
The Gender Dimension of Climate Risk

Climate change affects 
women and men differently. 

These differences are 
shaped by social, economic, 
and institutional inequalities, 

not only by biological 
factors [1].

Climate risks result from the interaction between [2]:

This framework helps understand the gender–climate nexus and provides 
conceptual clarity, comparability, and policy relevance. Framing the gender–
climate nexus within IPCC policy areas also supports the Global Set of Climate 
Change Statistics and Indicators [3].

Gender Differences in Climate Impacts

Vulnerability Drivers

Impacts

Mitigation
Gender gaps 

shape 
participation in 

low-carbon 
transitions

Adaptation
Access to 
resources 

determines 
the ability to 

respond

Gender 
norms shape 
production 
and resource 
use

Climate hazards affect 

livelihoods, health, and safety 

differently

Inequalities 
limit capacity 

to cope and 
recover
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IPCC Policy Areas

Hazards
e.g., droughts, floods, heatwaves

Exposure
where people live and work

Vulnerability
Capacity to cope, adapt, and 
recover



Poverty & Livelihood

Main Impacts on Women
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Voice & Governance

38%
of members

across UNFCCC 
committees 
were women[10] 

29%
of seats in 
National 

parliaments

and global 
decision-making 
bodies were held 
by women [10]

In 2023,

In 2024,

Paid and unpaid work

48%
of the 
agricultural 
workforce

in low-income 
countries [6]

32%
of renewable
energy
Workers [7]

23% of water
utility Managers [6]

158
MILLION
more women

than men

will be pushed 
into poverty 
by 2050 [5]

60%
of the world’s 

poor

are women [4]

2.5x
more unpaid
care work
is performed by 
women than men [4]

Climate change amplifies these inequalities

16%
of girls reported 
disruption 
to education 

due to climate-related shocks [9]

32%
of women faced 
reduced food 
consumption 

90% are women [8]

~2
linked to 
household air 
pollution are 
mainly women 
and children [8]

MILLION 
annual deaths

In the Middle East & North Africa,

of disaster-
related deaths 

Women represent

Existing gender 
inequalities across 

economic, social, and 
institutional domains



Availability of Global Census Data for Gender–Climate Analysis

Based on a review of 131 population censuses (2015–2025) and 253 agricultural census 
questionnaires, the collected data provide a strong and widely available foundation for 
gender–climate analysis, but primarily capture structural and proxy variables, with limited 
direct measurement of climate impacts, gendered vulnerabilities, and decision-making 
dynamics.

Some progress is observed, particularly in countries where climate impacts are more 
immediate and visible.

Population & Housing 
Censuses (PHC)

World Agricultural 
Census Program (WCA)

A review of 131 country PHC 
questionnaires (2015-2025) shows that 
while explicit climate change modules 
are rare, some climate-relevant variables 
may enable gender analysis despite 
cross-country variation.

A review of 253 countries’ WCA (round 
2016-2025) confirms it as a structural 
basis for gender–climate analysis,  yet
still lacking direct measures of gendered 
impacts relying on proxy variables to 
measure adaptation and mitigation.

Gender and Climate Data; What Is Being Measured?
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12

Census

12

Surveys

Country Practices in Gender-Responsive Climate 
Change Statistics

Country Institutional Participation

Data Instruments used in Gender Integration 

Gender DataClimate Data

Established
47%

Developing
53%

Established
58%

Developing
42%

Established Participation: Data production is coordinated between the country’s NSO and at 
least one government policy institution.

Developing Participation: Data production is embedded in either the NSO or government 
policy institutions, but lacking coordination between both.

11

Admin.
Records

Survey responses indicate that countries use multiple instruments to collect gender- and 
climate-related data, but the extent of their integration cannot be established.

5
Other

This analysis draws on responses from 23 countries to two questionnaire-based exercises 
conducted in 2023 and 2024 by UNSD-DESA, in collaboration with members of the IAEG-GS 
and the EG-ECCS. It provides an overview of how countries integrate gender perspectives into 
climate change statistics, including institutional arrangements, data production processes, 
and the use of different statistical instruments.
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Country Practices in Gender-Responsive Climate 
Change Statistics

Energy, Transport & 
Consumption Patterns

3
Governance, 
Participation & 
Decision-Making

4

1 Time Use, Care          

Burden & 
Gender Roles

9
Demographics 
& Household 
Structure

5
Socioeconomic 
Status

6
Labour, Employment 

& Livelihoods

6
Agriculture, Land & 
Natural Resources

Housing, Water 3
& Sanitation 

Infrastructure

Health, Mortality 
& Heat Stress

3

Disaster Impacts 
& Climate Shocks

2

Measured Dimensions

Based on reported initiatives, instruments, and specific questions, countries are successfully 
gathering baseline data (Demographics: 9) yet struggling to measure the direct, disproportionate 
ways climate change affects women (Disaster Impacts: 2, Gender Role:1), and their adaptation and 
mitigation strategies (Governance: 4, Consumption patterns, Transport: 3). 

A moderate focus appears in agriculture (6), employment and livelihoods (6), housing and 
infrastructure (3), and health (3), reflecting the use of proxy variables in several statistical 
instruments.
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IPCC Policy Areas
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