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SDG gateway – indicators metadata



Asia-Pacific Civil 

Registration and Vital 

Statistics Decade, 2015-

2024

“By 2024, all people in Asia and the 

Pacific benefit from universal and 

responsive CRVS systems that 

facilitate the realization of their 

rights and support good 

governance, health and 

development”



Ambition of the Decade

Goal 1: Universal registration of births, deaths & other 
vital events 

Goal 2: All individuals are provided with legal 
documentation of civil registration of births, deaths 
and other vital events, as necessary, to claim identity, 
civil status and ensuing rights

Goal 3: Accurate, complete and timely vital statistics 
(including on causes of death) are produced based on 
registration records and are disseminated



Birth Registration Completeness

More information on progress in 
the region: https://bit.ly/37LQtaz

https://bit.ly/37LQtaz


More information on progress in 
the region: https://bit.ly/37LQtaz

Death Registration Completeness

https://bit.ly/37LQtaz


• Universal means 100%, not 99%. 

• Assessments of inequalities experienced by subgroups of the 
population are needed to make sure every one gets in the 
picture

• Few countries have conducted inequality assessments

• Difficult to communicate not only completeness but also 
coverage

Inequality assessments



• Target for Goal 3:
• “an accurate, complete and timely vital statistics report for the 

previous two years, using registration records as the primary 
source, is made available in the public domain.”

• Even countries with incomplete civil registration, should produce 
vital statistics reports 

• But need to communicate metadata to ensure data not misused

• Working with Data for Health on template for vital statistics 
reports

Vital Statistics Reports



Template for Vital Statistics Report



Recommendation 1: Include information on 
completeness and coverage

• For all vital events: births, deaths, marriage, divorce (also foetal 
deaths if recorded)

• Include more nuance: 
• Disaggregate completeness where available (sex, urban/rural)
• Indicate if inequality assessments (for the future)
• Show actual completeness:  90%+ and <90% too broad, 90%+ not 

complete
• Show methods for calculating completeness. E.g. what about late 

registrations? 

• Question over whether need additional column on completeness of 
infant deaths (do we know if completeness different to overall 
deaths?)



Recommendation 2: Show trends and rates

• Where appropriate, include 
visualization e.g. WB WDI

• Review variables presented to 
ensure correct rate is used, e.g. 
added value of GFR? Consider 
TFR instead?

• Link to further analysis e.g. by Population Division on fertility, 
nuptiality and mortality, WHO on abortion 



Recommendation 3: PDFs are where data go to die

• Has the value of the PDF tables and maps been evaluated? 

• Can an interactive database be created where users can create 
their own tables, graphs and maps? 

• Review and archive outdated material, link to more recent 
material. For e.g., technical reports from 2004

• Link to datasets (such as is being done for census), especially 
World Population Prospects



Thank you! 

Further information:
https://www.unescap.org/our-
work/statistics

Contact us:
stat.unescap@un.org

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/statistics
mailto:stat.unescap@un.org

