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Women are more often responsible 
for water collection than men are

When water is not available on the premises, 
women are more often responsible for water collec-
tion than men are. In 38 of the 48 countries with 
available data, the percentage of households where 
an adult woman (15 years or over) is the person 
responsible for water collection is much larger than 
the percentage of households where an adult man 
is the person responsible. This is the case in both 
rural and urban areas in the majority of sub-Saha-
ran African countries and in rural areas of some 
Asian countries. On average, an adult woman is the 
person usually carrying home the water in 63 per 
cent of rural households and 29 per cent of urban 
households in sub-Saharan Africa (figure 7.1). In 
comparison, an adult man has this responsibility 
in 11 per cent of rural households and 10 per cent 
of urban households. In rural areas in Asia, women 
are the ones fetching the water in 30 per cent of 
households and men in 13 per cent. In contrast, 
in rural and urban areas in Latin America and the 
Caribbean the burden falls more often on men.

Girls under 15 years are also more likely than boys 
of the same age to be in charge of water collec-
tion (figure 7.1). In sub-Saharan Africa, the usual 
person collecting water in rural areas is a girl in 
7 per cent of households and a boy in 3 per cent 
of households. In Cameroon, Ghana, Sierra Leone 
and Uganda, a girl is the main person to collect 
water in more than 10 per cent of rural house-
holds. In urban areas of sub-Saharan Africa, girls 
and boys are the predominant water collectors in 

4 and 3 per cent of households, respectively. In 
rural areas in Asia, girls and boys from 2 per cent 
of households are the usual persons collecting the 
water. It must be noted that the percentages shown 
refer to the situation where a child is the main 
person collecting water; the proportion of house-
holds where children are involved to some degree 
in water collection is undoubtedly much higher.

Table 7.1
Households within 15 minutes from a source of 
drinking water by region and urban/rural areas, 
2000–2008 (latest available)

Households within 
15 minutes from a source 

of drinking water (%)

Total Urban Rural

Sub-Saharan Africa (40) 54 74 42

Eastern Africa (15) 46 71 33

Middle Africa (6) 51 69 37

Southern Africa (4) 66 89 49

Western Africa (15) 60 75 50

Asia (24) 84 93 78

Central Asia (5) 82 93 72

South-Eastern Asia (6) 89 95 86

Southern Asia (4) 83 90 80

Western Asia (8) 88 97 79

Latin America and 
the Caribbean (13) 90 94 83

Caribbean (5) 85 90 74

Central America (4) 91 95 87

South America (4) 94 97 88

Eastern Europe (7) 97 98 95

Source: Computed by the United 
Nations Statistics Division based 
on data from Macro International, 
Demographic and Health Survey 
(DHS) reports (2009a); Macro 
International, Demographic and 
Health Survey (DHS) STATcompiler 
(2009b); UNICEF, Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 
reports (2009).
Note: Unweighted averages; the 
numbers in brackets indicate the 
number of countries averaged. 
The averages calculated for 
Asia cover countries from the four 
sub-regions presented in the table 
and Mongolia (Eastern Asia).

Source: Computed by the United 
Nations Statistics Division based 
on data from Macro International, 
Demographic and Health Survey 
(DHS) reports (2009a) and UNICEF, 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 
(MICS) reports (2009).
Note: Unweighted averages; the 
numbers in brackets indicate the 
number of countries averaged. 
The difference up to 100 per 
cent is made up by the share of 
households where a person from 
outside the household would 
collect the water or missing 
information.0
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Figure 7.1
Distribution of households by person responsible for water collection, by region and urban/rural areas, 
2005–2007 (latest available)




