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INTRODUCTION
1.

It has been an established practice in Hong Kong since 1961 to conduct a population census every ten years and a by-census in the middle of the intercensal period.  The aim of conducting population censuses is to obtain up-to-date benchmark information on the socio-economic characteristics of the population and on its geographical distribution.  They provide benchmark data for studying the direction and trend of population changes.  The data are key inputs for making projections concerning population, household, labour force and employment.  Such information is vital to the Government for planning and policy formulation, as well as to the private sector for business areas.  In Hong Kong, the next Population Census will be conducted in 2011.
2.

The next Population Census in Hong Kong will be conducted in the period from 30 June to 2 August 2011 (to be last for 34 days).  An extensive consultation exercise has been conducted to seek public views on data topics and various aspects of the planning work for the 2011 Population Census.  A number of organisations including academic institutions, chambers of commerce, non-government organizations, government bureaux and departments were involved.  The data topics to be covered by the 2011 Population Census (of which statistics will be compiled for dissemination) have taken into account views and suggestions put forward in the earlier extensive public consultation.  Data topics included, which are not generally covered by other data sources are relevant and meet users’ need. 
DETERMINATION OF THE SCOPE AND FORM OF CENSUS DATA DISSEMINATION
3.

Based on the past censuses/by-censuses, the following factors are taken into consideration when determining the scope and form of census data dissemination, viz. 

(i) Usefulness of data;

(ii) Convenience and ability of users to use and interpret the statistics properly;
(iii) Technology advancement;

(iv) Data confidentiality;
(v) Public awareness and accessibility of users.
4.

In the past population censuses, consultations were made with major users including government bureaux and departments, academics and other organizations before the determination of the scope of data to be disseminated in the population censuses.  In the consultations, users were invited to comment on the data dissemination plan, which proposed products and services to be delivered, release schedule and list of core tabulations so that the census outputs could meet the needs of users as far as possible.  Proposal of specific requirements of statistical tabulations as well as suggestions on the ways of classification of categorical variables for reporting and the width of access to the census data were also invited.  After all, data users could know better what kind of data and in what form were desired.
5.

To meet the divergent needs of data users, the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) of the Hong Kong, China adopts a multi-pronged strategy to disseminate census data through different media for different user groups, emphasizing the service principles of friendly access and prompt delivery.
6.

There would be a press conference to announce the summary findings of the census/by-census, so as to draw attentions of the general public and mass media.  A series of core tabulations would be prepared for easy and quick reference of the public, in which most of the information of the general interest could be found.
7.

In addition, analytical publications would be published to provide more in-depth information.  Apart from characteristics-based and area-based analysis, thematic-based analysis covering various population subgroups such as the youth, the elderly, ethnic minorities, and more in-depth analysis of social issues such as income disparity were produced.  Given the growing popularity of electronic media to disseminate results, all publications are freely available on C&SD’s website for public consumption.

8.

In terms of technology used for census data dissemination, the census products in Hong Kong have been evolved from pre-defined statistical tables and CD-ROM bundled with GIS software to facilitate spatial analysis in early 1990s to the more dynamic modes nowadays.  Specifically, we have rolled out two interactive applications on our website in 2008 with the aid of GIS mapping tool to cater for different segments of users.  For the general public, the “Statistics on Map” dashboards offers users better visualization through presenting statistical data in a vivid manner.  For the more sophisticated users, the Online Interactive Data Dissemination System (IDDS), which was implemented on C&SD’s website in September 2007, allows them to build statistical tables, charts and maps of the 2006 Population By-census according to their own specific requirements.   

9.

The C&SD also renders professional assistance and produce tailor-made tabulations to researches conducted by the academic community or external parties upon request.  They can acquire statistics more detailed than those contained in standard tabulations.  For academic users demanding more in-depth analysis of census data, they can approach C&SD to apply for access to the sample datasets of the Population Census/By-census.  
10.

Certainly, data confidentiality is a main concern for C&SD, hence the tailor-made tabulations can not be up to the level of analysis is considered not permissible having regard to the consideration of data confidentiality and statistical precision.  Moreover, all record identifiers in the sample datasets have been removed to ensure that particulars of individual households and persons cannot be identified.
11.

In case researchers wish to have access to the full dataset of the Population Census/By-census, they can apply for self-help tabulation services (STS) at the premises of C&SD.  As STS demands in-depth knowledge of the census/by-census data items, such as definition, coverage, classification, etc., and sufficient statistical knowledge of the users, hence, it is confined for restrictive user to government bureaux and departments (in particular those with statistical staff) and the academics.  Other users are advised to make use of the tailor-made tabulation services.
12.

Besides, re-disseminating official statistics through business partnership with the business community is a strategic move to promote the wider use of statistics in the community.  Over the past few years, the C&SD has entered into agreement with several international and local business organizations.  Among others, a more notable application in the area of GIS application on census data was the collaboration with a commercial firm where statistics from Population Census/By-census compiled at building group and large street block group levels were disseminated freely to the public.
13.

We aim at providing users with a wide range of census data products that are of high quality, easy to access and user-friendly.  A combined approach, striking a balance between the requirements for print and electronic products, is adopted in the dissemination of census findings.  To formulate the data dissemination plan for the 2011 Population Census of Hong Kong, consultation on the output requirements will be conducted with prospective data users in the coming period.  With due reference to the dissemination programme for the past censuses/by-censuses, the scope and form of disseminating the 2011 Population Census results are being reviewed.
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