taken.

Part I, represented by capital letters, A, B, C, D or
two dots (..), indicates the nature of the base data from
which the current estimate has been derived.

A: The letter A applies when the original census
of individuals was performed in a manner designed
to secure separately data for each individual in the
area.ll Whether performed through self-enumeration
(householder method) or the canvasser method, such
enumerations are regarded as censuses proper; a
registration of persons reporting at some central
place can have the same effect, as can a house-listing
or a census of housing when it secures separate in-
formation on each individual. For the present pur-
pose, category A is limited to base figures of which
at least 50 per cent were gathered by these means.

B: The symbol B applies when the base figure was
an estimate based on a sample census or survey,
the sampling units having been selected in such
fashion as to be representative of the majority (over
50 per cent) of the population of the area. The ac-
curacy of population totals established on the basis
of sample surveys varies considerably but can, under
certain conditions, approximate that of the 100 per
cent enumeration.

C: The code C applies when the base figure has
been secured under conditions other than those de-

1 See Handbook of Population Census Methods, Vol. 1, op. cit.,
p- 4
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scribed in categories A and B. This category includes
estimates based on censuses covering less than 50
per cent of the population or on those conducted
over an extended period of time (more than 12
months) ; estimates based on counts of selected
groups of individuals, such as those enumerated in
agricultural, school or other censuses, and those
entered on special registers as, for example, tax
registers, voters’ registers or rationing registers.
Estimates made from counts of dwellings (such as
huts or tents) which did not list the inhabitants
separately, are considered to fall in this category,
as are aggregations of local administrative reports
on persons living in an area. In these estimates, the
error in the total population figure is compounded
of errors in the partial count or counts and errors
in the coefficients or other adjustment factors used
in arriving at a total. It can be presumed that the
result is usually less accurate than that of a census
or systematic sample survey of population.

D: The letter D applies where a population figure
is arrived at by procedures other than those set
forth in A.C above. Such procedures include the
conversion of inhabited land area or the returns
of the salt tax to population by application of a
coefficient assumed to represent the ratio of popula-
tion to the units of measurement. Estimates of this
type are subject to wide margins of possible error.

Unknown: Two dots (..) are used where the nature
of the base data has not been ascertained. In these
cases, no attempt is made to classify the other ele-
ments of the code, except when it refers to an unof-
ficial estimate, the time adjustment of which was
derived from regional estimates (x).

Part II of the code consists of a numerical subscript
indicating the number of years which have elapsed since
base data were last secured. Thus, if a census was taken at
any time in the year 1950, the nearest number of years to
mid-year 1959—the date of current estimates presented in
this issue—is nine, and the fact is indicated by the nu-
meral 9 in subscript position following the capital letter
of the code. Use of the numeral 0 has been extended
to indicate not only base data obtained in 1959, but
also those secured in 1960 if the 1959 estimate has been
revised accordingly or been found in no need of revision.
It is obvious that the more time that has passed since the
population was last measured, the more the error likely
to have accumulated in the current estimate owing to
imperfections in the method of time adjustment.

Part III of the code, symbolized by lower-case roman
letters, refers to the method of carrying a base figure for-
ward to the current date. Letters a, b, ¢, and d classify
official estimates for which the method of time adjust-
ment is known; the letter x qualifies unofficial estimates
made by the United Nations. When the method of time
adjustment has not been ascertained, two dots (..) are
shown.

The letter a indicates that the current estimate
has been obtained directly from a continuous popu-
lation register, i.e., from a complete register of in-

a:





