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Table 6 – Demographic Yearbook 2005 
     

Table 6 presents urban and total population by sex for as many years as possible between 1996 and 2005. 
  

Description of variables:  Data are from nation-wide population censuses or are estimates, some of which are based 
on sample surveys of population carried out among all segments of the population. The results of censuses are identified 
by a code following the date in the stub; sample surveys are further identified by footnotes; other data are generally 
estimates, the characteristics of which (de jure or de facto) are also indicated with a code. 
 

Estimates of urban population presented in this table have been limited to countries or areas for which estimates 
have been based on the results of sample surveys or have been constructed by the component method from the results of 
a population census or sample survey.  Distributions that result from the estimated total population being distributed by 
urban/rural residence according to percentages in each group at the time of a census or sample survey have not been 
included in this table. 
 

Urban is defined according to the national census definition. The definition for each country is set forth at the end of 
the technical notes to this table. 
 

Percentage computation:  Percentages urban are the number of persons residing in an area defined as ''urban'' per 
100 total population. They are calculated by the United Nations Statistics Division. In very few cases the data for total 
population has been revised but the data for the urban and rural population has not been. These data are footnoted 
accordingly. In these cases, particular caution should be used in interpreting the figures for percentage urban. 
 

Reliability of data:  Estimates that are believed to be less reliable are set in italics rather than in roman type.  
Classification in terms of reliability is based on the method of construction of the total population estimate discussed in the 
technical notes for table 3. 
 

Limitations:  Statistics on urban population by sex are subject to the same qualifications as have been set forth for 
population statistics in general, as discussed in section 3 of the Technical Notes. 
 

The basic limitations imposed by variations in the definition of the total population and in the degree of 
under-enumeration are perhaps more important in relation to urban/rural than to any other distributions. The classification 
by urban and rural is affected by variations in defining usual residence for purposes of sub-national tabulations.   Likewise, 
the geographical differentials in the degree of under-enumeration in censuses affect the comparability of these categories 
throughout the table. The distinction between de facto and de jure population is also very important with respect to 
urban/rural distributions. The difference between the de facto and the de jure population is discussed at length in section 
3.1.1 of the Technical Notes. 
     

A most important and specific limitation, however, lies in the national differences in the definition of urban.  Because 
the distinction between urban and rural areas is made in so many different ways, the definitions have been included at the 
end of this table. The definitions are necessarily brief and, where the classification as urban involves administrative civil 
divisions, they are often given in the terminology of the particular country or area.  As a result of variations in terminology, 
it may appear that differences between countries or areas are greater than they actually are. On the other hand, similar or 
identical terms (for example, town, village, district) as used in different countries or areas may have quite different 
meanings. 
 

It will be seen from an examination of the definitions that they fall roughly into three major types: (1) classification of 
localities as urban based on size; (2) classification of administrative centres of minor civil divisions as urban and the 
remainder of the division as rural; and (3) classification of minor civil divisions on a set of criteria, which may include type 
of local government, number of inhabitants or proportion of population engaged in agriculture. 
 

The designation of areas as urban or rural is so closely bound to historical, political, cultural, and administrative 
considerations that the process of developing uniform definitions and procedures moves very slowly. Not only do the 
definitions differ from one country or area to the other, but, they may also no longer reflect the original intention for 
distinguishing urban from rural. The criteria once established on the basis of administrative subdivisions (as most of these 
are) become fixed and resistant to change. For this reason, comparisons of time-series data may be severely affected 
because the definitions used become outdated. Special care must be taken in comparing data from censuses with those 
from sample surveys because the definitions of urban used may differ. 
    

Despite their shortcomings, however, statistics on urban and rural population are useful in describing the diversity 
within the population of a country or area.  
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 The definition of urban/rural areas is based on both qualitative and quantitative criteria that may include any 
combination of the following:  size of population, population density, distance between built-up areas, predominant type of 
economic activity, conformity to legal or administrative status and urban characteristics such as specific services and 
facilities1.   Although statistics classified by urban/rural areas are widely available, no international standard definition 
appears to be possible at this time since the meaning differs from one country or area to another. The urban/rural 
classification of population used here is reported according to the national definition.  
   

Earlier data:  Urban and total population by sex have been shown in previous issues of the Demographic Yearbook. 
For information on specific years covered, readers should consult the Historical Index. 
 
 
 

DEFINITION OF “URBAN” 
 

AFRICA 
 
Botswana: Agglomeration of 5 000 or more inhabitants where 75 per cent of the economic activity is non-agricultural. 
Burundi: Commune of Bujumbura. 
Comoros: Administrative centres of prefectures and localities of 5 000 or more inhabitants. 
Egypt: Governorates of Cairo, Alexandria, Port Said, Ismailia, Suez, frontier governorates and capitals of other 
governorates, as well as district capitals (Markaz).  
Equatorial Guinea: District centres and localities with 300 dwellings and/or 1 500 inhabitants or more.  
Ethiopia: Localities of 2 000 or more inhabitants. 
Liberia: Localities of 2 000 or more inhabitants.  
Malawi: All townships and town planning areas and all district centres.  
Mauritius: Towns with proclaimed legal limits. 
Niger: Capital city, capitals of the departments and districts 
Senegal: Agglomerations of 10 000 or more inhabitants. 
South Africa: Places with some form of local authority.  
Sudan: Localities of administrative and/or commercial importance or with population of 5 000 or more inhabitants. 
Swaziland: Localities proclaimed as urban. 
Tunisia: Population living in communes.  
United Republic of Tanzania: 16 gazetted townships.  
Zambia: Localities of 5 000 or more inhabitants, the majority of whom all depend on non-agricultural activities.  
 
AMERICA, NORTH  
 
Canada: Places of 1 000 or more inhabitants, having a population density of 400 or more per square kilometre.  
Costa Rica: Administrative centres of cantons. 
Cuba: Population living in a nucleus of 2 000 or more inhabitants. 
Dominican Republic: Administrative centres of municipalities and municipal districts, some of which include suburban 
zones of rural character.  
El Salvador: Administrative centres of municipalities. 
Greenland: Localities of 200 or more inhabitants.  
Guatemala: Municipality of Guatemala Department and officially recognized centres of other departments and 
municipalities.  
Haiti: Administrative centres of communes.  
Honduras: Localities of 2 000 or more inhabitants, having essentially urban characteristics.  
Mexico: Localities of 2 500 or more inhabitants. 
Nicaragua: Administrative centres of municipalities and localities of 1 000 or more inhabitants with streets and electric 
light.  
Panama: Localities of 1 500 or more inhabitants having essentially urban characteristics. Beginning 1970, localities of 1 
500 or more inhabitants with such urban characteristics as streets, water supply systems, sewerage systems and electric 
light. 
Puerto Rico:  Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 persons per 
square mile or more.  Two types of urban areas:  urbanized areas of 50 000 or more inhabitants and urban clusters of at 
least 2 500 and less than 50 000 inhabitants. 
United States:  Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 persons per 
square mile or more.  Two types of urban areas:  urbanized areas of 50 000 or more inhabitants and urban clusters of at 
least 2 500 and less than 50 000 inhabitants. 
U.S. Virgin Islands: Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 persons 
per square mile or more.  Two types of urban areas:  urbanized areas of 50 000 or more inhabitants and urban clusters of 
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at least 2 500 and less than 50 000 inhabitants.  (As of Census 2000, no urbanized areas are identified in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.) 
  
AMERICA, SOUTH 
 
Argentina: Populated centres with 2 000 or more inhabitants. 
Bolivia: Localities of 2 000 or more inhabitants. 
Brazil: Urban and suburban zones of administrative centres of municipalities and districts. 
Chile: Populated centres which have definite urban characteristics such as certain public and municipal services.  
Ecuador: Capitals of provinces and cantons. 
Falkland Islands (Malvinas): Town of Stanley.  
Paraguay: Cities, towns and administrative centres of departments and districts.  
Peru: Populated centres with 100 or more dwellings. 
Suriname: Paramaribo town. 
Uruguay: Cities.  
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic: Centres with a population of 1 000 or more inhabitants.  
 
ASIA 
 
Armenia: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Azerbaijan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Bahrain: Communes or villages of 2 500 or more inhabitants. 
Cambodia: Towns. 
China: Cities only refer to the cities proper of those designated by the State Council. In the case of cities with district 
establishment, the city proper refers to the whole administrative area of the district if its population density is 1 500 people 
per kilometre or higher; or the seat of the district government and other areas of streets under the administration of the 
district if the population density is less than 1 500 people per kilometre.  In the case of cities without district establishment, 
the city proper refers to the seat of the city government and other areas of streets under the administration of the city. For 
the city district with the population density below 1 500 people per kilometre and the city without district establishment, if 
the urban construction of the district or city government seat has extended to some part of the neighboring designated 
town(s) or township(s), the city proper does include the whole administrative area of the town(s) or township(s). 
Cyprus: Urban areas are those defined by local town plans.  
Georgia: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
India: Towns (places with municipal corporation, municipal area committee, town committee, notified area committee or 
cantonment board); also, all places having 5 000 or more inhabitants, a density of not less than 1 000 persons per square 
mile or 400 per square kilometre, pronounced urban characteristics and at least three fourths of the adult male population 
employed in pursuits other than agriculture.  
Indonesia: Places with urban characteristics.  
Iran (Islamic Republic of): Every district with a municipality. 
Israel: All settlements of more than 2 000 inhabitants, except those where at least one third of households, participating in 
the civilian labour force, earn their living from agriculture. 
Japan: City (shi) having 50 000 or more inhabitants with 60 per cent or more of the houses located in the main built-up 
areas and 60 per cent or more of the population (including their dependants) engaged in manufacturing, trade or other 
urban type of business. Alternatively, a shi having urban facilities and conditions as defined by the prefectural order is 
considered as urban. 
Kazakhstan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Korea, Republic of: Population living in cities irrespective of size of population.  
Kyrgyzstan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Malaysia: Gazetted areas with population of 10 000 and more.  
Maldives: Malé, the capital. 
Mongolia: Capital and district centres. 
Pakistan: Places with municipal corporation, town committee or cantonment. 
Sri Lanka: Urban sector comprises of all municipal and urban council areas. 
Syrian Arab Republic: Cities, Mohafaza centres and Mantika centres, and communities with 20 000 or more inhabitants.  
Tajikistan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Thailand: Municipal areas. 
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Turkey: Population of settlement places, 20 001 and over. 
Turkmenistan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number 
of inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Uzbekistan: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Viet Nam: Urban areas include inside urban districts of cities, urban quarters and towns. All other local administrative 
units (commues) belong to rural areas. 
 
EUROPE  
 
Albania: Towns and other industrial centres of more than 400 inhabitants.  
Austria: Communes of more than 5 000 inhabitants. 
Belarus: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Bulgaria: Towns, that is, localities legally established as urban.  
Czech Republic: Localities with 2 000 or more inhabitants. 
Estonia: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
Finland: Urban communes. 1970: Localities. 
France: Communes containing an agglomeration of more than 2 000 inhabitants living in contiguous houses or with not 
more than 200 metres between houses, also communes of which the major portion of the population is part of a  
multicommunal agglomeration of this nature.  
Greece: Population of municipalities and communes in which the largest population centre has 10 000 or more 
inhabitants. Including also the population of the 18 urban agglomerations, as these were defined at the census of 1991, 
namely: Greater Athens, Thessaloniki, Patra, Iraklio, Volos, Chania, Irannina, Chalkida, Agrinio, Kalamata, Katerini, 
Kerkyra, Salamina, Chios, Egio, Rethymno, Ermoupolis, and Sparti.  
Hungary: Budapest and all legally designated towns. 
Iceland: Localities of 200 or more inhabitants. 
Ireland: Cities and towns including suburbs of 1 500 or more inhabitants. 
Latvia: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural  workers and their families.  
Lithuania: Urban population refers to persons who live in cities and towns, i.e., the population areas with closely built 
permanent dwellings and with the resident population of more than 3 000 of which 2/3 of employees work in industry, 
social infrastructure and business. In a number of towns the population may be less than 3 000 since these areas had 
already the states of “town” before the law was enforced (July 1994) 
Netherlands: Urban: Municipalities with a population of 2 000 and more inhabitants. Semi-urban: Municipalities with a 
population of less than 2 000 but with not more than 20 per cent of their economically active male population engaged in 
agriculture, and specific residential municipalities of commuters.  
Norway: Localities of 200 or more inhabitants. 
Poland: Towns and settlements of urban type, e.g. workers' settlements, fishermen’s settlements, health resorts.  
Portugal: Agglomeration of 10 000 or more inhabitants.  
Republic of Moldova: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of 
number of inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural  workers and their families.  
Romania: Cities, municipalities and other towns.  
Russian Federation: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of 
number of inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural  workers and their families.  
Slovakia: 138 cities with 5 000 inhabitants or more. 
Spain: Localities of 2 000 or more inhabitants.  
Switzerland: Communes of 10 000 or more inhabitants, including suburbs. 
Ukraine: Cities and urban-type localities, officially designated as such, usually according to the criteria of number of 
inhabitants and predominance of agricultural, or number of non-agricultural workers and their families.  
 
OCEANIA 
 
American Samoa:  Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 persons 
per square mile or more.  Two types of urban areas:  urbanized areas of 50 000 or more inhabitants and urban clusters of 
at least 2 500 and less than 50 000 inhabitants.  (As of Census 2000, no urbanized areas are identified in American 
Samoa.) 
Guam: Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 persons per square 
mile or more, referred to as “urban clusters”. 
New Caledonia: Nouméa and communes of Païta, Nouvel Dumbéa and Mont-Dore. 
New Zealand: All cities, plus boroughs, town districts, townships and country towns with a population of 1 000 or more. 
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Northern Mariana Islands:  Agglomerations of 2 500 or more inhabitants, generally having population densities of 1 000 
persons per square mile or more.  Two types of urban areas:  urbanized areas of 50 000 or more inhabitants and urban 
clusters of at least 2 500 and less than 50 000 inhabitants. 
Vanuatu: Luganville centre and Vila urban. 
 
                                                 
NOTES 
 
1  For further information, see Social and Demographic Statistics:  Classifications of Size and Type of Locality and Urban/Rural Areas. E/CN.3/551, United 

Nations, New York, 1980. 


