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Mexico: Practices used in measuring stocks and flows of international migration 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Mexico is a country with a considerable  demographic, economic, social, cultural as well as geographic 
diversity, aspects that jointly explain a wide variety of human movements taking place at its territory. 
 
Different institutions in Mexico are regularly  trying to quantify and characterize some aspects of the 
migratory phenomenon. In an outstanding position we can find the National Institute of Migration (known 
by its Spanish acronym INAMI), the National Institute of Statistics, Geography and Informatics (INEGI), 
and an academic institution: the North Border College (COLEF), which is supported by the Ministries of 
the Interior and of Labor and Social Security.  
 
Diverse sources of information as well as observation and measuring units are used by these institutions 
to generate their own statistics. In response to legal situations, concepts are relatively different, some of 
them in fact moving away from international recommendations, making it difficult to observe the 
phenomenon in an integrated fashion and to compare it with other countries’ data. 
 
The present paper describes Mexican policies and administrative practices currently in place for 
authoriz ing the entrance and departure of people from the national territory. Then, it describes the 
characteristics of the statistics produced by the three afore-mentioned institutions, enclosing the 
compilation forms and definitions of concepts involved. A brief reflection follows regarding compliance 
of the information with the recommendations issued by the United Nations 1. As a conclusion, an account 
is made of the international projects in which there has been a participation aimed to improve both 
coverage as well quality of information. 
 
1.  Policies and administrative practices for authorizing entrance or departure of persons to the 

national territory 
 
In agreement with Mexico’s Political Constitution, all resident people in the country have freedom to 
move within the territory, but entrances and departures of it are regulated by the General Law of 
Population. This law endorses the Ministry of the Interior, through the National Institute of Migration 
(INAMI), the faculty to authorize the legal entrance to the country of foreigners, granting them the 
corresponding migratory category; to authorize changes requested among these categories; to know and 
register entrance and departure movements (both for nationals and foreigners); and to produce statistical 
information on the matter. The Law establishes that foreigners entering the country must be classified 
under one of the three following categories: non-immigrant, immigrant and immigrated.  
 
Non-immigrant population 
 
This category is granted to foreigners wishing to enter temporarily into the country under some of the 
following situations:  
 

                                                 
1 United Nations, “Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration”.  Statistical Papers, Series M, No.58, 
Rev.1, 1998. 
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- As tourist, with a stay not surpassing six months. They should be requested: passport, visa2, the 
filling of an application, and proof of economic solvency. In the case of children not traveling 
with their parents, a legal authorization from the parents is requested; 

 
- As person in transit, to which a stay of up to 30 days is authorized, and the above documentation 

is also requested; 
 

- As visitors  (investor, technician or scientist, pensioner, professional, trust employee, human 
rights observer for electoral processes, advisor, artist or sportsman/woman); to be dedicated for a 
period not surpassing a year in the exercise of some lucrative activity or not. In addition to the 
previously mentioned documentation, they must show a supporting letter from the institution or 
company to which they are linked;  

 
- As minister of cult or religious associated, allowed to remain up to one year, needing to have 

the endorsement of the religious association with which they will collaborate; 
 

- As political asylum seeker or refugee, to whom the authority grants permits based on their own 
circumstances; 

 
- As a student, for the duration of his/her studies, having to prove in addition the enrolment in an 

official institution(s); 
 

- As distinguished visitor, up to six months; 
 

- As local visitor, by not more than three days; 
 

- As provisional visitor, up to 30 days;  
 

- And as correspondent, who is granted a permit up to one year, requesting in addition to the 
common documentation, the accreditation of activities. 

 
The migratory form (FMTTV) is used to apply for entering the country as non-immigrant. This form is 
shown in Annex 1. 
 
Certainly, some of the previous categories such as tourists, transmigrants, as well local and provisional 
visitors, do not qualify to be considered as short or long term migrants, in terms of the recommendations 
of the United Nations. On the other hand, the remaining categor ies actually could qualify mainly by being 
in a position to renew their permission of stay, potentially fulfilling the requirement of duration of stay 
established by the UN recommendations. Moreover a large proportion of important part of people under 
this situation could consider the country as their place of usual residence. However, these criteria are not 
taken into consideration therefore they remain in the same legal situation as non-immigrants. 
 
Immigrant population 
 
This is a transit situation comprising all foreigners wishing to enter legally into the country for the first 
time with the intention of both staying and residing in it, and engaging in some specific activities; also 
those who, having arrived as non-immigrants apply for the same request. If Mexican authorities authorize 

                                                 
2 Mexico exempts from visa of tourist the citizens of 28 countries with which it has a reciprocity agreement. 
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this status, the definitive residence is only granted until they remain in the country up to five years and 
fulfill a set of requirements. 
 
These two conditions require presentation of the form "Migratory Proceeding Request ", shown as Annex 
2. 
 
When soliciting entrance under this title, foreigners must specify the activity that they will carry out from 
the following options: pensioner, investor, professional practitioner, tourist employee, scientist, 
technician, relative dependant of foreigner or Mexican, and artist or sportsman/woman. 
 
Foreigners under this condition can leave and enter the country, as long as the total time of absence does 
not exceed 18 months either in a continuous or interrupted form. This migratory category is lost if the 
absence exceeds two years. 
 
A foreigner can remain in this category of immigrant for five years. Then, he/she can apply to the 
National Institute of Migration for change of migratory condition from immigrant to immigrated.  
 
It can be observed that notwithstanding the criterion to qualify as immigrant is proportional with the 
intention to reside in a permanent way, to the extent it is linked in performing certain activities according 
to the country’s interest, seems to differ from the international recommendations. In practice, with the 
exception of cases consisting on people (mainly relatives) who enter the country for the first time under 
this category, the rest fulfill conditions of duration of stay and change of usual residence, even if the latter 
is not yet considered as definitive, according to Mexican authorities. 
 
Immigrated population 
 
This refers to foreign people in the country under the category of immigrants, who have been granted the 
definitive residence by the migratory authority, based on a request and its respective authorization. 
 
These people can dedicate themselves to any allowed activity, and enter and leave the country freely. 
However, if they remain outside the country for more than three consecutive years, or if in a span of ten 
years they are absent five, they lose this migratory condition. 
 
This category agrees with the concept of long term international immigrant, also its description differs 
from the international recommendation.  
 
National Registry of Foreigners  
 
The INAMI incorporates within a registry all foreigners entering the country as immigrants and 
immigrated, as well as some categories of the non-immigrants, namely the case of scientists and ministers 
of cult. This registry contains information related to the people and their economic activity, their address 
and family composition. People  registered are required to inform on changes taking place. 
 
2.  Exploitation of INAMI’s administrative registers for statistical purposes 
 
Border flow statistics  
 
The most well-known and disseminated statistics of the National Institute of Migration 
(www.inami.gob.mx) are those related to movements  (inflows and outflows) of people into and from the 
country, which are not strictly considered as migration statistics or about migrant people , since they 
consider neither the intention to reside, nor the duration of the stay or the change of usual residence. The 
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formats used are: the FME for Mexicans, filled at the time of entering any border port (shown in Annex 
3); and the FMTTV (shown in Annex 1), which is filled by foreigners exclusively at airports or maritime 
ports. 
 
Processing of first format (FME) allows production of statistics on the arrivals and departures of 
Mexicans, making distinction on whether they have their residence in Mexico or abroad. Thus, in the year 
2005 nearly 7.2 million movements of conational were registered, of which 4.4 million are arrivals and 
2.8 million are departures. 
 
Likewise, processing of FMTTV format provides information on the number of movements of foreigners 
taking place, distinguishing the ir migratory condition – non immigrant, immigrant or immigrated. During 
same year 2005, 20.7 million arrivals and 18.1 million departures of foreigners were recorded.   
 
Immigration stats from Migratory Proceeding Request 
 
Exploitation of data contained in the form “Migratory Proceeding Request” used for authorization of 
immigrants leads to the generation of statistics with respect to the number of people entering the country 
with the intention to reside in it; or while being immigrants they request to change their situation to 
immigrated. This is probably similar to the concept of annual authorized flow of international migrants. In 
this sense, during 2004 a total of 3,129 foreigners were registered as immigrants and 1,198 modified their 
situation to immigrated. Unfortunately, registration of definitive exits from the country, or death of these 
people are not statistically processed on a regular basis, as most of the time this information is not 
declared. 
 
Information contained in the National Registry of Foreigners by definition is the source to know the size 
(stock) of population subject to be considered as international authorized immigrants. However, this 
instrument is about to be concluded, systematized and updated. Thus, the country has not yet statistics on 
the matter ready to be used. 
 
Authorization to work on temporary basis (FMVA) 
 
An additional statistic connected with the subject in question, refers to the number of people asking for 
authorization to work on temporary basis at the southern border localities of the country, where they are 
provided with an entrance card (see form FMVA in annex 1). On this aspect, it is known that during 
2005, slightly less than 46 thousand authorization entrances for farm visitors were issued. 
 
Expulsions  
 
A final statistic produced by the INAMI is rela ted to the number of expulsions  (one individual can be 
detained in multiple occasions) of undocumented Mexicans, performed by authorities of the United States 
of America and data on undocumented foreigners returned by Mexican authorities. On this respect, during 
the year 2005 a total of 537 thousand Mexicans were returned and Mexican authorities carried out 232 
thousand devolutions, 43% to Guatemalans. 
 
3.  Statistics on international migration generated by INEGI 
 
Different from statistics generated by the INAMI, which consist of events contained in administrative 
records, the information produced by the National Institute of Statistic s, Geography and Informatics 
INEGI, is obtained by direct household interview to all resident population in the country ?or to a 
representative sample?  about their international migratory condition, or that of household’s members who 
are abroad. 
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Therefore censuses and some sociodemographic  surveys, by being “de jure” measurements, that is to say, 
photographs registering the usual resident population, quantify or estimate and characterize the total 
international immigrant population (stock) at a certain moment, based on the question on the place of 
birth. Additionally, population flows  of people are measured through the question related to the 
immediate previous residence or on a specified date ? usually five years before the interview.  This 
situation then distinguishes as recent immigrants, both foreigners and Mexicans returning to the country 
after having resided abroad. Under this criterion, the 2000 Population Census identified 493 thousand 
foreign-born persons resid ing in Mexico, and 336 thousand people arriv ing in the last five years, where 98 
thousand were born in another country and 238 thousand were nationals. 
 
Total international emigrants (stock), defined as people born in Mexico or foreign-born individuals 
that, having had Mexico as their usual place of residence, chose to go to live abroad, can not be quantif ied 
in a census or in a demographic survey taken in the place of origin of the movement. But attempts have 
been made to know something about the flow, by means of questions that identify the people  who in a 
recent period of time had gone to live abroad, differentiating those who continue residing abroad from 
those who have returned. Thus, the 2000 Census identified 1633 thousand people who moved to live or 
work to the United States of America between 1995 and date of enumeration. From these, 1235 thousand 
remained in the USA, 285 thousand had returned to Mexico, and 113 thousand people did not specify 
their situation. 
 
The information on the stock and flow of resident population in Mexico that emigrates abroad is generally 
complemented by consulting the statistics of international immigrants issued by censuses and surveys of 
the receiving countries. Thus, on one hand the Mexican Population Census counts, for instance, 21 
thousand Spanish immigrants or 24 thousand Guatemalans, and on the other, the Current Population 
Survey of the United States of America calculates that in year 2000 a total of 8.1 million Mexican-born 
people resided in that country; and that between 1995 and the year 2000 a little less than 1.9 million 
entered. 
 
Two other statistics are regularly obtained from population censuses and sociodemographic  surveys: the 
first one refers to commuters , described as people who, having their usual residence at the Mexican 
border, work on a daily basis or during rather short periods in the neighboring countries, as they have 
permission to enter within a strip of the territory; the second one refers to remittances received from 
abroad by Mexican households. The latter concept is additionally quantified by income and expenditure 
surveys as well administrative records of remittances through intermediaries, showing discrepancies 
between them due to the reluctance of households to declare in surveys this income; moreover, not all 
remittances between individuals in administrative records have the intention to serve as family support. 
 
The institutional website of INEGI (www.inegi.gob.mx) and Annex 4 of this paper show the questions 
included in the population census of the year 2000 for identification of the categories described. As can be 
observed, the definition of concepts related to migrant population agrees with the international 
recommendations regarding the change of place of usual residence, without specifying a fixed period of 
such residence. 
 
A limitation of household  censuses and surveys is the location and registering of international migrant 
population, as well as the identification of the place of usual residence and the permanence they have in 
the destination. Being "de jure", asking for "people who live at the dwelling", in the countries of origin 
some households do not consider as such those who emigrated, despite the fact that such emigrants had 
the intention to return, this being so when at the countries of destination they are not declared as residents 
considering that they have not settled. The duration of the stay may be difficult to determine when 
frequent inflow/outflow movements occur. Looking at the record side, quite frequently immigrants settle 
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down in a country without the required documentation. They may intentionally omit registering during 
counts; or, fearing expulsion, they do not declare themselves as foreigners.  
 
4.  North Border College statistics on migratory flows  
 
Starting in 1993, the North Border College (COLEF) ?a Mexican institution for research and graduated 
formation studies in disciplines linked with border issues?  signed with the ministries of Labor and of 
Interior an agreement to conduct a set of continuous sample  surveys (EMIF) at diverse points of the 
border with the United States of America.  These surveys were intended to deepen in the knowledge and 
explanation of migratory flows, by knowing firstly internal movements of nationals towards the Mexican 
border, either with the intention of working there or  to enter into the neighboring country; and secondly, 
entrance to the Mexican territory of nationals returning by their own will, or due to deportation by US 
authorities. 
 
Different to the approach taken by INEGI, in these surveys the measurement units are directly the people 
going to work to the United States (or returning from that country after a temporary work stay). Similarly, 
the observation units are the places where migrants concentrate ? inside bus stations, airports, or 
arrival/departure points located in the main Mexican cities throughout the entire border. These surveys do 
not try to measure the stock or total flow of international migrant population, as they exclude people 
entering or returning by air or by seaports, as well as residents of border cities who work in USA, and 
they consider that the same person can appear several times in the sample. What they do show are the 
flows of temporary migrant workers passing through those terminals (terrestrial or aerial) when going to 
or returning from the United States. Therefore, these instruments quantify changes in the intensity of 
movements, and mainly describe the conditions motivating and resulting in displacements; as well as 
people’s socioeconomic characteristics; their migratory experience; their penetration into work markets; 
and also the availability of documents authorizing their immigration into the receiving country. 
 
Annex 5 shows a part of one of the four different questionnaires used, together with definition of the most 
relevant concepts. Certainly, concepts differ from international recommendations, since they are designed 
to describe actual situations. The other questionnaires and surveys results are available at the institutional 
websites www.colef.mx and www.conapo.gob.mx. 
 
Commencing in 2004, this survey system began also to be taken at the South border of the country 
(specifically in the Guatemalan border localities), with the intention of measuring the Central American 
migratory flows going on there, heading either to Mexico or to the United States. 
 
5.  A pending statistic task: temporary and undocumented migration  
 
There are many areas where countries and the international community must pay greater attention to 
improve international migration statistics. An outstanding one refers to the measurement and 
characterization of population migrating for rather short periods of time and in a circular mode, and those 
following this pattern without knowledge of the country of origin and the authorization of the country of 
destination. These two sets are closely related and every day they receive greater importance for the 
amount and relevance they have both with regard socioeconomic development as well as the relationship 
of the countries involved. 
 
Temporary and circular migration occurs when two countries with remarkable inequalities share a border 
and tends to lack registration by household surveys of both countries, by reason of not having well 
defined their usual residence. Under these circumstances advances have been obtained by combining the 
residence criterion, with the one of presence.  
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When temporary migration gains magnitude and most is undocumented, the receiving country tends to 
take measures to prevent the access, which leads the temporary migrant extending his/her period of stay, 
and to become a long term undocumented migrant.  
 
The residual method is generally used to quantify this population, reducing authorized immigration to the 
estimation of the immigrant population obtained by household censuses or surveys. Generally, both 
measures lead to not quite reliable results, therefore it becomes advisable to explore alternatives such as 
the surveys on migratory flows taken at the borders. 
 
6.  Summary of migratory flows statistics generated in Mexico 
 
Taking as a framework of reference the taxonomy of international inflows and outflows proposed by the 
United Nations, it can be observed (see Annex 6) that Mexico offers information for about 38 of the 72 
categories considered, agreeing in general terms with definitions and concepts. 
 
7.  International cooperation actions for the exchange of information, integration, measuring or  

estimate size and flow of international migratory currents 
 
The increasing importance that the phenomenon of international migration has received, its close relation 
with other aspects of reality, and the ignorance still prevailing on the issue, have led the country in search 
of alliances aimed to improve statistics and to establish consensuses. Among these, the Binational Study 
Mexico-United States on Migration, the Statistical Information System on Migrations in Mesoamerica 
(SIEMMES) Project, and the North American Working Group on Migration Statistics can be mentioned. 
 
Facing the large differences prevailing in the middle of the 1990’s between the two countries and inside 
them regarding the size and characteristic of Mexican immigration in the United States of America, 
authorities of both nations agreed on carrying out during 1996 and 1997 the "Binational Study Mexico-
United States on Migration ". Twenty specialists ?ten Mexican and ten American?  were in charge of 
determining the approximate magnitude of the phenomenon and the characteristics of the population 
involved. Other aspects included were the causes and effects of movements as well as recommendations 
on policy actions to be adopted on the matter. 
 
The Binational Study explicitly acknowledged limitations of data availability both in Mexico and in the 
United States; accepted the complementariness of some sources; and took advantage of combining 
information. These aspects, alongside with the incorporation of findings and conclusions of previous 
studies, enabled the group to reach consensus on estimations about the number of emigrants. The 
consensus was founded on sound technical and methodological basis. For this reason these estimations 
are considered a necessary point of reference in approaching the subject. 
 
A recommendation proposed by this working group and that agreed with new approach adopted by the U. 
S. Census Bureau for the 2000’census, is about the change made in the definition of usual residence, 
which replaced the question from previous censuses on "..How many people usually live in this house?" 
(‘de jure’ or “by residence” criterion), with the one of "... How many people live or stay in the house the 
day of reference?" (‘de jure’ and ‘de facto’ combined criteria). This is complemented with the assumption 
that explicitly alludes to the inclusion of people who "are staying in the house while working, although 
they have another place to live" ? meaning temporary workers with labor purposes. This change increased 
the number of migrants, although the definition moved away from the international recommendation. 
 
In year 2006 this cooperation project was repeated. Differences with the previous one can be explained in 
the sense that the 1996-1997 study put less emphasis in the quantitative and measuring aspects, and more 
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in the explanatory factors of the phenomenon, as well as in the setting of recommendations for its 
attention. 
 
SIEMMES project constitutes an extension of the work that the International Organization for Migrations 
(OIM) has been developing in Central America in cooperation with ECLAC ? through the Latin American 
and Caribbean Center of Demography (CELADE). Its purpose is to offer governments as well  other 
national and regional information that enable them to know and follow up the magnitude and 
characteristics of international inflows and outflows of people taking place between countries of the 
Mesoamerican region (eight countries). They work in the articulation and matching of data generated by 
the different sources of information, paying particular attention to the agencies in charge of authorizing 
and regulating the entrance and departure of people (the INAMI is the agency for Mexico). Activities of 
the project also take care of training the countries’ human resources, and cooperate in the systematization 
of records, both for movements and legalization. 
 
The North American Working Group on Migration Statistics was formed in the year 2001, with the 
participation of the national statistical offices of Canada, Mexico and the United States of America. It is 
aimed at fostering the exchange of information on the matter; the conduct of cooperative studies; and the 
collaboration for measuring migration under an integrated and common approach. Two meetings have 
been held, where the organizations in charge of the migratory regulation and control at the three countries 
have been invited, counting also with the participation of UNSD representatives alongside some research 
centers. As a result, a diagnosis of the regional statistical situation, and a series of sociodemographic 
profiles of migrants, have been issued. 
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ANNEX 1:  Migratory Form for Tourist, Transmigrant, Visitor (FMTTV) 
 

Forms for arrivals/departures registration at airports of non-immigrant foreigners; 
 and identification cards for entrance of farm border workers and border visitors. 
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ANNEX 2 
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ANNEX 3:   Statistical Migratory Form (FME) in two versions:  
   foreigners (top) and nationals (bottom) 
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ANNEX 4:    Questions on migratory issues included in the questionnaire for the  
 XII Population and Housing Census 2000 

 
A. Short form questionnaire section about Internal and International Immigration  
 

1. For the quantification of international immigrant stock: 
 

 
    Concepts: 
 

Place of birth: State or country where the person was born. 
 

International migration: Change of place of people’s usual residence from one country to another. 
 

Usual resident:  Person regularly living in the dwelling, where he/she sleeps, cooks, eats and 
shelters from environmental conditions, and therefore recognizes it as his/hers place of residence. 
The concept includes domestic personnel and their relatives, as long as they sleep in the dwelling: 
It also includes the people who at the moment of the interview are present in the dwelling and 
have no other fixed place to live. 
 

 
2. For quantification of international immigrant flow (foreign and Mexican): 

 

 
 
Concepts: 

 
Immigrant: Person who enters in a certain geographic unit (municipality or district, state or 
country), to live in it. 
 
Place of residence at a specified date in the past (usually five years before in this case January 
1995): Country, state, municipality or delegation where the person resided.  



 15 

B. Long form questionnaire for quantification of international emigrant flow (foreign and 
Mexican): 
 
1.  For quantification of international emigrant flow (foreign and Mexican): 

 

 
 
Concepts: 
 

Condition of international migration in homes: Situation that distinguishes households depending 
on the fact the whether some of its members have moved or not during the last five years to live 
abroad. 

 
International emigration: Action through which a person leaves his/her country of usual residence 
to settle down in another country. In this case, the last migratory movement made between 
January 1995 and February of year 2000 should be considered. 
 
Emigrant to the United States: Person who in the last five years previous to the interview had left 
Mexico to live in the United States, independently of whether he/she has returned or not to reside 
in Mexico. 
 
Returning migrant from the United States: Person who had emigrated from the Mexican Republic 
to the United States, but at the moment of the interview was residing again in Mexico. 
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2.  For quantification of commuters:  

 

 
 
Concepts: 
 

Place of work: Location of the municipality or district, state or country of the company; 
agricultural plot; business; or public/private institution where the occupied population worked in 
the week of reference. 

 
 
3.  For the identification of the homes that receive resources of the outside (remittances). 
 

 
 
Concepts: 
 

Relatives’ aid from another country: Money received by 12 years-old and up household members 
coming from relatives who reside abroad. This income is published in monthly minimum wages. 
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ANNEX 5:  Mexico North Border Migration Survey 
 
1.  Questions for quantification and characterization of flows going to the North border looking for a job 

or trying to go into the USA. 
 

 
 

SELECTED QUESTIONS 
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Concepts: 
 
Migrant: Person in transit at survey points located in the Mexican north border and having characteristics 
of any of the following groups: 
 
Ø Migrants proceeding from the South: Persons coming from the south of the Mexican north border, 

heading to the United States or to a border city; older than 12 years; born outside the United States; 
living neither at the United States nor at the survey city. Their movement is caused by labor reasons 
?to work or looking for a job?, business, change of usual residence place, being in transit to the 
north, or any other reason. The last case applies only if they do not have a job, or a committed 
returning date to their usual place of residence.  

 
Ø Migrants proceeding from the North: Persons coming from the United States or from a border city; 

older than 12 years; born outside the United States; not living at the survey city. Their movement to 
the North border or to the United States was made by labor reasons ?to work or looking for a job?, 
business, change of usual residence place, or any other reason. The last case applies only if the stay 
was for more than a month. 

 
Ø Returned migrants: Persons older than 12 years returned to Mexico by the US Border Patrol. 
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Ø Type of migrant: Classification used for migrants proceeding from the South, including labor and 
potentially labor migrant categories. 

 
Ø Labor migrants having the United States as destination: Persons living in Mexico moving from inner 

country places to the north border and in one of the following situations: 
 

• Trying to go into the United States in order to work or to look for a job. 
• Trying to go into the United Status for any other reason than working or looking for a job, 

but with previous stays in Unites States to work or to look for a job (that is, they have 
labor migratory background in the United States) 

• Going to the north border for any other reason than to work or to look for a job, but 
having labor migratory background in the United States. 

• Those who did not specify the reason for their staying, but who have labor migratory 
background in the United States. 

 
Ø Labor migrants with the north border as destination. Persons living in Mexico, moving from inner 

country places to the north border in order to work or looking for a job. 
 
Ø Potentially labor migrants with the United States as destination. Persons living in Mexico moving 

from inner country places thru the north border, to intend cross to the United States for other reasons 
than and not having labor migratory antecedents in the United States. 

 
Ø Potentially labor migrants with the United States as destination. Persons living in Mexico moving 

from inner country places to the north border, not having labor migratory background in the United 
States and in one of the following situations: 
 

• Their movement has been caused for other reasons than to work or to look for a job in the 
north border. 

• The cause of the movement is unknown. 
 

Ø Migrants that worked in the United States3. People who return to Mexico coming from the United 
States, voluntarily or not, and that worked there during their last time in that country. 

 
Ø Migrants that worked in the north border. People returning from the Mexican northern border, having 

a job in the border city, staying there more time this last time. In the case of the people deported by 
the US Border Patrol, those who worked in the border city where they crossed to the United States the 
last time are considered.  

                                                 
3 This classification is used only for the north proceeding flow, as it makes reference to the most recent labor 

experience. 
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ANNEX 6:  Categories considered by the United Nations, where Mexico is generating information 
 

 
CITIZENS CITIZENS

OUTFLOWS INFLOWS OUTFLOWS INFLOWS
1. Border  workers Foreign border workers Foreign border workers Border workers

2. Departing citizens in transit Arriving foreigners in transit
Departing foreigners in 
transit

Arriving citizens in 
transit

3. Departing excursionists Arriving foreign 
excursionists

Departing foreign 
excursionists

Returning excursionists

4. Departing tourists Arriving foreign tourists Departing foreign 
tourists

Returning tourists

5. Departing business 
travellers

Arriving foreign business 
travellers

Departing foreign 
business travellers 

Returning business 
travellers

6. Departing diplomatic and 
consular personnel

Arriving foreign diplomatic 
and consular personnel

Departing foreign 
diplomatic and consular 
personnel

Returning diplomatic 
and consular personnel

7. Departing military 
personnel

Arriving foreign Military 
personnel

Departing foreign 
Military personnel

Returning Military 
personnel

8. Nomads Nomads Nomads Nomads
9. Citizens departing to study 
abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
as students

Departing foreign 
students

Citizens returning from 
studying abroad

10. Citizens departing to de 
trained abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
as trainees

Departing foreign 
trainees

Citizens returning from 
being trained abroad

11. Citizens departing to 
work abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
as migrant workers

Departing foreign 
migrant workers

Citizens returning from 
working abroad

12. . Citizens departing to 
work in an international 
abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
as international civil 
servants

Departing foreign 
international civil 
servants

Citizens returning after 
having worked in an 
international 
organization abroad

13. Citizens departing to 
establish themselves in a 
country where they have the 
right to free establishment

Arriving foreigners having 
the right to free 
establishment

Foreigners departing 
after having exercised 
their right to free 
establishment

Citizens returning from 
a country where they 
exercised their right 
free establishment 

14. Citizens departing to 
settle abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
for settlement without limits 
on duration of stay

Foreign settlers 
departing

Citizens returning after 
having settled abroad

15. Citizens departing to form 
a family or join their 
immediate relatives abroad

Arriving foreigners admitted 
for family formation or 
reunification

Departing foreigners 
originally admitted for 
family formation or 
reunification 

Citizens returning after 
having migrated for 
family formation or 
reunification

16. Citizens departing to 
seek asylum

Foreigners admitted as 
refugees

Departing refugees Repatriating refugees

17. Citizens departing to 
seek asylum Foreigners seeking asylum

Departing former 
asylum-seekers (not 
granted refugee status)

Returning former 
asylum-seekers

18. Citizens departing without 
the necessary admission 
permits

Foreigners whose entry is 
not sanctioned Deported foreigners

Citizens being deported 
from abroad

INEGI INAMI STPS-COLEF Others

FOREIGNERS

 
 

 


