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.. " USu 01' VI'l'URICOa1)s.un 8'1'a'1'~'~J:ca;;:":,·",. 
roR8acI.l.L AND BCoIfOMIC',bftBLOPMJ:NT: '.,.oO~ ~ :~:' ' 

", , ... t··,,·, i'"' , .~ .. <.. ~ 

'l'her ....... 1a". ·iD virtual1y.avery OouDtry for ,~'tb. ;tegi.ir;.t:Loll··'O~: 
vital eVeilt.~ 'lbful. zoegistued e".t. provide priM fac:;,.'avi4ab.ee':) 
at U,,~~~til' .OUt t¥·'.".t· and:' ~out:.tl\e z:i.l.tion.b.lp"be~,,~~,: 
thos. ll1w1".cl. a. 1efal docwaents, the' 1l1cU.vldual ·racorel. are' 
placecl ill; • penaanent repo.1tozy to be retrieved when 1:her":'i. a' 
requea-t for' ., copy of'-the record foZ'vaZ'iouajuricU,aal ceS'" 
acSll1niatratlve u.... ' , 
At 'the'tllDe of regiatratiOJl, ~,local regiatrar "ill 81*0 racord,' 
vu1ou. it: ... 'of·. ct"'gJ:aph:1c aftcI h.alth :1.~tuoe in the ca.. ~f.~ 
live btrt~., ~.tha ~t~l::·da.tb. ;'for the ,.,., •• ~f.COllP~li·Il!.: 
na1:.icmal. vi'tal s1:ati.'tl:cf.·~~In • n\11d»u 'of coUlltrie., 'c.e racor~, 
...... bo~ 'legal _el .tati.tic.lpurpo •••• Adclitionalcopie. of 
'the .'\o:at:1.t1.c.l record My be IIILdefor adall1i.trative and 'progr~ 
"... of variOUs gbvarDaeDtal 'agenc:1... '.' , ." 

Tb. 'purpo.. of ay pre.entation:1. to .entiou briefly thavar.1ou.' 
u ••• ' of v:i!talr."ecor4. aDcl 8tat1.tic., ~'therol. 'theya:i:'e, playing 
ia the'li •• of i.iadiv14ual citis.na and in the .oCia1 and 8COooIDic' 
div.l~t of OOUI\ui... - . "', 

" 

Let .. fi~.1: tu. uP the u ••• of the raco~d of live birth., "''tti.~', 
IlU'rtag •• ,'ai\d clivo"*. for 'the iftCli vidual. ;, '!'h... cJoCU8aliaDta' 
cOIUltl tut. Foot of the fac't, '"the 't1ae, and the plac. of occurrence' 
of 1:b.e e".'I:. Alao, they cODtain oth.r :l.Dfomation requ:1red foZ' 
•• tablillb!Df cenain' ':_lat1cmo1p. ~ch a.paz-entage, 1agi tiaaey 
,and aependency. ' , 

1 ... ure '.tbat all of us hu. have uperlenced .cae nee.« fQr v.i~a,l\ 
Z1af:Ord .. ; I Deeded • copy of lay birth certificate •• , pZ'oof ,ot 
C,i't::1aenahip v~ ~,appli.d for my civ:11 .ervi.c:e po.itton and' ~., 
1 '8pp11-. for lay' ,f:1r.t p •• lIPort. I bad to produce ~ir~ 
cezotificat •• ail proof Qf age for IIY ch:11=_ for .. _i •. lon top-ad.' 
achool. I Daacs.d'.'Copy of ay biZ'th ceZ't:1f1cate •• proof of .,. 'to 
quali'" fQX' .1' p¥s:1on .t my r.tir~t and f()r: 81)', .0c:1a1 .,ecuri.'t;y , 
~flt ... ':1 ll8ec1ed' a c~rt!ficate of .. rri~ge, to, .~ow 'that mY. ~pou~~ 
wa. e1:1gil;l. foZ' aw:vivor'. benefit iD the event of laY 4eath; .. , "-t,:: 
t:h.- 1:iae of ray' dllath', .7 .'UZ'ViYor."1I will nHa G*rt:ified copie.' ofiaY." 
u.th c:e:r;o1:ifieat.' for a nWlbtu:' of purpo •••• uch' ••• 1:capping. P.~~' 
o,'.y p~.:10ft and aocial •• CUZ'ity ben.fits , to collaot Oft aY lif.' 
tnaUl:'ancie pOlicta. at the tiae of ay death; and .t8l:'1; aon1:h~i, 
:p.~t. of' .,,"ivor btmafit. to laY wife. a.levant, ,,:1t.l recoZ'~.t 
utirequir.d bafOre • persOll "can Z'ece1.ve aft inheritanca. A divO~4l:' 
~d' OZ' a dea'th cutif:1c*te' fOr the apou •• ia "Z'equJ,x-ed ·toz.: 
puaOll."ho viah 'tor-rxy ~' The.e and other u... ara' ift, 'th4t 
ew.zoct •• : of oUZ" basic b~'and civil right.. ' .' , 

..... ; 
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Vital record_,, a~'.l.~' ~"a~ap:u.ibl~'·for 'upclati~Ii,,~*fic.t.al filea of 
various ~iDdil.uch ail population regiatar:a, fileaaf p.raonal 
identity ayat_a, aocial .eCUJ:!ty ro,te:r,s, ,and electoral roll •• In 
the ••. 9 ... ,," the bi~th:r:.cord.~'O~;j~"~~!l~~v,~4ual coDII,titut~a"zo~of 
of ·.ge. '''ttlat ia, vb-.n., an il'ldf~fi.l'~. el!glbla, to vote, to 
r.a.iv. an identity c:ard. o:r: to raceive carta in b.anefits. The d •• ~ 
zoecord i.: u •• d to purge the .yst.. of ineligible individual. to 
prev8l'l-t unauthorised ... u ••. of' peraonal idutity. ClaZ'cllJl, ill~ga~.; 
exarci •• of *. vo'ting franCllise,"fr.udul8Dtrecelpt of beruafi1:a, 
etc.' .... , 

_lroth'records ara. baing used to, idut:l.fy newborns to be carild':for 
at "ell baby 'clinic.: b.b:l.e. born with certain birth def.Glt. uy ba 
referred to a cr:lipple4 children'. program: and 811 live-bOZ"Jl. babi~j' 
.. y ba followed up for i ... uni •• tion against variou8' cbildhood 
~1 ..... s. A death reC9rd r.porting cert.in virulent di •••••• uk •• 
joalU.ble -tb. inve.tigation of c:a •• ~ to prevent the apr.ad of ~ •. eli...... Al.o, death reco:r:ds are b"ing U8ed a. the bttginningan,« 
erid poin~. of'epid_iological studi ••• With :r:e.-pectto .tilti.tica 
cOiapiled' froa birth and death record. ~ especi.lly tbe latter. they 
az.. Indi.panaable to he.lth progr ... by providing quentit.t1ve balil. 
fOlf' 'ttl. ct81ineatian of haal th probl"., for planning and directing 
p:r:ogr ... for iaproving the public: health, and for evalu.ting heath 
progr •••. : Many participant. of the WHO Program of Health for All bl 
at .. V.ar2000a;r* pt-obablypainfully awara of tbehaDd:lcap of not 
uving ad.ate· aortallty .tatistic.to concluct aft4 aonitor bea1 ~h 
prbgr .. ain Haal th for' All by the Y.ar 2000. '.' , . . .' 

. a .ocial progrUl of _jor importance in the developing countri •• i .. 
f_ily planning. Un~ontroli.d popul.tion growtb i.probably iEhe 
__ a"t.st: uageyof lDCaarn tiae.Here, vit.l statistic. provide t~ 
ba*icdat:a for .... uring the DlagDitwia of population grOWth, , &Ad 
lert:U:ity 8tattat:ic8 will identify ttM. .~t8of the population 
1iIith··the p-.ate.t Dead for. fiUlily plarming. I'or information 011 the 
uae of. and lmowledga about, contraceptive _thoda. follow baCk 
.urv.y. em r.gistered birth. may be conducted, or ,an independent 
kD,0wledgei,' *ttitude' andpract~a'- (DP) atudy can be .. de.·. " 

'1'ha plan.ning . for the economic d.velOpment of a coUntry t. 
in.xtricably bound up with the' future size and diat:r:ibution of -the 
popul.tiQn,· and fraq1.l~tly with: the' ag. coapoaition of the 
population. The conatruction of pUblic u-tiliti.. for • community 
such a. ~atar 8upplYi·· •• wage cUapo •• l, ga. _iD., ancl power aupply 
'ret,uire 1!' ••• oDably accurate populat:l.on.· praject:l.ons in order that 
the 'faci lities will have' auffioient o.paci ty to serve future 
populatiem8. Ther. are other . prabl_s' such a. provi~iD9 neec18d 
c~i t}T' .a1:'ViCaa such .s 1108p1 tal and' h.al th center.. '!'bue n •• a • 
. 'to be plaftllingfor the const*uction of .chool. and', training ·of 
teacher. 'far the ••• chools.Thea. :r:equire pzoOjectiODS of the bizoth 
rata in arder to e.1:1 .. 1:. the nu.ber of children .t various gr.ae 
level. expected in:. futurey •• X".·. 'or' mo.t of the.e purpo.es,. d .• t. 
a1: the':~:1ty level are~ needMdrai:her thaD national or 
'pi:-oviDcial .t:atistics ~ ,Then;' there are tbo.. inttiar •• te4 in . 
a-ography, the study-of population. ,their n •• d." for" data 
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.8DC ...... ·· ••• ·'.;a. Ji~. ' •• pec:t. 0'1', Y .. i tal.J·:.tdi.'tiG.)~t. :i. •• ;:~·:t •. tili tI" i 
1tOJ:'t.~l'tt I~i.,e "anci'cJit'tJrc. 4ita','U*ual1y' ,~;p~:~cI~.pli' c 
atatl., ~ :t.... stud!e. , it: i., ~rtant ~'f';~:i,.J..tra't101l 
oover~": be ,co.pl.tt!t so 'tIla't 'the t:r:tinda and 4~~~.r~~~~,. can ba 
iDt.r:p~t4ad . w~:th .a.e colif~d~ce. . "; :7;' ':,. 

In QOWltriea like the Un! t.d Stat •• , there ia donaidf.¢ab.t'. cte.and 
for vital .tatitt:ic. fra. the private sector. 'The intaat foraul. 
-.04 baby' food lMftufacturer wou.ld l.ike to Imo" ••.• ~II~ of the 
aaarke1; for: ~ir product.. 'fha, f1lJ:'ll! tun -.nuf'.C1:ur~WC?uld like 
kftow about . new family formation. Th. phaJ:'IUc.u-ticalf'irall are 
concerned about the market for Qawdrug. beingdev.la,.a for the 
tZ'ea~i: of carta ill di •••• e.,and. th.y loolito .tat~.tic. on 
.~\l.e.· of dtta1:b for illfomationOD' this point:.' Aftd tbe'iIOrticiu 
aadth. c •• kAat manufactur.r art', inter •• ted in the 'a .. ttu." tllat occur 
each YtaaJ; ill thelr area. . , 

The •• ar •• olDe of the u. ••• that bavti bean _de of vital rtleord. aDd 
statiatic'. To a large' extent, the rate of dev.lopaent of 'the civil 
regi.tration and vi t.l statistics .yst_ will be deterai".d by the 
u... _d. of vi tal record. and .tati.tic.. Wi tbout the 
awarene.. on the part of tbe public of the importance of th ••• 
nead., tb~e wll1 be little incentive on their part to r~gi.t.Z' 
vital event •• Witbout the dMOp'aphic, public h.alth and other 
prOF" a •• of v!talr.corda and stati.tica, there would be 1ittl. 
j".'t:Lfiaat:l.on for the establishlDaDt and aaiD'ttmance of a civil 
regi.tration .yst_~ vital record. aDd .ta~i.t10. are Dot and. iD 
tIl_elv •• , but are adla1niatrativ., juridical and r •• earch tool. to 
be us.d •. , Tbe u... to wbich they are put, 01." CaD be put, au.t: 
justify them .s sovarDDl8llt functions. The value of the.e tool. ~:lll 
depend gr.atly upon th. coapl_ten... of registration ud t.~ 
quality of the .tati.tical iDforaation. Tbi. will po.. a aeriou. 
probl_ ,for cOl.IAtri.. whar:e regi.trat:Lon of vi t.l event. 1. 
incoapl.te. &ceurate •• tiaate. ADd projection. are difficult to 
__ w:Lthout aD adequate data b •••• On the other ,baDd:, th.re 1. 
IlUch tha1i can be done DOW to p:roaQte the u •• of individual record. 
of vi1:al evants for juridical and .cJalni.tt.ttve purpo •••• 

For .tatistical purpose., the Int.rnational atandards call for 90 
peroent QI: .or. ooapletane •• of regi.tration which 1. one of the. 
tbe goal. of the Int.rnational progr... '!'he lnternatiorual PrOF" 
for the Aaceleratett Improv~t of the Civll RegistratiOl1 and Vital 
81:ati.tic8 Iy.t... recognize. the :I.apor.taDc. of the u.e. of vi tal 
record. aDd' stati.tic. and call. for the participation of th .... jor 
u.ers aD4 pOtutial con.,..ra 1D the refoZ'll and develop.eat o~ the 
oivil .regi.tration .aDd vital .tati.tic. .y.t....Th. 
repr •• utative. of of Ii cia 1 asenci.. .uch.s publiC health, 
econa.ic plaDfting, population r.,i.t.ra, including para~l 
idantificatiOl1 and· eleotoral oo_f •• ion. , aDd f_ily plazmillg 
progr .... hould be brought in to a •• i.t in the drafting of plan. 
for.improving the c!vil regi.trati.on·and vital .tatiatic •• y.~ •• 
Prole •• ions like deaogzo.phy aIld .ociology ahould be invi tad to aaJce 
known their Deed. ~or vital statistic •• The t.port&noe of .erving 
the variou. u... of vital rectord. and .'1:atiatio. cannot M 
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