The background questionnaire for the Time-Use during crises instrument collects a comprehensive set of
information designed to support the analytical objectives of a rapid assessment of time-use namely to:
e assess the distribution of unpaid care and household work between sex and for certain subgroups
of the population during a crisis;
¢ better understand changes in daily activities caused by a crisis; and
* better understand the relationship between the effects of the crisis on daily activities based on
economic and other social characteristics.

The background questionnaire and the Time-Use instrument during crises were prepared by the sub-
group on Time-Use Statistics during Crises of the UN Expert Group on Innovative and Effective Ways to

Collect Time-Use Statistics?.

Key recommendations

For the background questionnaire, efforts were made to choose common collected information to
maximise comparability across countries and groups within countries and to enable disaggregation
/analysis by important characteristics of the population using internationally agreed concepts and

definitions.

Recommendationl. The background questionnaire should collect information in the following six main
areas:
¢ basic demographic characteristics (age and sex);
¢ household and family characteristics (number of person in the household, marital status and
relationship);
e educational characteristics (education attainment, school attendance);
e labour-force status and employment (Country’s questions to get at employment status, occupation,
industry and labour force status or Minimum set of questions proposed by ILO);
e geography (country specific minimum); e.g., urban/rural; subnational categories); and
¢ migration characteristics (country of birth, country of citizenship, year of arrival).

Recommendation2. It is recommended that countries use their current standard questions whether
from Census or other surveys, to collect information on the six main characteristic areas to reflect
national circumstances and improve coherence across national sources.
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Recommendation 3. Understanding the distribution of time spent on activities by sex and across
subgroups of the population is one of the major objectives of the instrument on Time-Use during crises.
To this end, in addition to information on the above characteristics, the country could also decide to
collect data regarding the language, disability, visible minority, indigenous or any other characteristics of
interest for analytical purposes.

Questionnaire Items and Examples of Questions
This section provides examples of questions wordings that can be used or adapted in developing the
background questionnaire.

» Household size
How many people currently live in your household, including yourself?
HEnter number ( ) between 1 and X

» Household composition and relationship
For each person living in your household, please provide the following information starting with a
household adult member.

Name date of birth Sex Marital status Relationship to 1st person
(YYYY/MM/DD) | MorF (Drop down list country’s | entered
answers) (drop down list country’s
answers)
An Example 9999/11/22 MorF Single 1st person

» For geographic distribution it is recommended to collect the country specific minimum
or as collected in the census questionnaire

-What is your postal code?

Country specific scheme for collection

(numbers, numbers and letters, ...)

OR

-In which town/village/district do you live? (drop down list)

> Ethnic origin questions
Respondent’s country of birth / Citizenship / year of arrival

-Where were you born? (drop down list of countries)

-From which country/(ies) are you a citizen? (drop down list)

-Are you now, or have you ever been a landed immigrant in (country name)?
In what year did you first arrive in (country name)?

» Respondent educational attainment questions
Respondent’s highest level of school achieved




-What is your highest level of school completed?
-Are you currently attending school?

> Labour force questions
Respondent’s activity status, occupation, industry, status of employment

- Please consult Employment Annex 1 prepared by ILO



