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Discussion and conclusions of the 2022 virtual meeting of the Expert Group on Innovative and 
Effective Ways to Collect Time-Use Statistics (EG-TUS) 
 

I. Background, objectives, and organization of the meeting 
1. The Expert Group on Innovative and Effective Ways to Collect Time-Use Statistics (EG-TUS),1 
initiated its work in June 2018 with the overall objective of taking stock and reviewing country practices 
in time-use surveys (TUS) and providing technical guidance and recommendations to improve the 
collection and use of time use data, in line with international standards and in support of SDGs 
implementation. In particular, the Group was established to develop methodological guidelines on how 
to operationalize ICATUS 2016 and produce time-use statistics using the latest technologies, as 
requested by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its forty-eighth session in 2017 in its decision 
48/109. 
 
2. Experts welcomed the organization of the virtual meeting of the EG-TUS to resume the 
discussion started in 2018 on the revision of the 2005 “UN Guide to producing statistics on time-use: 
measuring paid and unpaid work”2 (2005 UN Guide). 

 
 
3. The members of the EG-TUS virtually convened for their meeting (EGM) on 9,10, and 11 May 
2022 between 9-11am (NY time). The meeting was organized by the Social and Gender Statistics Section 
of the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), the Secretariat of the Group. The specific objectives of 
the virtual meeting were:  

a. To take stock of and review inputs and feedback received prior to the meeting from EG-
TUS members on the outline of the UN Guide prepared by UNSD, in order to agree on 
the specific implementation steps for changes / edits / amendments of components of 
the 2005 publication. 

b. To discuss the annotated and detailed outline and specific components of the revised 
UN guidelines to be published in 2024 (UN Guidelines 2024);  

c. To brainstorm and agree on how to integrate the minimum harmonized instrument for 
time-use data collection3, quality considerations for time-use surveys4, and options to 
modernize time-use data production5 as the core components of the revised UN 
Guidelines, as endorsed by the 53rd session of the Statistical Commission (decision 
53/111b); 

d. To discuss available resources and members’ contributions to the development of new 
parts/chapters and revisions of existing chapters of the 2005 publication. 

 
1 Current members of the Group include the National Statistical Offices of 15 countries, namely, Australia, Canada (Chair), China, Colombia, 
Finland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, New Zealand, South Africa, Thailand, United Kingdom, United States, and the following 
organizations: Eurostat, International Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), UN Women, 
International Association for Time Use Research (IATUR), and experts. Website: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/time-use/index-
draft#eg  

2 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/SeriesF/SeriesF_93E.pdf  
3 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-TimeUseStats-rev2-E.pdf  
4 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-Quality_UN_EG_TUS2021_FINAL_SENT_rev-E.pdf  
5 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-

Modernization_UN_EG_TUS2021_FINAL_SENT_rev-E.pdf  



e. To inform EG-TUS members and to agree on the feedback process on the Guidance note 
on Unpaid Household Service Work received by ISWGNA Sub-group on Well-being and 
Sustainability; 
To update EG-TUS members on ongoing work including the implementation / piloting of 
the proposed methods as endorsed by the Commission and other initiatives 
implemented by members of the group, plan for future work; and to agree on 
milestones and timelines of the EG-TUS workplan. 
 

4. The meeting bought together 22 national, regional, and international experts working in the 
area of time-use statistics. Participants included experts from 8 national statistical offices (Australia, 
Canada, Colombia, Finland, Italy, Mexico, South Africa, US), 6 international, supranational and regional 
entities (ECLAC, EUROSTAT ILO, UNICEF, UN Women, UNSD), the International Association for Time-use 
Research IATUR and 1 independent expert. (See Annex for the full list of participants). 
5. The meeting was held virtually and in accordance with the sequence listed on the agenda (see 
Annex), and it was facilitated by UNSD and the EG-TUS chair Patricia Houle, Time Use Survey Manager - 
Statistics Canada, who also delivered opening and closing remarks. 
 

II. Summary of discussion and related action points 
Latest developments and available materials for the revised UN Guide (2024) 
 
6. The 32nd session of the Statistical Commission in 2001 endorsed the preparation of a guide for 
producing statistics on measuring paid and unpaid work. On that occasion, the value of TUS was noted, 
“not only for issues related to gender but also more broadly for quality-of-life concerns, social 
accounting, care of the elderly, estimates of the workforce and total work accounts”.  The Guide was 
published in 20056, with the following objectives: a) act as a reference tool for countries interested in 
conducting TUS, b) facilitate the harmonization of methods and practices in collecting, processing and 
disseminating TUS; c) solicit comments and suggestions on the trial International Classification of 
Activities for Time-Use Statistics (ICATUS). The expert group agreed that objectives a and b are still 
relevant for the upcoming revision of the publication (2024).  
 
7. The Group reviewed materials adopted by the Statistical Commission for integration into the 
revised Guidelines (2024) as well as other relevant available materials serving as references for the 
development of the revised publication. Materials and references include, but are not limited to: 

 Minimum Harmonized Instrument for the Production of Time-Use Statistics7 
 Modernization of the Production of TUS8 
 Quality considerations for Time-use Surveys9 
 Time-Use Instrument during Crises including a background questionnaire10 
 International Classification of Activities for Time-Use Statistics (ICATUS 2016), which was 

endorsed in 2017 by the Statistical Commission11 

 
6 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/seriesf/seriesf_93e.pdf  
7 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-TimeUseStats-rev2-E.pdf 
8 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-

Modernization_UN_EG_TUS2021_FINAL_SENT_rev-E.pdf  
9 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-Quality_UN_EG_TUS2021_FINAL_SENT_rev-E.pdf  
10 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/time-use/time-use-expert-group/Background-domains-questionnaire-for-

TU-during-crises-final.pdf  
11 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/timeuse/23012019%20ICATUS.pdf  



 Guidelines for Harmonising Time Use Surveys (2013) prepared by the UNECE Task Force 
on Time Use Surveys12 

 
Format and references of the revised UN Guidelines (2024) 
 
8. The Group discussed on the format of the revised UN Guide and concluded that the product will 
be a technical document providing the core elements to guide the production of TUS focusing on the 
essence and minimum information for producers of TUS in National Statistical Offices (NSOs). The Group 
further agreed that the technical document will be accompanied by a comprehensive hub for materials 
on TUS in a form of a portal, which will be developed as a one-stop-shop for available materials on TUS, 
including countries’ examples and tools for data collection. The portal will be frequently updated with 
new available materials on TUS and will be kept live to reflect the newest developments in TUS. The 
technical document will reference to resources in the hub / portal and will create necessary linkages to 
guide the user to additionally available materials compiled in the hub. 
 
9. The Group highlighted the importance of advocacy for TUS to ensure production of data in TUS 
at the national level. The Group revisited available materials on advocacy for TUS on “Policy relevance: 
Making the case for time-use data collections in support of SDGs monitoring”13, developed as a 
background document for the 51st session of the Statistical Commission in 2020. It was agreed that the 
technical Guide (which audience are TUS data producers) will reference to advocacy pieces (which 
audience are decision makers on budget, planning, and work priorities) that will be made available in 
the hub to underline the importance and use of TUS. 
 
10. The Group discussed to integrate and blend in the existing materials on modernization of TUS 
production throughout the document in its relevant parts instead of developing a stand-alone chapter 
dedicated to modernization. The group highlighted to take into account different development stages 
and country practices in the production of TUS throughout the Guide (2024) when integrating the 
modernization journey, related digitalization, and the shift from face-to-face interviews on CAPI to a 
mixed mode data collection approach. 
 
11. The Group agreed to replace Part Five on "Classification of activities for TUS" of the current UN 
Guide (2005) with an overview of ICATUS 2016 and a reference to the publication on ICATUS 2016 and 
its translated versions in Arabic, French, and Spanish made available in the hub. The revised Guide will 
also touch on the relationship with other classifications to provide linkages and further reference to 
HETUS, and the minimum set of activities (light diary), as well as other relevant materials compiled in 
the hub.  
 
12. The Group agreed to reference the materials on “Time-use during crisis - rapid instrument”14 
and available material without creating a dedicated chapter or section in the revised UN Guide (2024). 
 
Outline of the revised UN Guidelines (2024) (see Annex for full outline) 
 
13. The Group discussed details of the outline of the revised UN Guide (2024) based on the outline 
of the current guide (2005) and an introductory presentation by UNSD Discussions and outcomes of the 

 
12 https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/publications/2013/TimeUseSurvey_Guidelines.pdf  
13 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/51st-session/documents/BG-Item3m-PolicyRelevance-E.pdf  
14 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/time-use/time-use-expert-group/Background-domains-questionnaire-for-

TU-during-crises-final.pdf  



EGM in 2018, related to the revised UN Guide, were reflected and taken into account in the overview of 
suggested chapters and outline.  
 
14. On “Part One: Planning and organizing for producing statistics on time use” of the existing guide 
(2005), the Group agreed the following: 

a. To rename the original title of chapter I. “Rationale for producing time-use statistics” to 
address “users’ information needs” to justify the production of TUS. The new proposed 
title for chapter I is “Users’ information needs for time-use statistics”, including TUS 
policy relevance for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

b. To remove sub-chapters on “Overview of data-collection methods on time use” and 
“Overview of issues in planning and conducting time use surveys” of the original Guide 
of (2005) by moving them to following chapters.  

c. To include a short reference to the 2030 Agenda, while making further information and 
resources available in the hub. The proposal is to extract the suggested new chapter 
from “The importance of time use data in the context of the SDGs framework”, 
presented at the UN Statistical Commission in 2020, as a sub-chapter under Chapter I 
and reference to further available materials including on policy relevance. The Group 
agreed to highlight broad objectives of TUS data production and collection, while 
keeping reference to policy data needs and the 2030 Agenda to a minimum, and to 
touch on the discussion on the limitations of TUS, when developing the revised chapter 
I.  

d. To add a box with an overview of quality consideration for TUS in part I and integrate 
quality elements throughout the document. A suggested idea was to introduce a colour-
coding or mark parts specific to quality in an aligned way throughout the entire 
document to make the user aware of quality considerations for each component of the 
data production journey. The box in the first Part is to introduce the user to the quality 
parts following in the document and to set the stage for the importance of quality 
consideration in TUS data production. Australia, as the lead author of the document on 
Quality considerations for Time-use Surveys15 volunteered to draft the box and provide 
inputs on quality throughout the revision of the UN Guide (2024). 

15. On “Part Two: Key design specification for time-use surveys” of the existing guide (2005), the 
Group agreed the following: 

a. To utilize and build on existing country examples and publications of EG-TUS members 
as well as other materials, which will be shared in the hub, when revising the part on key 
design specifications. UN Women offered to provide inputs to the subchapter on 
secondary and simultaneous activities and provide links to existing country examples for 
the hub. Italy mentioned their experience on contextual information to be used for the 
update of the dedicated sub-chapter. Further details of Italy’s experience will be 
provided in the hub to which the technical document will make a reference.  

b. To include a new sub-chapter on the “use of TUS classifications (ICATUS with 
reference/mapping to HETUS)” under chapter I “Scope and coverage of time-use data”. 
This new sub-chapter will be introduced to make a link to the publication on ICATUS 
2016, and to replace Part Five of the original version of the UN Guide (2005). To guide 
the user, the sub-chapter will introduce ICATUS, provide an overview of its 
characteristics and relation to HETUS. Detailed information on the classification will be 

 
15 https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/BG-3h-Quality_UN_EG_TUS2021_FINAL_SENT_rev-

E.pdf  



available in the hub and referenced in the technical document to allow users to find 
further information if needed. 

c. To introduce a box on TUS for children under Part two to cover this topic as a new 
component in the revised UN Guide. UNICEF volunteered to lead the development of 
this section with support from other members of EG-TUS including Italy and Eurostat. 
Eurostat informed the group that, additionally to Italy, pilots on children diary were 
conducted in Romania and Bulgaria. References in the technical document will lead 
users to the hub where further materials and country experiences on TUS for children 
will be linked. 

d. To add a box on cognitive testing and pre-testing at the beginning of chapter III. “Survey 
instruments for collecting time-use data”, instead of introducing a dedicated chapter as 
proposed at the EGM in 2018. UN Women agreed to provide inputs to the development 
of this box and update other parts of the document to make a link to cognitive testing 
and pre-testing in the hub, including country examples and reference to further material 
and experts on this topic. The box will focus in particular on the cognitive testing of the 
meaning/understanding of “responsibilities” as well as the proposed minimum list of 
activities in different national contexts. 

e. To expand the narrative on stylized questionnaires in all relevant subchapters of part 
Two, and to include a discussion on the comparison between diaries and question, while 
integrating key components of the minimum harmonized instruments report. Mexico 
and ECLAC expressed interest in contribution to the expanded narrative on the sub-
chapters discussing the use of stylized questionnaires under chapter III. Survey 
instruments for collecting time-use data”. UN Women offered their support to address 
“Harmonization efforts in TUS” by bringing in practical experience. 

f. ILO agreed to contribute on the modular/other integration approaches to collect time-
use data when not using a stand-alone/dedicated household survey, in chapter IV. 
“Survey framework for collecting time-use data”.  
 

16. On “Part Three: Collection and processing time-use data” of the existing guide (2005), the Group 
agreed the following: 

a. To remove emphasis on left behind diary in chapter VIII. “Enumeration procedures for 
time-use surveys”, and to include the use of new tools in the management of fieldwork. 
Eurostat proposed to contribute by sharing national experiences in TUS, including on 
collection mode(s), while emphasizing modern methods.  

b. To remove the chapter on “Behavioral science techniques”, as proposed in the EGM in 
2018 and instead cover the  “measurement of subjective well-being and intrahousehold 
time-use” in Part I (location tbd) and “cognitive testing”,. in a new box at the beginning 
of chapter III in part two. 

c. To develop a box on incentives to increase response rates to address TUS specific 
outreach activities and to link to examples from countries and agencies as well as other 
materials on the topic provided in the hub. IATUR, Australia, and Canada will provide 
inputs to the development of the box by touching on incentive creation and practical 
examples of outreach activities on the national level. 

d. To update chapters XI, XII and XIII (especially XIII c on “Statistical estimation software”) 
towards the use of digital approaches to align with the shift towards modernization and 
digitalization. The Group also agreed to tailor sub-chapters toward TUS-specific 
concepts to avoid generalization. 



 
17. On “Part Four: Review and dissemination of time-use data” of the existing guide (2005), the 
Group agreed the following: 

a. To avoid overlap of sections on quality when integrating the quality document to the 
revised version the UN Guide (2024). The Group discussed to focus the quality 
components to unique consideration for the production of TUS data and to provide 
practical approaches in form of a checklist to navigate users. Further examples including 
country experiences and application of quality assurance will be provided in the hub and 
will be linked accordingly in the technical document. Specific recommendations on 
quality on the design specification on time-use surveys as well as collecting and 
processing of time-use data will be directly provided in relevant parts of the revised 
document by marking them in a consistent manner throughout the document. Australia 
offered to lead these efforts. 

b. To update XI “Dissemination of time-use data” by including developments of past 20 
years including modern digital options instead of paper-type documentations. 
 

18. It was agreed that the progress on the revision of the UN Guideline (2024) will be assessed at 
the next meeting of the Group planned in August 2022 in Montreal, which will be organized in 
combination with the International Association for Time Use Research (IATUR) workshop (16 August 
2023) and conference (17-19 August 2023).  
 
19. The Group set further milestones in finalizing the draft version of the revised UN Guide by Q3 of 
2023 and to finish the revision of the UN Guide by the end of 2023. The revised UN Guide will be 
presented at the 55th UN Statistical Commission in Q1 of 2024. 
 
Other matters 
20. UN Women informed the Group about the high demand for TUS work, including a request from 
Indonesia to pilot a modular approach, for which UN Women will join forces with ILO. The Group was 
also informed that UN Women concluded a cognitive testing on supervisory care in Mexico. Results may 
be presented in a meeting for those interested in the outcome of the work. Further countries including 
Kenya and Indonesia as well as another country in Africa are in the pipeline to conduct similar work on 
cognitive testing. UN Women will liaise with UNSD for the implementation of the piloting work under 
Development Account project T12 on “Time Use Data for better policies in African, Western Asian and 
Latin American countries”. UNSD will plan a technical meeting to discuss details of the piloting work with 
EG-TUS. 
 
21. ILO informed the Group about requests for technical assistance in household surveys. For 
piloting of modern modules, ILO developed four modules, which are currently undergoing revisions on 
qualitative testing. Two randomized surveys are in currently planned with one focusing on two diary 
modules; and the other comparing a light diary with a stylized questionnaire. Publications on the results 
are planned for Q1 of 2023. 
22. UNICEF informed the Group in the chat about field testing the children's time use diary 
developed with Zimbabwe this summer. The survey will be administered to adolescents and primary 
caregivers with the aim to look at discrepancies in reporting based on respondent selection. 
 
23. Some countries informed the group on their next TUS data collection.  

 Canada mentioned that the next data collection on TUS will start in July 2022.  



 Australia is wrapping up the 2021 Covid-time use data collection based on a small 
sample survey. Australia is planning a wider, main TUS data collection in July 2022 over 
a 12-months period.  

 Italy will conduct the data collection on TUS as planned, starting from October / 
November 2022. Italy is also preparing a pilot on the pre-coded light diary to evaluate 
the reliability of the estimates with the same technique (PAPI), which will take place in 
the second quarter of the survey. 

 Mexico informed the Group that the last collection was conducted in 2019. Mexico is 
planning to run next collection in 2024. 

 Colombia informed the Group that the last collection on TUS was conducted in 2020-21. 
The next survey is planned for 2024, as collection on TUS in Colombia are undertaken 
every 3 years. 

 IATUR informed the Group that Belgium started TUS data collection in May 2022. The 
survey is online and is based on an app using MOTUS. Similarly, Germany also started 
collection using MOTUS in early 2022. 

 Finland reported that the 2021-22 data collection is ongoing. A publication is planned 
for November 2022, which assesses the use of time during the pandemic. 

 USA informed the Group that 2021 American Time Use Survey data and a 
supplementary Well-being public use data set will be released this coming summer. 
ATUS pandemic data were released last July.16  

 ECLAC informed the Group that in the LAC region Argentina, Dominican Republic and 
Uruguay are finishing their latest data collection. EL Salvador will also soon start data 
collection on TUS. 
 

24. Eurostat informed the Group about the completion of an overview on TUS around Europe. 
Eurostat offered to give a presentation on the outcome and details of the work including fieldwork 
period, modes of collection, sample size, innovative tools use, etc. 
 
25. UNSD informed the Group about the implementation process of the piloting of proposed 
modern TUS methods, as the 53rd Statistical Commission noted and welcomed the interest expressed by 
many countries in contributing to the guidelines and in using and further validating the proposed 
instruments and methods. 
 
26. UNSD informed the Group about the requested feedback on the Guidance note on Unpaid 
Household Service Work by the ISWGNA Sub-group on Well-being and Sustainability. The Group 
discussed and agreed on the feedback process on this work, which is to provide comments by 3 June 
and submit them to UNSD, for compilation and submission to the ISWGNA Sub-group, on behalf of the 
EG-TUS. 
27. UNSD informed the Group about the hiring of a consultant who will support UNSD and EG-TUS 
in the development and drafting of the revision of the UN Guide (2024). UNSD also informed the Group 
about the human resources situation in the Secretariat – in particular about the vacant P3, whose 
responsibility is to i.a. assist in the work of EG-TUS. UNSD mentioned that the process of filling the 
vacancy is ongoing and the Group will be informed upon updates. 
 

III. Summary of agreed activities:  

 
16 https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/atus.pdf 



1. All experts of EG-TUS to contribute to the revision of the guidelines by sharing their knowledge, 
resources and national experience including on the implementation/piloting of the methods 
and instruments proposed by the Expert Group and adopted by the Statistical Commission 
(https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/53rd-session/documents/ Background documents under 
agenda item 3(h): Gender Statistics). 

2. All experts of EG-TUS to indicate areas of contribution based on their expertise and interest in 
certain topic areas for the revision of the UN Guide and provide inputs to materials to be 
included in the hub. 

3. All experts of EG-TUS to provide feedback and comments on the Guidance note on Unpaid 
Household Service Work by ISWGNA Sub-group on Well-being and Sustainability by 3 June 
2022. UNSD to collect all feedbacks and get back to the ISWGNA Sub-group with compiled 
feedback from EG-TUS. 

4. UNSD to hire a consultant who will support UNSD and EG-TUS in the compilation of inputs on 
the revision of the UN Guide as well as drafting of the revised UN Guide (2024) to be completed 
by December 2023. 

5. UNSD to consider and plan technical meetings/sessions to discuss further details of the piloting 
work under the Development Account project T12 on “Time Use Data for better policies in 
African, Western Asian and Latin American countries” as well as on the use of MOTUS and apps 
with EG-TUS. 

6. UNSD to prepare a summary report, containing the salient aspects of the EG-TUS discussions 
and agreements at its virtual meeting in May 2022, including the draft outline of the revised UN 
Guide on the production of TUS (2024). EG-TUS to provide feedback by 15 June 2022. 

7. UNSD in collaboration with the chair of the Group, to work out details, announce dates, and 
organize the next meeting of the Group planned in August 2022 in Montreal to review progress 
on the work on the revision of the UN Guide. 

 
  
  



Annex 1: Agenda 
 

Expert Group on Innovative and Effective Ways to Collect Time-Use Statistics (EG-TUS) 

Meeting Agenda 
9-11 May 2022 – 9-11am (NY time) – virtual meeting 

 

EG-TUS Chair: Ms. Patricia Houle, Time Use Survey Manager, Statistics Canada 

 

1. Opening remarks and objectives of the meeting 

 

2. Setting the stage for the revision of the United Nations Guidelines for Producing Time-use statistics 
- Objective: To agree on broad tasks for the Group and related timeline.  
- Presentation on the overview of: (a) the current Guidelines (2005); (b) material already finalized and 

adopted by the Statistical Commission for integration into the revised Guidelines (2024); (c) other relevant 
available material. 

 

3. Summary of feedback received by EG-TUS on the OUTLINE of the revised Guidelines (2024)  
- Objective: To take stock of and review inputs and feedback from EG-TUS members on the outline of the 

Guideline prepared by UNSD in order to agree on the specific implementation steps for changes / edits / 
amendments of parts. 

- Presentation on the results of survey 

 

4. Discussion on PARTS & annexes (and references) requiring revision based on feedback received 
from EG-TUS) 

- Objective: To take stock of and review inputs and feedback from EG-TUS members on the content of parts 
of the Guidelines in order to agree on the specific implementation steps for changes / edits in parts of the 
revised Guidelines 

 

5. Other matters 
- Updates from EG-TUS members 
- Discuss the implementation / piloting of the proposed methods 
- Discuss the feedback process on the Guidance note on Unpaid Household Service Work by SWGNA Sub-

group on Well-being and Sustainability  
- Support on revision of guideline and HR situation 

 

6. Way forward for the EG-TUS members and conclusions of the EG-TUS Meeting 
- Summary of work priorities and assignments 
- Concluding remarks 

  



Annex 2: Draft outline for revised United Nations Guidelines for 
Producing Time-use statistics 

Components of the revised Guide Priority Inputs provided by 
Part One. Planning and organizing for producing statistics on time 

I. Users’ information needs for time-use statistics  ECLAC, Expert 
(Margarita 
Guerrero, review of 
draft) 

a) What are time-use statistics?    
b) Why produce time-use statistics?   
c) The importance of time use data in the context of 

the SDGs framework 
 ECLAC 

Box: Quality consideration for TUS  Australia, Expert 
Part Two. Key design specifications for time-use surveys 

II. Scope and coverage of time-use data   
a) Activity and time   
b) Secondary/simultaneous activities  UN Women 
c) Contextual information  Italy, Expert 
d) Background (covariate) information   
e) Survey population   
f) Use of existing classifications of TUS (ICATUS, 

HETUS) 
 Expert 

Box: TUS for children  UNICEF, Italy, 
Eurostat 

III. Survey instruments for collecting time-use data  Expert 
Box: Cognitive testing and pre-testing  UN Women 

a) Survey instruments based on a 24-hour diary   
b) Survey instruments based on stylized questions  Mexico, ECLAC 
c) Stylized questionnaire versus 24-hour diaries  Mexico, ECLAC 
d) Background questionnaires   
e) Harmonization effort in TUS   UN Women 

IV. Survey framework for collecting time-use data  ILO 
a) Type of household survey   
b) Mode of data collection  Eurostat 
c) Survey frames: illustrative examples   

V. Sample designs for time-use surveys   Expert 
a) Standard considerations in sample design for time-

use surveys 
  

b) Sample design issues related to the population of 
inference of time-use surveys 

  

c) Analytical and operational considerations in 
sampling for time-use surveys 

  

d) Technical considerations specific to sampling for 
time use surveys 

  



e) Sampling for time-use data collection in multi-
purpose surveys 

  

Part Three. Collecting and processing time-use data 
VI. Enumeration procedures for time-use surveys   

a) Main considerations in designing and implementing 
field procedures 

 Expert (review and 
input) 

b) Managing fieldwork: some specific issues   
Box: Response rates  
(incl. touching on incentive creation, outreach activities etc) 

 Ignace, Australia, 
Canada, Expert 
(review and input) 

VII. Processing of time-use survey data   
a) Editing of diaries    
b) Imputation    
c) Data preparation and management    

VIII. Weighting and estimation for time-use surveys   
a) Issues in weighting and estimating of time-use 

statistics 
 Expert 

b) Weighting  Expert (review) 
c) Imputation versus non-response adjustments  Expert (review) 

IX. Preparation of survey outputs   
a) Key survey outputs   
b) Computation of sampling variances   
c) Statistical estimation software  Expert (review and 

input) 
Part Four. Review and dissemination of time-use data 

X. Ensuring quality of time-use data and surveys   
a) Unique quality considerations for TUS – a check list  Australia, Expert 
b) Assurance of data quality of time-use survey results  Australia, Expert 

XI. Dissemination of time-use data   
a) Modes of dissemination   
b) Issues in dissemination of time-use data   
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