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Preface 

Recent years have witnessed a growing recognition of the value of civil 
registration and vital statistics systems worldwide. Establishing or strengthening 
the civil registration and vital statistics system has become a priority in an 
increasing number of countries where such a system may be non-existent or not 
effective. Concurrently, support for countries to improve the efficiency and 
completeness of the systems have also surged in the international community 
and among development partners, notably at the regional level.  At the global 
level, the importance of civil registration and vital statistics systems was 
recognised in the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).  In at 
particular, goals 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions) and 17 (Partnerships 
of the Goals) use birth and death registration coverage as monitoring indicators.  
In addition, vital statistics are used as inputs in the computation of a number of 
indicators pertaining to other goals. 

In order to adequately implement the recently revised Principles and 
Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System (Revision 3) and to achieve the 
SDG relevant targets, it is important for sustained capacity building to have solid 
understanding of the status of the system of civil registration and vital statistics 
in a country, and identify areas that need further improvement, as well as good 
practices. Recently, UNSD published two technical reports of the status of civil 
registration and vital statistics. One covered the Arab-speaking countries of 
Western Asia1 (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia region) and the other covered countries of the Southern African 
Development Community2.  

This report contributes to expanding the knowledge on the state of the art in 
different regions of the world, focusing on African English-speaking countries. 
The Technical Report on the Status of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in 
African English-speaking countries is primarily based on the materials provided 
by statisticians and registrars with the occasion of the mentioned Workshop on 
the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3 
held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 2 to 5 December 2014. This report is an 
important step towards better understanding of country practices and difficulties 
and challenges in maintaining the civil registration system and in collecting and 
compiling vital statistics. The report can help countries in the African region to 
share experiences while in the process of improving their civil registration and 
vital statistics system, particularly in the context of the Africa Programme on 
Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics and the 
Conferences of African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration.  

                                                 
1
 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/CRVS/Technical_report_ESCWA_Final.pdf  

2
 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/CRVS/Technical_report_SADC_final_v2.pdf 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/CRVS/Technical_report_ESCWA_Final.pdf


 iv 

Table of Contents  

Introduction 1 
A. Vital statistics: concepts, uses, sources and system 1 
B. Organisation of the report 5 
C. Sources of information 5 

Part I. Overview of national civil registration and vital statistics systems in 
African English-speaking countries 7 

A. Organisational arrangements of civil registration systems 7 
B. Topics collected from civil registration systems 19 
C. Organizational arrangements of vital statistics systems 24 

Part II. Status of civil registration and vital statistics 28 

A. Coverage and quality of civil registration and vital statistics 28 
B. Fertility and mortality indicators estimated based on population censuses and 
sample surveys 33 
C. Availability of vital statistics based on the UN Demographic Yearbook 
reporting 38 

Conclusions and Recommendations 42 

General 42 
From the Workshop on the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics 
System, Revision 3, for English-speaking African countries 45 

Annex 1. Pre-workshop assignments for participants from the Civil 
Registration Authority 49 

Annex 2. Pre-workshop assignments for participants from the National 
Statistics Office 57 

Annex 3. List of vital statistics tables collected through the Demographic 
Yearbook 70 

Annex 4. Vital events registration forms used in countries 72 

Botswana 72 

Egypt 79 

Gambia 83 

Ghana 91 

Kenya 98 

Lesotho 102 

Mozambique 110 

Namibia 116 

Nigeria 122 

Seychelles 129 

Swaziland 134 

Uganda 139 

Zambia 147 

Zimbabwe 150 

 



 v 

 
 
List of Tables  
 
Table 1. Organisational arrangements of civil registration systems 10 
Table 2. Local registrar responsibility and means of information transmission 16 
Table 3. Direct core topics collected in civil registration systems 20 
Table 4. Organisational arrangements and sources used to obtain vital statistics 25 
Table 5. Estimated completeness of births and deaths registration, methods of 
assessment and year of latest assessment 31 
Table 6. Fertility and mortality topics included in most recent population censuses 34 
Table 7. Recent demographic/health surveys conducted and main agencies involved 36 
Table 8. Number of vital statistics tables available in the UN Demographic Yearbook 
database 2007-2015 40 

 

List of Figures  

Figure 1. Vital statistics system 2 
Figure 2. Birth registration coverage (per cent), circa 2008 and circa 2014 30 
Figure 3. Number of vital statistics tabulations available in the UN Demographic 
Yearbook database, 1997-2006 and 2007-2015 39 



 1 

Introduction 

A. Vital statistics: concepts, uses, sources and system  

1. Vital statistics constitute the collection of statistics on vital events in a lifetime 
of a person as well as relevant characteristics of the events themselves and of the 
person and persons concerned3. Vital statistics and their subsequent analysis and 
interpretation are essential for setting targets and evaluating social and economic 
plans, including the monitoring of health and population intervention 
programmes, and the measurement of important demographic indicators of 
levels of living or quality of life, such as expectation of life at birth and the infant 
mortality rate. The vital events of interest are: live births, deaths and foetal 
deaths, marriages, divorces, annulments of marriage and separations, adoptions, 
legitimations, and recognitions. 4 

2. Statistics on live births and deaths occurring in a population are crucial for 
estimating the natural increase (or decrease) and the annual change in 
population size and structure of the population.  Data on live births classified by 
various characteristics of baby and mother constitutes the basis for analysis of the 
dynamics of reproduction, and enables studies for implementing and monitoring 
health and health-care programmes. Information on deaths, classified by various 
characteristics of the deceased, especially age and sex, is necessary for calculating 
life-tables and estimating the probability of dying at various ages.  Data on 
marriages, divorces, annulments and judicial separations allow analysis of 
nuptiality, family formation and dissolution, and their impact. 5 

3. There are various sources of vital statistics: records of vital events from civil 
registration, specific retrospective questions on fertility and mortality in 
population censuses and household sample surveys, vital records from sample 
registration areas and health records6.  The ideal source of vital statistics is the 
civil registration system, which involves the continuous, permanent, compulsory 
and universal gathering of information on all relevant vital events occurring 
within the boundaries of a country. The organizational settings, functions, and 
procedures are normally provided in the national legal framework.  

                                                 
3 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 1. 
4 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 2-3. 
5 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 7, 12, 15, 18. 
6 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 5. 
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4. When civil registration input does not exist or is deficient, some countries 
may have recourse to sources other than civil registration. It must be stressed, 
though, that they are not a substitute for a civil registration system, since they 
cannot provide such details over regular annual intervals and with universal 
coverage. 7 

5. The components of a vital statistics system are (a) legal registration, (b) 
statistical reporting of vital events, and (c) collection, compilation, and 
dissemination of statistics pertaining to vital events, as illustrated in Figure 1 
below. 

Figure 1. Vital statistics system 

 

Source: Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United 
Nations, New York, 2014. 

6. Reliable vital statistics are essential; and there is universal acknowledgement 
of the urgent need to improve their availability, timeliness and quality.  Many 
African countries do not have adequate legal or statistical recording systems for 
vital events. However, significant momentum around civil registration and vital 

                                                 
7 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 6. 
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statistics has materialized recently owing to the emergence of regional initiatives. 
In 2010, during the 1st Conference of African Ministers responsible for Civil 
Registration, Member States endorsed a standing regional platform to advance 
civil registration and vital statistics policies in Africa. In 2012, the 2nd Conference 
of African Ministers responsible for Civil Registration launched the regional 
initiative to improve CRVS “Africa Programme on Accelerated Improvement of 
Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS)”. The APAI-CRVS is a 
regional programme developed under the leadership of ECA to provide 
management and programmatic guidance to the regional agenda to reform and 
improve CRVS systems. Recommendations from the 3rd Conference of African 
Ministers responsible for Civil Registration, held in 2015, include strengthening 
the capacity of the secretariat of the APAI-CRVS; establishing strong links with 
the health sector to improve registration of births and deaths including 
improving death  and causes of death information at country level; establishing 
strong linkages between civil registration and national identity systems; and 
developing guidelines for mainstreaming gender issues in CRVS systems and for 
managing CRVS in conflict and emergency situations. 

7. These regional initiatives have an echo at the global level, reflected in the 2030 
development agenda and the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG). Indeed, the importance of civil registration and vital statistics systems 
was explicitly recognised in indicators 16.9.1 (Proportion of children under 5 
years of age whose births have been registered with a civil authority, by age) and 
17.19.2 (Proportion of countries that (a) have conducted at least one population 
and housing census in the last 10 years; and (b) have achieved 100 per cent birth 
registration and 80 per cent death registration).  Both of these indicators use birth 
and death registration coverage for their monitoring purposes.  In addition, vital 
statistics are used as direct inputs in the computation of more than ten indicators 
pertaining to other goals, and as indirect inputs for a number of indicators which 
necessitate population data.  See Box 1 for a detailed list of indicators needing 
civil registration and vital statistics directly in order to be computed. 
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Box 1. SDG Indicators and CRVS 
Data from a well-functioning CRVS system will be necessary for estimating and 
monitoring many SDG indicators, both as direct and indirect data source.  The 
following will directly require CRVS data for their estimation and monitoring: 
 
3.1.1 Maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 

3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel 
3.2.1 Under-5 mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births) 
3.2.2 Neonatal mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births) 

3.4.1 
Mortality of cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory 
disease 

3.4.2 Suicide mortality rate 

3.6.1 
Number of road traffic fatal injury deaths within 30 days, per 100,000 
population (age 
-standardized) 

3.7.2 
Adolescent birth rate (aged 10-14; aged 15-19) per 1,000 women in that age 
group 

16.1.1 
Number of victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 population, by age 
group and sex 

16.9.1 
Percentage of children under 5 whose births have been registered with a civil 
authority,  
disaggregated by age 

17.19.
2 

Proportion of countries that (a) have conducted at least one population and 
housing census in the last 10 years; and (b) have achieved 100 per cent birth 
registration and 80 per cent death registration 

Source: Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators, 
Revised.  E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1.  
 

Also, many indicators under Goal 4 (Quality Education) and Goal 5 (Gender  
Equality) will require continuous updates of vital statistics and population 
figures in order to calculate participation rates and measure different forms of 
gender gaps. More importantly, a substantial number of indicators on 
sustainable development requires either the information on the total 
population or specific population groups as a denominator – and without 
accurate, regular and complete vital statistics produced from civil registration 
it is not possible to develop reliable population estimates, especially not for sub-

national levels. 
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B. Organisation of the report 

8. The report on status of civil registration and vital statistics systems in African 
English-speaking countries covers seventeen countries, namely Botswana, Egypt 
(Arab-speaking), Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique 
(Portuguese-speaking), Namibia, Nigeria, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, 
Tanzania (Mainland), Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 8   

9. The report consists of two main parts. Part I provides a cross-country 
overview of civil registration and vital statistics systems. The first section of Part 
I reviews similarities and differences in the organizational arrangements of 
national systems for the registration of vital events across countries, and 
comparatively analyses the topics collected in civil registration. The next section 
discusses the organizational arrangements of national systems of vital statistics. 

10. Part II assesses the status of civil registration and vital statistics. In the first 
section of Part II a single indicator is used– the measurement of completeness 
with which births and deaths are registered. The second section looks into the 
use of complimentary data sources across countries for vital statistics. The third 
section assesses the availability of vital statistics tabulations submitted by 
countries to UNSD in the framework of the Demographic Yearbook annual data 
collection9   , which provides some indication of the capacity of countries in the 
region to report their national vital statistics.  

11. The last portion of this report features a set of conclusions and 
recommendations pointing out the issues that emerged from the review of 
country practices and that need attention at both national and international level.    

 

C. Sources of information  

12. To assist countries in the implementation of the newly revised international 
standards for these fields, the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), in 
collaboration with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA) and other regional partners, conducted the Workshop on the 
Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, for 

                                                 
8 Egypt and Mozambique are not English-speaking countries; however they attended the 
Workshop on the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, held 
in December 2014, and provided information on their civil registration and vital statistics systems 
to UNSD and UNECA. 
9 The United Nations Statistics Division collects, processes and disseminates population and vital 
statistics, through the Demographic Yearbook, for more than 230 countries and areas in the world. 
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African English-speaking countries in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 2 to 5 
December 2014.10  

13. The main sources of information used in this report are the proceedings of the 
mentioned Workshop, including pre-workshop questionnaires completed by 
participants, the country presentations as well as the exchange of information 
between UNSD and country representatives during the 4-day Workshop and 
follow-up communications by e-mail. 11 

14. Other sources used include technical reports, publications and websites on 
civil registration and vital statistics published by national civil registration 
authorities and national statistical offices. In addition, reports of the CRVS 
assessment tool developed by ECA and conducted by countries under its 
guidance were used. These sources are footnoted as appropriate. Information on 
the availability of national vital statistics is obtained from the United Nations 
Demographic Yearbook database.  

15. More information may be available than has been compiled for this report. 
Some countries may have information that has not been disseminated at the 
regional and global levels; or it may have not been finalised yet. Consequently 
such information was not available at the time of completion of this report. 

                                                 
10 The workshop documents are available online at 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/meetings/wshops/Ethiopia/2014/list_of_docs.htm 
11 The questionnaires sent to countries are available in Annex 1 and Annex 2. The country reports 
and presentations are available online at 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/meetings/wshops/Ethiopia/2014/list_of_docs.htm 
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Part I. Overview of national civil registration and vital statistics 
systems in African English-speaking countries 

A. Organisational arrangements of civil registration systems 

16. Civil registration is carried out primarily for the purpose of establishing the 
documents provided for by law. The term “civil registration method” refers to 
the procedure employed in gathering the basic information on the incidence and 
characteristics of vital events that occur in the population of a country (or area) 
within a specified time period, upon which the preparation of vital records with 
legal value and the production of vital statistics are based. This method should 
be distinguished from other methods of gathering data about the population 
because it is mandated by law to be continuous and permanent. Information 
collected within the framework of this system has legal authority. 12 

17. A system of civil registration includes all institutional, legal and technical 
settings needed for the performance of civil registration functions in a technical, 
sound, coordinated and standardized manner throughout the country, taking 
into account the cultural and social circumstances particular to that country. 13 
Depending on the judicial, political and administrative structures of a country, as 
well as its tradition, the system may be either centralized or decentralized. 

18. A centralized administration of civil registration has a central agency with 
national responsibility for directing, coordinating and monitoring civil 
registration work. An office with such duties can promote national standards 
and uniform registration of all vital events occurring within the country and 
among all groups of the population.  Under the central arrangement, the national 
registration agency plays both an administrative and technical roles over the 
network of subnational and local civil registration offices. It establishes local 
registration offices, provides written materials to local registrars to guide their 
daily work, coordinates the registration procedures throughout the system, and 
supervises and evaluates the registration work of the local offices.14 The central 
office is responsible for coordination with other relevant governmental agencies, 
including the health services, the courts, and the statistical service. 

19. In a decentralized system, civil registration can be administered at the level of 
the major civil divisions, such as the state, province or department. At the capital 
city of each major division, a state-level civil registration office is established to 

                                                 
12 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 279-280. 
13 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 284. 
14 Handbook on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics System: Management, Operation and Maintenance, 
United Nations, New York, 1998, Paras. 29-30 
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direct and monitor the civil registration work of the relevant major division. 
Many countries with a federated political system, a large territory or a large 
population have adopted a decentralized administration for civil registration.15 
Countries with a decentralised system should adopt uniform legal provisions 
and procedures. In general, such countries have made provisions for outlining a 
model law and its regulations so that each major civil division may promulgate 
its own laws and regulations but in close conformity with the recommended 
model. There needs to be an agency at the national level to enforce minimum 
standards and to ensure uniform practices of civil registration and comparable 
vital statistics throughout the country.16 

20. All but one of the seventeen countries contained in this report have a 
centralized civil registration system, i.e., the legal responsibility for civil 
registration in these countries is assumed by national level agencies. Ethiopia is 
the only case where the arrangement is decentralised, which reflects the federal 
governance structure (please see Table 1).   A distinction must be made between 
a decentralised civil registration system (a civil registration system that is 
administered at the level of the major civil divisions) and registration services 
that are offered at a local level, which is sometimes referred to as decentralisation 
of registration services. In fact it is usual that a centralised civil registration 
system offers its services in decentralised fashion i.e., enabling registration at 
either district or local administrative level, which greatly facilitates the coverage 
expansion of registration of vital events.  

21. Registration of live births and deaths is the responsibility of a stand-alone 
authority of Civil Registration in most countries; in other cases, the functions of 
Civil Registrar General fall within the purview of the Ministry of Health (Egypt 
and Gambia), the Ministry of Home Affairs (Lesotho, South Africa and Namibia) 
or the Ministry of Justice (Mozambique). In other countries there is shared 
responsibility for registering births and deaths (Botswana and Tanzania).  Causes 
of death are most commonly certified and coded by the Ministry of Health, 
although this is not always the case; for example, in Botswana this is jointly done 
by the Ministry of Health, the Police Forensic Unit and the authority of Civil 
Registration.  In Kenya, Nigeria, Seychelles and Swaziland the coding of causes 
of death is performed by the stand-alone authority of Civil Registration; and in 
the case of South Africa, this is done directly by the National Statistical Office.   

22. Some national legal frameworks separate the registration of births and deaths 
from that of marriages. In these cases, the Ministry of Justice registers marriages 

                                                 
15

 Handbook on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics System: Management, Operation and Maintenance, 
United Nations, New York, 1998, Para. 57.  
16 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 311. 
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by itself (Egypt, Gambia and Kenya), or do so in combination with the Civil 
Registration authority (Ghana). Regarding registration of divorces, in about half 
of the countries studied in this report, the Ministry of Justice is the responsible 
agency, whereas in the other half, divorces are registered by the Civil 
Registration authority. Mozambique is the only case where the Ministry of 
Justice functions as Registrar for all four basic vital events (births, deaths, 
marriages and divorces). 
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Table 1. Organisational arrangements of civil registration systems 

      Agency responsible for:       

Country 
Legal 

framework? 
Organisational 
arrangement 

Registration of 
live births and 

deaths 

Registration 
f
 

of causes of 
death 

Registration 
of marriages 

Registration of 
divorces 

Coordination 
agency or 

committee? 

Location of 
primary 

registration 
units 

Secondary 
registration 

units? 

Botswana Yes Centralised 

Ministry of 
Health & Dept. 
of Civil and 
National 
Registration 

Ministry of 
Health, Police 
Forensic Unit 
& Dept. of Civil 
and National 
Registration 

Dept. of Civil 
and National 
Registration 

Administration 
of Justice 

No 
a
 

Health offices 
& Population 
registers 

Yes 

Egypt Yes Centralised 
Ministry of 
Health and 
Population 

Ministry of 
Health and 
Population 

Ministry of 
Justice 

Ministry of 
Justice 

Yes 
Health offices  
& Court offices 

No 

Ethiopia Yes Decentralised 

Vital Events 
Registration 

Agency  
  

 Vital Events 
Registration 

Agency  

 Vital Events 
Registration 

Agency  
      

Gambia Yes Centralised 
Ministry of 
Health and 
Social Welfare 

Ministry of 
Health and 
Social Welfare 

Ministry of 
Justice 

Ministry of 
Justice 

No 

Health offices, 
Court offices & 
Mosques and 
Churches 

Yes 

Ghana Yes Centralised 
Births and 
Deaths Registry 

Health Service 

Registrar 
General’s 
Department 
& Judicial 
Service 

Judicial Service No 
b
 

Municipal 
offices, Health 
offices, Court 
offices, 
Parishes or 
temples & 
Population 
registers 

Yes 
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Kenya Yes Centralised 
Civil 
Registration 
Department 

Civil 
Registration 
Department 

Registrar 
General 
(Ministry of 
Justice and 
Attorney 
General) 

Registrar 
General 
(Ministry of 
Justice and 
Attorney 
General) 

No 

Health offices, 
Parishes or 
temples & 
Government 
administrative 
unit 

Yes 

Lesotho Yes Centralised 
Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Ministry of 
Justice 

c
 

Yes 

Court offices, 
Parishes or 
temples & 
District 
headquarters 

Yes 

Mozambique Yes Centralised 
Ministry of 
Justice 

Ministry of 
Health 

Ministry of 
Justice 

Ministry of 
Justice 

Yes 

Health offices 
& Civil 
Registration 
Offices 

Yes 

Namibia  Yes   

 Ministry of 
Home Affairs 
and 
Immigration 

  

 Ministry of 
Home Affairs 
and 
Immigration 

 Ministry of 
Home Affairs 
and 
Immigration 

      

Nigeria Yes Centralised 
National 
Population 
Commission  

National 
Population 
Commission  

National 
Population 
Commission  

Ministry of 
Justice 

No 

Municipal 
offices, Health 
offices, 
Parishes or 
temples, 
Population 
registers & 
Traditional 
rulers offices 

Yes 

Seychelles Yes Centralised 
Department of 
Immigration 
and Civil Status 

Department of 
Immigration 
and Civil 
Status 

Department 
of 
Immigration 
and Civil 
Status 

Department of 
Immigration 
and Civil Status 

No 
Civil Status 
Offices 

No 
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South Africa Yes Centralised 
Department of 
Home Affairs 

Statistics 
South Africa 

Department 
of Home 
Affairs 

Department of 
Home Affairs 

No 
d
 

Department of 
Home Affairs 
offices 

Yes 

Swaziland Yes Centralised 
Registrar 
General's Office 

Registrar 
General's 
Office 

Registrar 
General's 
Office 

Registrar 
General's Office 

No 

Municipal 
offices, Health 
offices, Court 
offices & 
Parishes or 
temples 

Yes 

Tanzania Yes Centralised 

Registration, 
Insolvency and 
Trusteeship 
Agency & 
Ministry of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Ministry of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Registration, 
Insolvency 
and 
Trusteeship 
Agency 

Registration, 
Insolvency and 
Trusteeship 
Agency 

No 

Health offices, 
Court offices, 
Parishes or 
temples & 
District 
headquarters 

Yes 

Uganda Yes Centralised 
Uganda 
Registration 
Services Bureau 

Ministry of 
Health 

Uganda 
Registration 
Services 
Bureau 

Uganda 
Registration 
Services Bureau 
e
 

No 

Municipal 
offices, Health 
offices, Court 
offices & 
Parishes or 
temples 

Yes 

Zambia 
  

Department of 
National 
Registration, 
Passport and 
Citizenship 

 

Department 
of National 
Registration, 
Passport and 
Citizenship 

Department of 
National 
Registration, 
Passport and 
Citizenship 

  
  

Zimbabwe Yes Centralised 
Registrar 
General's 
Department 

Ministry of 
Health 

Registrar 
General's 
Department 

Registrar 
General's 
Department 

Yes 
Health offices 
& Population 
registers 

Yes 

a
 A new strategy has been developed that includes a coordination agency 

     b
 Ad hoc committees are formed when the need arises 

      c
 Arrangements are underway to transfer this mandate to the Ministry of Home Affairs 
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d
 Agencies have entered into memoranda of understanding to ensure cooperation 

    e
 Only Muslim divorces are registered 

       f
 Including certification and coding 

       Source: Compiled by UNSD  from questionnaires filled by Civil Registration authorities



 14 

 

23. One major challenge that countries in Africa face is the weak coordination or 
cooperation among the different stake holders in CRVS. The existence and 
functions of a coordination mechanism among different agencies is often not 
clearly stated in the civil registration law or regulation. Descriptions on how 
information on the registered vital events should be transferred to either upper-
level administrative offices or to a different agency are mostly missing from the 
legislation.  Only four countries have created a coordination agency or committee 
(Egypt, Lesotho, Mozambique and Zimbabwe).  In other countries, for example 
Gambia and Swaziland, the system is fragmented   with limited coordination; 
sectors concerned do not or rarely coordinate activities. 

24. Even when there are specifications in the civil registration regulation on the 
transfer of information and coordination, such as in Lesotho, the law is often not 
strictly followed by the executing agencies. For example, the transmission of data 
from the Civil Registration authority to the National Statistical Office is arranged 
on an ad hock basis and not systematically. 

25. As many countries in the region have more than one ministry administering 
the registration of basic vital events, particularly the registration of divorces is 
often administered separately,  such as the cases of Botswana, Egypt, Gambia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Nigeria and South Africa, the role of a coordination 
mechanism becomes critical. Delineation of responsibility should be clear for 
each administrative agency.  However for most countries in the region 
coordination is not functioning well, thus, assigning the registration tasks to two 
or more different ministries adds to the challenges in the civil registration 
process.  

26. Another coordination challenge associated with the organisational structure 
in some countries in the region is the involvement of health sectors for the 
registration of live births and deaths, and more so for the certification and 
registration of causes of death.  In more than half the countries examined, 
hospitals and community health centres are used as primary registration units, in 
addition to the network of stand-alone primary registration units set up by the 
Civil Registration authority. This arrangement offers numerous benefits.  For 
example, it minimizes costs by using existing facilities to carry out registration 
functions; and the population is used to visit hospitals and health centres, which 
helps promote complete registration coverage since access to registration services 
is convenient.   On the other hand, if there is no dedicated registration staff 
within health facilities, but the registration functions are being performed as an 
extra burden for health care workers or on a honorary basis, the quality of the 
registration process as well as the resulting data, may be compromised.  The 
Civil Registration authority must have direct administrative power over the 
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registration function at health centres and hospitals, otherwise, the coverage and 
quality of the registration could be a problem. 17  

27. Primary registration units are also commonly located in municipal or local 
government offices and in religious facilities, such as Mosques, Churches, 
Parishes and other temples, as well as court offices.  In addition, all but two 
countries (Egypt and Seychelles) have set up secondary registration units, be 
seasonal or permanent, with a view of supplementing the primary network.  

28. Table 2 shows for each vital event who is the person that performs the 
functions of local registrar in the countries studied. In the case of births, foetal 
deaths and deaths, in all countries considered, it is appointed civil registrars who 
carry out this duty. In Kenya and Egypt, in addition, hospital personnel act as 
local registrars, too. In the case of marriages and divorces, there is much less 
uniformity in this respect. Marriages and divorces are not only registered by 
appointed civil registrars, but also by notaries, religious leaders and court clerks.  
In one country, Uganda, the law provides for the registration of Muslim divorces 
only, and they are registered by appointed civil registrars. 

29. Regarding the means of information transmission from the Civil Registration 
authority to the agency responsible for compiling vital statistics, a great variation 
in practices was found among countries participating in this study. Some 
countries use electronic storage devices (diskettes, USB drives), or computer 
transmission, such as Botswana, Ghana, Nigeria, Seychelles, South Africa, 
Swaziland and Zimbabwe; while other countries transmit information by means 
of physical forms or summary reports, like Egypt, Gambia, Kenya, Lesotho and 
Mozambique. There were three countries which reported not transmitting any 
information to the Statistical Office - Namibia, Tanzania and Uganda. In Gambia 
information on marriages and divorces is not transferred to any compiling 
agency.  Calendar of information transmission also varies from country to 
country. For example, in Lesotho, schedule is agreed on an ad-hoc basis; this is 
also the case for information on divorces in Ghana. In other countries, like Egypt 
and Gambia, there is a set calendar for reports or forms to be sent (monthly, 
quarterly). 

                                                 
17 “The use of a local agency which is responsible for other services may put registration in a 
position of low priority. In addition, when registrars are performing their duties on an honorary 
basis or as part of a series of other responsibilities, deficiencies can result.” - Handbook on Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics System: Management, Operation and Maintenance, United Nations, 
New York, 1998, Para. 80 
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Table 2. Local registrar responsibility and means of information transmission 

  Live births Foetal deaths and deaths Marriages Divorces 

Country 

Person 
performing 
functions of 

local registrar 

Means of data 
transmission 

Person 
performing 
functions of 

local registrar 

Means of data 
transmission 

Person 
performing 
functions of 

local registrar 

Means of data 
transmission 

Person 
performing 
functions of 

local registrar 

Means of data 
transmission 

Botswana 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb 

Court clerks 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb 

Egypt 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Doctors & 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Notaries 
Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Notaries 
Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Ethiopia                 

Gambia 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
Priests, 
ministers & 
Court clerks 

 None 
Priests, 
ministers 

None  

Ghana 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Summary reports, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Summary reports, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil 
registrars, 
Priests, 
ministers & 
Court clerks 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms & 
Summary 
reports 

Court clerks   

Kenya 

Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Personnel 
in hospitals 

Individual or 
collective Pre 
printed forms 

Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Personnel 
in hospitals 

Individual or 
collective Pre 
printed forms 

Priests, 
ministers & 
Registrar 
General 

Individual or 
collective Pre 
printed forms 

Registrar 
General 

  

Lesotho 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Priests, 
ministers 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Court clerks 
Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms 

Mozambique 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Priests, 

Summary 
reports 

Appointed civil 
registrars 

Summary 
reports 
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ministers 

Namibia   None   None   None   None 

Nigeria 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Summary reports, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
& Computer 
tapes, diskettes, 
usb 

 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Summary 
reports, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

  

Summary 
reports & 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb 

Seychelles 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
& Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary 
reports 

Appointed civil 
registrars 

Summary 
reports 

South Africa 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Computer 
transmission 

Appointed civil 
registrars 

Computer 
transmission 

Swaziland 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
& Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Summary reports 
& Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil 
registrars, 
Priests, 
ministers & 
Court clerks 

Summary 
reports & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed civil 
registrars & 
Court clerks 

Summary 
reports & 
Computer 
transmission 

Tanzania 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

None 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

None 

Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Priests, 
ministers 

None 
Appointed civil 
registrars 

None 

Uganda 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

 None 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

 None 

Appointed 
civil registrars 
& Priests, 
ministers 

 None 
Appointed civil 
registrars 

a
 

 None 

Zambia   
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Zimbabwe 
Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed 
civil registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

Appointed civil 
registrars 

Individual or 
collective pre 
printed forms, 
Computer tapes, 
diskettes, usb & 
Computer 
transmission 

a
 Only Muslim divorces are registered 

      
Source: Compiled by UNSD  from questionnaires filled by Civil Registration 
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B. Topics collected from civil registration systems 

30. The Principles and Recommendations set out the topics or variables that are 
to be investigated for vital statistics purposes through the civil registration 
system for each vital event.  The list of recommended topics is structured around 
two collection priorities: higher priority or core topics and less urgent or 
additional topics. A further distinction is made between direct and derived 
topics; the former are collected via questions made to the informant and the latter 
are computed or inferred18.  

31. Table 3 shows the direct core topics that countries participating in this study 
collect via their civil registration system. Additional and derived topics are not 
shown with a view of maintaining simplicity of presentation. This information is 
based on actual registration forms used in the countries. In total, fourteen birth 
and death registration forms, eleven marriage registration forms or certificates 
and one divorce certificate were analised.  

32. Regarding core direct topics on live births, all countries studied collect 
information of four variables: date of occurrence, date of registration, place of 
occurrence and sex. Other core direct topics that almost all countries comply 
with include date of birth (or age) of the mother and place of usual residence of 
the mother. On the other hand, there are topics that are hardly collected among 
the countries inspected. For example only five (about a third) countries collect 
information on attendant at birth or date of marriage of the parents; merely four 
countries investigate parental educational attainment; only three countries record 
the number of foetal deaths to the mother; only two countries collect the weight 
at birth of the newborn; and none of these countries collect information on the 
duration of residence in usual place of the mother or the date of her last previous 
live birth.  

33. There are also variations across countries in terms of the categories or 
classifications used for collecting information on the recommended topics. For 
example, even though countries register information on marital status of the 
mother and the father (eight and six countries, respectively), this information is 
not always uniform. In Gambia and Kenya, marital status only indicates whether 
parents are married to each other, and does not use a full set of categories. A 
similar situation is found in Seychelles, where the information collected 
distinguishes only between legitimate and natural children, but the registration 
form does not offer the full classification for marital status of the mother 
suggested in the Principles and Recommendations. 

                                                 
18 Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Revision 3, United Nations, New York, 
2014, para. 60-62. 
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34. The compliance in the collection of core direct topics endorsed by the 
Principles and Recommendations on death is slightly better than the case of 
births. There are five variables investigated by all the assessed countries: date of 
occurrence, date of registration, place of occurrence, date of birth (or age) and sex 
of the decedent. In addition, almost all countries collect information on cause of 
death, place of usual residence and marital status. The core direct topic least 
investigated by the countries covered in this report is certifier of the cause of 
death, which may be a reflection of the issues faced in the quality of the data 
collected in this regard. 

35. There were eleven documents to analise in terms of core direct topics for 
marriages. Among these documents, some were certificates rather than 
registration forms, and may display less information than what is actually 
collected. Three topics are collected by all countries studied: date of occurrence, 
date of birth (or age) of the groom and bride, and place of usual residence of both 
of them.  

36. As observed, countries analysed have not been able to comply with the 
international standards in terms of topics collected when registering a vital event.  
This goes in detriment of their capacity not only to generate the necessary 
tabulations used for social planning and programming, but also to identify some 
of the most important characteristics of the population involved in the registered 
vital events, which affects negatively the full realisation of their human rights.  
For example, failure to collect information on parental educational attainment 
during live birth registration prevents research on the association between 
fertility and societal factors, often indicated by education levels. Further, using a 
non-standard set of categories or classification will make comparisons across 
countries difficult, and can bias any analysis undertaken. 

Table 3. Direct core topics collected in civil registration systems 

  Topic Live births Deaths Marriages Divorces 

Characteristics 
of the event 

Date of 
occurrence 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, 
Uganda, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Mozambique 
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Date of 
registration 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Ghana, 
Lesotho, Nigeria, 
Uganda, 
Swaziland, 
Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Mozambique 

Place of 
occurrence 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, 
Swaziland, 
Uganda, Zambia 

Mozambique 

Place of 
registration 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Kenya, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Kenya, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Uganda, 
Swaziland, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Botswana, Ghana, 
Swaziland, 
Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Mozambique 

Type of birth 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Ghana, Kenya, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Nigeria 

      

Attendant at 
birth 

Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia 

      

Cause of death   

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

    

Certifier   

Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe 

    

Characteristics 
of the 

newborn 
Sex 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria,  
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 
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Weight at birth 
Botswana, 
Mozambique 

      

Characteristics 
of the mother 

Date of 
birth/age 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Swaziland 

      

Marital status 

Botswana, Gambia
a
, 

Kenya
a
, Lesotho, 

Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles

b
 

      

Educational 
attainment 

Botswana, Ghana, 
Mozambique, Nigeria 

      

Place of usual 
residence 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda 

      

Duration of 
residence in 
usual place 

        

Place/country 
of birth 

Gambia, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Swaziland 

      

Children born 
alive to mother 
during her 
entire lifetime 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Ghana, Kenya, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique

c
, 

Nigeria
d
, Swaziland

d
 

      

Foetal deaths 
to mother 
during her 
entire lifetime 

Egypt, Kenya, 
Lesotho 

      

Date of last 
previous live 
birth 

        

Date of 
marriage 

Egypt, Lesotho, 
Namibia, Swaziland, 
Zambia 

      

Characteristics 
of the father 

Date of 
birth/age 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Swaziland 
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Marital status 

Botswana, Gambia
a
, 

Kenya
a
, Lesotho, 

Mozambique, 
Namibia 

      

Educational 
attainment 

Botswana, Ghana, 
Mozambique, Nigeria 

      

Place of usual 
residence 

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda 

      

Characteristics 
of the 

decedent 

Date of 
birth/age 

  

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

    

Sex   

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

    

Marital status   

Botswana, Egypt, 
Ghana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles

e
, 

Swaziland, Zimbabwe 

    

Place of usual 
residence 

  

Botswana, Egypt, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe 

    

Characteristics 
of the bride 
and groom 

Date of 
birth/age 

    

Botswana, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, 
Uganda, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 
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Place of usual 
residence 

    

Botswana, 
Gambia, Ghana, 
Lesotho, 
Mozambique, 
Nigeria, 
Seychelles, 
Swaziland, 
Uganda, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

  

Characteristics 
of divorcees 

Date of birth         
Date of 
marriage 

      
  

Place of usual 
residence 

      
  

a
 Gambia and Kenya: Information on whether parents of the child are married to each other is collected only, not full 

categories of marital status. 
b
 Seychelles: Information on whether the child is natural or legitimate is collected only, not full categories of marital 

status. 
c
 Mozambique: Information on the number of deliveries is collected, not live births. 

d
 Nigeria and Swaziland: Information on the birth order is collected, not live births. 

  
e
 Seychelles: Information on whether the decedent was married or widower/widow, not full categories of marital 

status. 

Source: Compiled by UNSD  from registration forms as available 
  

 

C. Organizational arrangements of vital statistics systems 

37. The organizational structure for the efficient management, operation and 
management of the vital statistics system might be centralized or decentralized, 
similar to the case of civil registration.  

38. In the case of the countries examined for this report, responses were obtained 
from thirteen National Statistical Offices, all of which indicated having adopted a 
centralized vital statistics system, administered at the national level. Furthermore, 
with the exception of Lesotho, all responding countries reported having a legal 
framework for the collection, processing and dissemination of vital statistics.  

39. In most countries providing information, the National Statistical Office is the 
agency responsible for the dissemination of vital statistics (see Table 4). In this 
respect, Egypt, Lesotho and Seychelles are somewhat different. In Lesotho, data 
on foetal deaths are neither compiled nor disseminated. In Seychelles, data on 
foetal deaths is under the purview of the Ministry of Health, which also has 
statistical responsibilities and functions, in addition to the National Statistical 
Office. In Egypt, the National Statistical Office and the Ministry of Health share 
the statistical function in the case of live births, foetal deaths and deaths, whereas 
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for marriages and divorces, the compilation and dissemination of statistics is the 
exclusive responsibility of the National Statistical Office. 

40.  The majority of countries reported compiling vital statistics from a 
combination of civil registration data with census data, survey data and health 
records, which shows the will in African countries to improve the quality of data 
and the cooperation among government agencies. The most advanced scenario is 
found in Egypt and Seychelles, where vital statistics are produced almost solely 
from civil registration data; while on the other end of the spectrum, Ethiopia, 
Ghana and Zambia rely exclusively on population censuses and sample surveys 
to generate basic vital statistics.   

41. For most countries, the challenge now is transitioning towards producing 
vital statistics mainly from the civil registration system on the topics and themes 
recommended by the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics 
System (Rev. 3)., while using censuses and surveys only to complement or as a 
benchmark. Currently, it seems to be the other way around. 

Table 4. Organisational arrangements and sources used to obtain vital 
statistics 

        Data source for: 

Country 
Legal 

framework
? 

Organisational 
arrangement 

Agency 
responsible 

for 
disseminating 
vital statistics 

Live births 
Foetal 

deaths and 
deaths 

Marriages Divorces 

Botswana               

Egypt Yes Centralised 

Central 
Agency for 
Public 
Mobilization 
and Statistics 
& Ministry of 
Health 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 

Ethiopia Yes Centralised 
Central 
Statistical 
Agency 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Gambia   
 

    
  

  

Ghana Yes Centralised 
Ghana 
Statistical 
Service 

a
 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

-- -- 

Kenya Yes Centralised 

Kenya 
National 
Bureau of 
Statistics 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Health 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Health 

Civil 
registration 
& 
Population 
Censuses 

Civil 
registration 
& 
Population 
Censuses 
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records records 

Lesotho No Centralised 
Lesotho 
Bureau of 
Statistics 

b
 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Mozambique Yes Centralised 
National 
Institute of 
Statistics 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 
& Court 

Namibia Yes Centralised 
Namibia 
Statistics 
Agency 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration 
& 
Population 
Censuses 

Civil 
registration 
& 
Population 
Censuses 

Nigeria Yes Centralised 

National 
Population 
Commission & 
National 
Bureau of 
Statistics 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys, 
Health 
records & 
Churches 
and 
Mosques 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Churches 
and 
Mosques 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Seychelles Yes Centralised 
National 
Statistics 

c
 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 
& Health 
records 

Civil 
registration 

Civil 
registration 

South Africa   
 

    
  

  

Swaziland Yes Centralised 
Central 
Statistical 
Office 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys 

Tanzania   
 

  -- -- -- -- 
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Uganda Yes Centralised 
Uganda 
Bureau of 
Statistics  

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Zambia Yes Centralised 
Central 
Statistical 
Office 

Population 
Censuses & 
Health 
records 

Population 
Censuses, 
Sample 
surveys & 
Health 
records 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Zimbabwe Yes Centralised 

Zimbabwe 
National 
Statistics 
Agency 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

Civil 
registration, 
Population 
Censuses & 
Sample 
surveys 

a
 By law the Ghana Statistical Service is supposed to process and disseminate data; however this is not being done because of 

the scanty nature of the data compiled. 
b
 Except for data on foetal deaths, which is not processed or disseminated. 

c
 Except for data on foetal deaths, which is  processed and disseminated by the Ministry of Health. 

 

Source: Compiled by UNSD  from questionnaires filled by National Statistical Offices 
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Part II. Status of civil registration and vital statistics  

A. Coverage and quality of civil registration and vital statistics  

42. One of the most useful indicators of the status of a civil registration system is 
the measure of completeness of registered vital events. On the questionnaires 
sent to each country in November 2014, questions were asked to both civil 
registrars and statisticians on the percentage of the completeness of civil 
registration and vital statistics. (Annex 1 and Annex 2). When such information 
was not available from the questionnaire, discussions and presentation during 
the workshop held in Addis Ababa in December 2014 provided insights. In 
addition, reports of country assessments were also consulted. 

43. The completeness of birth and death registration as reported by the countries 
as well as the methods used for assessment are shown in Table 5. Note that this 
section focuses on the registration of births and deaths for three reasons: (1) 
registration of births and deaths is key for the realisation of human rights, such 
as health, education, and social protection, as well as for the management of 
identity systems, (2)  coverage of marriages and divorces is not available for most 
of the countries and (2) the coverage indicator of marriage and divorce 
registration is less meaningful for the purpose of comparing data across 
countries because statistics related to marriages and divorces are often not truly 
comparable due to cultural variations.  

44. One important note to make is that the percentages referring to the coverage 
of birth and death registration, do not always correspond to the coverage of birth 
and death statistics finally published.  For some countries, the coverage of civil 
registration and that of vital statistics are the same, such as in Egypt, Seychelles 
and South Africa. In these countries, information registered is transferred to the 
National Statistics Office and vital statistics are compiled.  

45. For the other countries, this is not the case, even if the coverage of civil 
registration is relatively high like in Namibia or Botswana. In these other 
countries, vital statistics are estimated from sources other than civil registration, 
thus, vital statistics finally published have a different coverage than civil 
registration.  

 

 

 

 



 29 

46. In general, it can be noted that the registration of births tends to be more 
complete than that of deaths (Figure 2 and Table 5). Out of the 17 countries 
covered in this report, Egypt, Seychelles and South Africa have almost complete 
coverage of birth registration.  

47. Nine of the 17 countries consulted for this report estimate their birth 
registration coverage by making use of a question in a survey or census.  In 
particular, the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys include a question on birth 
registration, which yields an estimate of the percentage of children under five 
years old whose birth has been registered with the authorities. Estimates coming 
from this method suffer significantly from biases such as response desirability 
(the informant replies as s/he thinks is expected), recollection (does not 
remember precisely), and lack of clarity in regards to registration procedures 
(might be confused with medical notification vs. legal registration).  Thus, these 
coverage estimates need to be taken with caution.  

48. Comparisons across time can be done for countries that have filled the 
questionnaire more than once. An upward trend in birth registration coverage 
can be seen for most of those countries.   For example, Lesotho had reported in 
the past that the birth registration coverage was at 29% 19according to the DHS 
2004 survey; five years later, the coverage had significantly increased to 45%, 
according to the DHS 2009 survey. Botswana also showed a significant 
improvement, going from 58% in 2000 (MICS) to 75% of birth registration 
coverage in 2014. Namibia had reported coverage above 75% for birth 
registration in 2001 based on the population census, and increased notably to 
89% according to the question used in the 2011 population census. South Africa 
almost reached complete birth coverage according to the reported figure for 2013, 
compared to 86% in 2007.   

49. On the other hand, the estimate for birth registration coverage in Zimbabwe 
decreased from 74% in 2005-06 (DHS) to 49% in 2010 (also DHS). In the case of 
Tanzania, there seems to be no significant change across time in the coverage of 
birth registration since 2007; it has remained around 20%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
19

 See ESA/STAT/2010/10, Status of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in the SADC Region, 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/CRVS/Technical_report_SADC_final_v2.pdf 
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Figure 2. Birth registration coverage (per cent), circa 2008 and circa 2014 

 

Source: Compiled by UNSD  from questionnaires filled by National Statistical Offices and 

Registrars, reports published by countries and workshop presentations. 

50. Turning our attention to coverage in the registration of death, as mentioned 
above, it can be observed from Table 5 that availability of estimates of death 
registration coverage is lower than for birth registration; this has been an issue 
across time. Estimates for birth registration coverage are more readily available 
because this item is regularly included in the Demographic and Health Surveys 
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(DHS) and the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS). On the contrary, no 
question on the registration of death is normally included in these surveys. 
Although, some national surveys and censuses ask about deaths in the 
household in the last year, particularly of women of reproductive age. This is 
linked to the investigation and estimation of maternal deaths.  Thus, in general, 
countries need to conduct a dedicated study to assess the coverage of death 
registration, which can be costly and resource intensive. Henceforth, the 
estimated coverage of death registration is less known. 

51. Among countries that have available an estimate for death registration are 
Botswana, with a relatively high coverage of 75%;  Namibia with an estimated 
coverage of 88%; Egypt and South Africa, with coverage above 90%; and 
Seychelles with complete coverage. In addition, in Ghana the coverage of death 
registration is estimated at 23% for 2013; and in Kenya, a dual records study was 
carried out resulting in an estimated coverage of 45% for 2013. 

52. We did observe in the previous section that, while most countries take into 
account civil registration data, they face a challenge when producing vital 
statistics from it. One reason for this seems to reside in the incomplete coverage 
of the civil registration system, particularly for death registration, and the lack of 
evaluation studies to assert their coverage and reliability.   

53. Nevertheless, countries must utilize civil registration data, even if incomplete, 
in the production of vital statistics. For example, if it is known that a certain 
geographical area has a high coverage, then those figures should be compiled 
almost at face value. For other areas, where coverage is low, constant feedback 
among the registration authority, the health institutions and the national 
statistical office is essential, to understand the limitations of the data and to find 
the best approach to integrate it into national vital statistics reports. 

 

Table 5. Estimated completeness of births and deaths registration, methods of 
assessment and year of latest assessment 

Country 

Percentage of registration 
completeness Assessment methods 

Year of latest 
assessment 

Births Deaths 

Panel a. Countries with low coverage 

Ethiopia 7 -- 
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(DHS) 

2005 

Lesotho 45.1 -- 

Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(Lesotho Demographic 
Survey) 

2009 

Mozambique 47.9 -- 
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 

2011 
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(DHS) 

Tanzania 18.8   -- 2014 

Uganda 30 -- 

Retrospective questions 
in population census(es) 
& Birth history in a single 
round retrospective 
survey (DHS) 

2011 

Zambia 14 -- 
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(DHS) 

2007 

Zimbabwe 49 -- 
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(DHS) 

2010 

Panel b. Countries with medium coverage 

Nigeria 52
a
 100

b
 

Retrospective questions 
in population census(es) 
& Retrospective 
questions in a single 
round survey 

2014 (for birth) 
2006 (for death) 

     

Gambia 53   
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(MICS) 

2010 

Ghana 65 23 -- 2013 
Kenya 58.4 45.6 Dual-records system 2013 

Panel c. Countries with medium-high coverage 

Namibia 89.3 88.5 
Retrospective questions 
in population census(es) 

2011 

Botswana 75 75 
Comprehensive 
assessment 

2014 

Panel d. Countries with high-complete coverage 

Egypt 99 95 
Retrospective questions 
in a single round survey 
(DHS) 

2005 (for birth) 
2010 (for death) 

Seychelles 90 100 -- 2011 

South Africa 98 92 -- 
2013 (for birth) 
2008 (for death) 

Swaziland 90+
c
 -- 

Follow up (prospective) 
survey 

2010 

a
 As reported by country.  According to the WHO, the registration coverage of births was 29.8% in 2013 

(http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.121). According to the Unicef MICS survey 2011, it was 41.5% 
(http://www.unicef.org/nigeria/Multiple_Indicators_Cluster_Survey_4_Report.pdf).  According to the 
Report on Livebirths, Deaths & Stillbirths Registration in Nigeria (1994-2007) by the National Population 
Commission, birth registration coverage was estimated at 35% in 2007. 
b
 As reported by country.  According to the Report on Livebirths, Deaths & Stillbirths Registration in 

Nigeria (1994-2007) by the National Population Commission, death registration coverage was estimated 
at 13.5% in 2007. 
c
 As reported by country.  According to the Unicef MICS survey 2010, birth registration coverage was 

50% (http://www.unicef.org/mena/MENA-Birth_Registration_report_low_res-01.pdf). 

MICS: Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (administered by UNICEF) 
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DHS: Demographic and Health Survey (administered by Macro International) 

Source: Compiled by UNSD from questionnaires filled by National Statistical Offices, reports 

published by countries and workshop presentations. 

54. In addition to the civil registration coverage, capacity to evaluate the quality 
of civil registration information and register-based vital statistics using either 
direct or indirect methods is also important20. Out of the 17 countries considered 
in this report, six indicated that they use specific assessment methods such as a 
comprehensive assessment, a dual record system or by asking questions in 
population censuses and dedicated sample surveys (these countries include 
Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Namibia, Nigeria and Swaziland). Seven countries 
rely solely on outside sources such as the MICS and DHS (these countries include 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Mozambique, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe).  The 
rest did not report what type of assessment forms the basis of their coverage 
estimate. 

55. Based on agreements from the Conferences of African Ministers responsible 
for Civil Registration, African countries have made a point of assessing their civil 
registration and vital statistics systems, supported by the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa, and under the APAI-CRVS. Among the countries under 
study here, Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Uganda have completed their assessments, 
whereas Swaziland and Lesotho are currently conducting it.  

 

B. Fertility and mortality indicators estimated based on population censuses 
and sample surveys  

56. While it would be ideal to have a nationwide count of hundred per cent of the 
vital events occurring in a country, and complete coverage for all the core 
variables or topics, this is not immediately possible in many countries. Because of 
this, countries resort to sample demographic surveys and various other methods 
for the estimation of birth and death rates.  Even with complete country-wide 
civil registration coverage, population censuses and sample surveys are also 
used to evaluate civil registration data or to gather information on demographic 
or epidemiological processes in a way that enhances the information obtained 
through civil registration.  

57. As observed in Table 4, population censuses and sample surveys are widely 
used as partial sources for vital statistics in the countries reviewed. Most 

                                                 
20 Standards on the evaluation of civil registration and vital statistics systems are set forth in the 
Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, Rev. 3, United Nations, New York, 2014, 
Chapter I of Part Three.  



 34 

countries reported compiling vital statistics from a combination of civil 
registration data with census data, survey data and health records. In particular, 
for Ethiopia, Gambia21, Ghana and Zambia, censuses and sample surveys are the 
only sources for vital statistics.  

58. All of the 17 countries covered in this report conducted a population and 
housing census in the 2010 round (2005-2014). Most the countries studied have 
extensive questions on fertility and mortality in the latest census. The exceptions 
are Egypt, Nigeria and Seychelles. In the case of Egypt and Seychelles, this is 
linked to their well-functioning civil registration and vital statistics systems, so 
there is no need to investigate in depth topics on fertility and mortality through 
censuses. Questions on fertility are included in the 2010 Seychelles census. 

59. The systems of civil registration and vital statistics in Nigeria are less 
developed; nevertheless, the census questionnaire did not include any question 
regarding fertility or mortality. 

60.  Among countries which did include topics on fertility and mortality, 
common questions covered by the census enumeration form included children 
ever-born and living, household deaths in the last 12 months, as well as whether 
the death was pregnancy-related Table 6). 

 

Table 6. Fertility and mortality topics included in most recent population 
censuses 

Country, most 
recent census year 

Children ever 
born and 

living 

Birth in the 
last 12 

months and 
survival 

Last birth 
and survival  

Household 
deaths in the 

last 12 
months 

Maternal/pa
ternal 

orphanhood 

Female deaths 
during 

pregnancy, 
childbirth or 
puerperium 

Botswana, 2011 X X   X     

Egypt, 2006   
 

        

Ethiopia, 2007 X 
X (only birth, 
not survival) 

  X   X 

Gambia, 2013 X X   X X   

Ghana, 2010 X 
X (only birth, 
not survival) 

  X   X 

Kenya, 2009 
a
 X 

 
X X X X 

Lesotho, 2006 X 
X (only birth, 
not survival) 

X X X X (sisters) 

Mozambique, 2007 X X   X X X 

                                                 
21

 As seen in Table 4, the National Statistical Office of Gambia did not submit a filled questionnaire to 

UNSD, however, given discussions and workshop presentations, it appears that vital statistics are not 

produced from civil registration data. 
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Namibia, 2011 X   X X X X 

Nigeria, 2006   
 

        

Seychelles, 2010 X X         

South Africa, 2011 X 
 

X X X X 

Swaziland, 2007 X X   X X X 

Tanzania, 2012 X (long form) X (long form)   
X (short and 
long form) 

X (long form) 
X (short and 
long form) 

Uganda, 2014 X   X X X X 

Zambia, 2010 X X   X X X 

Zimbabwe, 2012 X   X X X X 
a
 In addition to the usual questions for each woman, a question on total number of household births in the last 12 

months was asked. 

Source: UNSD, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/sources/census/censusquest.htm. 

 

61. Other questions asked by some countries include births in the last 12 months 
and their survival, last birth and survival and maternal and paternal orphanhood. 
To a lesser extent, age of mother at first birth, duration of marriage and the 
survival of siblings are also investigated through these censuses.  

62. The investigation of fertility and mortality in population censuses is 
particularly important in countries where civil registration is lacking, deficient or 
insufficiently reliable because it represents an opportunity for estimating vital 
rates that would not otherwise be available22.  However one should keep in mind 
that some questions might not be suitable for censuses, such as the survival of 
siblings. This question is recommended to be used in large-scale household 
surveys and fertility surveys because relatively little experience has been gained 
in their use in a population census.23 In addition, the question on last birth and 
its survival has shown little value in the estimation of infant mortality. It is not 
always possible to compute all the elements needed to obtain the probability of 
dying within the first year of life, thus the estimates suffer from some 
methodological vices that do not offset the costs of introducing a census question. 
There is evidence that the use of the question on last live-born child survival in 
censuses is not performing robustly.24 

63. Turning our attention to sample surveys as sources of data, most countries 
studied in the report have used demographic and health surveys for fertility and 

                                                 
22 United Nations Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Rev. 3, Para. 
67.  
23 Handbook on the Collection of Fertility and Mortality Data, United Nations, Para. 652. 
24

 Ruiz et al. , ¿Es recomendable preguntar en el censo acerca de la sobrevivencia del últimohijo nacido 

vivo?, ECLAC publication LC/G.2573-P, Population Notes No. 96. 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/sources/census/censusquest.htm
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mortality estimates in the recent years. Notably, ICF International25  and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are actively involved in most of the 
surveys conducted in the region. Only a few surveys – in Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Nigeria–are conducted independently by National Statistics Offices and other 
national stakeholders (Table 7). 

64. Common modules on fertility and mortality in those surveys include birth 
history module, sisterhood survival (for maternal mortality), survivorship of 
biological parents, and recent deaths in the household.   

65. The most common indicators that result from these surveys, as well as from 
censuses, are age-specific and total fertility rates, general fertility rate, crude birth 
rate, childhood mortality rates, adult mortality rates and maternal mortality 
ratios. 

66. In the case of surveys, disaggregation of these indicators will mostly depend 
on the sample design.  In the case of the censuses, disaggregation of indicators 
can potentially be taken to the lowest level, although it will depend on the level 
of non-response in the relevant data items. 

 

Table 7. Recent demographic/health surveys conducted and main agencies 
involved 

Country Year 
Name of 

demographic/health survey 
Main agency involved in the 

survey 

Botswana       

Egypt 

2014 
Demographic and Health 
Survey  

Ministry of Health 
 and Population  & ICF 
International 

2013-2014 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 5 (subnational) 

UNICEF 

Ethiopia 

2011 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Central Statistical Agency & ICF 
International 

2014 
Mini Demographic and 
Health Survey 

Central Statistical Agency & 
Ministry of Health 

Gambia 
2010 

Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 4 

UNICEF 

2013 
Demographic and Health 
Survey  

Bureau of Statistics & ICF 
International 

Ghana 2014 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Statistical Service, Health Service 
& ICF International 

                                                 
25 ICF International implements The Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) Program project is, which 
is financed by the US Agency for International Development (USAID) 
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2011 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 4 

UNICEF 

Kenya 

2014 
Demographic and Health 
Survey  

National Bureau of Statistics &  
ICF International 

2013-2014 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 5 (subnational) 

UNICEF 

2014 
Performance Monitoring and 
Accountability 2020 Survey 

Ministry of Health & the National 
Council for Population and 
Development 

Lesotho 
2011 Demographic Survey Bureau of Statistics  

2014 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Ministry of Health &  ICF 
International 

Mozambique 2011 
Demographic and Health 
Survey  

National Institute of Statistics & 
ICF International 

Namibia 2013 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Ministry of Health and Social 
Services, Statistics Agency & ICF 
International 

Nigeria 

2013 
Demographic and Health 
Survey  

National Population Commission 
& ICF International 

2011 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 4 

UNICEF 

2012 
Millennium Development 
Goals Performance Tracking 
Survey 

National Bureau of Statistics 

Seychelles       

South Africa       

Swaziland 
2014 

Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 5 

UNICEF 

2010 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 4 

UNICEF 

Tanzania 

2010 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

National Bureau of Statistics & 
ICF International 

2015-2016 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

National Bureau of Statistics & 
ICF International 

Uganda 

2011 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Bureau of Statistics & ICF 
International 

2014 
Performance Monitoring and 
Accountability Survey 

Bureau of Statistics, Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health & Makerere 
University 

Zambia 2013-2014 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

Central Statistical Office & ICF 
International  

Zimbabwe 

2014 
Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey 5 

UNICEF 

2015 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

National Statistics Agency & ICF 
International 
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2010-2011 
Demographic and Health 
Survey 

National Statistics Agency & ICF 
International 

Source: Compiled by UNSD from websites of ICF International, Multiple Indicator Cluster 

Survey and National Statistical Offices. 

 

67. There is a particular type of source that is also being used by countries, in 
particular Tanzania and Zambia, to generate some vital rates. This is the Sample 
Vital Registration with Verbal Autopsy (SAVVY), which consists of  randomly 
selecting sample districts where  a vital events reporting system is established 
and used to infer the occurrence of vital events in the whole population.  This 
method, while is not a substitute for universal civil registration, can fill short- to 
medium-term needs for critical information on births, deaths, and cause of death.  

 

C. Availability of vital statistics based on the UN Demographic Yearbook 
reporting  

68. The United Nations Statistics Division collects vital statistics from National 
Statistical Offices through the Demographic Yearbook26 . The Demographic Yearbook 
data collection includes the most basic tabulations that a country should produce 
for national planning as well as regional and international data comparison 
purposes. Therefore whether a country is able to provide up-to-date data to the 
Demographic Yearbook is a good indication of its capacity in producing vital 
statistics. Note that more detailed tabulations may be available at national level 
for planning and policy implementation purposes but the report focuses only on 
those that are essential for regional and international comparisons. 

69. Data on vital statistics are collected via the Vital Statistics Questionnaire, which 
is sent is annually and is comprised by 43 data tables on births, deaths, foetal 
deaths, marriages and divorces, cross-classified by various social and 
demographic characteristics such as age, sex, marital status, among others (see 
Annex 3 for a complete list of tables). This section provides an overview of the 
availability of vital statistics in studied countries for the period of 2007-2015, 
compared with the previous decade, based on the countries’ responses (see 
Figure 3 and Table 8).   

70. The data availability review is based on the data that are currently in the 
Demographic Yearbook database (as of 15 April 2016). Note that the database does 
not always reflect the real availability of data at country level - some countries 
                                                 
26 Questionnaires and published issues of Demographic Yearbook are available online at 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/default.htm 
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may have information that has not been effectively disseminated at the regional 
and global levels. Consequently such information was unavailable to the UNSD.  

Figure 3. Number of vital statistics tabulations available in the UN 
Demographic Yearbook database, 1997-2006 and 2007-2015 

 

Source: UN Demographic Yearbook as of 15 April 2016. 

 

71. In general, a low response is observed for both periods. With the exception of 
Egypt, less than half of the requested tables are being provided by the countries 
in the study.  Egypt submitted 34 tables, out of the total of 43 contained in the 
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questionnaire, in the two periods observed.  Seychelles and South Africa are 
submitting a significant proportion of the data requested by UNSD, 23 and 20 
tables in the latter period, however there has been a decrease in their reporting, 
compared with the earlier period.  A decrease in the number of tables submitted 
has also been observed in the cases of Uganda (from six tables to one) and 
Zimbabwe (from seven to zero tables).   

72. Even though countries’ responses are still quite incomplete, there have been 
gains in the statistical capacity of a number of countries.  For example, Lesotho 
increased the number of tables submitted from one to 14, and Swaziland and 
Botswana almost doubled the number of tables (from seven to 13 and 12 
respectively). More modest increases were also observed for Namibia and 
Tanzania. 

73. Two countries, Gambia and Zimbabwe, have been unable to provide any vital 
statistics in the period 2007-2015. In fact, Gambia did not report data for either 
period.  In addition, Uganda submitted data for one table only in the latter 
period, corresponding to fertility rates estimated based on censuses or surveys, 
not on civil registration, which reflects a fragile statistical capacity. 

74. Table 8 displays a more detailed view of the availability of data, focusing on 
the latter period (2007-2015). It can be observed that countries have greater 
capacity to generate and submit birth statistics, compared to statistics on any 
other vital event. This might be related to the boost that birth registration 
programmes have received in recent years, given its importance in terms of 
realization of human rights, legal identity and access to services.  

 
Table 8. Number of vital statistics tables available in the UN Demographic 
Yearbook database 2007-2015 

Country Births TFR Deaths 
Infant 
deaths 

Foetal 
deaths/ 

abortions 

Life 
table 

Marriages Divorces Sum 

Botswana 3 1 3 1 0 0 4 0 12 

Egypt 8 1 5 3 3 6 4 4 34 

Ethiopia 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Gambia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ghana 3 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 7 

Kenya 4 1 2 1 0 1 0 0 9 

Lesotho 3 1 3 0 0 1 3 3 14 

Mozambique 0 1 0 0 0 6 0 1 8 

Namibia 2 0 2 0 0 6 0 0 10 

Nigeria 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Seychelles 7 1 4 1 1 3 4 2 23 

South Africa 3 1 4 2 1 1 4 4 20 
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Swaziland 2 1 2 0 0 6 1 1 13 

Tanzania 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 4 

Uganda 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Zambia 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Zimbabwe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Source: UN Demographic Yearbook as of 15 April 2016. 

 

75. The lack of complete data from most of the countries in the region is closely 
related to the relatively low coverage of reliable civil registration systems, and 
their capacity to generate vital statistics.  In addition, as discussed in section B of 
Part I (see Table 3), there are a number of core topics that are seldom collected. 
For example, if information on date of marriage of the parents is not captured, it 
will be impossible to generate and disseminate birth statistics by duration of 
marriage. Similarly, if the classifications used for collecting information do not 
conform to the international standard, as it is the case for marital status, it will be 
more difficult or impossible to compile tabulations. 

76. Nevertheless, countries are encouraged to compile and make use of vital 
statistics from their civil registration system even if it exhibits a moderate 
coverage of vital events. Utilising the data will conduce to their improvement, 
benefiting from user feedback and support.  
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Conclusions and Recommendations  

 

General 

77. The report provides insight on the systems of civil registration and vital 
statistics for English-speaking countries in Africa. The assessment has shown that 
the civil registration systems in a number of countries have experienced 
considerable improvements in the last decade. Significant strides have been 
made under the umbrella of APAI-CRVS, spearheaded by ECA.  

78. Since the inception of the African Ministerial Conferences in 2010 a visible 
progress has been achieved at both national and regional level and the 
momentum generated then is going strong.  Yet, as evidenced in the material 
analysed in this report, the state of the art of civil registration and vital statistics 
is far from homogenous– while in a number of countries the civil registration 
shows significant improvement, in certain countries it is still on unstable 
foundations; in about half of the countries in the study, the coverage of births 
and deaths registration is still quite low (see Table 5).    Consequently, efforts 
need to be intensified at all different technical and operational planes, primarily 
through political settings at the highest possible level.   

79. Improvements have been more modest for the vital statistics systems than the 
case of civil registration.  The majority of countries considered in this report 
reported compiling vital statistics from a combination of civil registration data 
with census data, survey data and health records. National Statistical Offices in 
some of the countries examined are not fully making use of the information 
gathered by civil registration. One reason for this seems to reside in incomplete 
civil registration, particularly for death, and the lack of evaluation studies to 
assert their coverage and reliability.   

80. Among the 17 countries reviewed, the most advanced scenario is found in 
Egypt and Seychelles, where vital statistics are produced almost solely from civil 
registration data; while on the other end of the spectrum, Ethiopia, Gambia27, 
Ghana and Zambia rely exclusively on population censuses and sample surveys 
to generate basic vital statistics.  The latter practice does not provide sustainable, 
regular and timely production of vital statistics, nor does it enable establishing 
time series that would allow for more in-depth analysis of essential demographic 
phenomena.   

                                                 
27

 As seen in Table 4, the National Statistical Office of Gambia did not submit a filled questionnaire to 

UNSD, however, given discussions and workshop presentations, it appears that vital statistics are not 

produced from civil registration data. 
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81. The challenge now is transitioning towards producing vital statistics mainly 
from the civil registration system on the topics and themes recommended by the 
Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System (Rev. 3)., while 
using censuses and surveys only to complement or as a benchmark. Thus, the 
data flow is in need of analysis, identification of bottle necks and the 
consequential remedial actions.   

82. There needs to be a thorough review of circumstances that result in statistics 
generated, disseminated and eventually submitted to the United Nations being 
so limited or non-existing. UNSD has observed a low response from to its vital 
statistics collection from the countries considered in this report. With the 
exception of Egypt, only around half of the requested tables are being provided 
(period 2007-2015), and actually, some countries have decreased the number of 
tables submitted. It was also observed that countries have greater capacity to 
generate and submit birth statistics, compared to any other vital event. This 
might be related to the boost that birth registration programmes have received in 
recent years .In this respect, systemic weaknesses in the national statistical 
capacity need to be identified and addressed. 

83. A number of countries have already conducted an initial assessment of their 
civil registration and vital statistics systems, using the tool developed by ECA, 
and have come up with an improvement plan.  Among other findings, the 
comprehensive assessments have brought out the fact that in a number of 
African countries no mechanism exists to count the number of vital events 
registered and hence compute registration level, and the mechanism to compile 
the information gathered from civil registration into tabulations is weak and/or 
fragmented. When registration data is used in compilation of vital statistics, there 
has been little effort in making qualitative assessments. Thus, decisive actions 
need to be taken to factually improve the flow of information from the moment a 
vital event occurs, is notified, is registered - together with all the recommended 
core topics- until the relevant data find their way to vital statistics tabulations.  

84. In reviewing the current circumstances in the countries of the region it may 
be concluded that further improvements are needed in a number of areas.  This 
finding is supported by recommendations from the 3rd Conference of African 
Ministers responsible for Civil Registration, held in 2015, which  include 
establishing strong links with the health sector to improve registration of births 
and deaths including improving death  and causes of death information at 
country level; establishing strong linkages between civil registration and national 
identity systems; and developing guidelines for mainstreaming gender issues in 
CRVS systems and for managing CRVS in conflict and emergency situations. 

85. National governments need to commit themselves toward complying with 
the list of recommended core topics for vital events that need to be collected in 
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civil registration and processed in vital statistics. It was observed that there are a 
number of core topics that are seldom collected among the countries analysed. 
For example, if information on date of marriage of the parents is not captured, it 
will be impossible to generate and disseminate birth statistics by duration of 
marriage. Similarly, if the classifications used for collecting information do not 
conform to the international standard, as it is widely the case for marital status, it 
will be more difficult or impossible to compile tabulations. 

86. Coordination between institutions responsible for civil registration, vital 
statistics, public health institutions, home affairs, social services, development 
partners and a host of other stakeholders remains an issue in a number of 
African countries. This is particularly the case in those countries having different 
governmental agencies registering different vital events; for example one 
registration authority for births and deaths, and another authority for marriages 
and divorces.  As of December 2014, only four countries had reported creating a 
coordination agency or committee (Egypt, Lesotho, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe), among the countries studied for this report. Coordination requires 
considerable investments in terms of time and other resources. This is especially 
necessary in terms of synchronizing relevant legislation frameworks – civil 
registration, official statistics, population registers and identity management 
systems. Delineation of responsibility should be clear for each administrative 
agency, including interoperability and flows of data among each other.   

87. These and other concerns were discussed at the Third Ministerial Conference, 
as well as the need to improve the coverage of civil registration systems in most 
countries considered. A key measure to improve the coverage is providing easy 
access to registration and better services to the public such as obtaining the birth 
or death certificate from a local public office rather than travelling to the central 
Registrar General’s office.  Lack of accessibility to the civil registration offices is a 
crucial impediment to the improvement of coverage and effectiveness of civil 
registration and, consequently, quality and coverage of vital statistics.  

88. It is critical that countries conduct evaluations of the coverage and accuracy 
of their data. In general, countries need to conduct dedicated studies to assess the 
coverage of birth and death registration, which can be costly and resource 
intensive, particularly in the case of death. Both direct and indirect methods 
(demographic analysis) can be used. However, direct methods are preferred 
since they do not only result in an accurate estimate of coverage but also have the 
potential to point to subgroups of population that might be underserved, which 
gives room for identifying corrective measures. Additionally, knowledge of the 
completeness and accuracy of civil registration data will be a direct input to 
monitor the Sustainable Development Goals targets and indicators. 
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89. Countries are encouraged to utilize civil registration data, even if incomplete, 
in the production of vital statistics. If it is known that a certain geographical area 
has a high coverage, those figures should be compiled almost at face value. For 
other areas, where coverage is low, feedback among the various stakeholders is 
essential to understand the limitations of the data and to find the best approach 
to integrate it into national vital statistics reports. Utilising the data, even if it 
exhibits a moderate coverage of vital events, will is conducive to quality 
improvements, as it benefits from user feedback and support. 

90. For this, and for other systemic topics, technical cooperation between 
countries in the region can play an instrumental role. In fact, it has significantly 
increased recently under the guidance of ECA in order to avoiding pitfalls 
previously experienced by other countries. This practice should be strengthened 
and expanded. At the same time, and especially from the point of view of 
implementing the revised international principles and recommendations, 
regional institutions, such as ECA, need to continue expanding a pool of experts 
on different CRVS themes in order to assist countries. 

 

From the Workshop on the Principles and Recommendations for a Vital 
Statistics System, Revision 3, for English-speaking African countries 

91. The workshop was attended by civil registrars and official statisticians from 
seventeen English speaking countries, as follows: Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Seychelles, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

92.  The participants expressed their appreciation to both the United Nations 
Statistics Division and the African Centre for Statistics of ECA for a timely 
organization of this workshop as the latest revision of principles and 
recommendations for a vital statistics system was just issued by the United 
Nations Statistics Division and the proximity of the next African Ministerial 
Conference on civil registration and vital statistics, scheduled for February next 
year. 

93. As comprehensive as they are, the workshop noted that peculiar 
circumstances in Africa might necessitate an addendum to the global principles 
and recommendations in order to reflect those realities. It was therefore 
concluded that the initiative to develop such an addendum within the overall 
frame and principles of the global recommendations need to be considered by 
the ECA, focusing on procedures for registering orphan hood, legal guardianship, 
storing and retrieval of registration records and ensuring confidentiality of 
individual information in African circumstances. 
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94. The workshop noted the list of recommended core topics for vital events that 
need to be collected in civil registration and processed in vital statistics. It 
concluded that each African country should make all the efforts to comply with 
the international standards as presented in the principles and recommendations 
and to implement them to the fullest extent possible. 

95. Turning the attention to civil registration as elaborated in the principles and 
recommendations and the recent developments in Africa, the workshop noted 
with satisfaction that, since the inception of the African Ministerial Conferences 
in 2010 a visible progress has been achieved at both national and regional level 
and that the momentum generated then is going strong.  Yet, as evidenced by the 
national presentations, the state of the art of civil registration and vital statistics 
is far from homogenous across the region – while in a number of countries the 
civil registration shows significant improvement, in certain countries it is still on 
unstable foundations. Consequently, efforts need to be intensified at all different 
technical and operational planes, primarily through political settings at the 
highest possible level. 

96. The workshop discussed at length the role of civil registration in the process 
of certification of the causes of death. It noted the international recommendation 
that this role consists of ensuring that the certification of the cause of death by a 
trained medical practitioner is part of the death registration record and as such is 
transmitted to the statistical office for further processing. Acknowledging that 
national practices in Africa somewhat differ, the workshop concluded that these 
practices need to be re-visited and possibly adjusted to comply with the 
international standards.  

97. Similarly, the workshop also noted international recommendations as well as 
resolution of the First African Ministerial Conference on CRVS regarding the cost 
of registration – registration should always be free of charge and issuance of the 
first certificate as well. Acknowledging that national practices vary quite 
significantly, the workshop concluded that this issue needs to be presented to the 
national stakeholders and all efforts should be made to comply with 
international recommendations and African Ministerial Conference resolutions. 

98. The participants emphasized the importance of complying with international 
recommendations in terms of the government obligation to finance civil 
registration while noting at the same time that this is not the case by far. They 
concluded that this issue regarding the commitment of the African governments 
to provide regular, continuous and sufficient financing for civil registration 
needs to be submitted to the Third Ministerial Conference through appropriate 
mechanisms. 
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99. Coordination between institutions responsible for civil registration, vital 
statistics, public health institutions, home affairs, social services, development 
partners and a host of other stakeholders remains a contentious issue in a 
number of African countries. This coordination requires considerable 
investments in terms of time and all other resources and is thus necessary to 
bring this issue to the Ministerial Conference through proper channels. This is 
particularly necessary in terms of synchronizing relevant legislation frameworks 
– civil registration and official statistics. 

100. The workshop concluded that the technical cooperation between countries 
in the region significantly increased. It also concluded that in order to avoiding 
pitfalls previously experienced by other countries, this practice should be 
strengthened and expanded. At the same time, and especially from the point of 
view of implementing the revised international principles and recommendations, 
regional institutions, such as ECA, need to consider establishing a pool of experts 
on different themes that can assist countries. 

101. Participants discussed at length the implementation of CRVS assessment 
tool developed by ECA and implemented in a number of countries participating 
at this workshop. The tool has been recognized as appropriate and timely, albeit 
complicated and sometimes repetitive. The workshop concluded that the tool 
represents a step in the right direction; that it might be improved along the lines 
of the discussion; and that it needs to be customized for national purposes as 
“one size does not fill all”. 

102. Following the presentation outlining considerable gaps in the availability 
of even the basic demographic statistics for international purposes, the workshop 
concluded that there needs to be a thorough review of circumstances that result 
in statistics submitted to the United Nations being limited to the point of non-
existing – whether this is due to the lack of national capacity to produce 
requested statistics or the lack of capacity to report it to the United Nations. 

103. Recognizing the critical impact the use of contemporary information and 
communication technology has in the functioning of civil registration and 
producing vital statistics, the workshop noted with satisfaction the efforts of 
ECA and UNSD in the development of the updated guidelines and handbook for 
the use of ICT in CRVS and encouraged their release as early as possible. 
Simultaneously, the workshop noted with concern that across the continent a 
number of projects are underway in the use of mobile devices for civil 
registration that might not necessarily follow the international recommendations 
in terms of registration procedures and collection of topics. In that context, the 
workshop expressed its expectation that these issues are raised through 
appropriate channels at the next ministerial conference. 
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104. The workshop debated, time and again, the issue of accessibility of civil 
registration offices and functions in Africa, emphasizing it as a crucial and most 
critical impediment to the improvement of coverage and effectiveness of civil 
registration and, consequently, quality and coverage of vital statistics. 
Acknowledging that accessibility is not an isolated issue, but rather a function of 
many of the dimensions of civil registration, such as the number and location of 
local registrars, costs of registration and travel, awareness of the need to register 
and so forth, the workshop nevertheless pointed to accessibility as one of the 
major topics for the forthcoming ministerial conference. 
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Annex 1. Pre-workshop assignments for participants from the Civil 
Registration Authority 

 

Pre-workshop assignment 1 – Review and assessment of the national 

civil registration system   
 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect information on the organizational and 

technical aspects of the national civil registration system. The questionnaire also assesses 

the state of the development and methods of evaluation in the civil registration system.  

Please return the completed questionnaire before 25 November 2014 at the following 

address by email if possible or by fax: 

 

Att. Ms. Maria-Isabel Cobos 

2, UN Plaza DC2-1564 

10017 New York, NY, USA 

Tel. +1 917 367 3072 

Fax. +1 212 963 1940 

Email. cobos@un.org 
 

Please provide detailed answers to the questions. When necessary, please attach 

additional sheets of paper. 

 

Name, title, address and country of official completing this questionnaire: 

                                                                    

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

mailto:cobos@un.org
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PART I: LEGAL AND ORGANISATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE CIVIL 

REGISTRATION SYSTEM 

 

1. Is there a legal framework providing guidelines concerning how the civil registration 

system works?  

Yes   No 

 

If Yes, please provide us with the title of the law. 

 

 

2. Which of the following best describe the type of civil registration organization 

currently in operation in your country?  

 a national system with a central office to administer the system  

 a national system with different governmental departments to administer the 

registration of vital events  

 The country has separate systems of registration in each major administrative division 

(e.g., province or state level) with a central office at those levels to administer the system) 

 Other arrangements (specify) ____________________________________ 

 

 

3. At national level, which agency has the primary responsibility for the registration of 

the vital events: 

 

Vital event Agency primarily responsible for registration 

Live births  

Foetal deaths  

Deaths  

Cause of death  

Marriages  

Divorces  

 

 

4. Is there a coordination agency or inter-agency coordination committee at national level, 

for needs and services among different agencies dealing with civil registration? 

 Yes    No 

 

If Yes, provide the name and main responsibility.  

 

5. Location of the primary registration units? (Check applicable items) 
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 Births Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

a) Municipal offices      

b) Health offices      

c) Revenue offices      

d) Court offices      

e) Parishes/temples      

f) Population registers      

g) Other, specify      

 

 

6. Are there secondary registration units in certain hospitals, clinics, or religious places 

(e.g., churches, temples) or other public places to supplement the registration network?. 

Include subsidiary registration places for marriages and divorces. 

    Yes    No 

 

 

7. Which of the following perform the functions of the local civil registrars in your 

country? (Local civil registrars are the persons authorized by law to record vital events 

and civil status).  Check applicable items: 

 

 

 Births Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

a) Appointed civil registrars         

b) Priests, ministers                 

c) Court clerks                       

d) Notaries      

e) Justices of peace                  

f) Teachers          

g) Other, specify      

  

 

8. What are the main duties and responsibilities of the local civil registrars, as specified 

by civil registration law and regulations?.  Check applicable items. 

 a. With respect to registration: 

            Recording vital and civil status events and safekeeping of records 

            Issuing certified copies of civil registration records 

            Celebrating marriages 

            Issuing burial permits 

            Promotion of registration completeness 
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            Other, specify:  

 

 b. With respect to vital statistics collection and reporting: 

            Reporting civil registration data to higher level offices 

            Other, specify: 

 

9. Do local civil registrars receive guidance for their work? Check applicable items. 

            Copies of current laws and regulations on civil registration 

            Updated handbooks or instructions on civil registration 

            Handbooks on vital statistics reporting            

            In service training  

            Direct advice by higher level civil registration authorities through field visits 

      Periodical bulletin of information concerning civil registration and vital          

statistics 

            Circulars regarding procedures for civil registration 

            Other, specify: 

 

10. Technical supervision to local civil registrars work is provided by:  (Check applicable 

items) 

      Registration authorities from the National Agency (field visits from central 

office staff)  

      Regional Registration authorities  

      Judicial authorities vested with responsibility for the custody of the records 

      The Mayor 

      The Priest or Minister 

      The local government authority 

      Other, specify: 
 

11. Administrative supervision to local civil registrars work is provided by:  (Check 

applicable items) 

      Registration authorities from the National Agency (field visits from central 

office staff)  

      Regional Registration authorities  

      Judicial authorities vested with responsibility for the custody of the records 

      The Mayor 

      The Priest or Minister 

      The local government authority 

            Other, specify 

 

12. Which national agency and ministry are responsible for compiling vital statistics from 

civil registration? 

 

Agency  

Ministry  

 

13. By what means is information on vital events transmitted to the compiling office? 
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                 Individual/collective 

Pre printed forms               

Summary 

reports 

Computer tapes or 

diskettes 

Computer 

transmission 

Live births     

Foetal deaths     

Deaths     

Cause of death     

Marriages     

Divorces     

           

(ATTACH A DATA FLOW CHART) 

 

PART II: TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THE CIVIL REGISTRATION SYSTEM 

 

Please provide a complete set of forms used for legal and statistical recording of all types 

of vital events. 

 

PART III: EVALUATION OF COMPLETENESS AND QUALITY OF THE CIVIL 

REGISTRATION SYSTEM 

 

1. Does the civil registration system cover all segments of the population in the entire 

country? 

Yes   No 

If NO, please give a brief description of the coverage: 

 

a) Which geographic areas are not covered? Why? 

 

 

b) Which population groups (ethnic or national groups) are not covered? Why? 

 

 

 

c) Any other categories that are not covered? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Indicate if the registration coverage of vital events has been estimated in your country 

in the past ten years? 
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Live 

births 

Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Cause 

of death 

Marriages Divorces 

Yes       

No       

 

3. If YES for at least one event, indicate the most recent estimate of coverage for each 

event, the year to which this estimate refers and the method of evaluation used. 

 

Level of coverage and year of reference 

 

 Percentage 

of coverage 

Year to which this 

estimate refers 

Live births   

Foetal Deaths   

Deaths   

Cause of death   

Marriages   

Divorces   

 

 

Method of assessment 
 

 Live 

births 

Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Cause 

of 

death 

Marriages Divorces 

Through retrospective 

questions in population 

census(es) 

 Not 

applicable 

    

Through a follow up 

(prospective) survey 

      

Through retrospective 

questions in a single round 

survey 

      

Through a birth history in a 

single round retrospective 

survey 

    Not 

applicable 

Not 

applicable 

Through a dual-records 

system 

      

Verbal autopsy       

Other (specify)       

 

4. What agency is responsible for compiling and disseminating information on cause of 

death? 
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5. In the past ten years, have any studies been conducted to assess the accuracy of 

information on cause of death? If so, please attach the resulting report. 
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Pre-workshop assignment 2 – Short report 
 

Please write a report addressing the following items: 

 

Does your office compile vital statistics from the civil registration system? If yes, briefly 

describe what statistics are being compiled.  

What are the factors that hamper the production of vital statistics from civil registration in 

your country? 

Are there any plans to improve the civil registration and vital statistics system in your 

country? 

 

Please return the completed report before 25 November 2014 at the following address by 

email if possible or by fax: 

 

Att. Ms. Maria-Isabel Cobos 

2, UN Plaza DC2-1564 

10017 New York, NY, USA 

Tel. +1 917 367 3072 

Fax. +1 212 963 1940 

Email. cobos@un.org 

 

mailto:cobos@un.org
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Annex 2. Pre-workshop assignments for participants from the 
National Statistics Office 

 

Pre-workshop assignment 1 - Review of sources and methods for vital 

statistics 
 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect information on the sources and methods for 

obtaining vital statistics used in your country. Please return the completed questionnaire 

before 25 November 2014 at at the following address by email if possible or by fax: 

 

Att. Ms. Maria-Isabel Cobos 

2, UN Plaza DC2-1564 

10017 New York, NY, USA 

Tel. +1 917 367 3072 

Fax. +1 212 963 1940 

Email. cobos@un.org 
 

Please provide detailed answers to the questions. When necessary, please attach 

additional sheets of paper. 

 

Name, title, address and country of official completing this questionnaire: 

                                                                    

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

PART I: SUMMARY INFORMATION ON VITAL STATISTICS 

 

1. Is there a legal framework defining responsibilities for the collection, processing and 

dissemination of vital statistics? 

Yes   No 

 

a. If Yes, which agency has the primary responsibility for the: 

Vital events 

Agency primarily responsible for 

Collection of data Processing and dissemination of 

data 

mailto:cobos@un.org
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Live births   

Foetal 

deaths 

  

Deaths   

Marriages   

Divorces   

 

b. If Yes, please provide us with the title of the law. 

 

2. Which of the following best describe the type of organizational structure for the 

collection, processing and dissemination of vital statistics?  

 

 a centralized system at the national level  

 a decentralized system in each state or province or any other major division of the 

country 

 The head office of the population register is in charge of the vital statistics 

 Other arrangements (specify) ____________________________________ 

 Vital statistics are not compiled 

 

3. Indicate the source(s) of data currently used to obtain vital statistics on: 

 

 Births Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

a) Civil registration      

b) Population Censuses      

c) Sample surveys      

d) Health records      

e) Dual record system      

f) Other (please specify)      

 

4. Are current available vital statistics obtained from multiple data sources?, indicate 

whether these statistics are coherent and if not explain why. 
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5. Please specify the definitions of vital events adopted in your country. 

 

Live birth 

 

 

Foetal death 

 

 

Death 

 

 

Marriage 

 

 

Divorce 
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PART II: DATA SOURCES IN DETAIL 

 

A – Civil registration: 

1. Does a civil registration system exist in your country? 

 

Yes   No 

 

2. If YES, what event does the civil registration cover? 

 

 Live births Feotal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

Yes      

No      

 

If you replied YES to at least one event, please answer questions 3 to 18, otherwise go to 

section B – Sample Surveys. 

 

 

3. Which national agency and ministry are responsible for civil registration? 
 

Agency  

Ministry  

 

 

4. Is civil registration used as a source for statistics on: 

 

 Fertility Foetal 

mortality 

Mortality Marriages Divorces 

Yes      

No      

 

If YES to at least one of the event, please answer questions 8 to 15, otherwise go to 

section B – Sample surveys. 

 

 

5. Which national agency and ministry are responsible for compiling vital statistics from 

civil registration? 

 

Agency  

Ministry  
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6. By what means is information on vital events transmitted to the compiling office?          

 

 Individual/collective 

Pre printed forms               

Summary 

reports 

Computer tapes or 

diskettes 

Computer 

transmission 

Live births     

Foetal deaths     

Deaths     

Marriages     

Divorces     

           

(ATTACH A DATA FLOW CHART) 

 

7. Are rates calculated from civil registration data on vital events? 

 

Live births Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

Yes      

No      

 

If YES, 

a. Please indicate the source used for the most recent population estimates used as 

denominator in the computation of current vital rates: 

 

Continuous population register  

Population census (give year)  

Sample survey (give year)  

Other, specify  

 

b. Please indicate the technique used for the time adjustment in the population estimate 

(when the base data is not secured annually by a population register): 

 

Interpolation  

Extrapolation  

Demographic equation  

Other, specify  
 

 

8. Indicate if vital statistics are published, their frequency and the title of the last 

publication containing these statistics? 

 

 Fertility Foetal 

mortality 

Mortality Marriages Divorces 

Published (Y/N)      

Frequency      

Title      
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9. Are data on vital events tabulated by date of occurrence or/and registration? 

 

 Date of occurrence Date of registration 

Live births   

Foetal deaths   

Deaths   

Marriages   

Divorces   

 

 

10. Are data on vital events tabulated by place of occurrence or/and place of registration? 

 

 Place of occurrence Place of registration 

Live births   

Foetal deaths   

Deaths   

Marriages   

Divorces   

 

 

11. Is the information on place of usual residence (of mother for births and foetal deaths 

and of deceased for deaths) registered? 

 

 Live births Foetal deaths Deaths 

Yes    

No    

 

a. If YES to at least one event, is this information used in the calculation of vital rates? 

Yes   No 

 

12. Indicate the level of accuracy of reporting of age of mother in case of Live births and 

of the deceased in case of Deaths and specify if any study to evaluate the age quality have 

been carried out. 

 

Age of mother 

 

 

 

 

Age of deceased 



 63 

 

 

13. List vital statistics obtained from civil registration (use additional sheets if necessary). 

 

 

 

14. Indicate if the registration coverage of vital events has been estimated in your country 

in the past ten years? 

 

Live births Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

Yes      

No      

 

15. If YES for at least one event, indicate the most recent estimate of coverage for each 

event, the year to which this estimate refers and the method of evaluation used. 

 

Level of coverage and year of reference 

 

 Percentage 

of coverage 

Year to which this 

estimate refers 

Live births   

Foetal Deaths   

Deaths   
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Marriages   

Divorces   

 

 

Method of assessment 
 

 Live 

births 

Foetal 

deaths 

Deaths Marriages Divorces 

Through retrospective questions in 

population census(es) 

 Not 

applicable 

   

Through a follow up (prospective) 

survey 

     

Through retrospective questions in 

a single round survey 

     

Through a birth history in a single 

round retrospective survey 

   Not 

applicable 

Not 

applicable 

Through a dual-records system      

Other (specify)      

 

B – Sample surveys: 

1. Have sample surveys been undertaken to obtain fertility and mortality statistics in the 

last 10 years? 

 

 Fertility Mortality 

Yes   

No   

 

If YES, please indicate the number of surveys conducted in the last 10 years and provide 

the following information for the last two surveys. 

 

 Survey 1 Survey 2 

2. Title of survey   

3. Date   

4. Coverage:   

   a. Geographic areas   

   b. Population   

5. Sample fraction percentage:   

6. Type of operation   

   a. Single-round survey   

   b. Multi-round survey   

   c. Sample survey combined with    

continuous registration (dual record 

system) 
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7. Method of sampling   

 

8. Is this a specialized survey on fertility and mortality?  

 Yes  No 

     

If No, what are the other topics covered in the survey? 

 

 

 

9. Provide a list of fertility and mortality statistics obtained from the surveys: 

 Survey 1 Survey 2 

Fertility statistics 

  

Mortality statistics 

  

 

10. Have these estimates been evaluated?  Yes  No 

a. If Yes, how? 

 

 Survey 1 Survey 2 

Fertility statistics 

  

Mortality statistics 
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11. What are the technique(s) used to obtain estimates: 
    Survey 1 Survey 2 

   a. Reverse Survival   

   b. Own Children Method   

c. Reconstructed Birth Histories   

d. Children Ever Born   

e. Recent Births   

f. Birth Histories   

   g. Survival of Children ever born   

   h. Birth Histories   

   i. Recent Household Deaths   

   j. Survival of Parents   

   k. Survival of Siblings   

   l. Others, specify   

 

12. Indicate if age accuracy has been evaluated and which techniques have been used. 

 

Survey 1  

Survey 2  

 

13. Have results from these surveys been published?  

  Yes    No 

 

If Yes, provide dates when the results were published and the title of the publication. 

 Survey 1 Survey 2 

Publication dates   

Publication title   

 

14. Indicate the name of institution responsible for the collection, processing of data and 

dissemination of results. 

 

Survey 1  

Survey 2  

 

15. Please provide us with the relevant sections of the questionnaires used. 

 

C - POPULATION CENSUSES: 

1. Have population censuses been used to obtain fertility and mortality estimates? 

 

 Fertility Mortality 

Yes   

No   
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If YES, please provide date of latest census used to collect such information and answer 

questions 2 to 7 below: 

 

 Fertility Mortality 

Census date   

 

2. Provide a list of fertility and mortality statistics obtained from the census: 

 

Fertility statistics 

 

Mortality statistics 

 

 

3. Have these estimates been evaluated?  Yes  No 

a. If Yes, how? 

 

Fertility statistics 

 

Mortality statistics 

 

  

4. Select the technique(s) used to obtain estimates: 

 

Fertility  Mortality 

Reverse Survival  Survival of Children ever 

born 

 

Own Children Method  Birth Histories  

Reconstructed Birth Histories  Recent Household Deaths  

Children Ever Born  Survival of Parents  

Recent Births  Survival of Siblings  

Birth Histories    

 

5. Indicate if age accuracy has been evaluated and which techniques have been used. 
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6. Have results from the census been published?  

  Yes    No 

 

If Yes, provide dates the results were published. 

Publication dates  

Publication title  

 

7. Indicate the name of institution responsible for the collection, processing of data and 

dissemination of results. 

 

 

 

8. Please, provide us with the relevant sections of the questionnaire. 
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Pre-workshop assignment 2– Short report 

 

Please write up a report addressing the following items: 

 

Do current available vital statistics satisfy users’ needs? If not, explain why. 

What are the factors that hamper the production of vital statistics from civil registration in 

your country? 

Are there any plans to improve the civil registration and vital statistics system in your 

country? 

 

Please return the completed report before 25 November 2014 at the following address by 

email if possible or by fax: 

 

Att. Ms. Maria-Isabel Cobos 

2, UN Plaza DC2-1564 

10017 New York, NY, USA 

Tel. +1 917 367 3072 

Fax. +1 212 963 1940 

Email. cobos@un.org 

  

 

  

 

mailto:cobos@un.org


Annex 3. List of vital statistics tables collected through the 
Demographic Yearbook  

 

1.1 Summary: Population (midyear) by sex and urban/rural residence 

1.2 Summary: Live births by sex of child and urban/rural residence of the mother 

1.3 Summary: Deaths by sex and urban/rural residence of deceased 

1.4 Summary: Infant deaths by sex of infant and urban/rural residence of mother 
1.5 Summary: Late foetal deaths by sex of foetus and urban/rural residence of 
woman 

1.6 Summary: Legally induced abortions by urban/rural residence of woman 

1.7 Summary: Marriages by urban/rural residence 

1.8 Summary: Divorces by urban/rural residence 

1.9. Summary: Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 

1.10. Summary: Life expectancy at birth 

Table 2. Live births by month of birth 

Table 3. Live births by marital status of mother 

Table 4. Live births - born in wedlock - by duration of marriage 

Table 5. Live births by live birth order and sex of child 

Table 6. Live births by age of mother and live birth order 
Table 6.1. Live births by age of mother and live birth order - Second latest available 
year 

Table 7. Live births by age of mother and sex of child 

Table 8. Live births by age of father 

Table 9. Live births by birth weight and sex of child 

Table 10: Live births by gestational age and sex of child 

Table 11. Live births by plurality 

Table 12. Deaths by month of death 

Table 13. Deaths by age and sex 

Table 13.1. Deaths by age and sex - Second latest available year 

Table 14a. Complete life table: Males 

Table 14b. Complete life table: Females 

Table 15a. Abridged life table: Males 

Table 15b. Abridged life table: Females 

Table 16. Infant deaths by month of death 

Table 17. Infant deaths by age and sex 

Table 18. Foetal deaths by gestational age 

Table 19. Late foetal deaths by age of woman 
Table 20. Legally induced abortions by age and number of previous live births of 
woman 
Table 20.1. Legally induced abortions by age and number of previous live births of 
woman - Second latest available year 
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Table 21. Marriages by marital status of groom and bride 
Table 21.1. Marriages by marital status of groom and bride - Second latest 
available year 

Table 22. Marriages by age of groom and age of bride 
Table 22.1. Marriages by age of groom and age of bride - Second latest available 
year 

Table 23. First marriages by age of groom / bride 

Table 24. Divorces by duration of marriage 

Table 25. Divorces by number of dependent children 

Table 26. Divorces by age of husband and wife 

Table 26.1. Divorces by age of husband and wife - Second latest available year 



Annex 4. Vital events registration forms used in countries 

 

Botswana 

 
Birth: 
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 74 
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Stillbirth: 

 
 
 
 



 76 

 
Death: 
 

 
 



 77 

 



 78 

 

 
 

Marriage: 
 



Egypt 

 
Birth: 

 



 80 

 
 

 

 

 



 81 

Death: 

 
 



 82 

 
 



Gambia 

 
Birth: 

 
 



 84 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 85 

Birth abroad: 

 
 
 
 
 



 86 

Death: 

 
 

 



 87 

Death abroad: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 88 

Cause of death: 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 89 

Marriage: 

 
 



 90 

 



Ghana 

 

Birth: 

 



 92 

 



 93 

 
Death: 

 



 94 
 



 95 

 



 96 

Cause of death: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 97 

Marriage: 

 



Kenya 

 
Birth: 

 



 99 



Birth abroad: 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 101 

Death abroad: 

 



 102 

Lesotho 

 

Birth: 

 



 103 

 

 



 104 

 

 



 105 

 

Death: 

 



 106 

 

 



 107 

 

Marriage: 
 

 



 108 

 

 



 109 

 



Mozambique 

 

Birth: 

 



 111 

 
 

Death: 



 112 

 



 113 

 
 

 
Marriage: 



 114 

 



 115 

Divorce: 

 



 116 

Namibia 

 

Birth: 

 



 117 

 



 118 

 



 119 

 



 120 

 
 



 121 

Death: 

 



 122 

Nigeria 

 

Birth: 

 



 123 

 



 124 

Death: 

 



 125 

 



 126 

Marriage: 

 



 127 

 



 128 

 
 



 129 

Seychelles 

 

Birth: 

 
 
 



 130 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 131 

Death: 

 



 132 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 133 

Marriage: 

 



 134 

 

 

Swaziland 

 
Birth: 



 135 

 



 136 

Death: 

 



 137 

Marriage: 

 



 138 

 



 139 

Uganda 

 
Birth: 

 



 140 

 



 141 

 



 142 

Adoption: 

 
 



 143 

Death: 

 



 144 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 145 

Marriage: 

 



 146 

 



 147 

Zambia 

 
Birth: 

 



 148 

Death: 

 
 



 149 

Marriage: 

 
 
 



 150 

 

Zimbabwe 

 
Birth: 

 



 151 

 



 152 

 
 



 153 

Death: 

 



 154 

 
 



 155 

Marriage: 

 


