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Introduction

The Zimbabwe National Statistical Agency-ZIMSTAT (formerly Central Statistical Office) is guided in its operation (including data dissemination strategies) by the Census and Statistics [Chapter 1:27]. According to the Act, ‘the Director General shall ensure the results of any census or statistical survey whose quality and accuracy have been ascertained; and whose confidentiality has been secured; is released for the general dissemination, whether by publication in the Gazatte or by any other means’.

Data Accessibility
Census data in Zimbabwe is disseminated with the users’ needs in forefront and the publishing system is being designed accordingly. Timelines and user-friendliness are the key words for the dissemination. Since most users of the data are not trained in statistics nor technically oriented, the presentations and language is to be kept as simple as the subject permits. 

Customized tabulations are made according to user-specific demands. The data is presented in a lexivisual form (text, tables, maps and graphs in combination). It is with high expectation that a preliminary report is made available to users within the first month of data cleaning. This report is mostly descriptive and with limited comparisons within a district. Thereafter, (within three months) a final report is produced. This report contains all relevant information as spelt out in the tabulation plan. This includes inter-district comparisons. All basic tables generated from census data are made available in print and electronic formats. Other additional tables (adhoc-user specific data demands) are generated upon requests. 

Resources permitting, the census dissemination team should host dissemination workshop down to sub national levels, say districts. The target group includes the local authorities and various organizations and the general population. 
The ZIMDAT database (run on DevInfo) is a strategic dissemination strategy for indicators (census) which are crucial for administrators, program managers and other decision makers. Another complimentary database to be launched is the redatum Sp+. Redatum Sp+ is a database management tool that administrates large volumes of microdata with hierarchical (geographical) structure down to the enumeration area or village without violating confidentiality. It was developed to promote access to and analysis of census and other data for informed decision making. Both ZIMDAT and Redatum have important features that allows for spatial analysis.
Confidentiality
The current Census and Statistics [Chapter 1:27], like the previous Census and Statistics Act (Chapter 79) no report containing particulars comprised in any statistical return such as will identify the particulars of the person by whom or on whose behalf the return was made shall be disclosed to anyone who is not employed in carrying out the provisions of this Act without written permission of the person by whom or on whose behalf the return was made.

Employees engaged in the enumeration will be required to observe the provisions of the Zimbabwe Official Secrets Act (Chapter 97) which, in short, forbids by the following sections: -

· To indulge in any espionage activities prejudicial to the safety of Zimbabwe.

· To communicate information on any secret official code or password or any model, article, document or information given to him/her under oath of secrecy.

· To perform any acts which are prejudicial to the safety or interests of Zimbabwe.

· To obstruct people guarding certain prohibited places or loitering near such prohibited places.

· To harbour or conceal certain persons and failing to report information relating to foreign agents who are likely to prejudice the safety or interests of Zimbabwe. 

· To communicate with foreign agents proof of certain facts which may be useful to an enemy in his/her endeavors against Zimbabwe. 
The breaching of any of the foregone provisions will constitute an act of misconduct for which the perpetrator may be found guilty and liable to punishment.

Copyright
According to Wikipedia (the free encyclopedia), Copyright are exclusive rights granted to the author or creator of an original work, including the right to copy, distribute and adapt the work. Copyright does not protect ideas, only their expression or fixation. In most jurisdictions copyright arises upon fixation and does not need to be registered. Copyright owners have the exclusive statutory right to exercise control over copying and other exploitation of the works for a specific period of time, after which the work is said to enter the public domain. Uses which are covered under limitations and exceptions to copyright, such as fair use, do not require permission from the copyright owner. All other uses require permission and copyright owners can license or permanently transfer or assign their exclusive rights to others. (QUOTE WEB SITE)
Today copyright laws have been standardized to some extent through international and regional agreements such as the Berne Convention and the European copyright directives. Although there are consistencies among nations' copyright laws, each jurisdiction has separate and distinct laws and regulations about copyright. National copyright laws on licensing, transfer and assignment of copyright still vary greatly between countries and copyrighted works are licensed on territorial basis. Some jurisdictions also recognize moral rights of creators, such as the right to be credited for the work. (QUOTE WEB SITE)
The Zimbabwe National Statistical Agency does not have prescribed copyright directives per se. However, the Census and Statistics [Chapter 1:27] gives some few restrictions. According to the Act, no person shall for his or her personal gain, directly, or otherwise, make use of any information which has come to his knowledge in the exercise of his or her functions in terms of the Census and Statistics Act. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in one of the subsections, the Minister may in writing, authorizes the disclosure of information. However, this disclosure requirement does not apply to information that has already been published or information that is available on a database lawfully accessible to the public.
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