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Addis Ababa, 2-5 December 2014
Conclusions and Recommendations

The workshop was attended by civil registrars dfidial statisticians from seventeen English spagki
countries, as follows: Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopiapn®ia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambigue, Namibia,
Nigeria, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, TamaaUganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The participants expressed their appreciatioroth the United Nations Statistics Division and Afgcan
Centre for Statistics of ECA for a timely organimatof this workshop as the latest revision of giffes and
recommendations for a vital statistics system wasigsued by the United Nations Statistics Divisind
the proximity of the next African Ministerial Comfce on civil registration and vital statisticsheduled
for February next year.

As comprehensive as they are, the workshop notg#culiar circumstances in Africa might necessisan
addendum to the global principles and recommendsaiivorder to reflect those realities. It was ¢i@re
concluded that the initiative to develop such agesdium within the overall frame and principlesha t
global recommendations need to be considered b @#e focusing on procedures for registering orphan
hood, legal guardianship, storing and retrievakgistration records and ensuring confidentiality o
individual information in African circumstances.

The workshop noted the list of recommended coresdpr vital events that need to be collectediwi ¢
registration and processed in vital statisticeolicluded that each African country should makéhal|
efforts to comply with the international standaadspresented in the principles and recommendatiodso
implement them to the fullest extent possible.

Turning the attention to civil registration as eledited in the principles and recommendations aaddbent
developments in Africa, the workshop noted withs§attion that, since the inception of the African
Ministerial Conferences in 2010 a visible progreas been achieved at both national and regionel &d
that the momentum generated then is going strdfag, as evidenced by the national presentatioesstite
of the art of civil registration and vital statigtiis far from homogenous across the region — vimie
number of countries the civil registration showgn#ficant improvement, in certain countries it gl ®n
unstable foundations. Consequently, efforts nedgbtimtensified at all different technical and atiemal
planes, primarily through political settings at thighest possible level.

The workshop discussed at length the role of cagistration in the process of certification of taises of
death. It noted the international recommendatian tthis role consists of ensuring that the cedtfan of
the cause of death by a trained medical practitimpart of the death registration record andua$ $s
transmitted to the statistical office for furtheppessing. Acknowledging that national practiceéfinca
somewhat differ, the workshop concluded that tlpeaetices need to be re-visited and possibly aefjutt
comply with the international standards.

Similarly, the workshop also noted internation@la@mendations as well as resolution of the FirsicAh
Ministerial Conference on CRVS regarding the cdsegistration — registration should always be foée
charge and issuance of the first certificate a$. vieknowledging that national practices vary quite
significantly, the workshop concluded that thisisseeds to be presented to the national stakeba@dd
all efforts should be made to comply with interoatil recommendations and African Ministerial
Conference resolutions.



8. The participants emphasized the importance of cgimgplith international recommendations in terms of
the government obligation to finance civil regifsa while noting at the same time that this is thet case
by far. They concluded that this issue regardimgabmmitment of the African governments to provide
regular, continuous and sufficient financing forilciegistration needs to be submitted to the Third
Ministerial Conference through appropriate mechasis

9. Coordination between institutions responsible foil cegistration, vital statistics, public healifstitutions,
home affairs, social services, development partaedsa host of other stakeholders remains a cootesnt
issue in a number of African countries. This cooation requires considerable investments in terinisne
and all other resources and is thus necessaryrig thiis issue to the Ministerial Conference thitopgoper
channels. This is particularly necessary in terfrsynchronizing relevant legislation frameworksiwilc
registration and official statistics.

10. The workshop concluded that the technical coopmdietween countries in the region significantly
increased. It also concluded that in order to awugigitfalls previously experienced by other coiegy this
practice should be strengthened and expandedefdaime time, and especially from the point of vidw
implementing the revised international principlesl aacommendations, regional institutions, SucE@A,
need to consider establishing a pool of expertdifferent themes that can assist countries.

11. Participants discussed at length the implementatid®RVS assessment tool developed by ECA and
implemented in a number of countries participaahthis workshop. The tool has been recognized as
appropriate and timely, albeit complicated and sones repetitive. The workshop concluded that tuoé t
represents a step in the right direction; thatighinbe improved along the lines of the discussand that it
needs to be customized for national purposes as sime does not fill all”.

12. Following the presentation outlining consideratd@gin the availability of even the basic demogi@ph
statistics for international purposes, the worksbopcluded that there needs to be a thorough review
circumstances that result in statistics submittetthé United Nations being limited to the poinnoh-
existing — whether this is due to the lack of naglacapacity to produce requested statistics olattieof
capacity to report it to the United Nations.

13. Recognizing the critical impact the use of conterappinformation and communication technology has i
the functioning of civil registration and produciunigal statistics, the workshop noted with satisitaic the
efforts of ECA and UNSD in the development of tipelated guidelines and handbook for the use of ICT i
CRVS and encouraged their release as early adpmsSimultaneously, the workshop noted with concer
that across the continent a number of projectsiaderway in the use of mobile devices for civilisggtion
that might not necessarily follow the internatiormdommendations in terms of registration proceslarel
collection of topics. In that context, the workshegpressed its expectation that these issuesiaegira
through appropriate channels at the next minidteciaference.

14. The workshop debated, time and again, the issaea#ssibility of civil registration offices and fttrons in
Africa, emphasizing it as a crucial and most caitimpediment to the improvement of coverage and
effectiveness of civil registration and, conseqglyemjuality and coverage of vital statistics. Ackriedging
that accessibility is not an isolated issue, btitera function of many of the dimensions of credjistration,
such as the number and location of local registansts of registration and travel, awarenessehted to
register and so forth, the workshop neverthelegsgubto accessibility as one of the major topastfie
forthcoming ministerial conference.



