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USES OF VITAL. ntcouns AND srur:axzcs ?,;;'
FOR socxnn AND ECONOMIC n:vxnovuzuw bnnonnus

o | Iwao M. Moriyams, Ph.D. C
Intornational Institute for vital aagintration .and Stntistia.
: : 9650 nnckvillo rina, ﬁethu-da un 20814 USA * £

Thcr. u‘u laws in virtually ovety ammtry for the r.qi.-trgt:lon o£
vital events. These registered events provide prm facie avidance”
of the facts about the event and shout the relationthip betwaen®
those involved. As legal documents, the individusl records are’
placed in a permanent ropo-itory to be retrieved when there is a°

request for a copy of the record for various juridical - and”
administrative usas.

At the time of r.gistration, the local r.giutrnr will aluo record’
various items ‘of demographic and haalth importance in the case of’
live births, deaths and fétal deaths for the purpose of ealptlingf
national vital statistids.: In a number of countrinl, ons racord
sexves both legal and statistical purposes. Additional copies of
the statistical record miy be made for adninintrative and progran.
uses of various gbvnrannntal agenci.s.~ '

The purpose of my prnentation is to nention brieﬂy the various
uses of vital records and statistics, and the role they are playing
in the'lives of individual citisens md in the tocial and .conon:lc"
d.vclopunt of oountriu _ , , i . ,
Let wme £i:st tak. up the uses of the record of live b:l.rth-, daa‘ths,'l
marriages and divorces for the individual. ‘These documents’
constitute proof of the fact, the tims, and the place of occurrence’
of the event. Also, they contain other information required for
establishing certain’ relation-hipu such as parentage, .'I.agitd.ucy’
and dependcncy ‘

I am sure that all of us here have axperienced some mcd for vita:l.,
records. 1 needed a copy of my birth certificate as proof of
citizcnship when I applied for my civil sexvice position and when
I applied foi my first passport. I had to produce birth
certificatas as proof of age for my children for sdmission to grade’
school. I neaded a copy of my birth certificate as proof of age to
qualify for my pension at my retirement and for my social security
benefits. I needad a ceartificate of marriage to show that my spouse
was eligible for survivor's benefit in the event of my death. .IL'I:‘,,
the time of my death, my survivors will need certified copies ‘of my
daath certificate for a number of purposes such as stopping payunt‘
of ‘my pension and social saecurity benetits, to collact on my life
insurance policies at the time of my desth, and start monthly
payments of ‘survivor benefits to my wife. Ralevant vital records
- are required before a person can receive an inheritence. A divorce

racord or a death certificate for the spouse is required ‘tor
parsons who wish to remairy. These and other uul are in the
cau:cinu of our’ hanic human and civil rights.




Vital records are" ai-o 1ndispensab1- for’ ‘'updating official files of
various kinds such as population registers, files of personsl
identity systems, social sacurity rosters, and electoral rolls. In

these uses, the birth record for _,thﬁ individusal constitutes proof
vidual s eligible to vote, to

- of age. ‘that is, when an in
raceive an identity card, or to rcccivc certain benefits. The death
record is used to purge the system of ineligible individuals to

prevent unauthorized use of personal identity cards, illegal
exercise of the voting franchise, fraudulent Teceipt of bun.fitia

th.

nirth records are being used tc idcntify newborns to be cared for,
at well baby clinica; babies born with cartain birth defects may be

referred to a crippled children's program; and all live-born bables

may be followed up for immunization against various childhood

diseases. A death record raporting certsin virulent diseases makes
possible the investigation of cases to prevent the spread of the
disease. Also, death records are béing used as the beginning and

end points of epidemiological studies. With respect to statistics

compiled from birth and death records, especially the latter, thay
ara indispansable to health programs by providing quantitative base
for ‘the delineation of health problems, for planning and directing
programs for improving the public health, and for evaluating heath
progress. Many participants of the WHO Program of Health for All by
tha Year 2000 are probably- painfully aware of the handicap of not
hnving adsquate mortallity statistics to conduct and nonitor ha.lth
programs in Haalth for All by the Year 2000 ' '

' A social program of major importance in the developing countries is

family planning. Uncontrolled population growth is probably the
 greitast tragedy of modern time. Here, vital statistics provide the
basic datas for measuring the magnitude of population growth, and
!artility statistics will identify the segments of the population
with the greatest need for family planning. For information on the
use of, and knowledge about, contraceptive methods, follow back
surveys on registered births may be conducted, or an 1nd.p.ndcnt
knowledge. attituda and practice (KAP) study can be made.

Thn planning for the economic development of a cuuntry is
inextricably bound up with the future size and distribution of the
populaticn, and frequently with the age composition of the
population. The construction of public utilities for a community
such as water supply, sewage disposal, gas msins, and power supply
‘require reasonably accurate population projections in order that
the facilities will have sufficient capacity to serve future
populations. There are other problems such as providing needed
community services such as hospital and health canters. There needs
‘to be planning for the construction of schools and training of
teachers for these schocls. These require projections of the birth
rata in order to estimate the numbexr of children at various grade
levels expected in future ycazs. For most of these purposes, data
‘at the ‘community level are’ needed rather than national or

provincial statistics. Then, there ara those interested in

demography, the study of population. Their neads for data
, ) A
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;tnc agses” nil ‘aspects of vitaI‘ statistics, tﬁtt i ft:t:lnt

tty warriage and divorce dats, usually’ pdnq»athgraph=c
duta:l..‘l. In these studies, it is important thst the registration
coverage' be complete go that the trends and ditf.:entin Le can be
int.:‘ptct.d w.'lth some con!:l.dene.. ‘ L

In countries like the United States, there is cmidexablo demand
for vitsl statistics from the private sector. The infant formula

and baby food manufacturer would like to know the sixe of the

market for their products. The furniture manufacturer ' ‘would like
know about new family formation. The pharmaceutical firms are
concernad sbout the market for new drugs being developad for the
treatment of certain diseases, ‘and thay look to astatistics on
causes of death for information on this point. And the mortician
and the casket manufacturer are 1ntora-ted in thc duths that occur
each year in their ares. _ e

Thn- axe some of the uses that have been made of vital records and -
statistics. To a large extent, the rate of development of the civil
registration and vital statistics systems will be determinad by the
uses made of vital records and atatistics. ' Without the
awareness on the part of the public of the importance of thase
neaeds, there will be little incentive on their part to rvegister
vital evants. Without the demographic, public health and other
program uses of vital records and statistics, there would be little
justification for the establishment and maintanance of a civil
registration system. Vital records and statistics are not ends in
thesselves, but are administrative, juridical and research tools to
be used. The uses to which they are put, or can be put, must

“justify them as government functions. The value of these tools will

depend ¢greatly upon the complaeteness of registration and the
quality of the statistical information. This will poss a serious
problem for countries where ragistration of vital events is
incomplete. Accurate estimates and projections are difficult to
make without an adequate data base. On the other hand, there is
much that can be done now to promote the use of individual record-
of vital events for juridical and administrative purposes.

For statistical purposes, the International standaxds call for 90
percant or more completeness of registration which is one of the.
the goals of the Intsrnational program. The International Program
for the Accelerated Improvement of the Civil Registration and vital
Statistics Systems recognizes the importance of the uses of vital
records and statistics and calls for the participation of the major
usaers and potential consumers in the reform and development of the
civil registration and wital statistics systems. The
representatives of official agencies such as public health,
economic planning, population registers, including personal
identification and. electorsl commissions , and family planning
programs should be brought in to assiat in the drafting of plans
for improving the civil registration and vital statistics aystems.
Professions like demography and sociology should be invitad to make
known their needs for vital statistics. The importance of sexrving
the various uses of vital records and statistics cannot be
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