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Framework

• Eurostat is an international body (a directorate-
general of the European Commission) collecting 
demographic data from NSOs (like UNSD) and 
producing population projections (like UNPD) 

• The dissemination and communication strategy 
and tools are defined at corporate level
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Eurostat dissemination policy

• Access for everyone to the same information at 
the same moment in time (principle of 
impartial dissemination)

• Custom-designed analyses and extractions are 
provided when feasible and made public

• Copyright: free re-use of all material published 
on its website (with some exceptions) 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/about/policies/cop
yright
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Dissemination channels

• Data and metadata
• Database
• Dedicated section
• Methodological manuals

• Communication
• News Releases, What’s New, social media

• Analyses
• Statistics Explained, corporate publications

• Users support
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The core: the Eurostat database
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Among 
most 
popular 
Eurostat 
datasets 
with over 
one million 
extractions 
/ year

Bulk downloads (tsv, sdmx) and web 
services (sdmx, jason,…) available

External tool:
R package “eurostat”



Simplifying the access: main tables
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Link to Tables, Graphs and 
Maps interface



Dedicated Section: a single entry 
point to available material

General overview Demography

Among most popular thematic sections with 
about 40 000 views/month
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Drawing attention to the data

New Releases
• Targeted specifically to 

journalists
• Main trigger: data release
• Text, visuals, notes, tables 

in a set template
• To be turned into news 

articles
• Annual calendar on the 

website, with a provisional 
date 2 weeks before the 
release and confirmed date 
on Friday before the 
release

• Published in English, 
French and German

What’s New
• Targeted to a broader 

audience 
• Main trigger: users' 

interest
• Short and simple free text, 

social-media friendly visual
• To raise interest to explore 

data further; to be shared 
on social media

• Weekly planning. Selected 
topics of potential media 
interest are announced on 
Friday the week before.

• Published in English only
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Examples in demography

News Release What’s new
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Referenced by about 230 media articles 
worldwide in the first 3 days after publication



Social media

• Twitter since 2011
• Announcements of products & 

events
• Professional audience
• Short, frequent

• Facebook since 2017
• “Infotainment”
• Wide audience
• Longer, less frequent

• Instagram since May 
2020
• Visuals
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• Reach out to a wider audience
• Directly interact
• Immediate feedback



Illustrating the data

From 
“Statistics in Focus”… …to “Statistics Explained”

11

The most popular article in Statistics 
Explained for population matters



Users support

For media
• Answers questions 

about data and 
methodology

• Tailor-made data 
extractions for 
journalists

• Requests are dealt 
with as rapidly as 
possible

For the general public
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Monitoring the interest of the users

Number of views
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Feedback from users

• Regular Eurostat User Satisfaction Survey on:
• information on types of users and uses of 

European statistics  
• quality aspects  
• trust in European statistics 
• dissemination of statistics
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Moving towards interactive digital

Interactive infographics Digital publications
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Forthcoming changes

• Further moving to interactive digital publications
• Data Browser replaces Tables, Graphs and Maps 

(TGM) and Data Explorer 
(https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/online-help/first-
visit/first-visit_en.html#/ )
• Advanced management of all the available dimensions in 

the layout.
• Creation of custom views of data, which can be later saved 

and shared to social media.
• Many options for customizing the visualizations in tables 

and graphs mode.
• Download of the data and structural items in various 

formats: MS Excel, SDMX, TSV, CSV, JSON.
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Thank you for the attention!
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For any further info, please contact: giampaolo.lanzieri@ec.europa.eu
or visit the Eurostat website: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat


