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● Flows from Venezuela

● Return migration to the North 
of Central America

● Diaspora

● Migrant caravan

● Secondary migrants

15
MILLIONS
OF MIGRANTS

A region in 
movement



0,1% - 0,25% GDP
Main host countries
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Venezuelan Migration
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Migrant Acceptance Index 2016 - 2019
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Myths and false believes



1. Lower socio-economic integration

2. Fiscal impacts

3. Lower economic growth

4. Intragroup violence

5. Trust

Social exclusion has costs for migrant populations...

But also, for receiving communities. 





Source: Research on Public Attitudes to Migration: What, Where and by Who? (OPAM)

We need more information







Public Perceptions Laboratory on Migration

Public 
Perceptions 

Laboratory on 
Migration 

Experiments on changing attitudes 
and behaviors

Analysis and visualization of 
social media conversation on 

migration

Repository of studies and best 
practices  on perceptions and 
migration

Analysis and visualization of 
regional public opinion 
surveys



26 countries and cities

The 
conversation 

about migration 
on LAC

Public Perceptions Laboratory on Migration

What’s the volume 
of the conversation 
online? 

Conversation

¿How’s the sentiment 
towards migration on 
social media? 

Migratory 
sentiment 

What do people 
talk about on social 
media?

Conversation

How’s the 
experience of 
migrant 
populations?

Communities
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Resources



Final Conclusions
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The conversation on migration is increasing



There are themes that matter more than others...

Source: Public Perceptions Laboratory on Migration 

Security  23.8% 

Migration Policy

15.9%

Borders  5.8% 

Gender 11.9% 

Services 9.9% Labour 9.3% 

Migratory Visibility

9.8% 



Source: Public Perceptions Laboratory on Migration 

Evolution of sentiment about migration on Twitter
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Xenophobic conversation on Twitter

Source: Public Perceptions Laboratory on Migration 



But we can change the narrative





https://laboratoriomigracion.iadb.org/



Thank you!


