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Indicators for SDG Target 5.2 
Elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls in the public and private 

spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation

Indicator 5.2.1: Proportion of ever-partnered 
women and girls aged 15 years and older subjected 
to physical, sexual or psychological violence by a 
current or former intimate partner in the previous 
12 months, by form of violence and by age. 

Indicator 5.2.2: Proportion of women and girls 
aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual 
violence by persons other than an intimate 
partner in the previous 12 months, by age and 
place.



Violence against women prevalence estimates and update of WHO 
Global Prevalence database

1995 - 2010
Published 2013

2000 - 2018
Published 2021

Update 2000 - 2024
Planned publication 2025

Global, regional and national VAW 
prevalence estimates for lifetime and 
past 12 months:

Physical intimate partner violence*

Sexual intimate partner violence*

Physical and/or sexual IPV

National regional and global prevalence 
of non-partner sexual violence*

Time trends (2000-2024)*

*will be published for the first time
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What is NEW in the 2024 violence against women prevalence 
estimates?

Internationally comparable global, regional and national lifetime and past 12 months prevalence 

estimates of:

oPhysical intimate partner violence

o Sexual intimate partner violence

oPhysical and/or sexual intimate partner violence

oPast 12 months prevalence of non-partner sexual violence

o Lifetime (since age 15) prevalence of non-partner sexual violence

o Examine time trends (2000 – 2024)



Study inclusion criteria

• Population-based studies 
representative at the national or sub-
national level

• Conducted between 2000 and 2023 
(available by Nov 2024)

• Used acts-based measures of 
violence

Global Database on the Prevalence of Violence Against Women

Search strategy

• Comprehensive and systematic 
review electronic databases

• Searches of national and 
international meta-data repositories

• Microdata analyses from over 90 
Demographic and Health Surveys 

• WHO mandated formal country 
consultations



Data availability [2000 – 2024]

2013

• 141 studies

• 85 countries and areas

2018

• 339 studies

• 161 countries and areas

2024

• ~589 studies

• 168 countries and areas covering 100% of GBD and SDG regions

Greater availability and quality of data: of age- and region dis-aggregated data; and on 
husband/partner perpetrating violence; specific acts used to measure violence; reporting of 
interviewer training



Data availability: Physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence

Lifetime prevalence of physical and/or sexual IPV Past year prevalence of physical and/or sexual IPV

Lifetime Past 12 months

Number of studies 437 (307) 429 (332)

Nationally representative studies 356 360

Number of countries/areas represented 162 (154) 163 (159)

Countries with 1 study only 51 62

Countries with 2 studies only 48 40

Countries with 3 studies only 27 22

Countries with 4 or more studies 36 39

Number of Global Burden of Disease regions represented 21 (100%) 21 (100%)



SDG Target 5.2: Elimination of all forms of violence against 
women and girls in the public and private spheres

Indicator 5.2.2: Proportion of women and girls 
aged 15 years and older subjected to sexual 
violence by persons other than an intimate partner 
in the previous 12 months, by age and place



Data availability: Non-partner sexual violence

Lifetime Past 12months

Number of studies 251 (227) 182 

Number of countries/areas represented 142 (137) 122

Countries with 1 study only 70 83

Countries with 2 studies only 41 23

Countries with 3 studies only 22 12

Countries with 4 or more studies 9 4

Number of GBD regions represented 21 (100%) 21(100%)



WHO Country Consultation Process

Purpose

•  Member States to review source data.

• Ensure the inclusion of additional data sources 
that may not have been previously identified.

• Review the methods and statistical model 
applied to country data to generate 
internationally comparable national estimates.

• Review the individual  draft country estimates 
derived from the statistical model applied to 
national country data. 

Process

1. Official Circular Letter sent out by WHO’s 
Governing Bodies

2. Member States nomination of Focal 
Points through dedicated email address

3. Documentation sent out to nominated 
national Focal Point(s) and Member 
States SDG Focal Point

4. Consultations open for 8 weeks through 
WHO official Country Consultation Portal

• Interactive regional webinars

5. Update of data and finalization of 
estimates 

WHO’s quality standards for data publication and prior to the official release of any 
health estimates



Timeline for estimates’ publication

Technical Advisory 
Group meeting

[September 2024]

WHO-mandated 
country consultations

[Dec/Jan’24 – Feb 
2025]

Finalization and 
publication of 

estimates

[April – Sept 2025]
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