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it is a significant improvement from the average of 8 
per cent in 1998. In all regions and sub-regions, the 
share of women is significantly higher compared to 
10 years ago, with the recent proportions more than 
double those of 1998 in most sub-regions. The four 
sub-regions with the highest proportions of women 
ministers in 2008 (Western Europe, Southern 
Africa, South America and Central America) all 

showed improvements of greater than 15 percent-
age points compared to 1998.

Western Europe and Southern Africa led the way 
in women’s representation with an average of 33 
and 30 per cent, respectively, of cabinet appoint-
ments being a woman. Elsewhere women’s repre-
sentation in the cabinet exceeded 20 per cent in all 
sub-regions of Latin America and the Caribbean 
and in the more developed regions outside Europe. 
The average share in Eastern, Middle and Western 
Africa coincided with the global average (17 per 
cent). Eastern Europe, Northern Africa, Oceania 
and all five sub-regions of Asia lagged behind in 
women’s representation among ministers.

At the country level, progress is shown by the 
increase in the number of countries where women 
held at least 20 per cent of ministerial positions: 63 
countries in 2008 (see Statistical Annex) compared 
to only 13 in 1998.20 Worldwide, women’s share of 
ministerial positions in countries ranged from zero 
to 58 per cent in 2008. Countries with the high-
est proportions of female ministers include six from 
Western Europe (three of them Nordic countries), 
three from Latin America and the Caribbean and 
one from Africa (table 5.6).

Progress, however, bypassed some countries. In 
2008 there was no female minister at all in nine 
countries21 (see Statistical Annex). This number 
is slightly lower than the 14 countries in 1998.22 

20  United Nations, 2000.
21  Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Myanmar, 
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Singapore and Solomon Islands.
22  United Nations, 2000.

Table 5.5
Countries with a woman Head of State or 
Government, by region, as of April 2009

Head of State Head of Government

Africa

Liberia Liberia

Mozambique

Asia

India Bangladesh

Philippines Philippines

Latin America and the Caribbean

Argentina Argentina

Chile Chile

Haiti

More developed regions

Finland Germany

Ireland Iceland

Republic of Moldova

Ukraine

Source:  Compiled by the United 
Nations Statistics Division from 
country reports.

Table 5.6
Countries with highest proportion of women 
ministers, 2008

Country
Percentage 

of women ministers

Finland 58

Norway 56

Grenada 50

Sweden 48

France 47

South Africa 45

Spain 44

Switzerland 43

Chile 41

El Salvador 39

Source:  Inter-Parliamentary Union and United Nations Division for 
the Advancement of Women, Women in Politics: 2008 (2008).
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Source:  Computed by the United 
Nations Statistics Division based 
on data from United Nations, 
The World’s Women 2000: 
Trends and Statistics (2000); and 
Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
United Nations Division for the 
Advancement of Women, Women 
in Politics: 2008 (2008).
Note:  Unweighted averages. No 
data for Eastern Asia 1998.

Figure 5.2
Share of women among ministers, by region, 1998 
and 2008




