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Table 5 - Demographic Yearbook 2017 
 
 
 Table 5 presents national estimates of mid-year population for all available years between 2008 and 2017. 
 
 Description of variables:  Mid-year estimates of the total population are those provided by national 
statistical offices.  They refer to the de facto or de jure population on 1 July of the reference year. Exceptions 
to this are footnoted accordingly. The data are presented in thousands, rounded by the Statistics Division of 
the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 
 
 For some countries or areas the figures presented in this table and the figures used to calculate rates in 
subsequent tables are not the same, as these countries have provided a reference population for vital events 
that is different than the total population. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all estimates relate to the population within present geographical boundaries. 
Major exceptions to this principle are explained in footnotes. 
   

Reliability of data: Reliable mid-year population estimates are those that are based on a complete census 
(or on a sample survey) and have been adjusted on a basis of a continuous population register or on the 
balance of births, deaths and migration.  Reliable mid-year estimates appear in roman type. Mid-year 
estimates that are not calculated on this basis are considered less reliable and are shown in italics. 
 

Limitations:  Statistics on estimates of the mid-year total population are subject to the same qualifications 
as have been set forth for population statistics in general in section 3 of the Technical Notes. 
 

International comparability of mid-year population estimates is also affected by the fact that some of these 
estimates refer to the de jure, and not the de facto, population. These are indicated in the column titled “Code”. 
The difference between the de facto and the de jure population is discussed in section 3.1.1 of the Technical 
Notes. 
 

Earlier data:  Estimates of mid-year population have been shown in previous issues of the Demographic 
Yearbook. Information on the years and specific topics covered is presented in the Historical Index. 
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