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1. Demographic Yearbook Collection 

▪ PDF formats: digitalization of previous and current DYBs

▪ Tabulations in Excel for recent years

2. Digital data dissemination in record format through UNdata portal

Data Dissemination in the DYB system

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/products/dyb/index.cshtml
https://data.un.org/


Demographic Statistics Section, Statistics Division

• DYB tabulations are disseminated in PDF and Excel in our DYB webpage.

• Demographic Indicators – population density, rate of natural increase etc

• With technical notes containing definition, reliability and limitation

Demographic Yearbook Collection

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/products/dyb/dyb_2018/
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• Limited discoverability: users need to know that tabulations are available in DYB page.

• Limited searchability: Users need to know what tabulations are available in DYB.

• A certain range of years, not all available years

• Publish only a subset of data collected through questionnaires collection

• Not updated for previous DYBs (though updated in UNdata)

Limitations in data dissemination in DYB Webpage
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• The Demographic Statistics Database in UNdata is updated twice a year. 

• It contains 107 tabulations, covering population estimates, vital statistics, migration flows, and 

population and housing census data.

• Data can be downloadable in XML, CSV or CSV-like forms.

• API is available.

Digital Data Dissemination through UNdata 
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• Country or Area  

• Year

• Area – Total / Rural / Urban

• Tabulation-specific variables 

• E.g. Sex – Both Sexes / Male / Female

• E.g. Age – age group or single age

• E.g. City + City Type – city proper / urban agglomeration

Variables in UNdata
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• Source Year

• Record Type

• Estimate / Census, de jure / de facto

• Occurrence / Registration

• Source of migration data: administrative register, Household-based field enquiries, etc

• Reliability – Final figure, complete / Provisional figure

+  Footnotes

Metadata dissemination in UNdata
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• Database description

• Statistical Glossary provides data definitions and links to principles and recommendations. 

There are many categories including Demographic / Population Estimates and Projections / 

SDMX.

Technical note dissemination in UNdata
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• Limited usability

• Upper limit of downloading: up to 100,000 records.

• Users need to download data in batches.

• However, users can filter data by only 4 variables: Country, Year, Area and Sex.

• Non-technical users – tabulations not readable to everyone

• No visualization nor interactive maps 

Limitations in data dissemination through UNdata
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• Limited usability / discoverability / searchability

• Future of Data Dissemination in DYB system – Visualization, Interactive maps etc

• From collecting data to connecting data – stories with insights, media coverage etc

Conclusions



Demographic Statistics Section, Statistics Division

• What tools in disseminating demographic data and metadata does your NSO use?

• How can we improve usability / discoverability / searchability? 

• What are the innovative ways to collect and disseminate metadata information? In What 

format – word, excel, other platforms?

• To what extent is it appropriate to make metadata public?

• What features should DYB’s future data dissemination have?

Guiding questions



Thank you.


