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Gender statistics program at ESCWA

The Program for Regional Gender Statistics was established in 1997.

At its 25th session in 2008, ESCWA adopted Resolution 286 (XXV) on the production of 
gender statistics for the purposes of equality and women’s empowerment.

The program is implemented by the Statistical Policies and Coordination Unit of the 
Statistics, Information Society and Technology Cluster at ESCWA.



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Paragraph 48

• ...There will be a need for reliable and disaggregated 
data that can be obtained in a timely manner that will help 
measure progress achieved and ensure comprehensive 
benefit from which no one is left behind. This data is 
essential to the decision-making process.

• SDG indicators should be disaggregated, as 
appropriate, in terms of income, sex, age, racial or ethnic 
affiliation, migration status, disability, geographical location 
or other characteristics, in accordance with the basic 
principles of official statistics.

(General Assembly Resolution 68/261).

Target 17-18 on: 

Enhance capacity-building to 
increase the availability of 
high-quality, timely and 
reliable data disaggregated by 
gender, and other relevant 
characteristics.



2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

SDG5 Gender Equality Targets

Beijing Platform for Action

12 Critical Areas of Concern

5.1
End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere 1- Women and poverty

2- Education and training of women

3- Women and health

4- Violence against women

5- Women and armed conflict

6- Women and the economy

 

7- Women in power and decision-making

8- Institutional mechanisms

 for the advancement of women

9- Human rights of women

10- Women and the media

11- Women and the environment

12- The girl-child

5.2 

Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls SDG 5
Achieve gender 

equality and empower

all women and girls

5.3
Eliminate all harmful practices

9 TARGETS

5.4

Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work

5.5

Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal 

opportunities for leadership at all levels

14 GENDER SPECIFIC 

INDICATORS

5.6 

Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights

5.a 

Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources.

5.b

Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and 

communications technology.
5.c 

Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation



https://www.unescwa.org/gender-statistics

ESCWA activities

 

• Capacity building 

• E-learning 

• Regional and bilateral workshops and trainings 

• Technical consultations

• Statistical reports and publications

• Country profiles   

• Guidelines

• Collect and create databases 

• A glossary of gender terms 

• Newsletter



5 Inter-agency and 
expert group

Measuring sustainable 
development goals indicatorsAnalyzing gender 

statistics

Violence Against 
Women

Time Use 
Survey

since 2018
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2018
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29 National Workshops

Meetings and trainings

Training of Trainers
(3)



The Arab Gender Gap 
Report 2020

Gender Lens 
Pocketbook

Statistical reports and publications

Interactive online AGGR 2020 Dashboard

Full AGGR 2020 

The AGGR 2020 Key messages flyer

The AGGR 2020 video

https://www.unescwa.org/publications/na
tional-gender-lens-pocketbook-2022

https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-gender-lens-
2019-pocketbook-statistical-portrait-western-asia-region

http://publications.unescwa.org/projects/aggr/index.html
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/arab-gender-gap-report-english_3.pdf
https://publications.unescwa.org/projects/aggr/sdgs/pdf/en/AGGR_Key%20messages%20and%20Recom_Final_eng_06April2021.pdf


Guidelines

https://www.unescwa.org/publica
tions/violence-against-women-
survey-implementation-toolkit

https://www.unescwa.org
/publications/conceptual-
framework-development-
national-gender-statistics-
programmes

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demogra
phic-social/time-
use/document/2106923-Arabic.pdf

https://www.unescwa.org/publications/handb
ook-arab-gender-indicator-framework-2023

https://www.unescwa.org/public
ations/sdg-vulnerability-
frameworks-leave-no-one-behind



Newsletter “Ensaf” on Gender Statistics in the 
Arab region

https://www.unescwa.org/portal/esip

• Since July 2012.

• It provides information on the national and 
regional activities of gender experts who are 
producers and users of data.

•  It aims to provide gender experts with 
information on national and regional 
activities to improve the production and 
dissemination of gender statistics, and to 
promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.

• Ensaf newsletter is published twice a year.

• 26 issues.



Gender Statistics Database

https://data.unescwa.org/datacatalog/ArabOfficialStatistics /

Objectives:
• Build an overview of gender statistics, 

highlighting gender differences and inequalities.
• Support the measurement of gender equality.
• Serve as a trusted resource in formulating and 

monitoring policies that benefit women and men.
• Facilitating appropriate decision-making towards 

advancing gender equality.
• Provide statistical evidence that can be used to 

support Member States in monitoring progress.

• More than 100 indicators.

• 10 areas: population, poverty and social protection, public health, maternal health, child health, education, public life 
and decision-making, human rights of women and girls, economic empowerment, work and environment.

• Time series: since 2000.



Training of Trainers
E-learning on gender statistics
>15,000 trainees

Gender statistics 
curriculum

National 
training 

workshops

Gender Statistics Toolkit

مفاهيم وقضايا النوع الاجتماعي1.

أهمية إحصاءات النوع الاجتماعي2.

لتحليل إحصاءاتالمفاهيميالإطار 3.

النوع الاجتماعي

قياس إحصاءات النوع الاجتماعي4.

عرض إحصاءات النوع الاجتماعي5.

https://learn.unescwa.org/course/gender-statistics-arabic 



But....

Progress ...
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Activities for 2024-2025

➢ Ongoing meetings and sharing best practices
➢ Regional Workshop on Gender Statistics.

➢ The Arab Gender Gap Report 2025.

➢ Arab Gender Lens 2025 Pocketbook.
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