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Time use data and the care economy

oTime use can measure unpaid labour: 
caregiving and housework.

oA large portion of unpaid care is provided 
by family members and is invisible.

$516–860 
billion

the estimated 
economic value of 
unpaid household 

work in 2019 

25–30%

of Canada’s GDP: 
the estimated  

value of unpaid 
household work in 

2019 
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Defining unpaid care work

Direct care

→ Narrowest

→ Adult care, child care 
(primary activity) 

→ Easily defined, but… 
underestimate?

Direct + indirect

→ Common definition (e.g., 
ILO 2018)

→ Direct care + housework

→ More inclusive, but… 
housework vs. care?

Direct + indirect + 
supervisory

→ Broadest (e.g., Folbre 
2018, 2021)

→ Includes ‘supervision’

→ Most inclusive, but… hard 
to measure/too broad?
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%

How can Time Use statistics provide insights 

about the care economy?
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Strengths Challenges



Time use: Undercounting (and undervaluing) care?

• Comparing the diary to survey question:

• Last week, how many hours did you 

spend… looking after [children/seniors 

in/outside household] without pay?

• Many more “carers” through survey 

question – especially for non-household!

• What are we missing when we value unpaid 

care work with only the diary?

• Irregular care – timeframe matters

• Indirect and supervisory care – range of 

care activities matters
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Diary 
participation

Survey question

Children 
(<15)

2,722 5,579

Household 2,467 3,158

Non-household 323 3,123

Seniors (65+) 419 3,274

Household 239 491

Non-household 200 2,867

Table: N of respondents reporting any care in diary vs. 

survey question



Statistics Canada’s care economy project

• Consulted widely with stakeholders within and external to Statistics 

Canada

• Published a conceptual framework on defining and scoping the care 

economy in Canada

• Resources for care economy data and analysis on StatCan’s Gender, 

Diversity, and Inclusion Statistics hub

• Research on sandwich caregiving with new survey data from the 

Canadian Social Survey



In Canada, the Care Economy proposed definition 
is being refined

The care economy is that sector of the 

broader economy comprising the provision of 

paid and unpaid care work that supports the 

physical, psychological and emotional needs 

of care-dependent persons*.

6*Care-dependent persons are comprised of children under 15 and adults over 15 with long term conditions or disabilities



Delivering insight through data for a better Canada
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Thank you! Please stay connected …

– Statistics Canada Website
– The Daily (released at 8:30 am every 

weekday)
– StatsCAN Plus

– StatsCAN App
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• Surveys and Statistical 
Programs

• Data Service Centres

• My StatCan

Questions? Contact us:
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca

Facebook Twitter YouTubeRedditLinkedInInstagram

http://www.statcan.ca/
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/dai-quo/index-eng.htm?HPA=1
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/o1/en/plus
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/sc/mobile-applications
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/surveys?MM=1
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/surveys?MM=1
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/dsc?HPA=1
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/mystatcan/login
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
https://www.facebook.com/StatisticsCanada
https://twitter.com/statcan_eng
https://www.youtube.com/statisticscanada
http://www.reddit.com/user/StatCanada
https://www.linkedin.com/company/statcan/
https://www.instagram.com/statcan_eng
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