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Insights from 
Administrative 

Migration Data in LAC

This report was prepared in collaboration with the OECD.



Main Findings

✓ Crisis in Venezuela is the largest factor in regional migration growth

✓ Reorientation of regional migration towards intra-regional flows

✓Declining share (and numbers) of migrants from outside the region

✓ Increasing emigration from the region to extra-regional OECD countries

✓ Regional mobility schemes contribute to mobility

✓ Lack of formal status is a big challenge for some migrant populations



Methodology

✓Data on permits is not the same as the standard demographic measure of 
migrants – disregards length of stay and migrants’ “intent” at time of entry

✓ Focus on the type of permit/visa received, distinguishing between migrant 
and non-migrant, and permanent versus temporary

✓Data are related to actual policies – provides insights into how specific 
polices are used by migrants

✓Data in the report extends only to 2019. Updates forthcoming.

Weaknesses of permit data
• Irregularity
• Changes in status

Strengths of permit data
• Policy relevance
• Timeliness



LAC Totals

• Peak in 2018

• 2019 still 50% above 2015

• OECD Average 8 permits per 
1,000 population (2010-18)
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Migration from Venezuela

• Permits, not total flows

• Large regularizations in 2018

• Brazil and Ecuador grant large numbers in 
2019

• More regularizations in 2020-21

Permits issued to Venezuelans in 15 LAC countries
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New destinations within LAC

• Chile, Colombia, and 
Peru are issuing an 
increasing share of 
permits in LAC

• Excluding Venezuelans, 
Chile and Peru showed 
the largest gains

Change in Share of All Permits, p.p.
2017-2019 vs 2015-2016
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Declining Immigration from outside LAC

• Gradual decline from most extra-
regional countries

• Overall, extra-regional permits in 
2019 were 83% of the 2015 
level.

• Permits to Europeans were 28% 
lower in 2019 than in 2015; to 
Asians and North Americans 13% 
lower.

• Increases only to Barbados, 
Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay 
(representing 10% of the total)

Immigration from outside the region in 15 LAC Countries



Increasing Emigration

• 1.3 million permits to LAC migrants in extra-regional 
OECD in 2018 – up 45% vs 2015

• Largest growth (156%) among Venezuelans (71,000 
permits in 2018)

• The numbers of permits to Colombians, Nicaraguans, 
and Hondurans each also more than doubled over 
the period.

• The USA and Spain were the primary destinations, 
with significant numbers of permits for some 
nationalities to the UK, Canada, France, Portugal, and 
Germany.

• Though small relative to the totals, significant 
numbers of permits in Asia and Oceania OECD 
members were granted to Brazilians, Mexicans, 
Colombians, Argentines, Peruvians, and Chileans.

• The growing diaspora can promote higher 
remittances and more knowledge transfer

+26% +130%

+38%

USA and Canada (70%) Europe (28%)

Asia and Oceania (2%) Latin America OECD

Emigration to Extra-Regional OECD, change, 2018 vs 2015

Share of LAC Emigrants to Extra-regional OECD, 2018



Regional Mobility Mechanisms

Mercosur Residence Permit

• 10 Countries allow citizens of 
any of them automatic 2-year 
residence and right to apply for 
permanent residence

• Total annual number doubled 
over the 5 years: 74K to 156K

• Primary permit granted to 
Venezuelans in Ecuador

• Rapid growth over 5 years in 
Chile (33%), Ecuador (190%), 
Paraguay (124%), Peru (4400%)

• High shares of permits to 
eligible migrants in Brazil 
(79%), Bolivia (70%), Paraguay 
(60%), and Ecuador (54%)

*Venezuelans’ eligibility suspended in most 
member countries.

MERCOSUR Residence
Permits in 2019 (‘000s)

12 CARICOM CSME Members

CARICOM Skilled Nationals and 
Right of Establishment

• Self-employed and those with certain skills 
may seek work in other CSME nations. May 
bring dependents

• Guyana and Barbados combined issue 
hundreds of such permits each year
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Conclusions 2015-2019

✓Greater numbers of migrants in the region – Venezuelan crisis and others

✓Transformation of migration patterns – increasingly intra-regional 
movement, with a significant decrease in extra-regional immigrants

✓Continuing growth of the diaspora in extra-regional OECD countries

✓Regularization is important for migrant integration, and is moving 
forward in LAC

Policy-relevant data is needed to guide investments in both hard and soft 
infrastructure, to improve the lives of migrants in the region



Preliminary data for 2020-2022

Continuing trend of increasing intra-regional share of migrants
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Preliminary data for 2020-2022

Increasing permits issued by Mexico
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Much of the increase in total permits is explained by 
regularizations and recognition of refugees among 
migrants seeking entry to the US.
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Explore the data – datamig.iadb.org/permits



PUBLICATIONS

Migration Policies

40 Policy indicators

>400 Laws and regulations

Remittances
Data and analysis of flows of personal 

remittances to LAC countries

Data Inventory

Survey of the availability of census 

and houshole survey data covering 

migrants

Migrant Profiles

Preliminary analysis of economic 

integration



26 countries and cities

Conversation about 
migration in LAC

How much is talked 
about migration on 
social media?

Conversation

How is the sentiment 
towards the migration 
conversation on social 
media?

Attitudes towards 
migration

What is said about 
migration on social 
media?

Conversation

What do migrants feel?

Communities

Citizen perception laboratory on migration

https://laboratoriomigracion.iadb.org
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