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.situational analysis and description-of both the civil
registration:and vital statistics system. It encompasses all
,aspects of their operation such as the legal framework, the
- administrative arrangement and the technical issiues implied.

Abstract

The state of data collection, compilation and

:publication:in&SierraiLeone#iS”in”dire“nééd’ogfréfbrm and

improvement. Methods and practices of data collééfion in
respect of both civil and vital registration systems have to

:.be unified. Ofcourse expansion 'in coverage and- scope is to
-, -be:an ultimate objective of any programme ‘of reforms and

measures designed to accelerate their improvement. ~

.The.presant~report is an attempt to maké”é"tﬁdrough

Moreover, an indept analysis of the public attitude towards
the registration process is portrayed. '

Furthermore, since civil regis*ration operates under a
separate administration from that of the vital statlstics
system, the analysis thus warrant a differential’ account ‘of
each sector. The report highlights in a concise assessment,
the strengths and weaknesses, problems and constraints of
both systems and the identification of important obstacles
to be urgently addressed. Thus, it is but fitting to
construe the document as providing the basic framework and
required information for the formulation of a comprehensive
National Policy to improve the existing state of the
systems. ‘

The Country Report is organized in to four broad
chapters with the fifth as the inherent Conclusions and
Recommendarions. Chapter One provides the General
Background information encompassing the Historical,
Political, Economic, SOCio-éultural and Geographical
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profiles of the country ThlB puts the study in perspective
and is expected to correlate or account for the underlylng
- factors respons1b1e for the exist1ng state of affalrs in the
'“country. 8 : ” o 5

Chapter Two deals’ excluslvely w1th the demographlc
scenario of Sierra Leone and the nature of data collection
at the macro-level The two succeeding chapters (3&4)
depicts indept analysis of the civil reglstratlon and vital
‘'registration systems, respectlvely. F1na11y, the Conclusions
_and Recommendations identify key issues that are to be

" prioritized for an eventual improvement of both systems. A
list of reference materials utilized for the study including
-appendices ‘together comprise the last section of the report.

" PREETOWN
STERRA LEONE
‘OCTOBER, 1994.
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Sierra Leone is 1ocated in the west coast'of Africa

YRR S

:"bordered by Guinea, Liberia and the waters of the Atlantic

| Ocean The country has a tota1 1and area of 71 740 sq km. and

Pl d

Coastiine of 270 Km a10ng the Atlantic Ocean. The rest of

4 2

‘ ”ﬁthe country is divided into three provinces Northern (35 773

1.2

sqg. km.), SOuthern (20 213 sq. km ) and Eastern (15 095 8Q.
km.).

RS DN L

Its climate is of a rainy season "and a dry with ample

»l

suppiy of cold hamattan winds. These two have together

\ k4 »-,»v W

'*generated conditions of high relative humidity, cloudiness,

heavy downpours durins the Wet season ranging betwsen 15 - %0

i
-

centimeters (one ‘of the highest in the region) warm days and

nights o with temperatures exceeding 27%- during the dry

season "The dry season spans between December and Apri1 with

an average annual temperature of about 80°F.

1.3

!

LAND - USE

The land consists of vast arabie 1ands and portions of

J-i

3.

7tropica1 forest Tands ma1n1y in’ the Eastern and Southern

e i3
regions and a range of’ mountains scattered a1l over the
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country. The influencing factor of the climate favors the
SN ;' '—;.r

formation of forests but the 1mpact of human being and their

habits have reduced the space occupied by primary forest from

60% to a meager 5% ofmthe lend area.~ The rest of the land is

20% secondary forest 45% farm bush and the rest have

savannah The major enV1ronmental problems are deforestation

'mand over gra21ng of ferm lands The extensive use of arable

land is hampered by the land tenure system which allocates

land ownership and utilization in the hands of particular

'communities, families and individuals.

BRI

o ‘ .

Sierra Leone s population is composed of seventeen ethnic

iy

groups with a non-native influential Lebanese ﬂand Indian

N "

| communities. ' The _Krios are a minority population of
descendants of freed slaves who were brought in from Nova«

Scotia, the United States, the Caribbean Islands, SOuth

America and some from the high seas of the Atlantic. The

' Cultural mi x of tribes of Sierra Leone and peoples of

neighboring countries have been very extensive though their

'various areas of influence have not been even in the

k geographic, political and economic spheres in the country.

A B v "i. PR

” sierra Leone gained independence from the United Kingdom

LRSI

'Min April of 1961 and became a Republic in 1978 The country

B P R O u,gv,-.
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is divided into four administration regions wj$h{n which are

,§gch‘dj§triCt?@Jsp,hgs within its jqrisdiction,chiafdomé, with

a, total of 148 chiefdoms. Prior to independence the colonial

administrggﬁon_rq]ed indirectly. through the local. paramount

chief who is answerable to ajnfstrigt,ccmmissioner@who in turn

. .answered to the crown colony in the Metropolis..

1.6

THE ECONOMY

Sierra Leone is basically what can be economically

described as a primary producer. The;”economyﬁ thrives on

'exporting minerals 1like unpolished 'alluvial Diamonds,

Bauxite, RQt11eFﬁ;]emnite and the export of cash crop 1like
cdffee, Kola nuts, @Ginger and Paim . kernel. . Its . imports
consist mainly of fuel supply, machinery and food items. Its

industrial base .is weak in that it has not got a "back-bone™

industry like steel mill, thriving tourist business and a

reliable g]pctfjgity generation. Various development plans

 and_§qhoc5progrg@mes have been tried .but failed woefully in

satisfying the country’s basic food nqus,,yhiqhﬁ has its

Hconggqg?nttngg%give_effectsIOn thgvh941th of the population

and hence on labour output. This, put. in the perspective of
an iqgegsgqt rebelvwgn in the southern and Eastern parts of

the country, makes the economic picture more desolate.
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'enoss NATIONAL PRODUCT (GNP)

The domestic economy of the country is based primariiy an

agriculture and extractive 1ndustr1es (mainly diamond

‘ bauxite, gold and rut11e) In 1990 the GNP (Gross NationaT

Product) stood at about Le409 billion (an equivalent of US &

743 Miliion) and the average annua1 growth rate between 1980~

1990 was ~ 1. 6% 4 The sectora1 composition in percent were as

foi1ows:—
Agriculture - 41. 5%
" Industry - 14 ox
Manufacturing - 3. 0%?
'Services‘ -4t Sx}

oy

“;The per capita 1ncome at current prices in 1991 was Le115 500

(and equivaient of Us s 210)

(11) MAJOR AGRICULTURE & INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS

The maJor agr1cu1tura1 products 1nc1ude rice, coffee,

cocoa, paim kerne1 and ginger. Other foods crops‘include-

’ cassava, m111et beans potatoes and fruits. Presentiy export

.
(A "",'1.. ---

crops consist of coffee, cocoa and ginger. Rice which is the

L staple food has not been exported for the Tast two decades due

to 1ow production and h19h consumption rate and the decline in
the ’average"annua1 growth rate in population in the

agricultura1 sector.

In industrial production, the share of manufacturing in

. ;j
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the GDP has been declining from 6X in 1970 to 3% in 1981.

Cohsumer industrial products inélude food, bovif&gOs,'toBacéo

and refined fuel oil. The value of industrial production

- dropped from US $ 30 Million in 1970  to US $ 14 Million in
1991. " This decline is due to the high import content of

£ ?”:ménhfacia}ing'ﬁhdustry”dhﬁ the ﬁigh growth rate of inflation
which jumped up from an average annual rate of 12.5% (1970 -

EAET S

7 80) to 59.3% (1980 - 1991).

(113) FOREIGN TRADE
The external trade and baldnce of payments position is
‘unfavourable. In 1991, exports summed up to US $ 145 Million
‘while imports amolinted to US $ 183 Million. This situation
arose from Tow export prices and the corresponding high import
“prices. The increase in the value of food imports was brought
about partly by ‘thé"fncrﬁisihg pubchas%hé/”pOWar of the
population and rising standardé of 'consumption but has also
contributed to a de§1ine in agricultural activities owing to
the attraction of the population from the land to make
fortunes in alluvia1 diamond mining and other urban commercial

centers.

Government has, within varying periods implemented
meésures aimed at a restoration of a more stabilized pattern
 of agricultural pfoduction. There have been efforts at making

1nvestmonts‘in public and social services (such as schools,




'
]

1nfrastructures) In short since colonial times the economy

et Sy s ST Wi LEy DRI Dt St A

hospitals and roads) and in the development of the economy

3 ¢ L ] AR LI RO

(e g. rural and agricultural development in industries,

¥ P e AT

| strengthening of the services sector through banking and

[T o Ju L

insurance, and the development of the telecommunication/

, A‘

T

of the country has been somehow conditioned to respond to the

b ¥

needs of markets in‘.the 1ndustrialized' First World:
Consequently, it therefore turned out to be an export-oriented
economy to the extent that the natural resource base was
exploited to the benefit of the First World "L |

0ver time, however and inrspite of efforts to achieve
meaningful socio-economic development targets, development
planning seems to have brought about more problems than
solutions large - scale and growing rural/urban 1mbalances,
large numbers of under employed and unemployed, the brain

drain and the ris1ng rate of crime in particularly the urban

centers .

=4




‘mg.jw\ Demogrephlc Characteristics »

Sierra Leone can be demographically described as a young
scountry ccnsideringuthe fact that over 50% of the'populgtjon
are below 20 years “of age. Thﬁs, according to e recent
“country—wide survey conducted by the Central Statistics Office
.in 1992 (Demographic and SOcial Monitcring Survey), puts
‘NSierra Leone into the genera1 descriptive characterist1c cf
.developing countries:. A detailed statistics of themcountry’s

copu1ation;is given in-table 1 balow.
2.1.1 Estimate of the Total Population

;@Q Excluding the two districtchf-Pujehun and Keilahuu (as
‘a resu1t of ‘rebel activities in these regions) and two .towns
of' Kabala and nghurake, tye;estimeged populaticngcf the
country in 1992 was 3.2 million (tcble 2.1). If we should add
.the.199é projected population of‘the;ggcluded areas (according
to theetgss Census result), the estimated total population of
~the entire country comes around 4.tdmil1igp,_fhe population of
- large towns accounts for 31%,_gma11 towns 10% and rura1 areas
59x% of the total 'pcpulatice: shcwing a. high degree of

urbanization since the lest census (1985)
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- percentage .terms...

TABLE 2.1 ATED PO Y_AGE' GROUP
| 'AGE GROUP TOTAL MALES |  FEMALES
1 o0 -o04 478,100 237,903 240,197
1 o5 - 09 " 483104 ‘244,601 238,503
raﬁ31o - 14 ' 350,597 185,227 165,140
1 15 - 19 310,597 - 141,341 169,256 |
20 - 24 236,088 101,450 134,638 |
25 - 29 272,208 114,409 158,169 |
| 30 - 34 222,208 " 101,303 120,905
1 35 - 39" 218,462 105, 887 109,475
| } 40 - 44 156,000 79,447 76,553 |
45 - 49 135,774 77,247 58,228 _l,
| so0- 54 95,812 ‘52,411 43,370
| 55 - 59 70,883 40,656 30,228
l .60 - 64 57,135 27,409 29,726
‘65 PLUS 126,740 66,163 ~ | 60,578
7 TOTAL 3,210,749 '1,575,4847% | 1,635,264

cée, rreetitown

Table 2.2 also, shows the distribution of persons in

fertility and mortality rates. in a v‘deve];o‘pi_ng country with the

It is clearly 111'ustra,tive,_l;of a high

typical . ’'broad bottom’ pyramidal age s_tructurg, ~ In other

,._words,,;git‘,.reyeaflys .a.very large pr:oportfi_.p‘n (41'5):of ,chj'ldr’en‘

(0-14) and a very small proportion of elderly persons (4%).

This age structure can be attributed to the net e_,ffects -of
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fertility, mortality and migration over the years. An emerging
fact from the table again is that the country has to bear the
burden of child care (children'béi@esﬁmo-14uyeafé; which

amounts to 41% of the total population.

R
' TABLE 2.2 PERACENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE POI Y

AGE GROUP AND SEX, SIERRA LEONE - 19 ._
:L' AGE. GROUP | ' TOTAL | MALE FEMALE ]
00 - 04 . ~14,9 s T el s~1
05 - 14 25,9 27.3 2a.7 |
15 - 44 44.1 | a8 | a1 ]
45 - 65 - | 112 L 12,5 9.9 .]
espus | 38 4.2 ° 3.7 |
' | 100.0 .l

‘r.OQ own

e

ﬁ;.}he‘;C§;ﬁf1 sa;—}atio a#wger{sgd,f}oﬁ tab1;f2;1 1s‘§6.3
males per 100 females.' ‘The sex ratio for rural areas is 94.8
compared to 98.8 for (table 2.3) is classed as ’young’ for
large towns it is as low as 6.8% compared to 10.4% and 11.0%
for small towns and ‘small areas respectively. The dependency
ratio which shows how many Hépendiﬁts each 100 persons in the
‘productive population segment must sﬁpport §s given in
‘percentages. Table 2.2 also shows that the country has a
dependéncy ratio of 81% which 1illustrates the economic
'disadvantagas inherent in the population structure. This is

"especially so in small :tQWné' and rural areas (82 and 84




wv. . percents respectively).:

TABLE 2.3

12

DEPENDENCY RATIO AS COMPARED TO THE 1985 CENSUS -

7. COUNTRY AND STRATA.

R o . )
’ | LARGE | SMALL | RURAL | couNTRY | census
 CHARACTERISTICS.. | TOwNs TOWNS ‘AEEAS‘ L .1g§5'
'“ggrcenthgg of total 30.95 [ 9.94 59.11 L
Population _ i » o .}m, o
Sex Ratio ~ |o9s.s |98.0 |94.8 [96.3 [98.7
Percentage of Children |40.2 {40.8 |41.2 |40.8 41.4
| (00 - 14) - o]
1. .Aged.- child Ratio.... .|.6.8 |10.4 j11.0.] 9.7 .. l13.9 |
Dependency Ratio | 75.0 |82.0 |s4.4 |si1.2¢ |s9.4 |
| ependency Ratio 1s estimated at

Sourcé : Central Statistics Office, Freetown.
2.2 + Birth and Death Rates: »
The crude birth rate estimated from the DSMS was 45.42
-live births‘vper*»1000 population. ‘This confirms a high
- fertility rate for the°country.‘A tota?}fertilityﬁrate'of 6.60
--and. Gross reproductidn of 3.25 was reported also. from the
- -survey. The woman:child ratio was also put at 578.-

‘The results of the 1992 DSMS survey shoﬁed-a-highﬂcrudo
i ‘death rate of 31.0 for-the country and high infant mortality
“-rate -of <150 per: 1000 1live births. The infant mortality rate

shows a decline: in mortality levels from 194 in 1985 to 150 in
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1992. The decline is almost 30% which is suggestive of an

improvement in pre-natal care.

- e AT ——

. v 1985 CENSUS AND INDICATORS FOR STRATA V
, FERTILITY INDICATORS | DSMS ’92 | CENSUS | LARGE | SMALL
| - ] 1 es | TOWNS | TOWN

CRUDE!BIRTH RATE | 45 ¢2'w 49.80- | 85.57 46.82- | 403

TOTAL FERTILITY RATE | 6.60 6.42 | 5.15 6W30 :

cnoss*REhnqoucrxou e 3.25 3,16 | 2.54 | 3. 10

GENERAL EERTILITY 475 | 208 | 145 | 184

CHILD WOMAN RATIO = | . 578 .| ese. |.a482. | 574

§ource . enitra atistics ice, restown B

The mortality situation is sti1l high but is encouraging
to note a decline in especially infant mortality from 194 in
1985 to 150 in 1992. Looking at cause of death information it
is diéheartening to note that malaria accounts for 60% of all
deaths. Malaria, Di#rrhoea, measles and tetanus with irregular
outbreaks of ch61era constftute the majority of agents of

death of infants and pre-schoolers;




TABLE 2.5

MORTALITY INDICATORS

REGION

' BN T?
CRUDE DEATH “RATE

T INFANT MORTALITY RATE

" BOTH

‘MALES

FEMALES

BOTH

COUNTRY

'MALES
' 35.5

FEMALES
26.7

31.0.

181.9 |,

149,68

TOWNS

20.3

. 14.8

17.4

96.3

68.1

82.9

LARGE

SMALL
TOWNS

| 49.0

37.6

231.6

147.2

191.4 }

RURAL -

41.3-

AREAS

36.0

210.4 |

130.2

| 170.2

|
|
|

Source: ,_'DSMS_- 92 , Centr'a],_._'__bs"j:mgjt‘ji'st‘__ics Office, Freetown

14




3.1 Legal Framework of the System. e s
The Registration of Births and Deaths (and Marriages) in
‘Sierra Leone 'dates back to the. time of.the first settlers.
' The precise Hature of the early history of such registration
is often not well comprehended, even. . by- Demographers and
Population Experts. However, from available records, in 1791
the Directors of .the Sierra Leone Company: issued.a long list
of or and regulations to the Superinténdent and Council ’for
the settlement,. for . the Trade,:: Civilization, Defense,
‘Government and General Welfare of the Settlement!
Regulation No. 46 was entitled "Register of Births etc"
and read: \ ‘

"You are to take care also that Register shall be
kept of all births, Deaths and Marriages either of
settlers;, and that a Bill .of mortality be made up
‘with as much exactness as.possible, and transmitted
to us once a year at least,.:and.still oftener at
the first®! . - e b

Regulation No. :69 moreover was ent.itled. "Causes of Death
Sickness to be specified”: and read: :

"You are to:desire that._ in every case of death or

- material sickness, at the first causes of the

-disorder shall be reported to you, that they may be
e notified to us"!

It' is clear therefore that it was the intention of the
Sierra Leone.  Company to ensure the registration of Births and
Deaths as soon as the settlement.was established. The phrase
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(or Reg. 46) "either of settlers or others” indicates that the
Company was not merely interested in the registration of
settlers a1one but also wanted to know of the births and

deaths of others ; i e. Company servants, so1d1ers etc. The

1ntention to estab]ish precise reg1stration was of cause

radica1 g1ven the fact that it was not until 1837 that Britain

\1tse1f passed its f1rst Act make registrat1on of births and
~deaths compu1sory.} '

As with a11 radical procedures the registrat1on of btrths

:and deaths in 1791 and 1792 was ent1re1y successfu1. Some of
_the settlers had 1nfact been dece1V1ng the storekeepers not

giving prompt 1nformat1on on deaths.‘ This 1n turn leads to
the deduction that reg1strat1on of births and deaths was not
effic1ent or 1ndeed pract1ced pr1or to July 1792, since a
functioning registration scheme wouli surely have ensured that
all births and deaths be notified immediately.

THE FIRST REGISTRATION ACT (1801)

o W1th the arr1va1 of the Maroons the need for a more
.”eff1c1ent system of reg1strat1on became even more urgent and

wit ot

on 7th March 1801, the fo1lowing Act was passed

h WHEREAS both the pub11c good of this COIOny, and the
1nterests of 1ndiv1dua1s requ1re that - an authentic
Register of Births and Deaths be kept W1th1n the same,

.the Governor and Council, enact, dec\ared, and Resolve:-
DS T . . . N R ,} i.- ’.» . o

(i) That every Settler in this Colony being the Father
of an 1nfant born in Marr1age shall w1th1n 28 days after
the Birth of such infant g1ve not1ce thereof to one of
the Persons hereafter ment ioned, and on fa11ure of giving
"such not1ce e1ther verba11y or in wr1t1ng, sha11 forfe1t
the sum of Four DoT]ars.
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“(ii) - That the Mother of ‘the infant be required to give
“this“hbtice,-subaﬁcﬁlt&*tﬁe*above'panhity'oﬁ'¥ai1ura

therefore in case the fathak‘sh001d be “dead, or absent
from the Colony, at the time of the birth of the said

“ " infant, and alsé6 in- cases of Bastardy, ‘whether the

reputed father be 11v1hg or’ not

(iii) That in case of‘the daath‘of‘any settler in this
Colony, the surviving Husband or Wife, or if there be no

‘Survivor of this class, the Father or Mother, or if no
-surviving Father or Mother the Relation of the person
~“deceased, bé required to givé notice of such death within

28 days after knowledge thereof ‘under thé“pena1ty of Four

"Dollars, on failure of giving such notice.

o #

(iv) That any person giving information of the'birth of

/an infant, being the offspring of any Settler in this
‘Colony; or of the death of anY”SettI%f in default of due

notice thereof by “the ‘party of whom such notice is
réquired,’ and within 28 days after the Expiration of the

" ‘time 1imited in either and every such case b# ent1t19d to

a Reward of Four Do11ars

" (v) That notice be given in the cases aforesaid by the
< ‘parties of whom such notice is required 1f ‘resident in

the district of Freetown, to the Secretary 'for the time
being at’ Fort Thorntion; and if resident in the district
of Granville Town to the Justice of the Peace for that

district.

“(vi) - That- the ‘aforesaid Resolutions have the force and

Authority of a Bylaw in th1s COTQny

- There''is no evfdénce‘fegarding/the"éffebtivahess of this

Act.

By ' 1808 however 'it was’ clearly not functiohing with
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. complete coverage of all births and deaths.. Thus Viscount
~ @Qoderich in a Despatch to Ligutenant. Governor. Findlay dated
18th January 1832 wrote:

To determ1ne the actual number of b1rths and deaths
since the year 1808 . by. any reference to the Population
Returns, is unfortunately impracticable it being evident
thet .no such: Returns have .ever .heen made with even a
p1aus1b1e approach to accuracy” oo

A :The'history ot registrat{on after 1802 however is another
3 matter, sufficient to say that the 1801  Act was the
] cu1m1nat1on of a per1od of trial and error in reg1strat1on,.
but trial and error offa;particular]y intriguing kind since it
represents one of the first recorded example of a registration
system both in theory and in practicze.

In a reso]ution adopted on 17 June 1824 . the House of,
Commons asked for ’An account of the Number of Births in the
, Co1ony of S1erra Leone d1st1n9u1sh1ng Males from Females, in

.hthe years 1817 - 1823’ The Colon1a1 Secretary rep11ed (7)
ggnergl cggg[d of g1rtn§ has ever been n_.kept, nor is there
any means of ascerta1n1ng, or even estimating the Total Number
~in the . years spec1f1ed . A Commissijon. of Enquiry was
ithe Colony and issued instructuons on 16 November 1826 that
figures of births and deaths among  Liberated. Africans be
{reported quarter]y L o : : !

But these reports were not prepared regularly and the

~ Committee of Inquiry constituted to. invest1gate the ’Charge

'de11vered by Mr.:Ch1ef Justice. Jeffcott to the Grand Jury of

Sierra Leone, on the Subject of the Slave Trade®’ complained in

‘their report dated 26th October,‘1830 that the ’'returns which
'have been presented’ to them were 'very imperfect’. ..
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“‘Moreover ~‘even  ‘in 1832 'tHe “situation -had not’ been

urectffied*and'Vistéunt“deé??bhfﬁh'a”désbptch"to Lieutenant
‘@overnor  Findlay (dated 18th January; 1832) wrotle: "To

determine the- actual ' number’ of “births and deaths ‘siiice the
1808, by any reference to the Popu1ation Returns, is
unfortunately'{mpractiCab1e;r$t“being?evident“that no such

" 'Returns have ever been made with éven'a*p1AUsibTe approach to
- ‘agcuracy. It 'should be required that every birth and death
‘occurring among them (Liberated-Africans), should be reported

to the 'Managers of the different Settlements, or to the
Authorities of Freetown, by whom the Returns’' should be

“'transmitted to the Assistant -Superintendent of Liberated.

Africans, who again shoqu‘be bound to make periodical Reports
on the subject to the Colony SeCretary, for your information.

“You -'will ‘immediately adopt the heéessary“im%asures for

procuring the concurrence of the Cobncil in the' 'promulgation
of a law, ‘to be framed “in“‘such a manner as may give full
effect to this instruction.’ On tho 7th June ‘1832 therefore

“Governor Find]ay‘preSiddduaf?a’méeting of the Council wherein

it was enacted to ’enforé¢e the due Registration of Births and
Dedths within this Colony®.(7) , ‘ : ’

Basically this Ordinance involved the Parish Priests and .

: Managers/Superi»ntende‘ﬁt‘s of the villages keeping *district and

separate’ Régisters ‘for ‘each Parish or District qndérftheir
caré®.: Births hhaﬁto'be”?ﬁﬁ?%té?ed'wifh{n.14'd&jS*%With‘a
penalty of 20 shillings or in default of such payment 3 weeks
in goal) similar procedures were listed for deaths. In all

* cases the évents could be reported *either verbally or in

writing’ té the "appropriate ’Registrar’. The actual forms
scheduled from this Ordinance reqiire details (for births) of:
Christian name of Father and Mother: if born in wedlock:

- religion and date of ‘birth. Death forms require: name of
" deceasaed: namé of ' father & mdéther; date of decease;
observations: Presumably the last was intended for causes of
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death. There is no record of how this Ordinance fared

' although one or two reg1sters still survive from the Freetown-
i Aréa. At e11 events the 1832 Act was repealed by the general

registretion ordinance of 1857 (9th February 1857) which was
headed: ‘

"WHEREAS it is ekpedient to'brovide the meane’for‘a

complete Registers of Title to Lands, Births, Deaths,
Baptisms, Marriages, and other ﬁetters of Her Majesty’s
' subjects'in the 001ony of Sierreiteone, whereby evidence

N

'statistical information afforded for purposes of public

interest and utility, and whereby also crime may be more
readily discovered and more efficiently suppressed..."”

The act provided for a Regfetrer General (eppointed by
‘the Governor) and also for Registrars of births and deeths for
particular areas (again appo1nted by the Governor) These

Registrars were to’be helped by Officers of the ﬁolice force

who were requ1red to 1nform the Registrar of any birth or
death in'a given distr1ct. Durable books were schedu]ed and
specific items required to be listed for both births and
deaths. The time allowed for registret1on was. shortened and
penalties increased (to five pounds) and in genere1 a complete
system fdr‘regfstretiOHIWes enacted in which littie;Wes now
left in doubt, eitker regarding the registrar’s ~ duty or

'concern1ng the need for prompt registret1on of every vital

event'.

With two minor amendments (22nd February 1858 and 28th
September 1869) this Ordinance endiured until 1883 wheh (on 9th
~ “November) an Act to aniend the 1857 Ordinance was passed. The

" 1883 Act required the registration of births within 42 days,

" "permitted the register to order people in defeuTtkto attend
his office, required the registrar ’to inform himself
*‘¢arefully of ‘every birth’ in his distriét, made certain




21

provisions for fees for registraticn iaid down procedures for

<% vate registrations, 111egit1mate children, and a1terations or

insertions of names. Deaths were “similarly covered with
'particuiar attention paid in the Ordinance to burials the role
of the Coréner ‘and ‘causes of death.‘ The actual fees payable
"‘to ‘registrars were listed ih a further” Ordinance on Sth May
1884 (e.g. 2p for .each birth and death registered) Two
amendments to the 1883 Act were passed on 2nd March 1893 and
10 January, 1895 respect1ve1y. They concerned the appointment
of registrars and specific registration areas as well as a
further deiineation of the duties of registrars

On the 2nd December, 1905 °a bi1l entitied the births and
deaths registration ¢ohsolidation and amendment ordinance
1905’ was proposed “After discussion however the bill was

"j5w1thdrawn on 12th May 1906 and 'a further bill put forward

(with the same title) ‘on 30th Juiy 1906 The major part of
“this Ordinance ‘followed the same pattern as the 1883
jOrdinance.' In Section V however there was a paragraph on
‘Permissive Registration ‘

“In the case of births of deaths occurring outs1de the
' Districts to which this Ordinance applies either in the
. cciony or protectorate any person, who, if such birth or
‘death had occurred W1th1n any such district would have
been required ‘to inform “the Registrar, may, if he so
thinks fit, inform the Local Registrars shall register in
after appointed of 'such birth or death ‘and such Local
Registrars shaH re‘gi's'ter particuiars required to be
registered...” : o

'”Accompanying this ordinance was a 1ist of RegUiations for
the Registration ‘6f Births and Deaths (Reguiation No. 6 of 8th
'July, 1968).  These detailed the precise duties of Registrars
and methods of entering particulars etc. in the registers By



1913 however there was considerable ill-feeling against the

“" 1406 - Ordinance and a ‘desire t3' return to the compulsory

registration of the 1883 Act. “ The i11-feeling is best

described by the words of the Attorney General in asking leave

of the Council on 6th June 1913 to introdice an “Ordinance to
fconsolidate and amend the Taw relating to Births and Deaths™.
" He said: S o -

"Prior to No.9 of 1906, the Ordinance under which' the
‘registration ‘of Births and- Deaths takes place,
‘fegistration of Births and Deaths throughout the Colony
was cempu1sory and gratuitous, and had been so since

1857. The old law was altered by the Ordinance of 1906,
"which required compulsory registration only in Freetown.

It is indeed %ntended'by‘this>bi11 to repeal Ordinance
No. 9 of 1906, under which' tegistration at present ﬁhkes
leace escape registration throughout thé whole ‘of "the
Colony...Part 4 is féw and is to apply only to Freetown
‘where it is considered that a number of births at present
‘“eédape registratiOnﬂ "It provides for the appointment of
a Registrar’s Officer, whose duty it will be to find out

all births, and for this purpose he is given certain
powers. Still ' births which at present are not

registered are to be reg1stered in the same way as other
births. No dead body of still born is to be buried
without ah order s1gned by the Registrar or the Coroner.

The . Medical authorities consider this Part of the
Ordinanee very important, and the provisions will allow
of more accurate information .being obta1ned for the
purpose of preparing Vital Statistics".

The Act was passed on the 25th June 1913 (ordinance 13 of
'1913)  and remains the basis ‘of the present laws on
‘ 'reg1stration (with the importent exception of reg1strat1on in
‘the prOV1nces) T

22.
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' From this‘date enwards Medical Statistics in fact show a
marked- improvement; ‘especially ‘as the Ministry of Health was
: néwﬂactive1y;inv61Vedfin the ‘compiltation of the reports on
‘ births and deaths: Following the Ordinance pre11m1nary to the
preparation of a revised edition of the Taws in 1924 an
ordinance was passed on 7th December 1929 amending certain:
sections of the 193 Act. “"Health Districts’ were. ‘now the
"basis for the areas covered by the given registrarSJand the
sections of registration in the Protectorate was again
~amended. The law nbwﬁpermitted“the“sovernor in Council on the
. request of the Paramount Chief concerned by Order to déclare
that thé:provisions of the (1913) Ordinance should apply to
- all natives born or dying in' any Health District in the same
" manner as they ‘applied. in such a District in the“Colicny. The
- first such order in Counc#1 was passed on 30th ‘December 1930
‘and another major Order ‘was also passed in ‘September 1935.
The latter Order (No. 12 “of 1935) defined the Colony (for
registration burposes) into  ths following ‘districts:
Freetown, Wilberforce, Regent,,Kissy, Wellington,  Hasting,
Waterloo, Songo Town, Makomba, Russell, ‘Kent, York, Sussex,
Hamilton, Tassoh Islahd; Sherbro Judicial District, and the

‘Banana Islands. - ' Lande

~ Also in 1935 (Order No. 20), on 21st November the
following Chiefdoms wwere” required to  ~"have compulsory
registration of births and deaths: Northern Province - Bake
Loko;  Bombali' Sebora; Gowahuh', “Maghbema, Warawara Yagala;
Southern Province - Bagru; Dase; Gandima; Gbema; Jawi: Kékua;
Kongbora; Luawa; Lubu; Mongowa; Panga; Ribbi; Upper Bambara.
Newton was added to the list for the Eﬁﬁoﬂy in 1946 (Cf. P.N.
‘No. 152°0f 1946) as were-Goderich (Cf. P.N. No 70 of 1946) and
0ampbell Town' (P N. 73 of 1955) '
. The remaining laws on’ the registration of births and
e deathsgin the Country<concern the :additions' and amendmerits to
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these 1ists’ of compulsory areas, apart that 1s from the major

- ordinahce on Registrat1on 1n the Protectorate 1n 1948 (No 14)

" which came 'fnto effect” on 1st January 1951 This 0rd1nance

restatéd that the Governor 1n Council could require specified

“'Chiefdoms to register vital events. The 'six Chiefdoms
~-gpecified in the initial order (P N. 132 of 1950) were

- Magbema,’ Jawei, Nongowa, Nimi~Koro Jong and Ka1yamba. Panga-

VKabonde was added to the l1st by ‘an Order 1n 1955 (P N No 105

of 1955) ‘and theh in 1962 14 further Chiefdoms in the Ka1lahun

. -District of the Eastern Prov1nce were added Dia, Jaluahun,
“Upper - Jawi, Lower’ Jaw1, K1ssi Kama, K1ss1 Teng, Kissi Tung1,

Luawa, Malema, Mandu, Pejewa, Bengu1a, Upper Bambara, Yawei.

 Also ‘in 1962 (P.N. 3 of 1962) two Chiefdoms in the Northern
. Province were requ1red to have compulsory registrat1on. These

were Maforki and Marampa Ma31mera. ‘More Orders soon followed
whereby Samu- Ch1efdom was declareo compulsory (P N 84 of

- 1962) as” well a&" '‘Makeni Townsh1p 1n the Bombali Sebora

« * Chiefdom" (P N. 144 ‘of 1962)

At the present twme therefore regtstration of births and

- deaths” is compulsory in ail D1str1cts of the Western Area

(including the Sherbro Judicial District) and in 23 Ch1efdoms
in the Provinces. The 23 Chiefdoms are: all 14 Ch1efdoms in
the Kailahun District; Nongowa, Ka1yamba, Jong,' Maforki,

Marampa Masiméra; Magbema,'Panga Kabonde, Nimi ~Koro and Samu
Chiefdoms. ~'In addition 4 Town ' cpunc1l areas (Bo Town, Kenema

“Town:, ~Makeni Town and Ko1du-New Sembehun Town) are compulsory
Hregistration areas. = '

“"THE PRESENT LAWS
‘ These therefore are the areas and Dwstr1cts of Sierra

7' Leote  in “which registration is compulsory 1 It must be

remembered however that the fragmentary development of
registration has st1ll left the country w1th large areas 1in

'“5wh1ch reglstration 1s opt1onal " There are thus therefore two

R R PEER R
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“ o' geparate systems of registration -in the country at thé moment:

Y45 A compulsory system under which all births, sti11 births

, " and deaths are by law to be registered; this system

T .~ . 'governed- by Cap. 92 of the Laws of Siérra‘ Laone 1960

| ;. operates only ih the Western Area and Sherbro Urban
< '”f ””mﬂMﬂ. R '

2,' A largely optional system in the rest of the country
(again under the Laws of Siérra Leone 1960 but Cap. 93).
Under this system however the 23 Chiefdoms listed above

217 and the 4 Town Council areas are desighated as compulsory

riipregistration ‘areas. These two separate systems have
“different types of Birth ‘Certificates and two types of
. Death Certificates. Also-a birth cidn bé registered in
“the Western Area anytime after it has occurred, e.g. even
+up to 100 years or more with an affidavit to support the
date and a ldte registration fee of Le1.00.  'In the
"Provinces the upper limit is seven years. Remuneration
to Registrars also differs in the two areas of the
‘country. - Another significant difference involves the
‘attitude of thé people. In the Western Area compulsory
registration is accented as a normal duty of a c¥tizen.
-In the Provinces however registrat{on'isﬂét111 régarded
-with skepticism and is consequently much Téss complete
and effective. S e e SR

While Sierra Leone has a long tradition in regisfering'
births and deaths, registration coverage and completeness has
remained low. Some of the reasons for .this have been the

‘V“biﬁ%fehcef'of~ two different registration systems in the
- r¢ountfy, the lack of trained -pérsonnel and the lack of
- adequate civil registrations methods and procedures. In order
%o 4{improve  registration coverage -‘and completeness, the
‘@overnment submitted a' proposal ‘to UNFPA to support the

1
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“development of a new system for:civil registration and Vital
Statistics and to test it in a model area. The project was
‘implemented in Sierra Leone:jnzTQBOander:the«superviston ofi
a UN: Adviser for a durationwofw18¢months.w Several other
Migssions based on similar projects followed thereafter and the
“'-breSéntvactivities»oftcivil Registration: in Sierra Leone are
in accordance with the recommendations of these Missions; as
contained in the Births and Deaths Registration Act of 1983.
B . ‘ ) ; o — B _
3.3.1.7 ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENT. OF THE SYSTEM. .
' a)  INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK : .
" The Civil Registry now has four tierxhierarchical arrahgement.
Below the Deputy Chief Medical Officer, who ..is. statutorily
- Chief Registrar of Births and Deaths in Sierra Leone, is the
DEPUTY CHIEF REGISTRAR who is responsible for the day to day
work of the Registry. .He has immediately below him 4 SENIOR
REGISTRARS who are at brdvinciaIMIeveI.’ The lowest wrung of
'~ this four tier arrangement is occupied by the REGISTRARS OF
' BIRTHS AND DEATHS who:are also gazetted Government Officers at
District Level. The présant»establ1shmentpproyides for six of
them.  They are to serve .as Registrars for Greater Freetown
and four other urban afeas in:the country Bo, Makeni, Koidu
and Kenhema. - The rural .areas:.- are serviced. by Part-time
Rggistrarsﬁ appointed by Governmentu“on nomination of the
, _h © Chiefdom Elders and in . the case of the Western Area, the
Village Area Committee. These Officials are given a small
allowance by the Central Government (See Appendix II i.e. of
"“sierra Leone). - . Ln

“i- ') -JHE_FIELD SET UP ol v o

o ““The three Principal Medical Officers, act:as FIELD CO-
“ ORDINATORS. The:1local authorities continua. to be responsible
- for registration:but the Government provides major supervisory

.....

¥ ro¥é through theé Senior and District Registrars as well as
" ‘thFough the Goverhment paid Registrars. .The system of
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.Chiefdom Registrars buttressed by=c1enica1fPérsohhel in the
+ - "Registry Office form.the backbone of Registration in the Rural

Areas wtthﬂthd'yiljage:Hemﬁsuinvsstéd with the:dignity of
being,informed of:-all .Births,:Deaths and Still:Births which
occur -in their respective .towns, villages or-hamlets. To

..date, no systematic study has been undertaken to:determine the
.. 8ize.of the ayaragerpopuﬂation~served by a registration unit.
o RathehvﬂegistnarS%are.assigned to administrative units.

The Births and Deaths Act of 1983 provides under Part III

" the procedures and instance of varying. Births .and -Deaths
: registration circumstances: throughout the country. "Part 11 of

this regu1at1cn provides that:=

"(2) Every Registrar shall, without fee or:reward, enter
in the register majntained for the purpose all
-ihformationwgivenvto him.. .. ..-and shall take steps to
- inform himselficarefully of. every birth and every death
which takes place in his. Jur1sdiction, and to: ascertain
and register the particulars required to be registered”.

-~jAlllinformationsnegarding:births~andwdeathS‘are given by
the informant ' (in . certain cases supported -by.'a Medical
Certificatewteither-oral]yfof in writing, according to the

.. best of his/her knowledge: and belief, .within 30 days of a
‘birth and 14 days of a death, to the.Registrar of the several

particulars required to be entered in the ‘Forms prescribed
under the Act - See Appendices A,B,C,D.E,F,G & H.

o , S P ; : v |

:Prescribed»1ata of delayed Registration fee is payable,
together with the production of an- affidavit made béfore a
notary public or any officer authorized by the Act. These

~. fmes are minimal:and do. not .seem:to serve as an impediment in

the Registrationiexercise.:: .« 13y
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_ Vital events of births and deaths are registered byfplace
.. of occurrence as every Registrar has an office in the local
.-area for which he is appointed. Birth Certificates are:issued
' after each birth registration exercise is .completed. These
certificates are always required for a:variety of civil
functions such as baptism of. children and.for admission to
_schools and qther institutions among others. - Burial .permits
are only issued .on the production of the necessary Death
Certificate which is obtained after the registration
procedures have been fu111w§gc9m911sheg‘T_SOQ~Appendide.
d) CIVIL REGISTRATION ARCHIVES
- _ Prov{sjbn-for the maintenance of records. and Statistics
~of the Civil Registration system in Sierra Leone are set out
in Part IV of the Births and Deaths Registration Act of 1983
- which reads inter alia:~ , C )

~"20 (1) Every Registrar shall keep in the prescribed
,form a register .of births and deaths for the registration

.. area or any--pant . thereof in relation to which he
exercises jurisdiction. . ‘ ’

(2) The Chief Registrar shall .cause to be printed and
supplied a sufficient number of register books for making
entries of births and deaths according to such forms,énd
instructions as may of such forms shall be posted in-some
conspicudus place .on. or near the outer door of every
 Registrar"”. ’ '

Search of births and deaths register are made subject to
rules including rules relating to the payment of-: fees and
postal charges any person may - :

., ;"(a) Cause a search to be made by the Registrar for any
entry in a register of births and.deaths; .and ..
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" (B) Obtain an extract frém such registar re1ating to any
~birth or death. " o

"21. (2) A1l extracts given under this section shall be
certified by the Registrar or any other officer
authorized by the Minister to give such extracts, and
'shall be admissible in evidence for the purpose of
proving the birth or death to which the entry relates.

Every Registrar sends, to the Chief Registrar or the
Central Registry in eretown, returns regarding the entries of
births and deaths in the reg{stertkept by such Registrar at
such intervals and in such forms as may be prescribed. Thé
information in such returns are then compiled and published
for information of the pub1ic, a statistica1 report on the
registered births and deaths dur1ng the year or such other
period ‘as may be prescribed.

) F_REGISTRA DS .

Hence, for planning purposes, dgta on civil registration
serve as a basis for policy formulation and decision making'
which attempt to throw 1ight on the current population growth,
its geographical distribution, age and sex distribution 1ts‘
social and economic characteristics, such as education,
housing and medical facilities. It also provides information
on current levels and trends of fertility and mortality.

f) T OF T RE T L

The Births and Deaths Registration Act of 1983 has boén
accomplished providing the legal framework of registration to
take place nation-wide under a new unified system. While the
achievement took longer than expected, causing major delays in
the jmpIQmentation of registrafion activities, progress is now
possible to register vital events uniformly throughout Sierra
Leone. The problems and difficulties concerning the
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..;st;,r_ehgtuhﬂaning and _aSt’pa,_nﬁs;},on‘ofp,tho;,c'i;v:ﬂ. Registration system
in Sierra Leone are partly of -an .v-,organi:rz.a’t,ional and
administrative nature and bartiy related to trained personnel.




4.2

AN’OVERVIEW

In general, vita1 statistics encompasses the registretion
of births, deaths, marriages: and divorces originated to meet
public’ and private needs for permanent legeT records of these

"events, and these needs continue to be very 1mpoftent.
‘However, 'equally  important ' are the - demands for ‘useful
~statistics that' have come from the fields of public health,

life insurance, medical-research and population analysis.

The fact' that the vite1 record is a good legal document

"1imits the amount and kind of nonlegal “information that ¢an be

included in it. The method is &150-affectedfby”the'nunber and
variety of: persons involved 1in registering the events.
Moreover, if events and their ‘associated characteristics are
registered near the‘ time of occurrence, completeness of
reporting and accuracy of 1nformation are’ potent1a11y greater
than if reporting depends upon a later visit or letter from an

- enumerator or “intierviewer and rece11 of the faCts of the

respondents. S T BTSN
COLLECTION OF VITAL STATISTICS

_ Vital statistic¢s systems all over differ in the amount of
authority given to the collecting agency, the degree of

-~ national centralization of its organ1zation and the type of_

agency carrying out the programme.

‘In Sierra ‘Leone registration of vital “avents are
compartmentalized. Birth and death registration are handled by

“the Givi1fne§istration-Office~wh{1st marriages and divorces
‘are the prerogative of the Registrar General’s office. Under
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both systems, it is legaliy binding and compulsory to register
or report all vital events within specified time periods (Act

*No. 11 of 1983)

Data collection of vital events is the legal

_Presponsibility of theSe .national registration offices. The
Central Statistics Offico as the coordinating agency of all-

statisticaI activities in the country collates, processes and

disseminate through the publishing of The Vital Statistics

_Report in collaboration with the Medical Statistics Unit in
fthe Department ‘of Hea]th. This' activity has collapsed
'altogether and the last report is for December, 1976.

Noggthaless, the administration.Of censusos;andiperiodic
demographic and health surveys makes retrospective enquiries
in to all vital events preceding the survey. The information

w;is prqcessed and a demographic profile of the fertility and

~mortality scenario is established.

USES OF VITAL STATISTICS

The vital statistics compiied by the registration office

'since the last issue in 1976 have not been fully utilized as
wou]d have been expected. The Evaluation Mission of 1984

concluded that:

" The registered rates are not even remotely

~realistic except in the Western Area where
completeness may have reached the 70 - 80 percent
range ..." ' ' :

Thus, much reliance is made on survey reports as reliable

 “§stimates of vital events has been made for :the country. With
~ the axception of births and deaths, no quantitative analysis

has aever baen done aon vital events: (marriagesr .divorces, etc.)




compiled by tne“ﬁégiéééaileéhéia15§ Office.

In short, the actua] use made of these records is purely
lega11st1o and administrative ‘as it relates to inheritance
questions, etc "This underscores the fact that the coverage of
the system is grossly Timited Moreover, majority of the
marriages and divorces in the country are contracted through
the traditional rites and these are mostly not registered.

ASSESSMENT OF THE SYSTEM

The development of a viable civil and vital registration
system in Sierra Leone has been beset with several problems.
These includes:

1 Allocation of insufficient funds to this activity/sector
‘ by the national government. Schemes to improve and expand
the system cannot be implemented without the initial

‘outlay of substantial funds.

2' Lack of motivation on the part of the public. The

_benefits of the vital records and statistics are not so

self-evident, especially to rural dwellers. Thus, there

is need to educate the public about their uses and
benefits. ‘

3 Problems connected with the registration officials. The
status, condition of service and expertise of the civil
registration officials in the country must be improved.

4 Administretive management problems. This is apparent
especially in the areas of coordination and supervision.

5 Problems of rural areas.‘Like‘many‘African countries, the
rural areas have been neglected for a very long time.
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This is ngvpyre in the area of coverage. .

S In gddit‘_ion' to these problems, basic obstacles have
... impeded efficiency in the system. These. rf.efl-:ate., to the
- deficiencies of the current registration. laws, 1logistical
problems and the general illiteracy :;o_‘f't;he population, .

B DA




81 ANE C NDATIC
The Civ11 Registration system in 81erra Leoneishould aim

" at establishing a Nationwide Birth and Death -Registration

‘system capab1e of carryfng birth and edaath ‘registration
facilities to the nearest distance of the- ent1re popu1ation.

“7' This is to establish in the‘country an efficient ‘birth and

fdeath‘régistratfbn‘reCordéfsystémffOr the .entire population,

and it is ‘also ‘to produce Vital Statistics data of a high

- degree of efficiency for deriving reliable estimates of the
i Country’s population, for -evaluating the. country’s national
‘population programmes and for p1ann1ng~thelcountry’s social,

" economic and health development programmes. However, this
‘cannot be achieved in a”shgﬁf period. To achieve these long
‘term objectives, it is recommended that a top priority phased
‘programme -of gradual- expansion of the registration services_

should be planned and r1gorous1y be followed. At the same
time, the Births and Deaths Office ‘should concentrate to
further ‘improve the registration system in the runai’gnd urban

> - areas of the country.

'This review wouid>feVea1 the-organizational deficiencies,

- operational short comings and the techaical imperfections in

the Civil’Registrationfphocess-and~shou1d answer- the specific
question: Has the Act accomplished the task for which it was
désignéd? - R A TN *2 S - B £ ’ .

(i) ) T A FACT ,

a. While Government has given its assent to the -Vital
.Statistics and Civil.Registration Programme by ratifying
“the Births and Deaths Registration.Act, 1983 (No. 11 of

1983), thus showing its commitment, the lack of requisite
financial and. personnel nresources provided to the
< programme is:indicative of .the low priority given to it.
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Government should thersfore give adoquate budgetary and .
personnel support to the programme.

i i s
AR AR SANG

*;Thenprovision of&registfation¢offipos with;thp;necessary
-equipment ‘and logistics easily . accessible to -every

- _segment--of the .population is_  the first step ‘towards
- -securing comple;efregistration;Q If an individual must
‘jtrawel a‘1ong<dist§nce at some inconvenience and expenses
.to himself in order to register an event, he will tend to

‘neglect ‘registration entirely or, at best, to delay it.

The machineéry for registration at rural levels; needs
< . '¢Toser - attention with the arrangements jmproved,

-‘strengthened and. expanded by 1including other. health
»--functionaries within the Primary Health Care System.
~,“ThiS“uouidvprovide~c1oser,supervi3i0n~and monitoring of

registration in the rural areas of.the country. -

4

~aTha¢*nebd;wfor~>cdnt%nuodl~and long-term training of

registration functionaries and Data Processing Personnel
was recognized in recommendation 60 of the former UN

~Chiet ‘Technical Adviser’s final'report, technigues of
. -cont {nuous monitoring and periodic eva1uation also needs
RN o be ‘added 'to the training programma.

(111)

S
vt M S
a.

A Technical Expert to supervise monitor andAQVAJunte the
progress of the prbgramme is desirable.

~ImproVad~acdéssdbi11ty to théipublicsrequiresy extensiVe

" publicity campaign to educate-and motivate the public on
v *ﬂegtatration»fmatteré,' promoting-.registraticn through

persuasion by demanding the. certificates in various

-~ -gtages of public tife) proper maintenance of registration
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records for issue on demand and periodic evaluation of
‘the registration system to the compilation of statistical -

publication.

- The lack of status of registrars ‘has been. cited as a

major cause of difficulty. The post of registrar should
be one of importance 1in the community ‘so ' that
registration 1s an acknowledged and wi111n91y accepted

. obligation among the public.
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Births and Deaths Officeluinistry of Health UNDTCD Project -

SIL/79/P03 'Briefing Notes on the Strengthening of the Civil

- Registration. and .vital -Statistics System 1in Sierra Leone

Project’.
Comprehens1ve Report on Project Activities, Ministry of Hea]th'
Civil Registration Project (SIL/79/P03 - 1st January, 1988 -

- 31st December, 1988 By M.B.A. Kamara, Deputy Chief Registrar,
~Births and Deaths.

The Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1983 (No. 11 of 1983).

The Regulations are quoted by L.E.C. Evans, ’'An early
constitution of Sierra Leone, with an introduction’, Sierra

Leone Studies 17 (1932) 26 - 77.
Colonial Office Records 270, Vol II, pp. 59-60.

Diary of L1eutenant J. 01arkson R.N. (Governor'1792), Sierra
Leone Studies 8 (1927).

Colonial Office Report 270, Vol 1II, p. 117 (cf. also
Kuczynski, 197/8). ‘

Substance of the Report delivered by the Court of Director of
the Sierra Leone CQmpany to the General Court of Proprietors
on Thursday, 27th March, 1794! London, 1794,

Acts of the Governor and Council from 1800 to 1831, p. 10-11.

Acts of the Governor and Council, 1831 to 1843, pp.30-33.
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Jirth CertiBeate NO. vesveraserversaraes soe

PRpEYpperry T TIY T Y )

. Detailst | |
Name of Child..ecenriorenncncensicansrsaccnses eeereees
Sex Male/Female Born at........p.m.

“Tiue
\on ------ ;0.;oi ..................... ‘sssaeces "'lgutyg.-
Day Month " Year
at-‘ ............ GG S0P BN LD LN S 2VPIVIOGINTEIR LSRRI RGS saanse
place of birth

Name of Mother....... ceseesrassecacetsescssnossncrnaas
Nameof Father..c.cceeereernucrersiesionseensns seseavere
Date of Regi:truiioB.eveccceas sevessescsasnosnasiaa sovas

m.ofkc‘ismtionn.;00...-..00.0..0!‘0.0.000.’-..... .o

mﬁo‘ No.....0ll.l...'.'..l.....'.OQ.OO'.C.‘O.....-C

Dm-.....-- oooooooo .e

a0 s0nssesvedrnterotuisstovee

Registrar -

/G.P.OfS08;33,10 000/4.53.
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Page No.

/~\\’L_an,u\7\—* -\ _u:"_.(',kk/iu 1ty
L ' .. Of:ce of Chief
8, © Department of

v .

7

- This is to certify that

Child of-

“Time of birth

Fultoame ol Motber Nationality of Mother
and of — - Nationalitf— A %
: " Full oame of Father . Nationality of Father
' ‘ ' : am.
was born on— ~ — 9 at p.m.
. Ly Month / . .
. a: -

, A/naddreuofplauot'bil‘th
This event was registered at g : -

/ ) Regtration Cenure
No. of the Register of Births in the Republic of Sien

/. ' day of—— - 1

~in Registry Volum» No.

Witness my hand this

Official Seal Chief Registrar

G.P.OfE08,3Y18,000/4.53.
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Republic of Sceua Leone _ CRRm "
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS [~ '
_ LIVE BIRTH RECORD B REGISTRATION NO.
’\ 1. Place of Registration | Aéf .
. ) ] vF
o r N Registration Centre
S
T 1 District | l Chiefdom f Town/Village
: ‘r:vmmmmmw“-l "CHILD - '
" 2. Names and Surname
3. TimeandDateotBith: ______ =™ / )
S ‘ Time p.m. Day Month Year
4. 9ex: [J Male [J Female
irth:. _ ! _
5. ’PlaoeofB_m}h T Distict ! Chiefdom Town/Viiage
I MOTHER
6. Names and Surname _"-__
6(a). Maiden surname
7. Ageattimeofdelivery _____ - years
8. Usual place of residence (full address):
9. Tribe/Nationality: |
10. Typeotdelivery: [ Single  [J Multiple; if multiple, Registration Number{s) of other child{rer
il FATHER |
11. Names and Surname
12, Ageattimeofthisbith _______ years
{ 13. Tribe/Nationality , : .
14. Usualresidence: (] Sameasin8 [ Different from 5: give full address
IV INFORMANT T '\3
_ -
15. Names and Surname _ N\
16. Full address (if different from 8) : : \
17. Capacity: [ Parent O Midwite [ Med. Attendant ~ Other (specifyx;::,. : _
18. Proof of occurrence of event (specify details). \'
. , N\
The information given above is true to the best of my knowledge.
. Signature or left thumb print of informant
19. Date of Registration: __ / 119

Day - Month Year




f

* C.R.Forml

) ) )( C .CRtpub/tc o/ «Smm .ceone _
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS

APPEN

. CON ENTIAL

LIVE BIRTH STATISTIGAL/NOT IFICATION-BEPORT REGISTRATION NO.
1 Regetration Cantre .. ! — Chietdom = o " |
1. cHb Ji | P Othoe Onty
2. Names and Sumame 3. Fime ahd date of birth
«. K ] e
- Day . Mahth
Em's“ u 5. Plage of Bitth v / ‘
d O 1-Male [02. Female Lt
[ District - Chiefdom/ Town/Village
8, Names and Sumame ~ 57 Maiden Name T ]7- Age attime of delivery
e UrapeRana , 5. TdEelNatwnETﬁy,l
: . Dlltrla ’ Chieldom T?;GmNillage Z
- 170, Marial Status 11. Education
= 0 1.Maried O 2. Zﬁstomary Marnage 207 Notliterate 1. Primary
(03 Single [04.Widow O 2. Secondary 3. University
‘O 5. Divorced/Separated 0 4. Literate but no schooling
2 . of children bom alive Including this / 13, No. of children st aiive. )
, { .
{ ,
. - ; >
i FATHER 7 T 07
T4, Namee and Surpamg, / 5. Age at the fime of thia birih] 16. TAbe/Naonallly
7 e Fesitoncd (F Aereri o ;
: (3 sameasin8
Dietrict Chiefdom | Town/Village j
IV. PARTICULARS REGARDING Deg[wenv i
8. Type of Deiivery 79, Place whore oHiiie Do
{1 1.Single [ 2. Twin / O 1. Gevernment Hospital
{3 3. Other (specify) 1 2. Mission Hospital
0 3. Other Health Institution
04, Priv;:e Home
' [0 5. Other (specify)
20. Attendant at Birth , ;
0 1.Doctor O 2. Midwife 3. Nurse D
[ 4. MCHAide/TBA/VMA [ 8. Other (specify) J
V. INFORMANT [ /
21. Names and Surname 22, Full Address a‘f diferent from 8)
123. Capacity of informant 24, Slgnatu;; with date
1 1. Parent [J 2, Midwife O 3. Medlcal Attendant _ X
O 4. Other (specify)
7 ,
VI. NOTIFIER ! %%
25. Names and Suname 26. Full Address v - ‘ :
27. Capachty 2. Sigrature Wi dats
0 1. TBA O 2. Midwife ,
0 3. Medical Attendant
0 4. Other (specify)
29. Date of Registration
—_ Y B N \ .
Day Month Year Full Name and signature of Registrar
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CR.Form! 3

%pu[)[ic of Sievria Leone

D
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS
LATEFOETALD TILL-BIRTH

CONFIDENTIAL STATISTICAL/NOTIFICATION REPO ———,
1. Registration Centre District ~ Chiefdom Town/Village :
. FOETUS / O Oy .
2. Time and date of birth

a.m. .

p-m. - Day Month Year .

4, P[ace of birth

¥ O1.M . Female / ] ,
: dle L2.Fe District Chietdom Town/Villags”™ ‘ .
il. MOTHER e |
- |5. Names and Sumame 5a. Maiden Name 6. Age at tipeof this delivery '
I UssaITesencs & Te/Natonaliy
T District Chiefdom Town/Village /
9. Marftal Status 10. Education \
0O 1. Married O 2. Customary Marriage 3 0. Not literate”” [J 1. Primary
03 . Single O 4. Widow , {3 2. Secondaty [ 3. University
O 5. Divorced/Separated O 4. Litergté but no schooling .
11. Total No. of children born alive including thi;) 12. No. of y(an still alive

Il. FATHER

3. Names and Sumame

14, Age gt'the time of this birth] 16. Tribe/Nationality

76. Usual Residence (i different from 7)

/

{0 same

District

Chiefdom TofniVilage

IV. PARTICULARS REGARDING DELIVERY

* |17, Type of Delivery
"0 1.Single [ 2. Twin

01 8. Other (specify)

78, Piace where child 1s bom
{0 1. Government Hospital
O 2. Mission Hospital

/

{J 3. Other Health Institution
(10 4. Private Home

{0 5. Other (specify)

/

19. Attendant at birth

0 2. Midwife

O 1. Doctor /j 3. Nurse  [J 4. MCH Aids
0 . Other (specify) y :
V. INFORMANT /

20. Names and Surname

21. Full Address (if different from 7)

22. Capacity of informant
0 1. Parent 1] 2.

% [ 3. Medical Attendant
{J 4. Other (specif :

23. Signature with date

Vi. NOTIFIER

_{24. Names and Surname

25. Full Address

26, Capccitv
001.TBA
0 3. Medical Attendant

O 4. Other (specify)

0 2. Midwife

" 127. Signature with date

28. Date of Registration
/

“Day Month

- Year - Full Name and signatdre of Registrar




/4 PPiA/D /b( E/ C.R.‘FORM?a: :
Serial No. \ :
‘ ]
L
}
: o
Death Certificate No. x'
P issuedto _ :
i \
¥y \
| ' Details: ,’
Name of deceased
| : am.
- Sex Male/Female Died at . pm.
. : ~ Time ’ -
on ‘ 19 f
. Day ‘ Month Year !
. !
Date of registration |
i -
Place of registration
Registration No.
Date issued

Registrar

N e vm v mrm Y . o " B G— W W — —— — p— p— —— ™
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APPEND X~ E'

. | Office of Chief Registrar '
, scrial No. | Ministry of Health

lic o% | QS;;_,

' 2
u,b a [
e : )
| g)" P | One
" : Death Certificate No. | o
‘ -
. ,‘\ ',,r/
FI NN . e ~ < ,a ale
This istooemfythat ‘ e e — - Fem
7
. P e - ' a-m.
dhdon ' Day Month / 19 Year a . Time of Death p.m. &t
' Nationality
Full address of place of death -
| /'/ ‘ B
. . S : .
| This event was registered at — Ty s in Registry Vol. No.
J/', )
\ v . ' .
PageNo. No,_ of the Register of Death.s of Republic of Sierra Leone and the deceased
usual place of reside
. _Full address of place of residence
my hand this day of - 19
Official Seal ,
. Chief Registrar
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.(Republtc o/ «Steua .Eeone ' ‘ CR.FomC |
OFFICE OF CHlEF REGlSTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS :
EEATH Rz=CORD REGISTRATION NO.
1. Place of Registration v -
’ S SR RS A
A Registration Centre
e /
- District Chiefdom / T Town/Village
| DECEASED ! |
2. Names and Sumame __ _ | Maiden Surname _ "
3. Time and Date ofOocurrenoe":\"\ i «, a.m. ' / 118
_ ; Time - p.m. Day - Month © Year
- 4. Age (record in hours and mins under 1 day, in days under 1 momh in months under 1 year; otherwise note age in oompleted '
years): ____
5. Sex: [J Male O Female
6. Place of Occurrence: " 1 : — '
District 5 Chiefdom Town/Village
7. Usual residence: (full address; if less than one year old, give mother's full address)
8. Marital status (if age is 15 yearsor more): ] Married ‘B Customary marriage O single O Wldow(er)»
9. Tribe/Nationality:
.
Il CAUSE OF DEATH
10. Cause of Death (in case of muitiple causes, specify each separately) L
1. ’Wpeofcmrtiﬁcaﬂbn: [J Medicatly certified O Postmortem inquest © [ Paramedical personnel - [ None
111 INFORMANT
12. Names and Surmname
13. Fuil address: e
14. Capacity of informant (Parent, Husband Wife, Other (specufy)
| certify that the particulars given by me above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
15.
Signature of Informant or left thumb lmp(\int
16. Date of Registration: ! _ ;19 ’ ' : G.pP. litho.'é§\8/94/200x_50/'i

Day Month Year : : . kY
: \




Pp ﬁh"b ' )( G : szub[tc o/ Swna .Ceonc _ " CR.Fom! "
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS , ‘T
DEATH STATISTICALINOTIFICATION REPORT REGISTRATION NO. 1
. P'E c ! ‘ o 0 l I _ /1 : ] .
1. Play of Registration Distict Chietdom _Town/village . :
| DECEASED ' Foniese
'3ulame and Surname ‘ Maiden Surname ' 7 : : , ;
‘ /
ﬁmomddm‘ofoecumnoo 4. Age _ //
" am ) ‘
p.m. _ / ! K
A . Day - Month Year
5.8ex - ] 4. Place of Occurrence ;
~ O1.Male | |
{J 2. Female N / _
. District Chiefdom Town/Village
~|7- Usual Residence , 8. Martal Status  /
: 3 1. Married 2. Customary Marriage
/ / A 01 3. Single / [J'4. Widow(er) '
District Chiefdom Town/Village {3 5. Divorced/Separated
9. Tribe/Nationality ’ 10. Education
0 0. Notliterate [ 1. Primary
0O 2. Secondary [ 3. University
. O 4. Literate but no schooling
il, CAUSE OF DEATH | / ~ W |
" [11. When cause of death is medically certified, - // ‘ ‘ |
(a) Immediate Cause ‘
(b) Antecedent Cause
112. i violent death due to . 13. Whencauseofdeathnotmodtcauycorﬁﬂod probable

O 1. Accident 3 2. Suicide - cause of death
3 3. Homicide 7 0. Not violent ‘

14. Opinionbasedon . :
3 1. Inquest/post mortem O 2. Paramedical Staff (1 3. Registrar

Ull. TYPE OF ATTENTION

T

15. f death occurred in .
0 1. Government Hospital / {1 2. Mission Hospital
[J 3. Other Health Institution , / O3 4. Private home
0 5. Other, specify ;

IV. INFORMANT ‘ -/

|

18. Names and Surname ! 117, Fult Address

/

i

0 1. Parent 0 2. Husband

18.-Capacity — ?/ Wi 19. Signature with date -
3. Wife ;
O 4. Other (specify) .

4

V. NOTIFIER )

Wz,

20. Names and Surmame * / 21. Full Address

Zé. Capacity 23. Signature with date
O1.TBA O 2. Midwife | |
3 3. Village Headman

0 4. Other (specify)

7

/7

24. Date of Registration

/ /

Day ~ Month Year ‘ Fult Name and signature of Registrar
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‘gzzpu[J[ic'of Sievia Leone :
OFFICE OF CHIEF REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF CAUSE OF DEATH

.

BY
ONLY

FULL NAME OF DECEASED ‘ , DATE OF DEATH

i o

NATIONALITY/TRIBE AGE (IN YEARS LAST BIRTHDAY) IF UNDER 1 YEAR

/ FEMALE
.

IF UNDER 24 HOURS

MONTHS

]

HOURS

MINUTES

USUAL RESIDENCE (FOR INFANT BORN IN INSTITUTION: RESIDENCE OF MOTHER BEFORE'ADyISSION

= = TNTERVAL BETWEEN
: 7 CAUSE OF DEATH ONSET AND DEATH
DISEASE OF CONDITION DIRECTLY LEAD! A ___ | el
TC DEATH” DUE TO (OR AS WCE Of)
. JANTECEDENT CAUSES MORBID-CONDITIONS, IF ANY, (8) ! . ]
GIVING RISE TO THE ABQOVE CAUSE, STATING THE . JUETO( A CONSEQUENCE OF)
UNDERLYING COND|TIO \ ) ‘
_ © _ : ,
i /
OTHER SIGNIFICANT COMDITIONS CONTR|BUTING TO e
DEATH NOT RELATED TO THE DISEASE OR CON- /
DITIONCAUSING IT e
)KME (RUBBER STAMP) OF INSTITUTION OR NAME OF |-~
MEDICAL DOCTOR WITH ADDRESS :
WITNESS MY HAND THIS DAY OF 198
MEDICAL GUALIFICATIONS: ~ |SIGNATURE ‘

e

* THIS DOES NOT MEAN THE MODE OF DYING E.G., HEART FAILURE, ASTHENIA, ETC. -

IT MEANS THE {¥'SEASE. INJURY. OR COMPLICATION WHICH CAUSED DEATH.
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e
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Mo, | .
: 1 hereby, give permission 1 intecment/cremation of the body st
| \

Date .,‘Ngme ‘ : ”'

Otficiel Sess of Regisvar
of Births and Dosths




