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Background

Time Use is a survey on how on average, people spend their time 
on different activities. It’s conducted every 5 years in South 
Africa. 

• 1st SA Time Use Survey (TUS) was conducted in 2000

• 2nd TUS was conducted in 2010

• 3rd TUS was meant to be conducted 2016 but it did not place

• Next one proposed for 2020….



Objectives for SA:TUS
 To measure and analyze time spent from day to day by different individuals

 To provide information on the division of both paid and unpaid labour
between women and men

 To gain more understanding of productive activities such as subsistence work 
and casual work.

 To inform government policy more broadly across the whole range of gender 
issues



Sample Design
Independent (stand-alone) household-based survey dedicated to 
time use data collection. 

Sample of 3 324 PSUs

–Approximately 33 000 dwelling units

–The sample is designed to report at National, Provincial and metro 
level. Currently the reports are at national and provincial levels.

Note: previous 2000  did not report at metro level due to their 
design. 



Methodology
• Cover all households in randomly selected dwelling units

• Eligibility - persons 10 years and above, Women and Men 

• 2 eligible household members are randomly selected using the grid 

• Face to face recall interview

• Data collected using Paper Assisted Personal Interview (PAPI) 

• 24 hours Full Time Diary for recording activities 

(4am a day before interview and 4am on the day of the interview)

• Activity recording is per 30-minute intervals

• Up to 3 activities per 30 minute intervals are recorded



Selection grid: Template
•Count number of people 

>=10 years in  a HH

•Check row with that 

number of people against 

the HH number. E.g. if 4 

people in HH1, then 

interview persons 2 and 4. 

Next HH with 4 persons, 

interview persons 1 and 3, 

etc.

•Cross out the combination 

once used to avoid choosing 

same person numbers for 

the next HH.



Data items

 Household information

 Demographics

 Respondent’s relationship to other members of the household

 Marital status 

 Highest level of education

 Economic activities

 Main work activity



Data items covered in the Diary

 Activity
 For multiple activities – were they done at the   

same time or one after the other
 Location 1 (where activity took place)
 Location 2 (whether activity took place  

inside/outside dwelling, another dwelling, while 
travelling on foot, by bus, train, etc).



Sample diary



Classification of Activities

 In March 2018 Stats SA adopted the ICATUS 2016 for the 
classification of activities in the Time Use Survey.

Note: Although most of ICATUS 2016  was adopted, where there is a need to localise the 
classification special application rules were identified and would be included in the training 
manual at the time of the Survey. 



Transitioning to Computer Assisted 

Personal Interviews (CAPI)



StatsSA transition to CAPI 

 KZN CSS 2015 was the first survey to be conducted on CAPI

 20 819 DUs sampled

 Survey Solutions (from World bank)

 Lessons learnt carried over to the CS 2016



StatsSA Surveys on CAPI
 CS 2016 – Survey Solutions

 Biggest in terms of sample (1million DUs)
 SADHS – CSPro

 Standard questionnaire which has been tested for years (just customised it to be 
country specific)

 CPS 2017 – Survey Solutions 
 lengthy questionnaire, about 1734 questions
 Pre-fill carried variables from previous module

 Quarterly Labour Force Survey 
 Sample Management Test - test the rotation aspect of the sample – 4 survey periods
 CAPI collection from July 2018

 GPSJS (crime survey)
 Random selection of individual



Achievements
 Processing time and cost – released CS 2016 results 3 months after 

end of collection 

 Printing costs – tablets from CS 2016 are utilised for other 
household surveys 

 Quality checks 

 Build-in checks during design 

 Check data as it comes during data collection

 (Quality completeness checks and quality integrity checks)



Achievements

Geo-location (collection point)

Actual calculations of duration of interviews 

Allows one to differentiate fieldwork quality amongst 
interviewers.
 Remedial training can be provided instantly when required

Progress reports (live data collection)

Map the sampled vs visited points



Challenges

Length of the questionnaire – CPS divided into four 
modules

 Integration of systems (navigation tool and collection tool 
not integrated)

Pre-loading occupation and industry (fieldworkers tend 
to choose the first one that they see first without careful 
consideration) – leaving the burden of coding to the 
Coders. 



Future plans 
 Introduction of CAWI and CATI (multimode data collection) to be 

tested in 2018 in preparation for Census 2021

 TUS to use CAPI in 2020

 Choosing a system (existing or develop; tried and tested)

 Randomized selection of members to complete diary to be 
incorporated into CAPI system.

 Light vs full diary

 Integration of ICATUS 2016 into the coding system 
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