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What is mapping of administrative data?

• Mapping of administrative data sources can help identify available 
administrative data sources which can be used for producing official statistics

• Mapping gives a full picture, e.g., within a sector:

✓Identify administrative data sources already used for official statistics

✓Identify administrative data sources which could be a new source for official 
statistics

• Either replacing partly or entirely surveys or producing new information 
on society which is not yet published.



Why is mapping useful? 

To avoid requesting data that already exists (e.g., we use 
administrative data instead of asking questions in a survey)

To understand the scope of possibilities of new statistics

It improves cooperation within the National Statistics System



Different types of approaches (inventories)

• There are two types of approaches to map to administrative data
• Inventory of administrative data sources available within a sector that can be 

used for statistics
• Inventory of statistics that are produced based on administrative data

• The information obtained during the mapping, can be stored in 
inventories:
• National inventory of all administrative data sources
• Specific inventories of administrative data for a sector



Example: what New Zealand did to identifying data 
sources for use in their census



Example: New Zealand
Mapping admin data sources for data and statistics on 

life events

Source: Statistics New Zealand



Example: Bhutan mapping of the education sector



Example: South Africa electoral data

• The mapping tool was used in South 
Africa by the Independent Electoral 
Commission and UN Women to map 
the electoral data system of South 
Africa

• the mapping identified that statistics 
on voter participation by age, sex and 
region/municipality can be produced

• It was also discussed that the 
information that the Electoral 
Commission holds is often more up to 
date than the information in the 
population register



Mapping can happen as part of developing a 
National Strategy for the Development of 

Statistics (NSDS)

The process of developing NSDS 
and engagement of relevant 
stakeholders is a perfect 
opportunity to get an overview 
of administrative data sources in 
the country



Mapping tool 
to identify 

administrative 
data within a 

sector



Example: 
Health sector



Example: 
Health sector



Thank you!

martina.desaverio@un.org
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