Civil Registration in Belize

In Belize the Vital Statistics Unit (VSU) of the General Registry is charged with the
responsibility of registering the following major and other related events which occur in
Belize.

1. Births

2. Deaths

3. Marriages
4. Adoptions
5. Deed Polls

The governing law for the registration of births and deaths is the Births and Deaths Act,
Cap 157 and Subsidiary Laws of Belize.

The law provides for registration of births and deaths to be carried out by officers of the
VSU office, appointed Deputy Registrars in the various districts or by Magistrates in the
judicial districts. Currently though, the magistrates no longer register these events as
we now have Registration Clerks stationed at all main hospitals in each districts. Note
the appointed Deputy Registrars are required to submit the relevant registration
documents to the registry for actual registration; entry into the registers and database.

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS

Once a person is born in Belize he or she is entitled as of right to be registered and
included in the country’s VS and to enjoy all benefits associated therewith.

It is important for me to mention at this stage that it is the responsibility of parents to
register their children soon after birth. The law provides for registration of the birth of a
child to take place within 42 days after birth and no later than a year. However, this
does not mean that registration cannot take place after the 42 days have lapsed as
there is also provisions for late registration. What this means is that even though the
prescribed or a substantial period may have lapsed without a child being registered,
registration can nonetheless take place. However, the ideal situation for everyone, that
is, parent, child and the country is for registration of births to take place a soon after
birth as possible.

Place

Registration generally is done by Registration Clerks at the VSU offices located at the 7
major hospitals in the country. A major hospital is located in each district (of which
there are 6, save and except for Cayo District which has 2 main hospitals, 1 in San
Ignacio Town and the other in the capital, Belmopan.

Time



At the hospitals the Clerks are required to make daily visits to the maternity wards to
encourage new parents to register their new born before leaving the hospital. Once the
parent is prepared to register the new born, the Clerks does so using the “Live Birth
Registration” form which captures all the relevant information and is also completed by
an authorized medical personnel usually, a doctor The information is thereafter
recorded in a physical Births Register and later entered into VS electronic database
system. There is no fee levied for the registration of birth within the 42 days prescribed
by law.

At times, however, efforts to register a new born can be challenging as parents may be
reluctant to register the child for many reasons. Such reasons could include the
absence of the father (cases in which parents are not married to each other) and mother
wants the father's name to be on the birth certificate. For this to occur the father is
required to sign the registration form along with the mother. Another reason is that a
parent or both does not have an ID and is unable to produce one at any time because
he or she is an illegal immigrant and is reluctant to disclose such status or simply does
not possess an ID. Other times mothers would say that they have not decided on a
name for the child and would want the father to be involved in the name selection
process. So there are many hinderances to this type of early registration. One way we
have tried to address this situation is to encourage the health officials to complete the
form and our clerks to obtain contact information from the parent so that we can
followup on the registration of the child. It is important to mention that under section 19
of our laws, a child can be registered without a name and a name can be provided at a
later date.

We like many other countries also face many other challenges to ensure 100%
registration (currently has approximately 94%) mainly due to access to registration
offices by people living in remote areas of the country. This situation also contributes to
late registration.

Late Regqistration of Births

Registration of birth can occur anytime outside the prescribed period and where more
than a year has passed, the registration of that birth is governed by section 18 of the Act
which provides for the registration to be done under the written authority of the Registrar
General. For registration to occur, the informant has to complete a late registration form
and must provide evidence to the satisfaction of the Registrar that the birth occurred in
Belize by the person named as the mother.

Fee

Upon completing an application for late registration, a minimal administrative fee of BZD
$8.50 is payable. Note that since 2007, the penalty fees initially imposed by law for late
registration was statutorily removed.

However, a person who is mandated under law to provide information for the
registration of a birth and fails to do or so can, upon summary conviction, be fined a
maximum of BZD$1,000.00. This applies to a person who is obliged to register a child



and fails to do so, is summons by the Registrar (within 1 year after birth) to appear to
give information about the birth of a child and fails to so provide or willfully upon being
questioned by the Registrar, refuses to answer questions about the birth of a child.
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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS

Place

Similarly registration of deaths are carried out by the Registration Clerks stationed at the
major hospitals upon receiving the original or a certified copy of the Medical Certificate
of Cause of Death issued by a doctor, if the person died at the hospital. If a person died
at home, the following persons can register the death.

1. Arrelative present at the time of death

2. Every person present at the time of death

3. The occupier of the house where death occurred if he has knowledge or

4. A person causing the body to be buried (this includes a funeral Home)

The information once received, is inserted on a manual form referred to as a Counter
Blotter (which must be signed by the informant), the information is then recorded in a
register for deaths and thereafter entered into the electronic VS database.

Time

Under law, the registration of a death should be done within four days after death
occurred or as soon as is practicable.

Late Registration

Late registration of deaths is permissible on the same terms and conditions which
applies to late registration of live births.

Fee
Similarly as in birth, no fee is charged for registration of a death except for late
registration where a minimal administrative fee of BZD $8.50 is payable.
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Place

All still births are registered by the Registration Clerks. Before the entry is made into
the still birth register, the informant must present one of the below documentation and
complete and sign the Counter Blotter for still birth:

1. Certificate that the child was not born alive, signed the relevant authority (
government medical officer or registered mid-wife who was present at time of
death or has examined the body.

2. A proper executed declaration stating that no government medical officer or
registered practitioner or midwife was present at the time of birth or to examine
the body and that the child was not born alive.

The data as to the still birth is then entered into the electronic database.

Time

Registration of a still born must be done within the time prescribed for registration of live
births and in default of so doing, the conditions for late registration similar to live birth
situation applies. However, a person who buried or caused to be buried the body of a
still born, shall, no later than 7 days after such burial, provide the registrar with such
information.

Fee

No fee is charged for the registration of a still birth or penalty fee for late registration of a
still birth. However, the same legal consequences which apply for failure to register or
provide information for registration of a live birth apply to non-reporting of a still birth.
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REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES




Registration of marriages is governed by the Marriage Act, Cap 174 of the Laws of
Belize.

Place
Marriages are registered at the main office in Belize City upon the presentation of the
Duplicate Original Marriage Register by the marriage officer.

Time for Registration

A marriage must be registered by the marriage officer who performs it within the first 10
days of the following month by transmitting a copy of the Duplicate Original Marriage
Register to the Registrar.

Fee & Late Reqistration

The registration of a marriage is free of charge and similarly no penalty fee is attached
to late registration but under section 72 of the Act, upon summary conviction, a fine not
exceeding $400.00, can be imposed on a marriage officer for failure to register a
marriage.
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Velda Flowers
Registrar General
velflo@wyahoo.com




